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“It is the diversity of experience,
viewpoint, personal narrative, and
so much more that makes for the
fullness of who we are as a people.”

Synagogue: An Antidote
to Toxic Division
BY RABBI WENDI GEFFEN

Baruch Atah Adonai, Elohainu Melech ha’olam, Chacham ha’razeem.
Blessed are You, God, Sovereign of the universe, Knower of secrets.
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obscure blessing is to
be intoned upon the
occasion of seeing
a very large crowd
of people—600,000
according to the Talmud. One might
assume the proper prayerful expression
at such a moment would be awe at the
sheer grandeur of such a gathering, of
overwhelm at the swath of masses.
But Jewish tradition directs our focus
elsewhere, impelling us instead to
recognize the innate uniqueness of each
and every person present. The Talmud1
reminds us: “Because they see a whole
nation whose minds are unlike each other
and whose faces are unlike each other,
but the One Who Knows all secrets,
God, is the one who knows what is in
their hearts.” As quick as we might be
to apply a reductive assumption about
others, the Talmudic rabbis remind us
of the limits of our speculations, noting
that only God can know the true nature
of each person’s heart, the fullness of
their story, or who they really are.
The prayer is at least 2,000 years
old, but the message behind it could
not prove more contemporary, no less
critical in our day. While the COVID-19
pandemic may limit our ability to gather
en masse, we nevertheless are regularly
confronted by temptations of seeing and
understanding large groups of people
as monolithic or one-size-fits-all. Think
back to November’s election coverage,
with the entire country broken in half,
either red or blue, and all of our personal
associations that went (and continue) to
go along with that. Consider the danger
of today’s identity politics that reduces
each person’s being into a singular
group or category. And do not forget
the Big Data world which governs not

just what we purchase, but nearly all the
information we consume, transforming
each of us into a metric, a demographic, a
broad “en-masse” category of predictable
behavior and opinion. These exact
conditions may not have been at play
for our ancients, but the existence of the
prayer lets us know that our tendency to
make generalizations and assumptions
about each other, no less the problems
that come along with such behavior,
are likely part of our human condition
irrespective of the time in which we live.

We are a community of those
whose minds and faces are
unlike each other, but the
depths of whose hearts and
secrets are known by the one
God we all share.
The Knower of Secrets blessing comes
to remind us that large groups of people
are not faceless, uniform masses, but
rather are individuals with their own
stories, needs, gifts, vulnerabilities—
each one, according to our tradition, a
unique reflection of the Divine; each
one a critical piece in the puzzle of our
existence. It is the diversity of experience,
viewpoint, personal narrative, and so
much more that makes for the fullness
of who we are as a people. And Judaism
comes to teach us that, not only do we
not have to know the hearts of everyone
else in order to accept such a proposition,
but moreover, that we cannot know
the hearts of everyone else. God has
that covered. We are invited to trust in
that, particularly as a way of quieting
the governing sense of distrust that
otherwise pervades our society today.
At NSCI, I believe we are blessed to

be a truly diverse community. Ours is a
congregation made up of 5 generations
of people: the Greatest Generation, Baby
Boomers, Gen-Xers, Millennials and Gen
Z. Ours is a congregation made up of
people who share your political views and
those who disagree with you. In any other
context, these differences would keep us
separated from and even at odds with
each other. But at NSCI, in the synagogue,
we are linked together by shared
belonging to this community, to the
Jewish people and those who love them.
In many respects, the synagogue may
very well be the physical embodiment of
the reality the Knower of Secrets prayer
hoped to create. As my rabbinic colleague
Rabbi Elliott Cosgrove of Park Avenue
Synagogue in New York reflects: “...only
in a synagogue, is the unique and infinite
divinity of every human being brought
into full relief in a communal context...
only in a synagogue, can you be part of a
community whose operating assumption
is that everyone—young and old, rich
and poor, single and married, people
you like and don’t like—all of us exist
equally, collectively and covenantally in
God’s image and presence.”2 I would add
that in today’s siloed world, it is only in
a synagogue that one can engage in the
big ideas of our time, that one can mourn
and comfort, delight and celebrate, pray,
and act to bring about our world’s healing,
learn and grow from the profound
wisdom of our tradition, grounded in
a shared spiritual purpose amidst an
otherwise diverse swath of viewpoints
and opinions. This is one of NSCI’s
most unique and foundational value
propositions, something in which I hope
you not only take pride, but choose to
participate in personally, so that we might
step forward together, learning from
each other as we go, journeying toward
the fulfillment of our common purpose.
We are a community of those whose
minds and faces are unlike each other,
but the depths of whose hearts and
secrets are known by the one God we
all share. Blessed are You, God, Sovereign
of the universe, Knower of secrets. n
1. Brachot 58a
2. Cosgrove, Rabbi Eliott. “Why Synagogue?”
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President’s Letter
DEAR FRIENDS,

I’m looking ahead
to 2021 when you
will receive this
message just after the
new year, reflecting
on how we all are
staying the course with everything this
pandemic has imposed, perhaps much
longer than we imagined. While none
of us can reclaim this time, I think about
children and young adults who have
been limited in so many experiences that
are their birthright. Liana, the youngest
of our four kids, is 13 years old. We were
talking about the impact and concerns of
COVID-19 and the political divide in our
country. She said, “You know, I’ve never
been through anything like this in my
life!” Well, of course, I had a laugh and
replied, “And, neither have I.”

