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A Note from Rabbi Franken
DEAR PARENTS AND STUDENTS:

B’ruchim haba’im, welcome, to the journey of your child and your family

toward bar or bat mitzvah at Judea Reform Congregation. We are a diverse
community and we come to this journey from various places. Some of you
are continuing a tradition of generation after generation of bar/bat mitzvah.
Some of you have yourselves joined the Jewish people. And some of you are
not Jewish but are raising your children as Jews. Together, you weave the
fabric of this colorful and beautiful community. The Judea Reform
Congregation community is eager to help you find your own way on that
road.

The Hebrew word “mitzvah” means more than “good deed.” It signifies a
commitment. And the words bar or bat, when combined with “mitzvah,”
form an idiom that means “One who takes on a commitment.” A bar/bat
mitzvah is one who takes upon him/herself the commitment of being
involved with Judaism and the life of the Jewish community. The ceremony
is designed to allow your child to demonstrate that preparation and to begin
living a Jewish life.
PUT YOUR WHOLE SELF IN
The bar or bat mitzvah should approach the ceremony with his/her heart,
head, and hands. Throughout this Guide, each activity will be marked by a
symbol connecting it to heart, head, and/or hands.

Since logistics are a part of the process, we include information on those as
well, as denoted by this symbol:

When a religious service works, it touches the heart. Worship is known in
Hebrew as avodat halev, “service of the heart.” The bar or bat mitzvah
brings his or her whole heart to leading us in worship. Part of that includes
reading and chanting in Hebrew from the prayerbook, the Torah scroll
(containing the Five Books of Moses), and the Haftarah (a selection from the
prophetic books of the bible that relates to the Torah portion). Hebrew, too,
is an expression of the heart. Sometimes called lashon kodesh, the holy
language, it has a power to move us beyond the meaning of its words. It
connects us with Judaism and with Jews throughout the world.
A bar or bat mitzvah gives a talk at the service. In Hebrew this is called a
D’var Torah, which means a “word of Torah.” At the age of thirteen, children
can typically use their heads to begin synthesizing what they’ve learned. This
is the first step into adulthood. At Judea Reform Congregation we want our
children to take what they’ve learned in their Jewish education (including
their study of their Torah portion), add to it what they have learned from
2

their experience of life, and bring the two together to give their own
interpretation of their Torah portion.
One can’t live as a Jew without doing Jewish deeds. We ask our b’nei mitzvah
not just to feel and to think, but also to act. They do this in their mitzvah
projects, where they use their hands to assist others and so help repair the
world (tikkun olam).
COMMUNITY. Bar or bat m itzvah is not just an individual or fam ily
celebration, but one for the entire community. We as a community welcome a
new Jewish adult into our midst. For this reason, the ceremony takes place in
the Sanctuary during at which time a representative of our congregation
congratulates the youngster on his/her new status. In the spirit of inclusion
and menschlichkeit, I encourage you to invite all of your child’s Religious
School classmates to his/her simcha.
SPECIAL NEEDS. Every Jew ish child is capable of becom ing bar or bat
mitzvah. At Judea Reform Congregation we are eager to make all appropriate
accommodations to ensure that no disability prevents anyone from joining our
community as a Jewish adult.
JEWISH EDUCATION POST-BAR OR BAT MITZVAH. Because bar and
bat mitzvah is an expression of commitment to Jewish living, b’nei mitzvah are
expected to keep their commitment to Jewish learning through their high
school years at Judea Reform Congregation and throughout their lives. In so
doing, we hope they will embrace the practice of lifelong Jewish learning.
Throughout this journey, please do not hesitate to contact Lois Price,
Congregational Services Manager, or me with any questions you have. May you
and your family go from strength to strength and find the bar/bat mitzvah
experience rewarding and worthwhile.
L’shalom,

Rabbi John Franken

P.S. Inclusion is a core value at Judea Reform and we would like individuals of all abilities to have
access to a bar/bat Mitzvah journey. An asterisk (*) in this booklet serves as a reminder that there
are many possible approaches. We encourage you to contact the Inclusion Committee
(irisweiss47@gmail.com) or me if you’d like additional information or accommodations.
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1. Milestones Along the Path to Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Event
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Date
Assigned
Research and begin
considering your Mitzvah
Project

Timing
Approximately 2
years before event

Whom to Contact
Congregational Services
Manager

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Orientation
and Presentation of Siddur
(prayer book) at the Sixth
Grade Family Program

Fall of 6th grade

Rabbi, Director of
Congregational Learning,
Congregational Services
Manager, Program Associate

Initial Family Meeting with
the Rabbi

1 year before event

Congregational Services
Manager

Confirm space rental at JRC
for luncheon/dinner/party

1 year before event

Program Associate

Shabbat evening service
attendance begins
(12 services required)

1 year before event

Tutoring Begins (after
Initial Family Meeting with
the Rabbi)

1 year before event

Place sticker on Attendance
Chart on Congregational
Services Manager’s office door
for each Shabbat Service
attended
Tutor (found on pages 25-26)

B’nei Mitzvah “How To”
Parent Panel (Discussion
with experienced parents
that will offer helpful advice
on managing the event)

Spring of the 6th
grade year in
Religious School

Director of Congregational
Learning

7th Grade RS Darchei
Mitzvah class on Saturdays

7th grade year

Director of Congregational
Learning and Darchei Mitzvah
teacher

D’var Torah Preparation
with Adult Morei Derech
and Rabbi

3 months before
event

Director of Congregational,
Rabbi and Morei Derech

Pre-flight check

Finalize D'var Torah
and service honors

2 weeks prior to simchah
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2. Student Responsibilities for Bar/Bat Mitzvah

1. Attend 75 percent of Religious School classes for no less than three years prior to
the Bar/Bat Mitzvah, or of its equivalent, as determined by our Rabbi;
2. Attend 75 percent of our Shabbat morning class (Darchei Mitzvah) and Shabbat
morning services during the 7th grade year, including after one’s own Bar/Bat Mitzvah;
3. Prepare intensively with a competent tutor, in preparation to lead the Shabbat Service at which they will celebrate becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah;
4. Attend a minimum of 12 Friday evening services during the twelve months prior to
Bar/Bat Mitzvah;

5. Share with us any learning issues or requests for accommodations.*
6. Take on a mitzvah bein adam lamakom (“ritual commandment”), deeply experiencing an aspect of Jewish practice;
7. Take on a Mitzvah Project, bein adam lachavero (“ethical commandment”) in the
form of a service project that involves the student’s time, energy, talent, and resources. Just as reading from Torah, leading a service and delivering a D’var Torah
are central components of the b’nei mitzvah process, so too is the mitzvah project.
It is your child’s opportunity to demonstrate that she or he has accepted the obligation central to Judaism — Tikkun Olam (repair of the world). The mitzvah project
should represent a substantial commitment of time and energy. A simple request
for tzedakah towards a particular project, while admirable, is typically not sufficient.
We hope your child will become involved on a deeper level. Please let us know how
we can promote and publicize your work. Here are some examples of past mitzvah
projects:


Collecting supplies for the animals at the ASPCA



Tutoring at an elementary school



Assisting in an afterschool program for young children



Collecting books for a school library in need of books



Volunteering in a nursing home with the elderly

10. Continue their Jewish education and spiritual development. Give careful consideration to how to continue observing the mitzvot of Jewish life after the celebration is
over. Among the many ways to remain engaged include: Community Midrasha,
DRTY, Kabbalat Torah (Confirmation), Israel travel, and Jewish summer camping.

