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A Post-COVID NSCI
BY RABBI WENDI GEFFEN page 3

“The world is new, and even the most stable 
of our lives’ fixtures aren’t necessarily 

the same as they were before.”Natan Sharansky  
is coming to NSCI 

See page 12.
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A Post-COVID NSCI 
BY RABBI WENDI GEFFEN

ON MARCH 6, 2020, 
I delivered what would 
be the last sermon 
in Perlman Sanctuary 
with a congregation 
in attendance for over 

100 weeks! Little did we know back then 
what a turning point that night would 
mark and the uncharted waters we would 
be forced into as a result.

And we now find ourselves, I pray, 
on the other side of the COVID-19 
pandemic, but we shouldn’t fool 
ourselves: in many ways, the waters 
into which we now immerse are not the 
familiar waters of life before March of 
2020. The world is new, and even the 
most stable of our lives’ fixtures aren’t 
necessarily the same as they were before. 

For some of us, so much has been 
lost; for others, so much has been found, 
and there are many of us that feel the 
truth of both of these sentiments. What 
will life on this new side be like? What 
will life here at NSCI be like? How will 
we embrace the opportunity of this 
pivotal moment, and move forward into 
this new world, together?

To find answers to these questions, 
I’ve been reading a great deal about long-
lasting organizations, institutions and 
businesses—those that have navigated 
rough waters and still proven the test of 

time. For example, consider the longest 
lasting business in global history: Kongo 
Gumi—a Japanese construction company 
that operated independently for over 
1400 years until 2006. What Kongo Gumi 
and so many of the other long-lasting 
institutions share in common is both a 
commitment to core values and at the 
very same time, a willingness to “lean-in” 
to flexibility and change.

But the truth is, we really don’t need 
to look that far for guiding insights, as 
Judaism itself undoubtedly provides 
the best example of a 4000 year old 

“long-lasting” institution able to sustain 
just such a balance. When the Temple 
was destroyed and Jewish life as it had 
been known for at least 1000 years 
was no longer viable, our ancestors 
developed the cutting-edge, spiritual-
practice “technologies” of synagogue and 
prayer to enable “reach” regardless of 
location or resources; an evolution not 
so different from the shift from land-line 
based telecommunication to cellular. 

Or consider this 1500 year old, 
innovative “Q and A” from the Talmud1. 
The question: can one make use of a 
pre-existing structure for one’s sukkah, 
assuming it fulfills the requirements, or 
does an entirely new one need to be 
built specifically for the holiday? The 
answer: as long as something new is 
added to the structure, it counts. In 
other words: using the same “old” forms 
alone doesn’t cut it; but you don’t have 
to start completely from scratch either; 
you just need to find a way to bring 
newness (read: innovation) to them. 

“Complexity Scientist” Sam Arbesman 
summed up the reasons for Judaism’s 
longevity well in his recent Tablet article, 

“The Way-Forward Machine”: 

It [Judaism] provides for a certain 
amount of innovation for each 
generation, a balance of the creative 
and the caretaker…the Jewish view is 
one of cooperation across time: Each 
generation works together to build and 
renew the compact and vision that has 
been laid out for them. This balance 
between recognizing the sanctity 
and importance of the individual 
and recognizing that they are part 
of something larger than themselves, 
something steeped in history and 
memory, might very well be the key to 
long-term resilience and continuity.

As we approached the return of 
in-person Friday night services in 
Perlman Sanctuary, I reread that sermon 
from two years before; its concluding 
words prove a fitting opening for us 
as we move forward into this new era: 

“Judaism has always understood that it 
is the moments of chaos that ultimately 
show us who we are, and as such, it 
continues to invite us to remember that 
the strongest antidotes to whatever 
threatens to pull us apart will always be 
the power of hope, the power of love 
and the power of community—and the 
production of those forces is entirely in 
our own control.”

As we embark on this next phase 
of our NSCI journey, I look forward 
to rooting ourselves in the abiding 
foundations that have enabled us to 
thrive for over a century, while creating 
something exciting and new for today 
and tomorrow, together. n

1. BT, Sukkah 9a

“How will we embrace 
the opportunity of this 
pivotal moment, and 
move forward into this 
new world, together?”
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Innovation and Change are Fundamental to NSCI 
BY JEFF ECHT, PRESIDENT 

AS MANY ARE 
AWARE, our 
congregation was 
founded in 1920, 
over 100 years ago. A 
thought crossed my 

mind. What was the context in which our 
forward-thinking founders created what is 
now North Shore Congregation Israel? 

Two issues created a unique political 
and social landscape of 1920 that 
certainly impacted the perspective of 
NSCI’s Founders. 
• Prohibition: On January 17, 1920, 

Congress passed the Volstead Act, 
defining what constitutes an alcoholic 
beverage in the wake of the 18th 
Amendment. 

• Suffrage: On August 18, 1920, 
the 19th Amendment was ratified 
providing women the constitutional 
right to vote. It is difficult to believe 
in 2022, but ratification of the 19th 
Amendment was not a sure thing. 

While the nation was dealing with 
direct and indirect impacts of prohibition 
and embarking on voting rights for 
women, in April 1920, representatives 
from dozens of families met in Winnetka 
expressing a desire to affiliate with a 
new congregation. By June 1920, the 
first meeting and services were held. 
Foundational elements of NSCI’s culture 
are revealed in NSCI’s historical records. 
These families were prepared to innovate 
and embrace change. NSCI’s earliest 
records, dated April, June and July of 
1920, document that both men and 
women played a vital role in founding 
our congregation. Specifically, prior to 
ratification of the 19th Amendment, 
both men and women held board seats 
and acted as officers of NSCI.