When so much is out of our control
of influence, I emphasize to our kids
to focus on what choices you do have,
making a difference in places beyond
yourself, and where you can rely on some
stability and consistency. For me, it is
returning to where my values, inspirations,
and purpose are rooted and reflected.
With that in mind, I look forward
to the upcoming clergy conversations.
It’s really special to see our rabbis and
cantor engaged in meaningful discourse,
sharing their different viewpoints, and
modeling how those perspectives can be
exchanged respectfully even when they
don’t agree! Additionally, Rabbi Daniels
and clergy from other local synagogues
are offering an “Introduction to Judaism”
on Monday nights, an opportunity that I
would like to join with our kids. With the
expanse of so many ways to be engaged

Opportunity
at NSCI, our hope is that everyone
can find a touch point and path for
connection, enrichment, or giving back.
The NSCI leadership is diving deep
in consideration of our mission and
planning ahead to be proactive in
this ever-changing landscape. This is
sacred work for the future vitality of our
congregation.
As always, I welcome your thoughts
or concerns.
Best,

BY JEFF ECHT, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
HOW ABOUT an
ounce of perspective
while we stand in
the middle of this
pandemic mess?
Not to marginalize
or minimize the stress and burdens that
we face today, but we (our nation, our
community, and our congregation) have
overcome and thrived in the wake of
other calamitous events—world wars,
presidential assassinations, foreign and

domestic terrorism, anti-Semitism and
other challenging times.
History may offer lessons and
context. The future, NSCI’s future,
provides opportunity. In the spirit in
which visionaries founded NSCI 100
years ago, we too embrace the prospect
of NSCI’s potential. While forces beyond
our control negatively impact some
aspects of our lives, NSCI’s clergy, lay
leadership and senior staff continue to
focus on opportunities presented by the
changes that we experience seemingly
every day. With that in mind, the NSCI

Mazel Tov!

Marilyn Perlman
president@nsci.org

WELCOME!

B’NEI MITZVAH:
RECENT & UPCOMING

From the Executive Director
BY TODD BRAMAN
LIKE MANY of you,
I feel unsettled.
I’ve been doing my
best to navigate
my concerns about
the future of our
nation amidst the backdrop of my
worries about the pandemic and its
impact on my children, my vulnerable
parents, the NSCI staff and clergy, and
our community of congregants. I’m not
facing this alone, and I’m grateful to be
surrounded by smart, caring individuals
both at home and at NSCI who partner
with me as we navigate this together.
Still, at the end of the day, I’m ultimately
responsible for finding whatever it is that
grounds me and brings me comfort and
strength.
What can I do to stay grounded
when all the familiar ways of doing so
have been restricted or when the rules
of engagement continuously shift?

A few months ago, my wife and
I posed this challenge (in different
words) to our kids at the dinner table.
We decided to make a list of things
we could do that 1) bring us joy and
comfort and 2) help us feel empowered.
It was actually a pretty long list, which
we narrowed to two areas: staying
connected to our closest family and
friends and helping others in need.
While the weeks that followed have
certainly had their setbacks, it’s been
quite fulfilling to see the ways in which
my family has worked to meet this
challenge. There is no doubt that naming
those two goals helped provide us with
a sense of purpose and in many ways
brought us solace.
I know many of you have made
your own lists. Like my family, you have
choices to make in terms of where to
find your solace. Most of the familiar
places in our lives have significantly
limited their accessibility. At NSCI,
some of the ways you’ve typically

team has purposefully commenced a
process to strategically think about our
future and how it impacts (i) you as a
valuable congregant and (ii) our entire
congregation.
Over the next six months, as NSCI’s
strategic thinking becomes more refined,
your involvement, advice and opinion will
be a critical ingredient to our success. We
will continue to inform our congregants
how NSCI intends on acknowledging
challenges while innovatively pursuing
new opportunities and possibilities. n

Evan Warner

connected may not be immediately
available. Yet there is also much that
you can do. Based on the large uptick
in participation, it’s clear that many of
you are indeed looking to your NSCI
community for comfort and grounding.
Perhaps you start your day with us in
early morning meditation or end it with a
healing service. Maybe you’ve packed a
Thanksgiving meal or donated a blanket
for someone in need. Or perhaps you’ve
called a fellow congregant to check in,
to say hello, or to share your common
challenges or some joyful news.
There are many options for
engagement at NSCI. As we find
ourselves in another stretch of
uncertainty and physical distancing, we
invite you to look at all our community
has to offer. Pick one way that brings you
comfort, consolation, even joy. Spend
some time with that way. Repeat it. I
suspect it will help you feel settled, too. n

JANUARY 9,
2021

Jennie Mitchell Abrams and
Quinn Natalie Abrams
BORN ON OCTOBER 27, 2020

Child of Rhonda and Daniel Abrams
Grandchild of Wendy and Steve Abrams,
Jan Kruschen and Steve Kruschen
Great-grandchild of Joan Chukerman,
Sharon and Bob Abrams

Maya Apple Goodis

BORN ON NOVEMBER 21, 2020

Child of Codi & Alan Goodis
Sibling of Noa Goodis
Grandchild of Cindi & Rich Wismer and
Karen & Michael Goodis
Great grandchild of Elaine Lipschutz

Kate Dalinka

JANUARY 16,
2021

Evan Dalinka

BORN ON NOVEMBER 6, 2020

Child of Jori Zimmerman & Chris Wawa
Grandchild of Holly & Lee Zimmerman and
Carol & Charles Wawa
Great-grandchild of Arlene Rosenstock and
Laura Wawa

Zach Shapiro

JANUARY 23,
2021

NEWLYWEDS

JANUARY 16,
2021

Julian Noah Wawa

Harry Shapiro

JANUARY 23,
2021

Julie Paskar & Jason Sachman
AUGUST 30, 2020

Carly Gerber & Jonathan Eisen
NOVEMBER 1, 2020

Allie Wieczorek & Kevin Thompson
NOVEMBER 22, 2020

Asher Avadek

JANUARY 30,
2021

We would love to share your
good news! Is there a new baby
or wedding in your family? Please
email Susan Ellenby, susane@
nsci.org so that we can share your
simchas/celebration in an issue of
The Bulletin.