11. Give tzedakah. A simchah is to be an opportunity to share one’s good fortune with
others who are in need. We hope you will contribute to your own synagogue community. In addition, many b’nei mitzvah contribute 3 percent of their gift money to
Mazon, a national Jewish organization to feed the hungry. More information is available at www.mazon.org.
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3. Preparing to Become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah: A Description of the Process
A. Family Meetings with the Rabbi
Your child’s preparation may begin with Rabbi Franken. Please contact the Congregational Services
Manager to schedule an appointment with the Rabbi about twelve months prior to your simchah.
This is also when you should be ready to begin tutoring. You and your child will meet with the Rabbi
several times during the year leading up to the celebration. A parent/guardian must accompany
your child at each 45 minute meeting with the Rabbi.
B. Attending services
During the twelve months prior to Bar/Bat Mitzvah, a student is expected to attend a minimum of
twelve (12) Friday evening worship services. Attending these services provides an opportunity for
our students to read Hebrew and grow more familiar with the service. Even more, it is a chance to
grow in spirit and to develop the capacity for praying. Finally, the more our students and their
families are present, the more our synagogue will become a place of meaning, warmth, and
belonging.
C. Meeting with your tutor to study for Bar/Bat Mitzvah
In general, tutoring should begin about one year in advance of your child’s simchah. Please choose
a tutor from the list in this booklet and contact them directly. Tutoring expenses are the
responsibility of each family; arrangements are made directly with the tutor. The tutor will help your
child master the prayers of Shabbat morning or afternoon worship and his/her Torah and Haftarah
portions. In the final weeks before the celebration, your child will spend time in the Sanctuary
rehearsing to lead the service.
D. The Prayer Book
Our congregation uses the Reform Movement prayer book, Mishkan T’filah. A copy of the prayer
book will be provided to your child in the Fall of sixth grade. If your child has missed this and needs
a prayer book, please contact the Religious School Operations Coordinator. It is not necessary to
purchase a prayer book.

Your child will need to write directions and cues in this prayer book for use during the service and
bring it to all rehearsals. All markings in the prayer book should be done lightly with pencil in the
margins, or with post-it notes. Please discourage your child from using marker or pen on these
books. We hope that your child will continue to treasure and use his/her prayer book long after Bar/
Bat Mitzvah. We also encourage you to cover your prayer book with a book cover and write your
child’s name in the book so that it can be identified as yours and returned if left at the synagogue.
E. Parental help
We encourage parents to help their children with Hebrew preparation. If you do not know Hebrew,
you may wish to purchase a transliterated copy of Mishkan T’filah (your child’s copy is not
transliterated). It is also good to review the English portions of the worship service with your child.
These will be marked in the prayer book. A transliterated copy of Mishkan T’filah can be purchased
in the Eisman Gift Shop at Judea Reform.

F. Preparing a D’var Torah
Preparing a D’var Torah (Torah commentary; sometimes referred to as a student’s “speech”) is an
important responsibility of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. The Rabbi and/or a qualified tutor (Morei Derech)
will work with the student to write the D’var Torah during their meetings together. Please note that
students with special needs may choose to present their lesson in a different form.*
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4. Parental Preparations
A. B’nei Mitzvah Honors
A template of our service honors form is included on pages 27-28 of this packet. The Congregational
Services Manager will send families a reminder approximately three weeks prior to the celebration to
fill out the service honors form. Please complete and return the typed form no later than two weeks
prior to the service. You may find it useful to talk through any questions about the honors at one of
your meetings with the Rabbi.
B. Parents’ Blessing
After the bar/bat mitzvah has led the congregation in prayer, taught about Torah, and presented the
Torah and Haftarah readings, parents offer their child a blessing. These blessings should be brief (12 minutes) and appropriate to the time and place. Questions? Please refer to the Guidelines for
Parents’ Remarks at B’nai Mitzvah on page 12.
C. Tallit (prayer shawl)
It is a time-honored tradition at Judea Reform that our students wear a tallit (prayer shawl) to lead
the congregation in prayer at the Shabbat service during which they become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
A large selection of tallitot are available in the Eisman Gift Shop at Judea Reform. Acquiring a tallit is
a rite of passage for a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. The tallit is a very personal and symbolic garment that
you will use for a lifetime. Today the tallit comes in many fabrics and colors to express your unique
taste and style. You can make a private appointment with Meredith Kilmer, at
JRSimchas@gmail.com, or come in any day that JRC is open.
You may also support charitable causes by purchasing a tallit from such organizations as:
Women of the Wall tallit — http://womenofthewall.org.il/donate/shop-2
Yad L’Kashish (Lifeline of the Elderly) — http://lifeline.org.il/vmart/talliitot-prayer-shawls
Maya Works — www.mayaworks.org
D. Renting Space
(See page 17)

E. Kippot (Head Coverings)
Some people choose to purchase kippot for the family and guests at the Bar/Bat Mitzvah, inside of
which they print the child’s name and service date. This is optional; kippot provided by the
synagogue are always available at the entrance to the sanctuary. If you choose to purchase
customized kippot, there are many internet vendors, including:
www.kippah.com
www.skullcap.com
Additionally, these non-profit organizations sell kippot:
http://www.mayaworks.org/home/kippot
http://www.fairtradejudaica.org/kippotlist.html
F. Printed Programs
Many families find it helpful to provide a printed service program to guests upon entering the
sanctuary that includes information about the service — what will happen and the meaning of the
different rituals. Some programs list the names of individuals called up for service honors or aliyot.
The synagogue has a number of service programs from past B’nei Mitzvah on hand for you to
browse, so you can see a variety of real programs that have been used, as well as a generic
template for you to use as a model. Contact the Congregational Services Manager so you can gather
some ideas from past programs.
G. Appropriate Dress
Jewish tradition calls for dignity and modesty in dress while in the Sanctuary and on the bimah, and
we ask parents to remind their guests about this. Jackets and non-denim trousers are considered
appropriate. Please refrain from wearing (and ensure your child does not wear) very short skirts,
bare shoulders, baggy/saggy slacks, etc.
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5. Participation in Service
There are many honors that may be granted to family and friends during a Shabbat service. Some
require that participants be Jewish; others do not. Here is an outline for your reference:

Candles and Kiddush on Friday Night. B ’nai Mitzvah families will be called forward for the
honor of lighting candles and leading the Friday night Kiddush.