We can reflect about monumental 
changes and events that have shaped 
our nation and congregation since 
1920. To describe the past two years 
as a period of change would be an 
understatement. By definition, the 
adjustments NSCI makes in the months 

and years ahead could not be as 
significant as actually founding a new 
congregation. Some of our modifications 
will be incremental, while others will 
be more material and noticeable. I 
resist labeling our congregation’s 100th 
anniversary as the end of our first 
century and instead identify these years 
as the bright beginning of our second. In 
fact, we have reflected on the lessons 
of our founders, meeting the needs 
of our community and thriving (not 
merely surviving). Namely, innovation 
and openness to change have been and 
will always be fundamental to NSCI’s 
existence. 

I invite you to be an active 
participant in ensuring our future. This 
spring marks the final stretch of the 

“Imagine the Possible” campaign. Please 
consider volunteering or donating. Visit 
imagine.nsci.org to learn more about 
how the campaign is a forward-thinking 
response to staying ahead of the curve 
with innovation and meeting the needs 
for our next century. n

Transformational 
Periods in NSCI’s 
History

1920s – Founding
In June 1920, the North Shore 

Branch of Sinai Congregation holds its 
first meeting. In 1926, the 198 member 
families vote to separate and adopt the 
name North Shore Congregation Israel. 
They dedicate a new synagogue in 
Glencoe in 1928, just prior to the stock 
market crash and the Great Depression.

1930s – NSCI Focuses on the Rise of 
Anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe

85 congregants attend a meeting 
of the Committee for the Defense of 
Human Rights Against Naziism. The 
Board of Trustees votes to bring Rabbi 
Arthur Bluhm and his family from a 
concentration camp in Krefeld, Germany, 
to NSCI to serve as assistant rabbi. 

Our Sister Community in Ukraine

“After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Chicago Action for Soviet 
Jewry (which does not exist anymore) 
started a program to 
match synagogues 
with towns in the 
former Soviet Union. 
About 50 synagogues 
were involved from 
all over the country. 
Our town, Novograd-
Volynsky, is 137 
miles west and a little 
south of Kyiv and has 
about 30 active Jewish members. The 
town was selected by Rabbi Bronstein 
because his family was from that area. 
I have been engaged with them since 
our first phone call in December 1993, 
when Rabbi Bronstein asked me to 
oversee the project.

It has been very meaningful to 
me personally because we have a 
relationship with this Jewish community 
which is so grateful for our support 

and caring. We have 
sent them boxes of 
clothing, household 
items, CD’s and ritual 
items all donated 
by members of our 
congregation. We 
have provided funds 
for Jewish holiday 
celebrations, food, 
medicine, utility bills 

at their community center, and visits 
to mass graves from WWII. Before 
COVID, our committee made group 
phone calls via Skype several times a 
year. Since the war started in Ukraine, 
our translator has been in touch with 
our contact person there every day.”

—Cecile Levy



NORTH SHORE CONGREGATION ISRAEL  |   5

1950s and 60s – Rapid Expansion and 
New Approaches to Jewish Life

Membership grows rapidly after 
World War II, as NSCI is the only 
congregation north of the Chicago city 
limits. The new members, many second 
and third generation Americans, bring a 
richly diverse Jewish heritage to NSCI. 

Our magnificent 19-acre lakefront 
property is purchased in the late 1950s, 
and NSCI’s new building, designed 
by renowned mid-century modernist 
architect Minoru Yamasaki, is dedicated 
in 1964.

1980s and 1990s – Global Changes 
With Local Impacts

After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, NSCI joins an effort to offer 
material and moral support to Jewish 
communities in the USSR’s successor 
states. NSCI begins a partnership with 
the Jewish community of Novograd-
Volynsky, Ukraine, which continues to 
this day. 

In 1982, NSCI dedicates an addition 
at the south end of the building, 
including the Jane R. Perlman Sanctuary 
and Rebecca K. Crown Social Hall.

In 1991, Judith Geleerd is elected 
the first female President of the 
congregation. 

2000s and 2010s – Recommitment to 
Jewish Education and Social Justice 

Starting in the early 2000s, NSCI 
focuses new resources on promoting 
high quality religious education, as 

well as greatly expanding social justice 
activities and efforts to “repair the 
world.” 

 In 2008, the Nate and Beth Tross 
Family Education Center is dedicated 
to promote an experiential and family-
centered approach to Jewish education. 
NSCI’s long-standing social justice 
activities include Operation Backpack, 
Family Promise and Feed the Homeless. 

In 2015, Wendi Geffen becomes the 
congregation’s first female Senior Rabbi 
and only the fifth person to serve as 
Senior Rabbi since 1931.

 2020s
The congregation remains the oldest 

synagogue on the North Shore of Chicago 
as well as the largest reform congregation 
in the Chicagoland area, and continues 
to be recognized for its dynamic and 
nationally recognized clergy, high caliber 
worship experiences, educational programs 
and commitment to social justice. n

 
This timeline draws from the article "A Brief 
History of North Shore Congregation Israel" 
from the Ruthie & Bill Katz Archives. Read 
the full article at www.nsci.org/archives.

Our Congregation's First Woman 
President

"My parents moved to Glencoe 
when I was 11, so I’ve been a member 
of NSCI for more than 70 years. The 
temple has been my 
anchor. I was there 
constantly and have 
never said no to any 
opportunity to serve. 
I was co-president 
of the couples club 
with my late husband 
and president of 
our Sisterhood, as 
was my mother years before me. But 
no honor was greater than serving 
as the first woman President of our 
Synagogue from 1991 to 1995. My 
mother died early and sadly was 
unable to see me serving in that role. 