Miriam Dresner & Phil Carlitz
DECEMBER 5, 2020
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We Remember
THE CONGREGATION EXTENDS ITS HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF:

Samuel J. Goldman

Glenn S. Muller

Sidney Insoft

Mirjam Munwes

Father of Rick (Jill) Goldman
Grandfather of Benjie and Ellie
Father of Steven (Susan) Insoft
Grandfather of Jason, Alexandra, and
Elizabeth

Joan B. Jaffe

Mother of Frank (Leslie) Jaffe
Grandmother of David (Alex Lutch) and
Elizabeth

Son of Michael (Trudy z"l) Muller
Father of Aleksandra Muller
Mother of Sonia (Bennett) Cohen and
Cecilia Munwes
Grandmother of Alex (Alex Origitano)
Cohen and Nicole Lisa Cohen &
Stéphane Albert (Cobalt)

Roberta "Bobby" Olshansky

Michael Kerpel

Mother of Michael (Annika) and David
(Amy) Olshansky
Grandma of Anna, Isabel, Maxwell, and
Jackson

Sophia Greenberg Lepow

Thomas Pick

Will V. Moss

Victor Proeh

Father of Martin (Melissa) Kerpel
Grandfather of Andrew and Julia
Mother of Gloria (Daniel) Reisner
Grandmother of William and Jacob
Father of Bob (Jill) Moss
Grandfather of Brian, Rachel, and Aaron

Uncle of Todd Braman (Xuan-Vu Nguyen)
Great Uncle of Miles & Oisabel Braman
Father of Julie (Cort) Lewis
Grandfather of Justin, Jenna, and Morgan

Peter Ernest Reisner

Husband of Susie Reisner
Father of Michael (Lynne) and Daniel
(Gloria) Reisner
Grandfather of Jordan, Julie, William, and
Jacob

THANK YOU

to all of our Chanukah volunteers!
Thank you for helping us bring light and connection to our NSCI community.

Joyce Simon

Sister of Robert (Robin) Berman
Aunt of Elliot and Jaclyn

Jane M. Symkowiak

Grandmother of Lindsay (Scott) Emalfarb
Great Grandmother of Elexis and Levi

Maxine Walzer

Mother of Steven (Julie) Walzer
Grandmother of Tommy, Danny, and Molly

Lee Wolfson

Husband of Naomi Wolfson
Father of Joshua and Daniel

Support
As a caring community, we strive to meet the growing needs of our NSCI family.
Visit www.nsci.org/support for a full list of resources available to you.

IF YOU’RE IN NEED OF
SUPPORT, EMOTIONAL
OR TANGIBLE
Please visit our website www.nsci.org/
support to learn about the various ways
that we can assist you or your family and
to request support. Your confidential
information will go to the NSCI Clergy
and we will follow up when appropriate.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Are you in need of emergency financial
support due to the COVID-19
pandemic? Generous contributions
from our congregants and JUF have
made it possible for NSCI to provide
one-time, confidential micro-grants to
congregants who find themselves in need
of emergency funds for housing issues,
medical support, and food. In addition,
we can help congregants find longer-term
support for ongoing, systemic challenges.

one of our clergy or executive director will
get back to you as soon as possible.

ADDICTION AND RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUPS

FIND SUPPORT THROUGH
JCFS CHICAGO

As a caring community, we strive to meet
the growing needs of our NSCI Family.

NSCI is partnering with Jewish Child
and Family Services in the coming
year. Elizabeth Ury, LNHA and
JCFS Chicago Director of Jewish
Community Engagement will be
available to work with individuals
who are looking for resources to help
with life events such as divorce, aging
issues, mental health and parenting.
Please email ElizabethUry@JCFS.org.
This service is free to NSCI members
Additionally, you can call 855-ASK-JCFS
(855-275-5237) or email ask@jcfs.org
to access their other available resources
including online grief support groups,
counseling, Response Center programs.

Please visit our website for information
on how to access the following support
groups www.nsci.org/support.
• Alcoholics Anonymous
Virtual Meetings
• Al-Anon Electronic Meetings
• Alateen Chat Meetings
• Families Anonymous Virtual Meetings
• JACS (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically
dependent, and Significant others) a
peer-led support group for Jews in
addiction recovery, offering space
for all Jews in addiction recovery.