Passing the Torah. W e sym bolize the transm ission of Torah ’s message across the

generations by passing the Torah scroll to the student by way of his or her parents and
grandparents. Parents and grandparents who are not Jewish are welcome to take part in this
transmission if they choose.

Opening the Ark. One to four people may come to the bimah to open the Ark at the beginning
of the Torah service. These people may be of any faith.

Aliyot. The blessings for the Torah recited before and after a Torah reading. At
Judea Reform, we have four aliyot for a Shabbat service. The last aliyah (also called the Maftir) is
reserved for the Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and the one directly preceding it is usually reserved for the
parent(s). While it is the responsibility of a Jew to say the Torah blessing (and so at least one of
the people called for each aliyah must be Jewish), spouses/friends who are not Jewish are
welcome to accompany them.

Raising and Dressing the Torah. After the Torah is read, it is lifted high and then dressed for
return to the Ark. Two people, at a minimum, are required for this honor. This task should be
performed by people who are Jewish.

Prayers for Our Congregation, the Nation, and the State of Israel. These three optional
prayers are read just before the student chants the Haftarah and are a great opportunity to honor
extended family members or friends. These people may be of any faith.

Blessings for juice and challah on Saturday. An ideal opportunity to w elcom e pre-B’nei
Mitzvah age cousins to the bimah to join the Bar/Bat Mitzvah when she/he leads the blessings over
the juice and challah at the end of the service.
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6. Friday Night Blessings
Candle Blessing
1. The Rabbi will announce that the candle blessings will be read. The Rabbi usually invites the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, his/her parents and his/her siblings to say the blessings over the candles.
2. Light the candles before you read the blessing.
3. Together, we sing the candle blessing in Hebrew. Don’t worry; here is a transliteration:
The candles are lit before the blessing is recited.

.שבָּת
ַ מצְֹותָּ יו וְצִו ָּנּו לְהַדְ לִיק נ ֵר שֶל
ִ ב
ְ אשֶר קִדְ שָּנּו
ַ מלֶך הָּעֹולָּם
ֶ בָּרּוך אַתָּ ה אַדָּ נ ָּי אֱלהֵינּו
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav,

v'tzivanu l'hadlik ner shel Shabbat.
Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, who hallows us with mitzvot,
commanding us to kindle the light of Shabbat.
Friday Evening Kiddush/Challah
1. Rabbi will announce the Kiddush as the family is seated.
2. Holding the wine cup, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah will chant the Kiddush.
Kiddush Transliteration:

.הגָּפֶן
ַ מלְֶך הָּעולָּם בורֵ א פְרִ י
ֶ בָּרּוְך אַתָּ ה אַדָּ נ ָּי אֱלהֵינּו
Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, boreh p’ri hagafen.
Blessed are You, God, Sovereign of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.
1. The blessing over the challah follows the Kiddush.
Challah Blessing Transliteration

מלֶך הָּעֹולָּם הָּמֹוציא לֶחם מן הַארץ
ֶ בָּרּוך אַתָּ ה אַדָּ נ ָּי אֱלהֵינּו
Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, hamotzi lechem min ha’aretz.
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Sovereign of the universe, who has brought forth bread from the
earth.
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7. Transliterations of Torah Blessings
Many people already know them or choose to memorize them. For the rest of us, they are provided
on a very large, laminated card right on the pulpit. It is fine to read them. The type on this card is
so large that most people don’t even need their reading glasses. Try it out at a rehearsal!
Blessing before the Reading of the Torah

After Reading the Torah
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8. Guidelines for Parents’ Remarks at B’nai Mitzvah
Dear Parents:
Following the Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s Torah reading, it is customary for the parent(s) to offer a blessing.
The blessing affords parents the opportunity to express the love, pride and joy they feel in their
son/daughter. Ideally, the blessing will itself teach and embody the spirit of Torah.
The following are guidelines for the blessing:
Content: The blessing should get to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s essence as a person and honor them for
the wonderful, loving son/daughter that they are. Preferably the blessing will also include a Jewish
text or teaching and a prayer oriented toward the future. The blessing should not recite exhaustively the long list of accomplishments and outstanding personal qualities of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
Those can be expressed and/or presented later at the reception.
Length: Around 100-200 words or one-page double-spaced.
Form: The blessing must be prepared in advance and be put in writing. Normally, it will be one
unified statement.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.
Very truly yours,