My children and grandchildren are 
members of NSCI, which makes five 
generations! When I see my eldest son 
Guy Jr. at the north door on Shabbat, 
it brings me so much joy. He began to 

usher after his father 
passed away. Guy Sr. 
stood at that north 
door for more than 
twenty years. Guy Jr. 
took right over and 
then my other son 
Jake joined him a 
few years later. That 
is L’Dor V’dor! That’s 
why generations are 

so important! It warms my heart to 
see the next generation engaged and 
helping to write the next chapter of 
our wonderful NSCI story."  

—Judy Geleerd Kitzes

Our Commitment to Service

“Annice and I got started with Family 
Promise when the synagogue first 
started participating about five years 
ago. We, along with Ann Weisberg and 
Terri Olan coordinated things. Families 
facing homelessness stay overnight at 
NSCI for two weeks and go to work 
or to the Family Promise day center 
during the day. We provide three meals 
a day and an overnight coordinator. 
COVID-19 has disrupted things over 
the last few years like most things.

Each time I volunteer I am reminded 
how tenuous life can be. Unfortunately, 
too many people in Chicago are a bad 

break away from housing insecurity. 
NSCI strives to make the area we live 
in more caring and compassionate, and 
this program is another opportunity to 
help. Family Promise provides shelter 
for families with young children, and 
we have helped celebrate several kids’ 
birthdays. Housing insecurity is rough, 
but especially so during birthdays. The 
kids seem to make lemonade out of 
lemons. Their resiliency inspires me.” 

—Mike Rosenthal

NSCI volunteers make our guest families feel 
comfortable and welcome.
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Now is the Moment to Contribute to 
Imagine the Possible for the Future of NSCI
BY MARILYN PERLMAN,  
CAMPAIGN CHAIR

WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN to have 
fluid, flexible and 
welcoming spaces? 
We will maintain 
the essence of our 

stunning facility and update it to meet 
the needs of today. Imagine events and 
programs in Rebecca K. Crown Hall, a 
modernized and versatile space that 
reflects the grandeur of the outdoors 
with easy access to it with doors on the 
eastern wall. Imagine making the most 
of the stunning landscape and lake with 
a new patio fitted for tenting and new 
landscaping or garden to optimize our 
extraordinary outdoor space.

Imagine a place for welcome and 
connection: Transforming Frank Memorial 
Hall into a true lobby—a central place to 
meet and spend time in comfort. Frank 
Memorial Hall is our largest space, yet 
used the least. Imagine modular furniture, 
aesthetic lighting, some carpeted areas 
and technology to create the beautiful and 
inviting gathering space our congregation 
needs. This social hall can still be an 
extension of the large sanctuary whenever 
necessary. Imagine a place for small 
children to safely play, families to spend 
time and for friends to meet.

WHY I’M SUPPORTING THE IMAGINE THE POSSIBLE CAMPAIGN

“Respecting the ITP Campaign, we were impressed by the depth of planning, the hard 
work of those who brought it into being, and wanted to help it gain momentum with 
a series of contributions shortly after its launch. While work on the Campaign never 
ceased, the focus of the clergy, the staff, the Board of Trustees and many volunteers 
shifted to the challenges of meeting our congregants needs at the beginning of and 
throughout COVID. Not only were those efforts highly successful, Campaign pledges 
and contributions grew during COVID from the generosity of our congregants. Now, 
with the need to meet all of the Campaign's funding goals, we have made an additional 
contribution to help it approach the finish line.”

—Mark Gutman

Imagine Rebecca K. Crown Hall as a modernized and versatile event space. To see all architect renderings 
of proposed renovations go to imagine.nsci.org/renderings.

FUNDING GOALS BY PRIORITY AREA

Sustain Our Synagogue

$5,600,000

Fully Funded

Enhance Security and 
Create Welcoming Spaces

$4,467,478

$1,332,522

$5,800,000
Total Goal Amount Pledged

Amount Still Needed

Fund Our Future  
(Endowment & Programs)

$386,000

$614,000

$1,000,000
Total Goal

TOTAL GOAL: $12,500,000

220 donors to date

Meet the Moment

Fully Funded

$100,000
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Now, more than ever, is the time to join the campaign.  
I M A G I N E . N S C I . O R G

Imagine the Possible Campaign 
Recognition Opportunities

Honor a loved one, applaud a family 
member for a mitzvah, pay tribute 
to a special person in your life. Show 
support for a secure and vibrant NSCI 
by engraving a name or appropriate 
sentiment on a plaque, bench or paver 
thoughtfully placed among the existing 
or future landscape. 

Every single gift matters, no matter 
the amount. All Imagine the Possible 
campaign donors will be thanked and 
recognized on a special permanent 
display piece within our synagogue. Those 
who make a new or increased gift of 
$900 or more in 2022 enjoy the option of 
distinctive recognition opportunities that 
prominently acknowledge their generosity 
amid NSCI’s beautiful grounds. 

Benches: $30,000
A timeless fixture, Imagine the Possible 

benches will enhance the NSCI grounds 
with a lovely amenity, celebrating both 

form and function, that everyone can use 
and enjoy. 

Trees: $7,500 each, two for $14,000, 
three for $20,000 

With new landscaping, we will plant 
additional trees, increasing recognition 
opportunities for those who would like 
to link their names with the symbol of 
life, growth and prosperity. A recognition 
plaque will be placed at the base of each 
dedicated tree. 

Bricks: 4x8: $900, 8x8: $1800,  
8x12: $3,600

Pave the way for a stronger tomorrow 
by purchasing an engraved brick. The 
tributes will appear in front of the 
atrium, around our gardens designed by 
esteemed landscape designer Lawrence 
Halprin, and prominently integrated in 
our new flower garden. 