Laurie Bagan
Laura Boehm
Merle Branner
David Cohen
Debra Cohen
Deborah Coven
Robert Dillon
Judy Falk
Leslee Goldman
Mark Gutman

Laurie Hart
Denise Heimlich
Mimi Horowitz
Shay Kessel
Taryn Kessel
Karen Kohn
Amy Litner
Susan Longo
Anne Macknin
Barbara Mazur
Hannah Merens

Margot Peters
Mark Peters
Lorelei Rosenthal
Dave Rothschild
Cathy Scheman
Onnie Scheyer
Beth Shapiro
Sheryl Solomon
April Victor
Tom Victor
Susan Wagner

Don Weil
Eileen Weil
Dean Weinberg
Jody Weinberg
Ann Weisberg
Elaine Wexler
Jessica Wexler
Sarah Wexler
Carol Wolfe
Ilyce Zoloto

To apply for a confidential grant, please fill
out the form at www.nsci.org/support and
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A contribution from non-NSCI congregants will be required for certain programs beginning in January.

Youth & Family Community
Yeast and Zoom: A Challah
Bake Extravaganza at Home

Adult Learning & Programs
JOIN US FOR THESE UPCOMING LECTURES AND CONVERSATIONS

BY DR. ROBERTA GOODMAN

THE GLENCOE CLERGY ASSOCIATION PRESENTS: A COMMUNITY
CONVERSATION WITH RICHARD ROTHSTEIN ON THE COLOR OF LAW

MORE THAN the Jewish people

MONDAY, JANUARY 18
7:30 PM

have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has
kept the Jewish people. Ahad
Ha’am.
Last year, we had 40+ families
filling Rebecca K. Crown Social
Hall for a challah bake. How much
fun that was.
This year, we had 40+ families
in their own kitchens making
challah together over Zoom. What
fun that was!
We had first-time challah
bakers and weekly challah bakers
together in small groups of 5–8 families on two different days
and three different times for our virtual challah bake. Our
volunteer parent challah bakers plus one “ringer” of a Goodman
Center teacher, who also owns her own baking company, led
our families in mixing the dough. While the dough was rising,
they played Shabbat bingo and watched some Shabbat videos
(available on YouTube) produced by familiar faces at NSCI:
• Rabbi Greene introducing Shabbat blessings
• Prayer leader, song leader, composer Alan Goodis
leading Shabbat songs
• Mady Frischer, Youth Engagement Coordinator, sharing
some of her favorite Shabbat stories from OSRUI, our
regional Reform camp
Then it was time for braiding and baking their delicious challah!
All this was made possible by our Goodman Center Family
Engagement Task Force who planned this event, our bakers
who led the sessions, Jennifer McKeag who prepared the
challah bake boxes, and our Goodman Center Partners and
Brotherhood who sponsored this event.
Stay tuned for more opportunities. Yeast and Zoom are
a powerful combination! What a great community we have.
Shabbat shalom! n

Racial segregation characterizes every metropolitan area in the U.S. and is responsible for our
most severe social and economic problems. De jure segregation―the laws and policy decisions
passed by local, state, and federal governments―promoted discriminatory patterns that continue
to this day. Government policy supporting segregation has corrupted our criminal justice
system, exacerbated economic inequality, and created large academic gaps between white and
black schoolchildren. It is only after learning this history that we can be prepared to undertake
the national conversation necessary to remedy our unconstitutional racial landscape.
Advance registration required in order to receive the webinar link. Sign up at nsci.org/coloroflaw.
The first 100 people to register for the program will receive a free copy of The Color of Law.

2021 DAVIS FAMILY FORUM FEATURING DR. BERNICE A. KING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26
5:30 PM

Dr. Bernice Albertine King is the youngest daughter to the late civil rights
leaders Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King. King is the
author of Hard Questions, Heart Answers: Sermons and Speeches.
Visit nsci.org/davisfamilyforum for more information and to register.
The Davis Family Forum was established in 1996 by Dr. Jack Davis z”l in memory of Rhoda Davis z”l to further
discussion and understanding of the crucial public affairs issues facing the Jewish community today.

NORTH SHORE FORUM: A CONVERSATION ABOUT LIFE IN A DIGITAL
SOCIETY WITH THE SOCIAL DILEMMA’S SHOSHANA ZUBOFF
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
7:30 PM ON ZOOM

There’s no doubt that smart devices, social networks, location services, and their ilk have
made 21st-century life incredibly efficient and hyper-optimized. But as Harvard Business
School emerita and scholar Shoshana Zuboff writes in 2019 bestseller and acclaimed The Age
of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future at the New Frontier of Power, having
access to these services comes with a price. As our individual choices become not only
predicted, but controlled, we are opting to concede our privacy in exchange for increased
connection and convenience. Optimistic but realistic, Zuboff shows us exactly how allowing
surveillance capitalism to flourish is sapping the strength of democracy and freedom.
Registration in advance required. Sign up at nsci.org/form/shoshana-zuboff.html

IMPORTANT GOODMAN CENTER FOR JEWISH
EDUCATION RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DATES

The North Shore Forum was established by NSCI in the mid-Twentieth Century as a means for convening
the community at large around the most compelling issues impacting society in modern life.

SUN, DEC 20–SUN, JAN 3: No School
SUN, JAN 17: PJ and Pancakes with a Purpose Family

Experience
SUN,
SUN,
SUN,
SUN,

JAN
FEB
FEB
FEB

31:
14:
21:
28:

2nd grade Tu b’Shevat Family Seder
No School
Purim Bingo Family Experience
Purim Festival
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Curious what we have to offer to Teens? Check out this infographic
to see many of our teen offerings. Email our Youth Engagement
Coordinator, Mady at mady@nsci.org to learn more!

