
 
 

 
 

19 October 2021/ 13 Marheshvan 5782  
 

 
Dear Lt. Governor Robinson, 
 

We, the undersigned, condemn Lt. Governor Mark Robinson’s continued bigoted rhetoric attacking 
the North Carolina LGBTQ community. While the Lt. Governor recently attempted to justify his hateful 
words, we find his clarification to be lacking. Given his history of inflammatory statements, we demand 
he clearly and unequivocally apologize.  
 
In the Book of Genesis, we read very clearly that God has created humanity in the Divine Image, which 
compels us to recognize all of humanity to be a part of the Creation and deserving of our support and 
love, not hatred nor insult. Members of the LGBTQ community, like the rest of us, are created in the 
image of God and have added tremendously to the lives of people in this state and country. They 
deserve to be treated with dignity and respect as individuals, let alone for their contributions to our 
world. 
 
Lt. Governor Robinson’s oratory and writings have been laced with Holocaust-themed language, which 
not only belittles the six million Jews and members of the LGBTQ community who were murdered 
during the Holocaust, but is particularly frightening in light of growing antisemitism and homophobic 
acts which we witness in North Carolina and the U.S. 
 
The Book of Proverbs teaches, “Life and death are in the power of the tongue.” (Ps. 18:21) 
 
Lt. Governor: Your cruel, damaging words have real-world consequences. LGBTQ youth are at great 
risk for suicide and self-harm. We have lost faith in your leadership and find your rhetoric to be 
blasphemous. 
 
Acknowledge and apologize, repair and change your ways, Lt. Governor. Those are the steps of the 
repentant soul. We can no longer tolerate an elected official who holds such a high office in our great 
state of North Carolina speaking with such vitriolic, antisemitic, and homophobic language that reflects 
so poorly on our state, incites further hatred and life-threatening behaviors, and only divides our 
population.  
 
Signatories: 
 
Rabbi Joshua Ben-Gideon, Beth David Synagogue, Greensboro 
Rabbi Philip J. Bentley, Agudas Israel Congregation, Hendersonville 
Rabbi Kenneth Brickman, Sandhills Jewish Congregation, Pinehurst  
*Rabbi Mark Cohn, Temple Emanuel, Winston-Salem  
Rabbi Robin Damsky, Limitless Judaism, Durham  



Rabbi Lucy Dinner, Temple Beth Or, Raleigh 
Rabbi Ariel Edery, Beth Shalom, Raleigh 
Rabbi Dr. Andrew Vogel Ettin, Temple Israel, Salisbury 
Rabbi Libby Fischer, Temple Emanuel, Greensboro  
Rabbi John Friedman, Durham 
Rabbi Daniel Greyber, Beth El Synagogue, Durham 
Rabbi Fred Guttman, Emeritus, Temple Emanuel, Greensboro  
Rabbi Rachael Jackson, Agudas Israel Congregation, Hendersonville 
Rabbi Raachel Jurovics, Ph.D., Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 
Rabbi Asher Knight, Temple Beth El, Charlotte 
Rabbi Andy Koren, Temple Emanuel, Greensboro 
Cantor Karen N. Kumin, Yavneh: A Jewish Renewal Community, Raleigh 
Rabbi Mitchell Levine, Beth Israel, Asheville 
Rabbi Dr. Laura Lieber, Duke University, Durham 
Rabbi Emily Ilana Losben-Ostrov, Temple Israel, Wilmington 
Cantor Jacqueline Marx, Pluralistic Rabbinical Seminary, Carrboro 
Rabbi Batsheva Meiri, Congregation Beth HaTephila, Asheville 
Rabbi Rachel Smookler, The Ruach Community, Charlotte  
Rabbi Matthew Soffer, Judea Reform Congregation, Durham 
*Rabbi Eric Solomon, Beth Meyer Synagogue, Raleigh 
*Rabbi Jennifer Solomon, Beth Meyer Synagogue, Raleigh 
Rabbi Michael Wolk, Temple Israel, Charlotte 
 
*Organizer 

 