Recognition opportunities are based 
on availability. To check availability, 
visit the Imagine the Possible campaign 

website: nsci.org/form/imagine-the-
possible-2022.html

Endowment—Our Final  
Campaign Priority 

When we meet our goals for funding 
our capital projects, then all donations 
will fund the endowment. Substantially 
increasing our endowment is an essential 
component of our $12,500,000 goal. The 
endowment provides critical operating 
revenue to address “in the moment” 
needs. Increasing our endowment will 
grant flexibility to address long-term 
needs thoughtfully and strategically for 
the perpetuity of NSCI. 

For more information about tax-
efficient giving opportunities, naming 
opportunities and designating your 
gift to a specific campaign component, 
please contact Executive Director Todd 
Braman by email: toddb@nsci.org or call 
847.835.0724. n

North Shore Congregation Israel invites you to our

Annual Meeting
FRIDAY, JUNE 10

5:15 PM ANNUAL MEETING
Please join us as we vote in the 2022–2023 Officers & Trustees.

6:15 PM KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE  
ON THE GOODMAN TERRACE (Weather Permitting)

We will install our new board and bless them as they take on a new year of service.
NSCI's Kehilah Award will be presented.

The Ilene H. Herst Youth Leadership Award, June Bild Pinsof Memorial Music Scholarship  
and Fiedler Fellows will also be announced.
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Visit nsci.org/spring-fling to:
Purchase admission tickets. Tickets include: 

• Swag bag
• Access to events and many fun 

activities
• Ice cream and other treats
• Hot dog/veggie dog or hamburger 

and soft drink

• American English concert
• Adult-centered Norwegian Wood 

Coffee House featuring a sing-along 
with Rabbi Mason 

• Visit to the Strawberry Fields  
Ice Cream Parlor  

Buy raffle tickets for a chance to win unique prizes and experiences, including:
• Beautiful blown glass artwork 
• Hands-on glass blowing studio 

experience
• Bicycle from Green Bay Cycles

• Ravinia Music Festival Experience
• Gift certificates from Molly Maid  

and other local businesses 

And more:
• Place a personal ad in our Spring Fling 

newspaper, the Paperback Writer
• Check out sponsorship opportunities

Oh, and bring your sweet tooth, because tickets will be available to bring home  
a beautiful cake from Honey Pie’s Cake Walk.

Want to lend a hand? We’d love to have a little help from our friends on the day  
of the event or the days leading up to it. Sign-up opportunities abound on the  
Spring Fling webpage.

It’s a lot, so hike up your bell bottoms and get your Ticket to Ride!

NSCI’s  
Spring Fling!
“Come Together!”

NSCI is breaking the mold of our 
annual Spring Fundraiser with a Beatles 
themed, all-congregant event that’s 
budget-friendly and accessible to all 
ages. We will open our whole campus 
to our entire congregation and friends 
from the community. 

The goal, beyond raising critical funds 
for our community’s annual operating 
budget, is to celebrate. Celebrate our 
community, celebrate one another, 
celebrate emerging from the enormous 
stresses and tests of the past two years. 
In short, CELEBRATE! with games, 
activities and tikkun olam opportunities 
for people of all ages.

We are so excited to feature the music of 
American English, hailed by Newsweek 
as “the best Beatles band on the planet!”

SUNDAY, 
JUNE 12 

NOON TO 
3:00 PM
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Mazel Tov!

WELCOME!

Easton Marcus Cohen
BORN ON FEBRUARY 26, 2022 
Child of Meredith Emily Marcus &  

Matthew Bradley Cohen
Sibling of Aiyla Rose Cohen &  

Braxton Dae Cohen
Grandchild of Jacqueline Brasnick Marcus & 

Harvey Steven Marcus

Avery Isabella Hartman
BORN ON MARCH 21, 2022
Child of Ali & Brian Hartman
Grandchild of Josi & Rick Rein and Susi & 

Michael Hartman

Julian Harris Preskill
BORN ON MARCH 23, 2022
Child of Nicole & Jacob Preskill
Grandchild of Nadine & David Preskill and 

Arlene & Sandy Silver
Great Grandchild of Gilda & Stuart Preskill, 

Elaine Goodman and Sara Schall

Olivia James Keyel
BORN ON MARCH 29, 2022
Child of Elizabeth (Zibby) Greenebaum & 

Jake Keyel
Sibling of Ilana Keyel
Grandchild of V. Ferris Todd & Robert F. 

Greenebaum and Ellen & Wayne Keyel.
Great Grandchild of Lilli & James E. 

Greenebaum ll

B’NEI MITZVAH

Alexis 
Berkowitz
APRIL 2

Brandon 
Delman
MAY 7

Mira Dale
MAY 14

 
William Kauf
MAY 14

Sammy Engle
MAY 21

Jillian  
Freeman
MAY 21

Judah Paul
MAY 21

Kate Manaster
JUNE 2

Cooper 
Rosenberg
JUNE 4

Sammy Hovis
JUNE 6

Tessa Covey
JUNE 11

Danya Hirsch
JUNE 11

Fisher 
Brookstein
JUNE 18

Emily Rosenfeld
JUNE 18

Correction:
Ava Schwab
MARCH 4

THE CONGREGATION EXTENDS ITS HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF:

Fred Altman
Companion of Sheila Handwerker
Mother of Barry (Lynne) Handwerker, Sharyl 

(Mike) Noeh, and and Cindy (Greg) Barich
Grandmother of Morgan, Alex, Blake, Marni, 

Jill (Jason), Marc, Andrew (Stephanie), 
Shelby, and Evan 

Edward “Mickey” Kniff
Companion of Barbara Goldsmith
Mother of Dana (Lee) Gordon and Greg (Lila 

Ray) Goldsmith
Grandmother of Alexander, Arielle, David, 

Micaela, Sydney, and Ryann

Elaine Knobel
Mother of Jeremy (Alyssa) Knobel
Grandmother of Heather and Stephen

Ella Sloan
Mother of Eric (Bonnie) Sloan
Grandmother of Brian, Matthew, Alex 

(Lindsay), and Alyssa 

Barry Sonenthal
Brother of Ron (Kathy) Sonenthal
Uncle of Lindsay, Haley, and Mallory

Suzanne Weiskopf
Mother of Ellen Blank
Grandmother of Elizabeth, Jeremy, and Jesse

We Remember

E M A I L YO U R  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  P H OTO S  TO  S U SA N E @ N S C I .O RG .
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Support
As a caring community, we strive to meet the growing needs of our NSCI family.  