Continued on page 10

N O RT H S H O R E C O N G R E G AT I O N I S R A E L | 9

Continued from page 9

PARENTING
CONVERSATIONS
SURVIVAL PARENTING
THIS WINTER
MONDAY, JANUARY 11
7:30 PM

Whether your child’s elementary
school is remote, hybrid, or inperson; whether you work remotely,
out of the home, or are a full-time
manager of your household—the
stressors of family life are magnified.
Gain guidance from the “experts”
and share your own hits and misses.
Tracey Kite, LCSW, of JCFS Chicago
will lead this conversation for an
hour you won’t want to miss!
Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.
QUARANTEENAGER:
LOVING & LIVING WITH
TWEENS & TEENS
THIS WINTER
MONDAY, JANUARY 25
7:30 PM

STUDY THE TALMUD WITH
RABBI WENDI GEFFEN

CLERGY IN CONVERSATION

MONDAYS, JANUARY 4–MARCH
15 (NO CLASS JANUARY 18 OR
FEBRUARY 15)
1:00–2:00 PM

Join Rabbi Wendi Geffen as we continue
the study of the Tractate Brachot, the
section of the Talmud responsible for
establishing what, when, how, and
why Jews pray the way we do.
Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.

HEALING SERVICE
WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 6, 20,
MARCH 3, 17, 31
8:00 PM

Join Cantor Goldstein for a quiet
and contemplative Healing Service.
Whether seeking support in navigating
the circumstances in which we or our
loved ones find themselves, together
we can create a quiet, gentle time
for prayer, meditation, and song that
focuses on healing and wholeness.
Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.

WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 13, 27,
FEBRUARY 10, 24
NOON ON FACEBOOK/STREAMSPOT

Join Rabbis Daniels, Geffen, Greene,
and Cantor Goldstein as they discuss
compelling topics of our time.

THE MINDFUL OR
MINDLESS LIFE
FRIDAYS, JANUARY 22, 29,
FEBRUARY 5
12:00–1:00 PM (NEW TIME)

Join Rabbi Wendi Geffen in exploration
of ancient Jewish spiritual teachings
that can strengthen our capacity to
live with awareness, generosity and
compassion even amidst the most
uncertain of times. Sessions will include
study, discussion and meditation.

INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM

This winter will be stressful for
everyone. Learn how to better
understand your middle and high
school students, and gain practical
ways to empower them, keep
them safe, and keep you sane.
Gain guidance from a professional
and share your experience. Lisa
Ehrlich, MEd, of JCFS Chicago
will lead this conversation for an
hour you won’t want to miss!

No experience necessary. Sign up at
nsci.org/virtual.

MONDAY EVENINGS,
JANUARY 11–MARCH 24
7:00 PM

BOOK DISCUSSIONS

Sign up at http://bit.ly/introjudaism.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24
10:00 AM ON ZOOM

Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.

SENIOR CONNECTIONS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Being Mortal (Atul Gawande)
A life-changing book, “a personal
meditation on how we can better
live with age-related frailty, serious
illness and approaching death.”
Book is readily available.

Barry Bradford presents the
many faces of Danny Kaye

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
10:00 AM ON ZOOM

Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.

Together: The Healing Power of Human
Connection in a Sometimes Lonely World
(Dr. Vivek H. Murthy, MD)
A thoughtful volume on our emotional
and physical health impacted by
loneliness and connection by the
19th Surgeon General of the United
States. Book is readily available.

Both of these parenting conversations
are brought to you by the parents
and staff of the NSCI Youth & Family
Community Committee (YFCC).
Questions? Rabbi Greene would
love to answer them. Email
rabbigreene@nsci.org.
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Join Rabbi Daniels and clergy from
3 nearby synagogues for this online
introduction to Jewish life, intended
for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of Jewish history,
prayers, holidays and more!

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13

“Is the Violin a Jewish Instrument?”
with Cantor Goldstein

WRITING AND THINKING &
READING JEWISH POETRY
WITH NEIL RIGLER

WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 27,
FEBRUARY 3, 10
7:00 PM

We’ll read a variety of poems and
respond by writing our own, based
on their language and ideas. No
prior writing experience necessary.
Sign up for all three sessions, or just
one. We’ll celebrate with a public
reading and Havdalah service over
zoom at the end of the workshop.

JEWS IN SPORTS: MORE
THAN JUST A PAMPHLET
WITH ED SHERMAN AND
RABBI RYAN DANIELS

MISSED A LECTURE? Check
out our Community Conversations
Archive on our website and view
our archive of conversations and
discussions with field experts and
scholars. We will continue to add
recordings of lectures so that they
may be accessed after they occur.
Go to nsci.org/communityconversations-archive.

TUESDAYS, FEBRUARY 23,
MARCH 2, 9
7:00 PM

Join long-time sportswriter and author,
Ed Sherman for an inside look at Jews
in sports, sharing the inspiring stories
of perseverance in overcoming extreme
challenges in the pursuit of greatness.
Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.

Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.

Music

Rabbi Greene will lead conversations
on two powerful books of meaning.
Join for one or both discussions. Read
as much as you can—but show up
if you’ve not finished the books!
Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.

SHIR CHADASH

HOLY CHANTERS

JEWISH JAMMERS

MONDAYS, JANUARY 11, 25,
MARCH 1, 15, 29
7:00–8:30 PM

WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 13, 27,
MARCH 10, 24
6:00–7:00 PM

MONDAYS, MARCH 8, 22
7:00–8:30 PM

Join Shir Chadash VIRTUALLY and meet
friends who love to sing or play a musical
instrument. Shir Chadash provides a
rich harmony to enhance our worship
experience and help create sacred
moments during Shabbat, celebrations
and commemorations! Our repertoire
includes a variety of traditional and new
genres. We also perform during concerts
throughout the year, so come join Cantor
Goldstein and Paul Vander Weele.

