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We would like to update the congregation on the Archival work we are currently doing. At present, we are reading the 
Board of Trustee minutes from the first meeting on April 27, 1920 to the present and creating an outline of the 
congregation’s historical events. This research is helping us develop insight into how North Shore Congregation 
Israel became what it is today and is also being used to create our historical, interactive FaceBook page where we 
post current important events, creative photographs and ask people to share their memories. We even challenge our 
followers with questions they can answer from their years at NSCI or from looking through the FaceBook pages.   For 
instance, if we post the question, “On what date did Rabbi Louis A. Mischkind become the first permanent Rabbi of 
our congregation, ?” you would be able to discover that answer on the NSCI FaceBook page.  
 
Speaking of Rabbi Louis A. Mischkind, let’s now go back in time.  
 
As Rabbi Hirsch was not in good health and travel from the south side of Chicago was difficult, in June of 1922, the 
congregation decided to hire its first permanent rabbi.  They chose Rabbi Louis A. Mischkind, then Rabbi of 
Fremont Congregation in New York, though he was not immediately available and didn’t actually begin his 
rabbinate with North Shore Congregation until fall of 1923. 
 
Rabbi Mischkind was born in Louisville, Kentucky, in June 1895, moved to New York at an early age and was 
educated in Brooklyn and New York City schools.  He received his B.A. from the University of Cincinnati at the age 
of 19 and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, obtaining a Master’s degree two years later.  His early Jewish training was 
with private teachers and at Brooklyn Talmud Torah. Simultaneous with his college work, he attended Hebrew 
Union College, was an honor student throughout his time there and in 1913, received a degree of Bachelor of 
Hebrew Literature.  He died in Wilmington, Delaware in June 1929, at the young age of 34, of complications after 
being thrown from a horse.  At the memorial held in Rabbi Mischkind’s honor, his friend described him,  
Rabbi Arthur Feldman of Congregation Beth Israel in West Hartford, Connecticut, as “clear and keen of mind, of 
philosophic bent…scholarly, logical, persistent, honest, thorough and…uncompromising.” 
 
Rabbi Mischkind was only retained at North Shore Congregation for two years, but during his short tenure, he 
brought structure and direction to the fledgling congregation, particularly with the institution of regular Friday 
night services and in the religious school.  The congregation had grown from its membership of 80 in 1920 to 92 
the following year.  By 1924, there were 199 member families: 58 from Winnetka, 44 from Ravinia and Highland 
Park, 37 from Wilmette, 29 from Glencoe, 15 from Hubbard Woods and 7 “others.”   Efforts were made to hold 
discussion groups by community to encourage participation and connection to the congregation.   
1924 also saw the beginnings of a temple “bulletin,” one of which – the April 21st to May 12th edition - is reprinted 
in part, below.  The congregation was meeting at this time at the Glencoe Masonic Temple and had not yet begun 
to consider a building of its own.  Of particular note is the section entitled Attendance at Sabbath Eve Meetings in 
which Rabbi Mischkind answers the question of why attendance Friday night services is important. 
 
 
Please look for and Like Us at http://facebook.com/RuthieandBillKatzArchives 