Rabbi John A. Franken
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9. Keeping Bar and Bat Mitzvah in Perspective
Bar/bat mitzvah is about the acceptance of responsibility. I n the final analysis, this is
the bottom line of becoming a bar/bat mitzvah. It’s not about acquiring the skill of k’riah,--“the
reading of the Torah.” Rather, it’s about acquiring the skill of responding to a challenge: a mitzvah.
This is how Judaism defines maturity.
The Torah is the center of Judaism. Everything w e do as Jew s, everything w e believe,
everything we value revolves around the Torah. The Torah is the testimony of our people’s encounter with God. And however you interpret those events in the wilderness of Sinai some three
millennia ago, what cannot be dismissed is the sacredness with which our ancestors have embraced this legacy. This is why the first mitzvah we expect our children to fulfill is to stand at Torah.
Bar/bat mitzvah is a community observance. I t is not by coincidence that w e choose to
hold this initiation ceremony in public. To be a Jew means to live within a conventional relationship—not only with God but with other Jews as well. Bar/bat mitzvah marks the entry of the child
as a full-fledged member of the community. The awarding of an aliyah is a gift of the Jewish people. For this reason, the marking of the child’s coming of age takes place in the synagogue, the
communal home during a regularly scheduled congregational service.
The bar/bat mitzvah ceremony is not a performance - it’s a celebration. The synagogue
is not a theater, the bimah is not a stage, and the congregation is not an audience. More to the
point the only mistake one can make at a bar/bat mitzvah is to lose sight of this truth.
Try to think of the reception that follows not as a separate event but as a continuation
of the celebration. I n fact, Judaism has a form al nam e for the m eal after a bar/ bat
mitzvah: Seudat Mitzvah. This meal is in honor of the performance of a mitzvah. It, too, is a sacred
gathering. This is not to say that it must be solemn; it is to say, however, that the spirit of the
morning’s celebration should be perpetuated through the performance of mitzvot. The recitation of
the blessings and the setting aside of a portion of one’s bounty for the poor demonstrate that the
morning’s celebration was not an isolated event but a standard from which to follow.
Being a bar/bat mitzvah is not the experience of a lifetime. I t is a lifetim e ex perience—
a state of being that remains with us throughout our lives. Indeed, the true measure of performance comes not on the day one becomes a bar/bat mitzvah but in the days that follow. In other
words, becoming a bar/bat mitzvah should be thought of as a Jewish “commencement,” marking
not an end point but a beginning—a beginning of a lifetime of mitzvot, a beginning of a lifetime of
learning. As such, it is our firm belief that the bar/bat mitzvah celebration is validated and enhanced by a commitment to continue religious education through Confirmation and participation in
our youth group.
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10. Enrichment Suggestions for B’Nei Mitzvah Students
TALMUD TORAH – Study
 Read a book about Judaism
 Research a topic related to Judaism and write a report
 Research and write a report about the people and events in your Torah and/or Haftarah portions
 Write a short story or poem about being Jewish
 Twin your bar/bat mitzvah with an Ethiopian boy or girl in Israel through the North American
Conference on Ethiopian Jewry
TELFILAH – Prayer
 Recite the Shema before you go to sleep for one month
 Attend Shabbat services at Judea Reform Congregation for one month
 Write a prayer for someone who is ill or thanking God for the things you have
 Lead part of the service at a Religious School worship service
SHMIRAT SHABBAT – Observing Shabbat
 Cook or bake two traditional dishes for a Shabbat meal
 Make one of these objects for home use: challah cover, kiddush cup, candle holders
 Lead your family in the Shabbat blessings at Friday evening dinner for a month
 Learn the Havdalah blessings and lead the Havdalah ceremony in your home
GEMILUT CHASADIM – Acts of Loving Kindness
 As a family, choose to participate in Mazon – a Jewish Response to Hunger by donating 3% of
the cost of your bar/bat mitzvah reception
 Donate a percentage of your gift money to a tzedakah organization of your choice
 Collect clothes, toys, books, etc. and donate them to an organization of your choice
 Write to an elected official about an issue that concerns you as a Jew
 Volunteer your time at a nursing home or other organization that you can assist by being there
to help others
 Volunteer at Bolton Street’s Mitzvah Day activities
 Participate in a walk-a-thon for a cause of your choice
SHMIRAT CHAGIM – Observing Holidays
 Cook or bake two traditional dishes for a holiday celebration
 Fast a full day on Yom Kippur
 Build a sukkah at home and eat at least one meal in it
 Send Mishloach Manot baskets for Purim to a nursing home
 Plant trees in Israel through the Jewish National Fund on Tu B’Shevat
 Give up Chametz (food with leavening) for all of Passover.