Visit www.nsci.org/support for a full list of resources available to you.

 
HANDS OF CHESED, 
NSCI’S CARING 
COMMUNITY

Chesed is Hebrew 
for kindness. 
Hands of Chesed 
is a group of 
NSCI volunteers 
who want to 
help you during 

a difficult time. If you’re dealing 
with illness, divorce, mourning 
or other challenges, let us drop 
off dinner and the warmth of our 
NSCI community, contactless! 
If we can help you, or if you want to join 
our team to spread kindness, please tell 
Rabbi Greene, rabbigreene@nsci.org. 
Hands of Chesed is led by Leslie Rosen.

“We were blown away by the gorgeous 
floral bouquet that was delivered to 
us today... Thank you and your Hands 
of Chesed group for keeping us in your 
thoughts.”

“I can’t thank you and the NSCI 
volunteers for all you are doing for 
our family. My dad reports that he is 
being treated like a king! The rides to 
the Whitehall on the weekends are so 
appreciated by him. He is enjoying the 
wonderful food he is being brought by 
the kindly volunteers.”

 
HEALING SERVICE
WEDNESDAYS, MAY 18, JUNE 1, 15
8:00 PM

Join Cantor Goldstein for a quiet 
and contemplative Healing Service. 
Whether seeking support in navigating 
the circumstances in which we or our 
loved ones find themselves, together 
we can create a quiet, gentle time 
for prayer, meditation and song that 
focuses on healing and wholeness.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Are you in need of emergency financial 
support due to the COVID-19 
pandemic? Generous contributions 
from our congregants and JUF have 
made it possible for NSCI to provide 

one-time, confidential micro-grants to 
congregants who find themselves in need 
of emergency funds for housing issues, 
medical support and food. In addition, we 
can help congregants find longer-term 
support for ongoing, systemic challenges. 
To apply for a confidential grant, please fill 
out the form at www.nsci.org/support and 
one of our clergy or executive director will 
get back to you as soon as possible.

NAVIGATING THE VACCINE?
NSCI is a Lake County Community 
Health Ambassador. Looking for basic 
information on vaccine registration 
portals? Check out our website for 
up-to-date information in your area. 
Please visit nsci.org/covid19.

ADDICTION AND RECOVERY 
SUPPORT GROUPS
As a caring community, we strive to meet 
the growing needs of our NSCI Family. 
Please visit our website for information 
on how to access the following support 
groups www.nsci.org/support. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous Virtual 

and In-Person Meetings
• Al-Anon Electronic Meetings
• Alateen Chat Meetings
• Families Anonymous Virtual 

and In-Person Meetings 
• JACS (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 

dependent, and Significant others) a 
peer-led support group for Jews in 
addiction recovery, offering space 
for all Jews in addiction recovery.

FREE COUNSELING 
SERVICES FOR NSCI 
CONGREGANTS
NSCI is partnering with Jewish Child 
and Family Services in the coming 
year. Elizabeth Ury, LNHA and 
JCFS Chicago Director of Jewish 
Community Engagement will be 
available to work with individuals 
who are looking for resources to help 
with life events such as divorce, aging 
issues, mental health and parenting. 
Please email ElizabethUry@JCFS.org. 
This service is free to NSCI members 
Additionally, you can call 855-ASK-JCFS 

(855-275-5237) or email ask@jcfs.org 
to access their other available resources 
including online grief support groups, 
counseling, Response Center programs.

IF YOU’RE IN NEED OF 
SUPPORT, EMOTIONAL 
OR TANGIBLE
Please visit our website www.nsci.org/
support to learn about the various ways 
that we can assist you or your family and 
to request support. Your confidential 
information will go to the NSCI Clergy 
and we will follow up when appropriate. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
MEETINGS
WEDNESDAYS
6:00–7:00 PM AT NSCI

For information on Alcoholics  
Anonymous (AA) meetings, contact  
Mark at 847.738.1919 or email 
mopeters21@gmail.com.

FAMILIES ANONYMOUS 
MEETINGS 
TUESDAYS
7:00–8:30 PM AT NSCI

For family members impacted 
by a loved one’s addiction.
For information on Families  
Anonymous (FA) meetings, contact  
Margot at 847.738.0306 or email 
mkpeters81@aol.com.

Did you know we have an archive 
of conversations on our Hub of 
Support page on our website? 

Visit nsci.org/support to find 
conversations about:
• Balancing caring for elder 

family and self care
• Parenting during a pandemic
• Healthcare professionals 

on the frontlines
• NSCI/JUF communal resources 

for support to our congregants 
during the pandemic
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Youth & Family Community

IMPORTANT GOODMAN 
CENTER FOR JEWISH 

EDUCATION RELIGIOUS  
SCHOOL DATES 
SUNDAY, MAY 1:  

Last Sunday of School
TUESDAY, MAY 3:  

Last Tuesday of School
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4:  

Last Wednesday of School
Watch your email for enrollment for 

2022–2023 school year—opening soon!

Think Jewish, Do Jewish: 
Why Experiential Learning

BY DR. ROBERTA GOODMAN

“GIVE THE STUDENTS something to do, 
not something to learn; and the doing is 
of such a nature as to demand thinking; 
learning naturally results.” —John Dewey

We are a hands-on, experiential 
learning center tapping into children’s 
and families’ evolving interests, goals, 
talents and ways of learning in order to 
motivate and engage them in exploring 
Jewish learning and living.

