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Judea Reform Congregation

January 16, 2022/ 14 Sh'Vat 5782 
  
Dear Judea Reform Friends, 

This morning we thank God that the hostages of Congregation Beth Israel in
Colleyville, Texas, are all free, safe, and with their loved ones. Thank God for
extraordinary, poised, and brave leadership, from my colleague Rabbi Charlie
Cytron-Walker and the three worshippers held hostage at gunpoint, to the
outstanding law enforcement that succeeded at ensuring their safe liberation.
Thank God that the congregants, who watched the synagogue livestream, in
horror, for the first few hours of that nightmare, can now breathe an immense sigh
of relief. Thank God. 
  
Without recounting all of the details we know (leaving that to CNN and other
reliable media outlets), I did not want to delay communicating with you, my fellow
beloved congregants, to say first and foremost, in this delicate moment: we thank
God. Of course, we will have much more to share in the days to come, processing
and learning from this incident. You can rest assured that the leaders whom we
entrust in our own safety and security were fully responsive to our duties (including
our partner organizations and local law enforcement), and I am so grateful to say
the measures that should go in place during an incident of this nature were fully
attended to.  
  
I also wish to recognize that while our primary emotion is one of relief for the
physical safety of the hostages, we pray mightily for the emotional, spiritual, and
psychological healing of all the wounds inflicted yesterday, particularly upon the
worshippers and their families.  
  
As we all learn more, we will do so with the strong sense of solidarity and
togetherness that these crises demand; we will not allow a terrorist to achieve the
evil goal of dividing us–not only within the Jewish community but from all who seek
peace. We are one.  
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Every single morning, we thank God in our liturgy for the holy act of freeing
captives.  The words and melodies of our prayers are like placeholders, preparing
us for the inevitable moments in which our experiences and emotional postures
beg for expression. This morning I invite you to join me in reciting these words, with
all our hearts: 
  
 ברוך אתה יהוה אלהינו מלך העולם מתיר אסורים
Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, Matir Asurim 
We praise You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the Universe, Freer of Captives 
  
 שמע ישראל יהוה אלהינו יהוה אחד
 ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד
Shema Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai Echad 
Baruch shem k’vod malchuto l’olam va-ed 
Hear, O Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai is One. 
Blessed is God’s glorious majesty forever and ever. 
  
It seems most appropriate for the last word to be the message of Rabbi Cytron-
Walker, which he posted this morning: 
  
I am thankful and filled with appreciation for 
All of the vigils and prayers and love and support, 
All of the law enforcement and first responders who cared for us, 
All of the security training that helped save us.
I am grateful for my family. 
I am grateful for the CBI Community, the Jewish Community, the Human
Community. 
I am grateful that we made it out. 
I am grateful to be alive. 
   
L'Shalom, 

 
Rabbi Matthew V. Soffer

Judea Reform Congregation 
1933 W. Cornwallis Rd. 
Durham, NC 27705
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