These are only suggestions. You can add your own ideas!
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11. Glossary
ALIYAH - )עלִי ָה
ֲ ( Ascent; going up to the bimah to take part in the service. This term is also
applied to emigrating to the Land of Israel.
ASHKENAZIC/SEPHARDIC - The two best-known dialects of the Hebrew language
corresponding to European (Ashkenazic) and Mediterranean (Sephardic) Jewish culture. Reform
Judaism uses the Sephardic pronunciation of words.
BAR - ) (בַּרAramaic word for "son," but also carrying the meaning of “member.”
BAT - ) (בַּ תHebrew word for "daughter" but also carrying the meaning of “member.”
BAR MITZVAH/BAT MITZVAH - )צו ָה
ְ ִבַּר מ/צו ָה
ְ ִ“ (בַּר מFull-fledged member of the mitzvah
-doing community.”
BIMAH - ) (בִימָ הLiterally "a high place." Refers to the raised platform at the front of the
synagogue.
BRACHAH - ) (בְ רָ כָהFrom the Hebrew word baruch, a blessing.
CONFIRMATION - A ceremony conducted in the tenth grade when those young people,
having completed a special curriculum, conduct the Shavuot holiday service for the
congregation. At Judea Reform, we call it Kabbalat Torah.
HAFTARAH - ) (הָ פְטָ רַּ הA portion from the Prophets which corresponds in theme to the Torah
portion of the week, read after the Torah portion.
HAGBAHAH - ) (הַּ גְבָהַּ הRaising the Torah so that the congregation can see the portion read.
HAVDALAH - ) (הַּ בְדָ לָהA service that ends Shabbat (may be included at the end of a
Shabbat Mincha service).
KIPPAH - ) (כִיפָהAlso known as a yarmulke (Yiddish), this is a head covering worn during
worship.
MAFTIR - ) (מַּ פְטִ ירThe final few verses of the Torah portion.
MENSCHLICHKEIT (YIDDISH)- Properties which make a person a "mensch"
MINCHA - ) (מִ נְחָ הThe afternoon service.
MINYAN - ) (מִ נְי ָןA quorum of 10 “adult” Jews who have attained Bar/Bat Mitzvah age.
MITZVAH - )צו ָה
ְ ִ (מA commandment of Judaism.
Morei Derech - “Teachers on the Path”, adults assigned to help your child with their D’var
Torah.
PARASHAH - ) (פָרָ שָ הThe Torah portion or reading from the Torah assigned to a particular
week.
SEFER TORAH - ) (סֵ פֵר ּתֹורָ הThe physical scroll of the Torah.
SHABBAT - ) (שַּ בָתHebrew for "Sabbath." Also pronounced "Shabbos" in Ashkenazic Hebrew.
SIDDUR - ) (סִ דּורThe prayerbook for regular worship.
SIDRAH - ) (סִ דְ רָ הAnother word for the Torah portion.
SIMCHAH - ) (שִ מְ חָ הA joyous occasion.
TALLIT - ) (טַּ ּליתThe ritual prayer shawl often worn during communal worship.
TORAH - ) (ּתֹורָ הThe Five Books of Moses. The first of the three sections of the Bible: Torah,
Prophets, and Writings.
TROPE - Musical notation indicating the manner in which a portion is to be chanted.
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12. Fees and Contributions
Membership Support
All financial obligations including membership support, associated fees, school tuition, and lifecycle
fees are due prior to the bar/bat mitzvah ceremony. We do not want financial concerns to keep anyone
from celebrating a bar/bat mitzvah. Please make an appointment with the Executive Director well in
advance of your simchah if a payment schedule needs to be established.
B’nei Mitzvah Lifecycle Fee
The $350 B’nei Mitzvah Lifecycle fee is charged to every family celebrating a bar or bat mitzvah and
helps to defray a variety of costs to the synagogue, including: your child’s siddur and parashah book,
the gift from the class, staff time prior to and during the service, the use of the Monsein Community
Court immediately following the service for the Kiddush, challah and juice for the Kiddush. The B’nei
Mitzvah Lifecycle Fee is not related to rental of the space for a celebration and is due in full 30 days
before the event and is subject to change.
Space Rental Fees
Facility rental fees are set annually according to the fiscal year by the Board of Trustees and are
attached as an addendum to this guide. See the following pages for information about renting space at
Judea Reform.
B’nei Mitzvah Tutor Fees
The Bar/Bat Mitzvah family pays all tutoring fees directly to the tutor they have selected.
Class Gift
We ask that families invite all of the students in the child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah cohort to the celebration.
This helps to foster the group’s connectedness and mitigates against students being hurt by being left
out. In this vein, all B’nei Mitzvah students receive a class gift so that your family needn't buy
individual gifts for each of the B’nei Mitzvah celebrations your child will be attending in his or her 7th
grade year. The gift is Joseph Telushkin’s Jewish Literacy. Parents of each student pay the price of one
of these gifts, so that the synagogue can purchase one for each student. This $40 fee will be included
with your regular membership statement.
Tzedakah
Bar/Bat Mitzvah families may choose to make a contribution to Rabbi’s Chesed Fund to share the
celebration of their simcha with those less fortunate. This contribution is usually made around the time
of the ceremony.
MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger
Judea Reform is a MAZON Congregation. We encourage families celebrating a simcha to consider the
hungry in our community, nationwide, and worldwide. We encourage you to consider making a
contribution of 3% of the cost of the food you serve at your celebration to MAZON, which makes
grants to over 300 hunger-relief agencies (including in the Durham/Chapel Hill area). You can learn
more about MAZON at: www.mazon.org.
Tzedakah in Bloom
Flowers on the pulpit are optional. They can be purchased from a local florist who can deliver the
flowers on Friday during office hours. Typical pulpit arrangements cost about $150. Many families
choose to rent a silk flower arrangement from the Jewish Family Services program called Tzedakah in
Bloom. This tax-deductible contribution helps families in need throughout the Triangle area. Contact
Jewish Family Services at 919-354-4936 in order to reserve one of their many arrangements.
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13. Renting Space
Space Rental
The rental of space, set-up, tables, chairs, and on-site custodian is included in the facility rental fee
to be paid in full 30 days before your simchah. Rental fees are set by the Board of Trustees on an
annual basis and are subject to change. Please check with the Program Associate or on our website
for the most updated list of fees or with any rental questions. The 2018-2019 list of fees is included
as an addendum to this packet. Please remember that these fees are subject to change from year to
year.
Space rental is at a premium due to our growing and busy congregation, and the
increasing number of B’nei Mitzvah each year. Rental priorities are set by the Board of
Trustees, and are as follows:
1. Congregational worship services and programs take priority over rentals. Use of the Levin Social
Hall or Monsein Community Court on Friday night for a private Shabbat dinner is not guaranteed.
We have a high volume of Shabbat programming on Friday nights. Please ask the Program
Associate about rental dates and spaces.
2. B’nei Mitzvah with morning services have first right to use the Levin Social Hall for a luncheon
after the service.
3. B’nei Mitzvah with afternoon services have first right to use the Levin Social Hall for a dinner after
the service.
4. All events require a security officer. This is an additional fee to the space rental and is arranged by
the synagogue.
5. All caterers must be on Judea Reform’s approved caterers list (addendum to this guide, and
available on our website). If you wish to use a caterer not on the list, please contact the Program
Associate regarding the process of adding a caterer to the list.
6. Meetings to discuss catering, vendors, and set-up of space may be made with the Program
Associate.
7. Luncheon events must end by 2:30 PM.
8. Dinner events must end by 11:00 PM.
9. Our custodians/staff handle setting up Judea’s equipment in the space reserved according to your
specifications and require a set-up plan for the space two weeks before the event.
10. Space rentals are confirmed one year (12 months) prior to the service.

Example 1: M iriam and Aaron have recently joined the synagogue. Their son, Benjam in,
needs a Bar Mitzvah date; the rest of his class has already been scheduled. He is given an afternoon
service 11 months from now, on the same day as Sarah who had already been a member of Judea
Reform. Sarah’s family has reserved the Social Hall for an evening party. Even though Benjamin
now has an afternoon service, Sarah’s rental is confirmed; Benjamin will not be able to hold a party
in the Social Hall that evening.
Example 2: M iriam and Aaron have just joined the synagogue. Their son, Benjam in, is
given a Bar Mitzvah date 13 months from now, on the same day as Sarah, who had already been a
member of Judea Reform, and who has been scheduled to have an evening party in the Social Hall.
As the reservation confirmation deadline has not passed, Benjamin has first right to use the Social
Hall.
Please see our Building Use Policies (addendum) for more information on renting space at JRC.
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14. Typical Schedule for the “Big Day”
Below is an approximate standard timeline of the day of the service at which your child becomes a
Bar or Bat Mitzvah. This timeline is meant to serve as a guide of the day’s flow if you are renting
Judea Reform’s Levin Social Hall for luncheon or evening celebration.
This is only a guide; times are approximate, and rental-related times can be adjusted by speaking
with the Program Associate.
* If special needs are present, please speak to the Rabbi to craft a timeline that works well
for you and your family.

Morning
Service
9:30am

Afternoon
Service
3:30pm

Access to the space begins for family and event vendors.
Some vendors enter early to set up.
Families often use this time to set up decorations in the
Levin Social Hall and/or take family photos in the
Sanctuary
Judea Reform staff sets out ritual items (challah, Kiddush
cup, candles, etc.) in the Sanctuary

10:45am

4:45pm

Family meets Rabbi in Rabbi’s Study for the signing of
certificate, putting on tallitot, and a group prayer.

11:00am

5:00pm

Service begins

During service

During service

Vendors set up and prepare in Levin Social Hall during
this time
Judea Reform staff puts out 4 challot (cut into cubes)
and small cups of grape juice in Monsein Community
Court for Kiddush

Approximately
12:30pm
(Services vary in
length)

Approximately
6:30pm
(Services vary in
length)

Service ends

~12:30pm

~6:30pm

Event (luncheon or evening celebration) begins in Levin
Social Hall

2:00pm

10:00pm

Event ends; guests exit

2:30pm

10:30pm

Clean-up ends; vendors vacate building

Guests exit Sanctuary into Monsein Community Court for
juice/challah Kiddush, then enter Levin Social Hall for
event
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15. Building Use Policies

Note: The complete version of our Building Use Policies can be found at www.judeareform.org.
The mission of Judea Reform Congregation rests on the foundation of Torah, Limud, Tikkun Olam,
and K’dushah. It is in line with these central aspects of Judaism that the Congregation establishes
the following policy for use of its buildings for services, programs, and events:
Priorities:
The first priority for use of the building is for the congregation ’s own religious programs. In
accordance with Article XI, Section 3 of our congregational constitution, the Senior Rabbi shall have
responsibility for scheduling all religious events, in consultation with the Religious Practices
committee.
The second priority is for religious or lifecycle celebrations of m em bers. The Senior
Rabbi and the Executive Director should schedule these activities in his or her discretion, subject to
the fees fixed by the Board of Trustees.

