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Still in the early days of its existence, the focus of the Israel Discourse Advisory Committee (IDAC) 
has been on gaining an understanding of its role in relation to the Israel Discourse Policy and the goals 
of synagogue leadership; seeking to become a cohesive unit; and developing a group culture in which 
decisions are reached through consensus.  Toward those ends, it has devoted attention to sharing among 
it members their diverse experiences and perspectives concerning Israel and Israel-related issues.  The 
committee has also articulated and refined procedures for internal communication and for receiving and 
addressing congregational matters for its consideration.   
 
With regard to substantive matters, the committee has worked with the leadership of the Adult 
Education Committee, encouraging that group to develop a tentative plan of Israel-related 
programming for the year within which individual program proposals could be evaluated.   In that 
context, IDAC approved the request of the Adult Education Committee to invite several speakers 
scheduled to be in the area for presentations at Duke (the speakers were not able to accept those 
invitations due to timing and scheduling considerations).  The committee reacted favorably to plans for 
an adult education course on Zionism described by co-teachers Emily Karz and Rabbi Bach.  The 
committee also served as a sounding board for aspects of the Beth Meyer-Judea Reform Israel trip 
planned for next June and the optional extended portion of the trip to Hebron and environs, and, after 
discussion with the rabbi, provided its affirmation of those plans.   
 
The committee has been a forum for discussion of other matters related to Israel and to process.  These 
have included JRC's partnership with other Jewish organizations in sponsoring the recent StandWithUs 
event at the JCC (having been entered into before IDAC came into existence, such partnerships on the 
synagogue's part would now require IDAC approval) and the issue of whether a speaker having 
controversial positions on Israel/Palestine issues might be invited to speak on topics completely 
unrelated to those issues (this is viewed by the committee as generally beyond its scope except in the 
most extreme cases).   In addition, the committee has drawn a distinction between the synagogue's 
sponsoring of an Israel-related event, which would require its review and approval, and the publicizing 
of Jewish events in the wider community, including those related to Israel, through JRC information 
channels.  The latter will now be accompanied by a disclaimer to the effect that the synagogue's 
publicizing of such events does not imply JRC's endorsement of them.   
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