From the Goodman Center for Jewish 
Education, Mission Statement 2020

Hands-on, experiential learning is at 
the heart of the Goodman Center for 
Jewish Education’s educational approach. 
Let’s look at some examples of how 
experiential learning happens at NSCI. 

Taking a “Dip” for Passover
On a table top with “toy” items for 

chametz (leavened foods) and matzah, 
point, raise, put on your head: matzah, 
chametz. Look at the photos of these 
special days—Super Bowl, Thanksgiving, 
New Year’s Day, Purim, Passover—yes 
or no, do we eat matzah? Afikomen? 
Sufganiyot—jelly doughnuts? Apples 
and honey? In big bowls of water, dip 
pictures of these items once or twice—
broccoli, celery, maror (bitter herb). All 
of this is in Hebrew, breaking down 
the four questions word for word into 
understandable parts, reinforcing what 
“makes this night different from all 

other nights”—this is Hebrew through 
Movement for our 3rd and 4th graders.

Homemade Purim
Purim was a special occasion for 

preschool to 2nd grade students as the 
5th & 6th graders created their Purim 
Carnival. The 5th & 6th graders reviewed 
the story and created themed based 
games for the younger students to play. 
Reminded to remember how they felt 
when they were younger and what the 
carnival meant to them, our 5th & 6th 
graders ran games, art activities and 
a photo booth and helped guide the 
preschool through 2nd grade students 
through the carnival. We were proud of 
how committed the 5th and 6th graders 
were to making certain the younger 
students enjoyed celebrating Purim.

Experiential learning at the 
Goodman Center for Jewish Education
• Values personal connection to deep 

and applied learning that inspires 
growth

• Draws on students’ experiences to 
help them delve into content as they 
map out who they are and what is 
important to them 

Special thanks to our teachers for 
their role in providing this approach to 
learning. 

Through experiential learning, our 
students learn to “think Jewish” and “do 
Jewish” all with a lot of fun and joy. n

KARAV 2022 
FRIDAY, MAY 6 & SATURDAY, MAY 7
For many, many years NSCI’s teens 
have participated in a special program 
we call KARAV, an event that’s planned 
and implemented entirely by teens 
for teens. It’s been a much-needed 
chance to step away from our regular 
routines and stresses to hang out with 
friends and even learn a little bit too. 
Interested? Email Ben at benr@nsci.org

NSCI YOUTH GROUPS
Every month, NSCI hosts events for 
students from 5th–7th grade and from 
8th–12th grade. Just this year, we’ve 
volunteered at a food pantry, gone ice 
skating, cheered on the Northwestern 
Basketball team and much more! 
Reach out to Ben Reingold at  
benr@nsci.org for more information.

PJ SHABBAT ACROSS CHICAGO
SATURDAY, MAY 21
10:30 A.M. ON NSCI'S SOUTH LAWN
Please bring a blanket to sit on. Families 
are encouraged to pack a picnic and 
enjoy the playground after the program.
Register: nsci.org/form/pj-shabbat-across-
chicago

SHAVUOT EXPERIENCE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8
9:00–11:30 AM
A Shavuot experience where young 
children (0–5) come with their families 
to experience community and Shavuot. 
Age appropriate explorations will be 
available giving families the opportunity 
to interact and meet one another while 
playing and learning about Shavuot.
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WORLD JEWRY, 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
THE WAR IN UKRAINE: 
AN EVENING WITH 
NATAN SHARANSKY

THURSDAY, JUNE 16
7:00 PM IN THE NSCI LARGE 
SANCTUARY

Join us for a rich conversation 
with Natan Sharansky, Israeli 
statesman, human rights activist, 
author and former Soviet refusnik. 
Born and raised in the Ukraine, 
Mr Sharansky will share insights 
and experience to illuminate 
aspects of present day events.
Register: nsci.org/form/an-evening-
with-natan-sharansky 

SENIOR CONNECTIONS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18

Rachelle Gold from The Chicago Jewish 
Historical Society presents: Chicago’s 
Three Patriots Statue—Its Fascinating 
History & Jewish Connection. 
Let’s connect for lively conversation, 
camaraderie and entertainment. We 
open the Zoom room 10 minutes early 
to give everyone a chance to say hello. 
We will not be having a formal program 
in June but encourage all of our friends 
to attend Spring Fling, Sunday, June 12. 
Stop by the Coffee House area to say 
hello and catch up with each other.
Contact Susan Ellenby, susane@nsci.org 
with any questions. Register: nsci.org/
form/nsci-senior-connections-registration-
may-2022

WOMEN WHO WOULD 
BE RABBIS AND THEIR 
BIBLICAL ROLE MODELS 
WITH RABBI ANDREA L.  
WEISS, PH.D.
TUESDAY, MAY 31
7:00 PM IN PERLMAN SANCTUARY

We will uncover the 
extraordinary history 
of the women who 
wanted to be rabbis 
before Rabbi Sally 
Priesand became 

the first woman to be ordained by a 
seminary on June 3, 1972, and study a 
few of the biblical women who inspired 
them in their pursuit of the rabbinate.
Register: nsci.org/form/women-who-
would-be-rabbis

Israel Programming

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE 
DAY FILM FESTIVAL

 
MAY 4–9

1 Ticket - 6 Nights - 9 Films. Celebrate 
Israel with six nights of exclusive, award-
winning new films, available to view 
from the comfort of home via your TV, 
computer or mobile devices. Your $40 
ticket provides limited-time access to 
this series of 9 films, exclusive filmmaker 
discussions and more, with new content 
added each night of the festival. Enter 
NSCI’s special promo code (NSCI22) 
at checkout to receive a discount and 
support your local Jewish community!
Watch at jewishfilmfests.com and enter 
promo code NSCI22 at checkout.