The third priority is for lifecycle events of non -members. The Senior Rabbi should schedule
these activities in his or her discretion, subject to the fees fixed by the Board of Trustees.
The fourth priority is for m eetings and program s of the Congregation (see Article VI I of
our Constitution), of the Board of Trustees (see Article VIII), of the Standing Committees of the
Congregation (see Article XII), of the Auxiliary Organizations of the Congregation (see Article XIII),
and of any other committees established by the President. These may schedule use of the building
for all activities sponsored by them, including fundraising events, and should report all such
activities at the regular or special meetings of the Board of Trustees. Synagogue staff may also
make such reports on behalf of committees or auxiliaries. Meetings and programs held in synagogue
facilities must be scheduled at least two weeks in advance with Temple staff in order to ensure that
spaces are not double-booked by committees, and to confirm that appropriate custodial or other
staff will be on site to open and lock the building(s).
The fifth priority is for Jew ish non -profit groups that are not part of the Congregation,
including, but not limited to: the Durham-Chapel Hill Federation, Hillel, Hadassah, and the Lerner
Jewish Community Day School. Judea Reform Congregation will charge a fee to these groups to
cover appropriate custodial service and building use. Such fees are fixed by the Board of Trustees.
Meetings held by Jewish non-profit groups must be scheduled at least two weeks in advance with
the Executive Director in order to ensure space availability and appropriate custodial staff scheduling
to set-up for such meetings, to open, and to lock the building(s).
The sixth priority is for other non -profit and non-fundraising events by members or nonmembers. Judea Reform Congregation rents space to non-profit organizations whose values are
consonant with the principles of Reform Judaism. The Executive Director should schedule these
activities in his or her discretion, in consultation with the Senior Rabbi subject to the fees fixed by
the Board.
The seventh priority is use by non-profit groups for fund-raising activities. Because this use of
the building may also imply use of our name, the approval of the Board of Trustees is required.
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Building Use Policies, continued
Space Reservations during Shabbat and Jewish Holidays:


No activities may be scheduled in the temple during Shabbat, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur,
Sukkot, Shavuot, or Pesach without the approval of the Rabbi. In addition, there may be certain
restrictions placed on food brought into the building(s) at certain times of the year in order to
help maintain space for ritual use.

Fees and Waivers:


The Board of Trustees is authorized to set reasonable fees for use of space, security, and
custodial assistance.



Fee schedules are determined on a fiscal year basis.

Scheduling and Use Policies:


Any group listed above in “Priorities” may schedule the use of synagogue facilities by
communicating with either the Program Associate or the Executive Director.



If a fee is to be charged for use of space, the Executive Director must approve the scheduling
request and assess the appropriate fee in line with the Board-approved fee schedule.



At the discretion of the Executive Director (depending on the space used and the size of the
event), a refundable security deposit may be required, in line with the Board-approved fee
schedule. In the event of damage to JRC’s property or possessions, a portion of or the entire
security deposit may not be refunded.



Regardless of whether a fee is to be assessed or not, if the scheduled event or program requires
custodial staff or other staff to be present to open and lock the building for the event, the
Executive Director must approve the scheduling request.



At the discretion of the Executive Director, the group renting space at JRC may be required to
hire security personnel. The Executive Director will schedule such security personnel at the
renter’s expense.



Requests must be made at least two weeks in advance in order to prevent double-booking of the
same space and to enable appropriate staff to be scheduled. Requests made less than two
weeks in advance, regardless of the priority of the group, may not be honored.



The Executive Director has the right to cancel any scheduled event of any group renting space in
the event that the space is closed due to inclement weather or catastrophe.



The serving of food is subject to the observance of biblical kashrut (see appendix).



Groups bringing in outside catering must provide proof of the caterer’s liability insurance and
proof of workers’ compensation insurance to the Program Associate at least one week before the
scheduled event. If alcohol is to be served, groups hiring outside catering must provide proof of
the caterer’s liquor license and liquor liability insurance at least one month before the scheduled
event.
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Building Use Policies, continued


All caterers must provide a signed acknowledgement of Judea Reform’s dietary policies. Vendors
found in violation of Judea’s policy may be subject to a fine of $1,200.



Caterers may be asked to provide a copy of the confirmed menu at the discretion of the Program
Associate.



All external vendors must furnish a certificate of insurance liability no less than one week prior to
the event. Judea Reform Congregation must be named as a certificate holder.



The Executive Director has the right to cancel the reservation of any group which has failed to
provide proof of caterer liability and worker’s compensation insurance (and liquor license/
insurance, if applicable). The Executive Director will work with the Building and Grounds Chair
where appropriate in regards to cancelling events if proof of insurance is not provided in
accordance with the above policy.



Groups serving alcohol must take strict precautions to guard against serving alcohol to minors.
Any event where alcohol is to be served must be staffed appropriately (with a licensed, insured,
and approved bartender) to ensure that minors are not served alcohol. Wine is no longer
permitted for Kiddush following a service.



Smoking is not permitted anywhere on campus (including JRC, JCC & Lerner).



Open flames (e.g. barbecue grills, flame-throwing entertainers, etc.) are not permitted on
synagogue grounds. Votive candles, hurricane lamps and other open flames are not permitted.
Candles are for ritual use only (Shabbat/Havdalah).



Synagogue furniture and belongings are not to leave the grounds of the synagogue, except with
the express permission of the Executive Director.