Learn to chant Torah & Haftarah with
Cantor David Goldstein. Gain a practical
knowledge of cantillation that will allow
you to successfully chant. We will focus
on Torah and Haftarah (time permitting).
In order to keep your skills current
you will become a part of a group that
will offer your chanting of Torah for
our Shabbat morning community.

Sign up at nsci.org/virtual.

Please note this program is virtual. Sign up
at nsci.org/virtual.

Gather together with Cantor Goldstein
for an in-person, socially-distanced
jam session at NSCI! Bring your guitar,
bass, harmonica, or other instrument
and a piece of music to play with the
group (we'll provide the drums).
Masks must be worn at all times while
inside the synagogue. This program is open
to congregants and is only for musicians;
there will be no audience. Please email
Sarah at sarahd@nsci.org to register.
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Tikkun Olam
BOOK DRIVE FOR
BERNIE’S BOOK BANK

LOOKING FOR A MITZVAH
PROJECT TO DO AT HOME?

JANUARY 10–FEBRUARY 28

Sign up to purchase the ingredients and
make sandwiches for The Night Ministry,
a non-profit organization dedicated to
providing essential services to Chicago’s
food insecure and transient population.

Donate NEW or GENTLY USED books
for children, ages 0–12. Together, let’s
help Bernie’s Book Bank provide EVERY
child with a book of their own!

THANK YOU
THANKSGIVING MITZVAH
PROJECT VOLUNTEERS!
Thank you for participating in this
year’s Family to Family Thanksgiving
Mitzvah Project, providing
Thanksgiving meals for nearly 200
families at Whittier Elementary
School and helping to nurture
NSCI’s long standing relationship
with our neighbors in Waukegan.

The Ruthie & Bill Katz Archives

Books can be dropped off at NSCI's
Administrative office outer lobby during
regular business hours (Mon–Thurs, 9am–
5pm and Fri, 9am–4pm). Call ahead to let
us know you’re coming: 847-835-0724. If
purchasing new books online, please send
them to NSCI, ATTN: Rabbi Ryan Daniels,
1185 Sheridan Road, Glencoe, IL, 60022.

Visit nsci.org/FTH to sign up.

17: NSCI’S REFUGEE
RESETTLEMENT PROJECT
For two consecutive years NSCI has
partnered with RefugeeOne to help resettle
a refugee family here in Chicago. We are
grateful for the opportunity to again work
with RefugeeOne to settle a third family,
and invite you to visit our website to learn
how you and your family can help!
www.nsci.org/17

Women of NSCI
COFFEE & CONVERSATIONS:
WINTER TREATS WITH
JACQUELINE MARCUS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13
8:00–9:00 PM

WNSCI's Jacqueline Marcus, nutritionist
and author of many cookbooks, will
demonstrate how to make some of her
favorite winter treats. Just the pick-meup we'll all need in the middle of January.
Sign up at nsci.org/wnsci.

COFFEE & CONVERSATION:
RESILIENCE DURING
HARD TIMES WITH
BARB APPELBAUM
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
8:00–9:00 PM

In the blink of an eye, everything
can change. And when diagnosed
with a chronic disease or faced with
a pandemic, it can feel like life as we
know it is over. By combining healthy
living, spirituality, and neuroscience
principles, our own Barbara Appelbaum,
author of Be Your Own Superhero,
will give us strategies to discover
and strengthen our resilience.
Sign up at nsci.org/wnsci.
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WOMEN'S RETREAT –
ON EAGLES' WINGS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5 –
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6

Join us via Zoom for a soaring Shabbat
of community and connection. We'll
include a pajama party, dinner,
interactive Torah study, a craft
project, and a compelling speaker.
For more information and to register,
visit nsci.org/wnsci.

UPCOMING EREV
SHABBAT SCHMOOZES
FRIDAY, JANUARY 22
5:30–6:00 PM
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
5:30–6:00 PM

Since we can't be together in person, join
us by Zoom to catch up with other Women
of NSCI for a half hour before services.
Sign up at nsci.org/wnsci.

SISTERS IN THE SUKKAH
COOK BOOK
We have had many requests for our
Sisters in The Sukkah Cook Book! If
you'd like a copy, you can find the
download link at nsci.org/wnsci.

WOMEN OF NSCI’S

Judaica
Gift Shop
MEZUZOT • TALITOT •
CANDLESTICKS & KIDDUSH CUPS
HAVDALAH SETS • TZEDAKAH
BOXES • SEDER PLATES •
HANNUKIOT • AND MORE!

•

On the Jewish Calendar, there’s
always something to celebrate.
We have an exciting collection of
Judaica, Jewelry, and Gift Ideas,
and are available to assist you via
remote shopping or by appointment
(as current restrictions permit).
Contact us at 847-835-4009
or giftshopnsci@gmail.com.