17TH ANNUAL CHICAGO 
FESTIVAL OF ISRAELI CINEMA

 
MAY 11–22 

View a mix of award-winning movies, 
documentaries, shorts and TV series made 
in Israel, both live and virtually, to spread 
a love and appreciation of contemporary 
Israeli culture through the magic of film. 
For tickets and more go to  
israelifilmchi.org.

ON THE GROUND 
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
ISRAEL WITH RENOWNED 
ISRAEL EDUCATOR 
MIKE HOLLANDER
TUESDAYS, THROUGH MAY 17 
NOON–1:00 PM ON ZOOM

May 3: Israel National 
Holy Days—Jewish 
Space and Time. This 
session will explore 
the significance of the 
new sacred space of 

Mt. Herzl and the importance of the 
three national Holy Days in order to truly 
understand contemporary Israeli society.
May 10: “How a People Without 
Power Became a Powerful 
People”—Israeli Politics 101. 
May 17: "The Words of the Prophets 
Are Written on the Walls".
Register: nsci.org/form/on-the-ground-
conversations-about-israel 

NSCI PRESENTS A 
RAVINIA STEANS 
ALUMNI CONCERT
FRIDAY, MAY 13 8:00 PM

Featuring Kyle Orth on piano and 
special appearance by Rachel Arcega 
Orth on violin. A light supper will 
be provided to those who attend 
the Kabbalat Shabbat service which 
begins at 6:15 PM. This free concert 
is generously sponsored by Jim Stone 
and Madeleine & Harvey Plonsker.
Register: nsci.org/form/post-kabbalat-
shabbat-concert-featuring-pianist-
kyle-orth

Adult Learning & Programs
A contribution from non-NSCI congregants is required for certain programs.
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Tikkun Olam

Women of NSCI
For more information or to register for an event, please go to www.nsci.org/wnsci.

WNSCI SHABBAT
FRIDAY, MAY 20
6:15 PM IN PERLMAN SANCTUARY

Please join the Women of NSCI 
in worship and celebration at 
Kabbalat Shabbat service. 

BOOK GROUP
TUESDAY, MAY 10 & JUNE 14
1:00–3:00 PM ON ZOOM 

May Book: Persuasion by Jane Austen.  
This is Austen's last novel about a 
young woman and her family who 
move to lower expenses and rent their 
home to an admiral and his wife. 

June Book: The Storyteller’s Secret by 
Sajal Badani. Suffering from a third 
miscarriage and a failing marriage, a 
New York journalist travels to India and 
embarks on a journe of familial discovery. 

SHABBAT SCHMOOZE
JUNE 17
5:00 PM

Our monthly Shabbat Schmooze 
is scheduled to resume in June.

WOMEN OF NSCI’S 
Judaica Gift Shop
SUMMER IS A TIME FOR SIMCHAS!

Our Judaica Shop is a wonderful spot 
to find a wedding gift! We have a 
large selection of beautifully colored 
and specially designed glasses to 
break at a wedding ceremony, along 
with mezuzot to hold the shards of 
glass. It’s a forever keepsake! Check 
out our candleholders, kiddush 
cups, challah boards and more. 
We are a full-line Michael Aram 
dealer. In addition to the Judaica, 
which is in stock, we can special 
order ANY Aram pieces, including 
jewelry, from the extensive catalog. 
Please see nsci.org or phone the 
NSCI receptionist for current hours. 
Questions? Call 847.835.4009 or 
email giftshopnsci@gmail.com.

 
FAMILY PROMISE AT NSCI 
SUNDAY, JUNE 5– 
SUNDAY, JUNE 19

For seven years, NSCI has partnered 
with Family Promise Chicago North 
Shore, an Evanston-based coalition 
of interfaith houses of worship that 
care for and house families who are 
experiencing homelessness. There are 
many ways for you and your family 
to participate behind-the-scenes or 
in person to make our guest families 
feel comfortable and welcome!
RSVP: nsci.org/familypromise 

BAKING COOKIES FOR 
FILL A HEART 4 KIDS 

From your own home, help bake 
cookies for children who are 
experiencing homelessness or 
living in foster care settings. 
Interested? Email Lois Davis at  
cookies@nsci.org.

FEED THE HOMELESS
SUNDAY, MAY 15
11:30 AM–2:00 PM

For nearly three decades NSCI’s Feed the 
Homeless program has helped to feed 
thousands of people around Chicago. 
Join us one Sunday a month to prepare 
750 hot and brown-bag meals for food 
programs in Lake & Cook Counties. 
RSVP: nsci.org/fth 

BETH EMET SOUP KITCHEN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25

Volunteer to provide meals to food 
insecure individuals at the Beth 
Emet Soup Kitchen. You have the 
option to package meals onsite, 
pack lunches at home or prepare 
food items at home to be delivered 
to the soup kitchen in Evanston.
To sign up or ask questions go to nsci.org/
form/email-brooke-hazan.html to contact 
Brooke Hazan, our NSCI Beth Emet 
Soup Kitchen Liaison. Advance signup is 
necessary. 