Additional regulations and restrictions are outlined in the facilities rental agreements.
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16. Dietary Restrictions at Judea Reform Congregation
Food brought into Judea Reform Congregation’s (JRC’s) buildings should adhere to the
congregation’s dietary policies. Though JRC does not keep a kosher kitchen, there are certain
restrictions that members, caterers, and renters should be aware of and must adhere to.
Pork products are prohibited. This includes, but is not lim ited to:

Ham
Pork chops
Pepperoni
Bacon and bacon bits
Prosciutto
Pancetta
Sausage
Shellfish are prohibited. This includes, but is not lim ited to:

Scallops
Shrimp
Lobster
Clams
Mussels
Meat and milk should not be served in the same dish. They m ay, how ever, be served at
the same meal, so individuals may choose to pair them. Example: Meat lasagna made with cheese
is not appropriate; vegetarian lasagna with meatballs on the side is appropriate.
During the week before Passover and the eight days of Passover, leavened products are
not to be brought on the premises, to allow for proper cleaning of the buildings in
preparation of Passover. This includes, but is not limited to:

Bread & bread products
Pasta & pasta products
Wheat noodles
Crackers
Beer
Alcohol may only be served by a licensed bartender or caterer. I f alcohol is to be served,
Host must provide proof of the caterer’s liquor license and liquor liability insurance at least one
month before the scheduled event.
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17. Approved Caterers
Caterers using our facility must be on our list of Approved Caterers. The Caterers on
this list have agreed to provide food and/or beverage service in accordance with the dietary
guidelines and Facility Use Agreement between the Caterer and Judea Reform Congregation. All
Caterers will carry a liquor liability rider. The Renting Party of an event where liquor is served
agrees to be responsible for the conduct of the guests, and the Caterer may refuse service in the
event of violation of any state law.
Alcohol may only be served by a licensed bartender or caterer. I f alcohol is to be
served, Host must provide proof of the caterer’s liquor license and liquor liability insurance at least
one month before the scheduled event.
There is a process for new caterers to become approved; please contact the Program Associate for
more information.
Approved Caterers as of October 2018
For an up-to-date list of approved caterers, please visit our website, www.judeareform.org.

Caterer

Phone Number

39 West Catering
Bagel Bar
Bon Vivant Catering/Refectory Café
Catering Company of Chapel Hill
Catering Works
CORE Catering
Fangmeier Simcha Services
Hope Valley Catering
Irregardless Café
Mark Day Company
Mediterranean Deli
Moe’s
NanaTaco
NOSH Eclectic Foodstuffs
Only Burger
Painted Plate
Parizade
Saladelia
Soigné Special Events
Southern Harvest Hospitality Group
Triangle Catering
XU Catering

(919) 533-0145
(919) 929-7700
(919) 493-4249
(919) 929-4775
(919) 828-5932
(919) 698-0098
(919) 489-0433
(919) 403-7707
(919) 610-0872
(919) 932-3031
(919) 967-2666
(919) 928-5639
(919) 489-8226
(919) 383–4747
(919) 937-9377
(336) 230-2433
(919) 286-9172
(919) 489-5776
(919) 943-8983
(919) 389-4540
(919) 873-9500
(919) 451-2192
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18. Facility Rental Fees For Members
Effective October 2018
Space

Members’ Rate

Sanctuary

$ 0

Monsein Community Court

$300

Levin Social Hall

$500

Monsein Community Court & Levin Social Hall together

$700

Bossen Family Library

$100

Prosnitz Patio with a concurrent rental

$ 75

Synagogue Kitchen (other than use on event day, 3 hour minimum)

$ 25/hour

Mo’adon (Gathering Space) in Mirkaz Limud

$150

Any Classroom in Mirkaz Limud

$ 75

Additional Items

Fee

Turnover Fee: to turn spaces around for consecutive rentals by the same

$300

family (e.g. B’nai Mitzvah luncheon followed by evening party).
Security Fee (minimum 4 hours)

This fee is set by the City of Durham and is not negotiable.

$ 35/hour

Dance Floor

$200

Stage

$200

Chuppah (Members only)

Refundable $300
deposit

LCD Projector

$ 25

Screen

$ 25

Lectern/podium with microphone

$ 25

Whiteboard & markers

$ 15

Easel

$ 15

Linens (requires 2 weeks’ advance notice)

Selection limited; contact the Events & Program Manager for more
information.
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$5/tablecloth + $10
convenience fee;
$0.25/napkin + 10%
loss prevention fee

19. Approved B’nei Mitzvah Tutors
Listed in alphabetical order: Heidi Aycock, Barbara Bossen, Cantor Jacqueline Marx, and Amy Newman
Heidi Aycock
Chapel Hill, NC
Cell: 919-260-1432
HAycock@judeareform.org
I love Hebrew and have been teaching Hebrew since the mid 1990’s. I was a part of the team that started
the Darchei Mitzvah course (7th Grade) at Judea Reform and have been teaching the Darchei Mitzvah class
since it began! My Bachelors is in Religious Education and I have a Masters in Journalism. My focus is on
building confidence and a sense of accomplishment for students that need some extra support. My schedule
is flexible. I can meet at Judea Reform or at your home. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sunday afternoons are my
preferred days to meet with your child.
References are available upon request.

Barbara Bossen
Durham, NC
919-638-0489
barbarabossen1@gmail.com

I was very fortunate to grow up in the Judea Reform community! After being away for too many years, I
returned to Judea Reform quickly upon moving back to the Triangle area in 2001. In my professional life, I
am an educator with over two decades of experience with students with diverse needs. I have served as a
classroom teacher, EC (Exceptional Children) Program Specialist, and currently work with children and their
families in the Office of Early Education.
In the realm of B’nei Mitzvah preparation, I work with individuals with special needs and their families. We
work together to create a meaningful and rich experience, discovering pathways based in the individual’s
strengths, needs and interests to build connections to the process and the service. I work closely with
families to provide accommodations and modifications that will make the process accessible to the
individual. This may include thinking creatively about the service itself, and/or adapting materials. I work
with students primarily in my home (close to JRC) some evenings and on weekends.

References:

Gw en Collm an
Amy Gitterman
Rebecca Stern

gwcollman@gmail.com
akg@nc.rr.com
rebecca.stern90@gmail.com
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Approved B’nei Mitzvah Tutors, continued
Cantor Jacqueline Marx
109 S. Peak Dr.
Carrboro, NC 27510
Cell: 732-995-2463
cantorjacquie@gmail.com
I tutor at home in Carrboro; I can come to you; or we can meet in the middle (perhaps at The Weave?)
Let’s discuss how we can make our schedules work together. My particular strengths lie in teaching trope
(chanting the scripture of both Torah and Haftarah) and aiding parents to help your child study at home no
matter what the parents’ Hebrew level…even none. I’ll meet your child at his/her level, get the student
comfortable with the material, and help them ascend to the level that they need to go with methods that
include stories, trivia and mnemonics (study tricks) as needed.

I have experience tutoring students with some learning disorders and have personal experience with this
issue as well in tutoring my own child. I spent seven years teaching Hebrew school workshop for pre-b’nei
Mitzvah (4th, 5th, and 6th grade classes) with the goal of the students leading Junior Congregation services
in order to gain bimah experience prior to becoming B’nei Mitzvah. I have also taught and prepared Adult
B’nei Mitzvah classes, and am available to teach Hebrew privately.