A Look Back on our History of
the North Shore Forum Lectures
BY MERLE A. BRANNER &
ELLEN (KATZ) BLOCK
NORTH SHORE Congregation Israel
has a long history of providing cultural
enrichment for all of the residents of the
North Shore, starting shortly after the
incorporation of the synagogue with the
Forum Council Lecture, later known as
the North Shore Forum Lecture Series.
The North Shore Forum was run by
the Forum Council Committee which
had members from the Men’s Club,
Sisterhood and Board of Trustees and,
over the years, presented guest speakers
of great renown, such as Eleanor
Roosevelt and Bill Clinton.
On January 5, 1921, Dr. A. J. Todd,
a sociologist from the University
of Minnesota, gave the first talk.
Subsequent lecturers were prestigious,
influential leaders such as John Haynes
Holmes of Community Church, New
York City, Professor M.C. Otto, and
Oswald Garrison Villard. Mr. Holmes
was a Unitarian minister, an outspoken
peace activist, and co-founder of both
the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) and the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). Professor M.C. Otto was an
author, philosopher, and eventual Chair
of the Department of Philosophy at
the University of Wisconsin. Oswald
Garrison Villard was an American
journalist and editor of both The Nation
and The New York Evening Post, a civil
rights activist, and a founding member
of the NAACP. Admission to these
lectures was $1.00 for the series and
even though the entire series brought
in $271.15 with a net profit of $2.55, it
was said that these lectures, on subjects
of interest and open to the public, were
“the Congregation’s contribution to the
community…”
Drama ensued on March 12, 1935,
when John Strachey (full name Evelyn

John St. Loe Strachey), British socialist
writer and Labour politician, regarded as
an outspoken advocate of communism,
was the speaker at the Forum Council
Lecture. At the conclusion of his talk,
Mr. Strachey was arrested at the temple
by the Department of Immigration and
Naturalization as evidence had been
found which, in its judgment, sustained
the deportation of Strachey back to
Britain. Other guests who came to the
Forum spoke on relevant topics of the
day such as Marvin Lowenthal, widelytraveled author, lecturer and Zionist,
who, on January 28, 1936, chose “Must
Europe Go to War?” as his topic.
Even though the lectures were well
received, on March 25, 1936 there
was a letter directed to the Board of
Trustees from Allen B. Mecklenburger,
a Board member, recommending
discontinuance of the present format
of the once-popular Forum Council
Lecture Series and proposing in its place
a series of lectures, all given by one
speaker on one particular subject. In his
analysis of the three years of the lecture
series, Mr. Mecklenburger described
the tremendous effort and time which
the series entailed, and detailed a
behind-the-scenes look at the thought
process and activities of the Forum
Council Committee. He recounted the
financial success of the first year, with
a profit of $650, followed by deficits
of $350 and $100, the following two
years. He cited as reasons necessitating
a change: increased competition
from other lecture programs in the
community, decreased attendance at
the Forum Series, particularly by NSCI
members, and concern among some
members that many of the lecturers
had an anti-capitalist bent. Further,
he noted that while many patrons of
the series regarded it as a privilege to
listen to an address by an author or
person occupying a high public position

(Top) Elearnor Roosevelt.
(Bottom) 1992. From left: Dennis Black, moderator;
Hilary Clinton; Governor Bill Clinton; and Rabbi
Herbert Bronstein.

“regardless of the content of the address,”
others felt that speakers often use the
lecture platform for political purposes.
The suggestion of a less controversial
series seemed to him a middle ground,
retaining the intangible benefits and
well-regarded position of a lecture series
in the cultural life of the community while
avoiding antagonizing members of the
congregation and the public in general.
Following Mr. Mecklenburger’s
proposal for a change, our Board of
Trustees’ minutes have no mention of
the Forum lectures until September
13, 1943, when James Loeb, a Past
President of the congregation and then
current Board member, suggested a
committee be appointed or an existing
committee be instructed to resume the
public lectures which had been dropped
from the temple program a few years
before. Loeb’s proposal was adopted,
and the old Forum Council Lecture
series was renamed the North Shore
Forum Lecture Series.
For the full article go to NSCI.org/arviches.
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January 2021 n Tevet/Shevat 5781

February 2021 n Shevat/Adar 5781

M

T

W

T

F

S
2

1
Building Closed – New
Year’s Day
2:30 pm Shabbat
Sermon ●
6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

3
Building Closed –
Winter Break

10
9:00 am WNSCI Board
Meeting ♦

17
7:00 pm Introduction to
Judaism ♦

24
10:00 am Being Mortal
book discussion with
Rabbi Lisa Greene ♦

31

4

5

9:30 am Memoir Writing 7:00 pm FA Meeting ▲
Class with Carole Mark
Gingiss ♦
1:00 pm Study the
Talmud Class with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦

11

12

9:30 am Memoir Writing 1:00 pm WNSCI Book
Class with Carole Mark
Group ♦
Gingiss ♦
7:00 pm FA Meeting ▲
1:00 pm Study the
Talmud Class with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦
7:00 pm Introduction to
Judaism ♦
7:00 pm Shir Chadash
with Cantor David
Goldstein ♦

18

19

9:30 am Memoir Writing 7:00 pm FA Meeting ▲
Class with Carole Mark
Gingiss ♦
7:30 pm A Communal
Conversation with
Richard Rothstein on
his Critically-Acclaimed
Book The Color of Law ♦

25

26

9:30 am Memoir Writing 5:30 pm Davis Forum:
Class with Carole Mark
Dr. Bernice King ♦
Gingiss ♦
7:00 pm FA Meeting ▲
1:00 pm Study the
Talmud Class with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦
7:00 pm Introduction to
Judaism ♦
7:00 pm Shir Chadash
with Cantor David
Goldstein ♦
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2:30 pm Shabbat
Sermon ●
6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