ADULT MITZVAH 
CORPS SORTING EVENT 
FOR THE ARK
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8
10:00–11:30 AM

All adults are invited to join Adult Mitzvah 
Corps at NSCI to sort donations for The 
Ark Food Pantry and learn how The Ark 
creates a safety net for Chicagoland Jews 
in need. Please bring travel-size toiletries 
that will be used to make hygiene kits. 
RSVP: nsci.org/form/adultmitzvahcorps

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD 
COLLECTION FOR THE ARK
Help stock The ARK’s food pantry 
by donating kosher, non-perishable 
food. Please bring donations to NSCI’s 
Administrative Office outer lobby 
during regular business hours (Mon–
Thurs, 9am–5pm and Fri, 9am–4pm). 
Call ahead to let us know you’re coming: 
847.835.0724. 
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May 2022 n Nisan/Iyar/Sivan 5782

✱ in person at NSCI ♦ on Zoom ■ on Streamspot ● on Facebook

Israel Independence Day 
Film Festival
1:00 pm Greatest Hits 
of the Talmud with Rabbi 
Wendi Geffen
7:00 pm Shir Chadash

1:00 pm Greatest Hits 
of the Talmud with Rabbi 
Wendi Geffen
7:00 pm Jewish 
Jammers

1:00 pm Greatest Hits 
of the Talmud with Rabbi 
Wendi Geffen
7:00 pm Shir Chadash

Memorial Day – 
Building Closed

Israel Independence Day 
Film Festival
9:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Minyan ✱ ♦ ■

Israel Independence Day 
Film Festival
6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service with 
Selah ✱ ■ ●

7:30 pm Post Kabbalat 
Shabbat Dinner with 
Israel Consul General 
Yinam Cohen

Israel Independence Day 
Film Festival
1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game

Israel Independence Day 
Film Festival
6:00 pm AA Meeting
7:00 pm Intro to 
Judaism @ Am Shalom

12:00 pm On the Ground 
Conversations about 
Israel with Renowned 
Israel Educator Mike 
Hollander ♦

7:00 pm FA Meeting

1:00 pm Greatest Hits 
of the Talmud with Rabbi 
Wendi Geffen
6:00 pm 2024–2025 
B'nei Mitzvah Date 
Release Ritual
7:00 pm Jewish 
Jammers

Israel Independence Day 
Film Festival

9:00 am WNSCI General 
Meeting ♦

11:30 am Feed the 
Homeless

12:00 pm On the Ground 
Conversations about 
Israel with Renowned 
Israel Educator Mike 
Hollander ♦

1:00 pm WNSCI Book 
Group
7:00 pm FA Meeting

12:00 pm On the Ground 
Conversations about 
Israel with Renowned 
Israel Educator Mike 
Hollander ♦

7:00 am FA Meeting

7:00 am FA Meeting

7:00 pm FA Meeting
7:00 pm Women Who 
Would Be Rabbis and 
Their Biblical Role 
Models

6:00 pm AA Meeting
7:00 pm Intro to 
Judaism @ Temple 
Jeremiah

1:00 pm Senior 
Connections ♦

6:00 pm AA Meeting
7:00 pm Intro to 
Judaism @ Temple 
Jeremiah

4:00 pm Serving at the 
Beth Emet Soup Kitchen 
6:00 pm AA Meeting
7:00 pm Intro to 
Judaism @ Temple 
Jeremiah

1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game

1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game

1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game

6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service with 
Shir Chadash ✱ ■ ●

8:00 pm NSCI presents 
a Ravinia Steans Alumni 
Concert - Pianist Kyle 
Orth

WNSCI Shabbat
6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service ✱ ■ ●

6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service ✱ ■ ●

9:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Minyan ✱ ♦ ■

9:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Minyan ✱ ♦ ■

10:30 am PJ Shabbat 
Across Chicago

9:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Minyan ✱ ♦ ■
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Shavuot
9:30 am Shavuot 
Morning Experience with 
Yizkor

12:00 pm Spring Fling

7:00 pm FA Meeting

1:00 pm WNSCI Book 
Group ♦

7:00 pm FA Meeting

7:00 pm FA Meeting

7:00 pm FA Meeting

6:00 pm AA Meeting

10:00 am Adult Mitzvah 
Corps Sorting Event for 
The Ark
6:00 pm AA Meeting

6:00 pm AA Meeting

6:00 pm AA Meeting

6:00 pm AA Meeting 1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game

1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game

1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game

1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game
7:00 pm World Jewry, 
Human Rights and the 
War in Ukraine: An 
Evening with Natan 
Sharansky

1:00 pm WNSCI 
Mahjongg Game

6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service ✱ ■ ●

5:15 pm NSCI Annual 
Meeting
6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service ✱ ■ ●

5:00 pm WNSCI 
Shabbat Schmooze ♦

6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service ✱ ■ ●

6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service ✱ ■ ●

9:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Minyan ✱ ♦ ■

9:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Minyan ✱ ♦ ■

9:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Minyan ✱ ♦ ■

9:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Minyan ✱ ♦ ■
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June 2022 n Sivan/Tamuz 5782

✱ in person at NSCI ♦ on Zoom ■ on Streamspot ● on Facebook

http://nsci.org
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Join us for NSCI’s beautiful and  
inspirational outdoor Friday evening

Kabbalat Shabbat Services
BEGINNING MAY 6 THROUGH LABOR DAY 

6:15 PM ON THE LILLIAN AND LARRY GOODMAN TERRACE 
Watch your email and visit nsci.org/shabbat for more information.  

Services will be moved to the Perlman Sanctuary in case of inclement weather.  
Kabbalat Shabbat Services will continue to be streamed on our website and Facebook.

For the most up-to-date information, nsci.org/kabbalatshabbat2022.

IN CASE OF AN AFTER-
HOURS EMERGENCY— 
death of a loved one, unexpected 
hospitalization or accident—
please call the synagogue office 
at 847.835.0724 and follow 
the prompts for an emergency. 
One of our staff will call you 
back as soon as possible.

SHAVUOT MORNING 
EXPERIENCE WITH  
YIZKOR
SUNDAY, JUNE 5
9:30 A.M. ON THE LILLIAN AND 
LARRY GOODMAN TERRACE 
(WEATHER PERMITTING)