References:

Dr. Lydia Miller-Anderson
Rabbi Deborah K. Bravo
Glenda Orchant
Rabbi Judy Cohen-Rosenberg
Jackie Martin
Kim Markman
Madalene Kesner

919-740-5445
347-35104262
505-463-3519
516-333-1859
516-993-6134
585-662-9399
505-280-9651

lydia.milleranderson@gmail.com
rabbibravo@verizon.net
gorchant@gmail.com
ravjudy@optonline.net
jacquelimart@verizon.net
kimmarkman@gmail.com

Amy Newman
411 Englewood Drive
Chapel Hill, 27514
Home: 919-401-6075
Cell: 919-824-0761
newmantrimitzvah@gmail.com or pishdog@aol.com
Teaching Hebrew has always been my passion. I have prepared hundreds of Judea Reform children for B’nei
Mitzvah over the past twenty plus years. I am one of those people who do what I love every single day. I
use creative teaching methods to make Hebrew fun and exciting. Parents, I will prepare your kids!!! I will
make sure your child is ready and excited to reach this huge milestone. It is an enormous life cycle event
and I will work with the whole family to make the process and the B’nei Mitzvah day meaningful.
I teach in my home on the Durham/Chapel Hill border every afternoon after school. My references include
families that I have worked with recently. Please feel free to contact them as I have tutored one or more
child from each family.

Parent recommendations:
Alicia Altmueller
Beth Posner
Carrie Norry
Howie Peckman

Alicia@klaravision.com
bposner@mindspring.com
carrienorry@me.com
hjpeckman@aim.com

Additional references are available upon request
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Student recommendations:

Klara Altmueller
klara@klaravision.com
Benjamin Bosworth crazychinchilla38@gmail.com
Will Norry
hojo12@icloud.com

20. B’nei Mitzvah Service Honors Form - Page 1 of 2
Below is a template of the service honors form you will receive from the Congregational Services
Manager about 3 - 4 weeks prior to the service, to be returned two weeks prior to the service. You
can expect to discuss this form with the Rabbi during your scheduled B’nei Mitzvah meetings.
All information must be TYPED.
Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s English name
Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s Hebrew name

Example for girl: Leah bat (bat = daughter of) Aaron (father) v’ Hannah (mother)
Example for boy: Benyamin ben (ben = son of) Isaac (father) v’ Leah (mother)

_____ben/bat____v’____

Torah portion and verses
Parents’ English names

Saturday Shabbat Service
(Optional)

Who will pass the Torah scroll for the generations?

Who will open the Ark
before the reading?

These are usually parents
and grandparents, but
sometimes another relative
stands in for grandparents

These are usually 2 to 4
people who need not be
Jewish

English name(s)

& Hebrew name(s):

English name(s)

& Hebrew name(s):

English name(s)

& Hebrew name(s):

Aliyah #1

(one person must be a Jewish
adult, 13 or older, prepared to
recite the Torah blessings)

Aliyah #2

(one person must be a Jewish
adult, 13 or older, prepared to
recite the Torah blessings)

Aliyah #3

(one person must be a Jewish
adult, 13 or older, prepared to
recite the Torah blessings)

Example for girl: Leah bat (bat = daughter of) Aaron (father) v’ Hannah (mother)
Example for boy: Benyamin ben (ben = son of) Isaac (father) v’ Leah (mother)

Example for girl: Leah bat (bat = daughter of) Aaron (father) v’ Hannah (mother)
Example for boy: Benyamin ben (ben = son of) Isaac (father) v’ Leah (mother)

Example for girl: Leah bat (bat = daughter of) Aaron (father) v’ Hannah (mother)
Example for boy: Benyamin ben (ben = son of) Isaac (father) v’ Leah (mother)
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B’nei Mitzvah Service Honors Form - Page 2 of 2
***MUST BE TYPE WRITTEN. NOT HANDWRITTEN***
Who will
Raise the Torah?

(one person must be a Jewish adult, 13 or older)

Who will
Dress the
Torah?

(one person must
be a Jewish
adult, 13 or older)

(Optional)

Who will recite the
Prayer for Our Congregation?
Page 376

(Optional)

Who will recite the
Prayer for Our Country?
Page 376

(Optional)

Who will recite the
Prayer for the
State of Israel?
Page 377

Who will lead the
Kiddush and Motzi?

(usually, the bat or bar mitzvah being celebrated and
must be a Jewish adult, 13
or older)

Names to be recited
for Kaddish, to be
especially remembered at this family
occasion:
Special Information: people with special needs, family members who are clergy, family relationships to keep in mind.

Are you a Lerner Day School family? If so, who will be your representative?

For staff use only:
 Board Representative:
 Ushers:
 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Family:
 Cantor:
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21. Staff and Clergy Contact Information
Rabbi — John Franken

Contact Rabbi Franken about simchahs and lifecycle events.
*To meet with Rabbi Franken, contact Lois Price,
Congregational Services Manager

rabbifranken@judeareform.org
(919) 489-7062 x231

Rabbi Emeritus — John S. Friedman

rabbijf@judeareform.org
(919) 489-7062 x246

Interim Executive Director — Emily Young

Contact Emily about membership, membership accounts,
and lifecycle fees.

eyoung@judeareform .org
(919) 489-7062 x224

Director of Congregational Learning — Rena Fraade

rfraade@judeareform.org
(919) 489-7062 x248

Contact Rena about Religious School .
Music Director — Allan Friedman

afriedman@judeareform.org
(919) 489-7062 x228

Contact Allan about participating in the musical life of our
congregation.
Congregational Services Manager — Lois Price

lprice@judeareform .org

Contact Lois about scheduling time with the rabbi, submitting
(919) 489-7062 x227
your child’s B’nei Mitzvah “Connections” Bulletin (paper newsletter) entry, yahrzeit
lists and healing lists, and upcoming worship services.
Development Manager — Aviv Sheetrit

Contact Aviv about sponsoring an oneg in honor of
your simcha (joyous occasion).

asheetrit@judeareform .org
(919) 489-7062 x223

Business Manager — (contact Interim Executive Director Emily Young)

Contact our Business Manager about membership and account statements.

eyoung@judeareform.org
(919) 489-7062 x224

Office Manager — Loni Hudson

lhudson@judeareform.org
(919) 489-7062 x221

Contact Loni about the Bulletin, eNotices, and calendar.
Program Associate —Juliet Jensen

Contact Juliet about renting our facilities for your simcha.
Building Manager — Ray Jones
Custodial Staff — Anthony Green, Gene Sharpe
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jjensen@judeareform.org
(919) 489-7062 x222
rjones@judeareform.org
(919) 489-7062 x229
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