16

15

14

13
12:00 pm Clergy in
Conversation ■ ●
1:00 pm Senior
Connections ♦
6:00 pm AA Meeting on
nsci.org Hub of Support
6:00 pm North Shore
Alateen Meeting ▲
6:00 pm Holy Chanters
with Cantor David
Goldstein ♦

2:30 pm Shabbat
Sermon ●
6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

23

12:00 pm Mindful or
Mindless Life with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦
2:30 pm Shabbat
Sermon ●
5:30 pm PJ Library Tu
B'shevat Tot Shabbat ●
6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

Tu B’shevat

♦

on Zoom

30

12:00 pm Mindful or
Mindless Life with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦
2:30 pm Shabbat
Sermon ●
6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

●

on Facebook

■

on Streamspot

7
9:00 am WNSCI Board
Meeting ♦
10:00 am Together:
The Healing Power of
Human Connection in a
Sometimes Lonely World
Book Discussion with
Rabbi Lisa Greene ♦

14

T

1

2

8

21

9

7:00 pm Introduction to 1:00 pm WNSCI Book
Judaism ♦
Group ♦
9:30 am Memoir Writing 7:00 pm FA Meeting ▲
Class with Carole Mark
Gingiss ♦
1:00 pm Study the
Talmud Class with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦

15
President’s Day –
Building Closed

22
7:00 pm Introduction to
Judaism ♦
1:00 pm Study the
Talmud Class with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

29

28

27

M

7:00 pm Introduction to 7:00 pm FA Meeting ▲
Judaism ♦
9:30 am Memoir Writing
Class with Carole Mark
Gingiss ♦
1:00 pm Study the
Talmud Class with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

22

21

20
6:00 pm AA Meeting ▲
6:00 pm North Shore
Alateen Meeting ▲
8:00 pm Healing Service
with Cantor David
Goldstein ●

Erev Tu B’shevat
12:00 pm Clergy in
Conversation ■ ●
6:00 pm AA Meeting ▲
6:00 pm North Shore
Alateen Meeting ▲
6:00 pm Holy Chanters
with Cantor David
Goldstein ♦
7:00 pm Writing and
Thinking & Reading Jewish
Poetry with Neil Rigler ♦

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

8

7

6
6:00 pm AA Meeting ▲
6:00 pm North Shore
Alateen Meeting ▲
8:00 pm Healing Service
with Cantor David
Goldstein ●

S

16
7:00 pm FA Meeting ▲

23
7:00 pm FA Meeting ▲

W

T

3

4

F
5

11

WNSCI Women’s Virtual
Retreat
9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

12

12:00 pm Clergy in
Conversation ■ ●
6:00 pm AA Meeting ▲
6:00 pm North Shore
Alateen Meeting ▲
7:00 pm Writing and
Thinking & Reading
Jewish Poetry with Neil
Rigler ♦

13

6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

17

18

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

19

20

6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

6:00 pm AA Meeting ▲
6:00 pm North Shore
Alateen Meeting ▲
7:30 pm North Shore
Forum: A Conversation
about Life in a Digital
Society with The Social
Dilemma's Shoshana
Zuboff ♦

24
12:00 pm Clergy in
Conversation ■ ●
1:00 pm Senior
Connections ♦
6:00 pm AA Meeting ▲
6:00 pm North Shore
Alateen Meeting ▲

6

WNSCI Women’s Virtual
Retreat
12:00 pm Mindful or
Mindless Life with Rabbi
Wendi Geffen ♦
6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

6:00 pm AA Meeting ▲
6:00 pm North Shore
Alateen Meeting ▲
7:00 pm Writing and
Thinking & Reading
Jewish Poetry with Neil
Rigler ♦

10

S

25

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

26

Erev Purim

27

Purim
6:15 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat Service ■ ●

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

28

9:30 am Shabbat
Morning Experience ♦

▲

on nsci.org Hub of Support

♦

on Zoom

●

on Facebook

■

on Streamspot

▲

on nsci.org Hub of Support
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IN CASE OF AN
AFTER-HOURS
EMERGENCY—

death of a loved one, unexpected
hospitalization or accident—
please call the synagogue office
at 847.835.0724 and follow
the prompts for an emergency.
One of our staff will call you
back as soon as possible.

IMPORTANT
BUILDING DATES
Please note that the NSCI office
will be closed on Thursday,
December 24, 2020 and will
reopen at 9:00 am on Monday,
January 4, 2021. Shabbat services
will be streamed and, if needed,
clergy will be available for funeral
services and memorials. In case of
an emergency, call 847.835.0724
and follow the prompts.

North Shore Forum:

A Conversation about Life in a Digital Society
with The Social Dilemma’s Shoshana Zuboff
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
7:30 PM ON ZOOM
There’s no doubt that smart devices, social networks,
location services, and their ilk have made 21st-century
life incredibly efficient and hyper-optimized. But as
Harvard Business School emerita and scholar Shoshana
Zuboff writes in 2019 bestseller and acclaimed The Age of
Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future at the
New Frontier of Power, having access to these services comes with a price. As
our individual choices become not only predicted, but controlled, we are opting
to concede our privacy in exchange for increased connection and convenience.
Optimistic but realistic, Zuboff shows us exactly how allowing surveillance
capitalism to flourish is sapping the strength of democracy and freedom.
Registration in advance required. Sign up at nsci.org/form/shoshana-zuboff.html
The North Shore Forum was established by NSCI in the mid-Twentieth Century as a means for
convening the community at large around the most compelling issues impacting society in modern life.

