
Torah Study - VAYIKRA תלמוד תורה - ויקרא:
ּבָרּוךְ אַּתָה יְיָ אֱלֹהֵינּו מֶלֶךְ הָעֹולָם, אֲׁשֶר קִדְׁשָנּו ּבְמִצְֹותָיו, וְצִּוָנּו לַעֲסֹוק ּבְדִבְרֵי תֹורָה.

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, asher kideshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah.
Blessed are you Eternal our God, Sovereign of the universe, who commands us to engage in the study of Torah.

"Prayer is not a substitute for sacrifice..."
You shall season your every offering of meal 
with salt; you shall not omit from your meal of-
fering the salt of your covenant with God, with 
all your offerings you must offer salt.    (Lev 
2:13)

 ּתִמְלָח ּבַּמֶלַח מִנְחָתְךָ קָרְּבַן–וְכָל 
מֵעַל אֱלֹהֶיךָ ּבְרִית מֶלַח תַׁשְּבִית וְלֹא

 ּתַקְרִיב קָרְּבָנְךָ–ּכָל עַל מִנְחָתֶךָ
:מֶלַח

BDB Definition of קָרְּבַן
An offering, a presenting.   The root of which is vb קרב karav, to draw near or approach; to bring 
near.

Isaiah 1:11-1:15
"What need have I for all of your sacrifices?" says the Eternal.  "I am sated with burnt offerings 
of rams, and suet of fatlings, and blood of bulls; and I have no delight in lambs and he-goats.  
That you come to appear before Me--who says that of you?  Trample My courts no more; 
bringing oblation is futile, incense is offensive to Me.  New moon and sabbath, Proclaiming of 
solemnnities, assemblies with iniquity, I cannot abide.  Your new moons and fixed seasons fill 
Me with loathing; they are become a burden to Me, I cannot endure them.... Your hands are 
stained with crime--wash yourselves clean; put your evil doings away from My sight.  Cease to 
do evil, learn to do good, devote yourselves to justice, aid the wrong, uphold the rights of the 
orphan, defend the cause of the widow."  (note: we read Isaiah every Yom Kippur)

Leviticus Rabbah 2:12 (midrash)
Let no person say, "I will go and do ugly and immoral things.  Then I will bring a bull with much
meat and offer it as a sacrifice on the alter and God will forgive me." God will not have mercy on
such a person. 

Eliyahu Rabbah
Let a person do good deeds, study Torah, and bring and offering.  Then God will have mercy and
extend repentence.

Avot de-Rebbi Natan  (quoting Hosea)
"[Standing in the ruins of the Temple, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai told his students....] do not 
grive.  We have a means of atonement that is equal to sacrifice.  It is the doing of kind deeds.  
For God teaches us, 'I desire mercy, not sacrifices.'''

Maimonides (Guide for the Perplexed)
[The people learned that] the sacrificial system is not the primary objective of the command-
ments, but that prayer is a better means of obtaining nearness to God.



Exodus Rabbah (38:4)
If the people of Israel say, "we are poor and 
have no sacrifices to bring for offering," 
God tells them, "I need only words."

Pesikta de-Rav Kahana (158a)
Even if they compplain that they have no 
synagogue in their city, God tells them to pray in 
their fields and, if not there, on their beds and, if 
not their beds, then in their hearts.

Morris Adler
Prayer is the heart of significant living.
Prayer is a step on which we rise from the self we are to the self we wish to be.
Prayer affirms the hope that no reality can crush the aspiration that can never acknowledge defeat...
Prayer seeks the power to do wisely, to act generously, to live helpfully....
Prayer is the search for silence amidst noise...
Prayer takes us beyond the self...our prayers are answered when we are challenged to be what we can be.

Carol Ochs and Kerry Olitzky  (Jewish Spiritual Guidance, 35)
During the time of the Bible, our people had no prayer books, no collected body of texts that a 
person referred to when it was time to pray.  Even the psalms, the earliest known prayers of our 
people, whose text can be found scattered throughout our prayer books were generally used only 
in public assembly at the Temple in Jerusalem.  As a result no one could confuse the simple rote 
recitation of words in the prayer book with the act of praying.  Real prayer involves opening our 
self to the reality of God's presence.  In the midst of prayer, we can talk to God about 
everything.... 

[Prayer is not only about the typical three fixed jewish types of prayer...it is also, at times,
complaint and outrage... Consider one who shows up to synagogue and sits silently, in protest--
believing and challenging God within that system of belief.  Or consider the voice below of Joan,
below, who had lost her job and gone out to the country for some time to reflect and reevaluate, 
where she received word that her manuscript was rejected, and then a day later that a friend 
died....]

God I am angry!  So much has been taken from me and I just wanted a little support.  I am ungrateful--
prabably.  But what can I enjoy?  What can I celebrate?  What can I hope for?  I get "wooed into the wilder-
ness" only to have everything taken from me.  I'm furious.  I don't want to write, I don't want to work again,
I don't want anything.  I'm just furious and sad and bitter and resentful, and there is a limit to my resilience..

Abraham Joshua Heschel
Prayer is not substitute for sacrifice.  Prayer is sacrifice.   [...in true prayer] we try to surrender 
our vanities, to burn our insolence, to abandon bias, dishonesty, envy....in moments of prayer we 
do not sacrifice. We are the sacrifice."

NU???  For Conversation and Contemplation....
1. In the BDB definition, what is the connection "korban," offerings, and its root, "karav," 

which means "drawing near"?  How do we draw near with our own offerings?  
2. Which parts of Jewish prayer, and moments in a worship service, do you feel you are 

"drawing near"?  When do you feel you are not drawing distant?
3. If, as Adler says, prayer is really about connecting to "the self we wish to be," when and 

where do you find your most sincere prayer?  How, where, when do you listen to this voice?
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