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Thank you, Rabbi, and may peace come upon us and everyone throughout our 

world that is fighting for and yearning for it.  And, may it come sooner than later. 

 

I just want to take a few moments for a brief State of Judea. 

 

I am thrilled to share that JRC has weathered the storm. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic we have all been in this together.   The re-

opening committee, led by Gale Adland and Mark Hainline, has kept us safe and 

informed of Covid trends so that staff and lay leaders could innovate ways to be 

together – while apart.  As many of you read in Emily Young’s congregation-wide 

email of May 15th, we are pleased to be at a point in this pandemic where we can 

gather in larger groups in our Sacred Space! We are still requiring vaccinations, 

but will no longer be requiring congregants and guests to provide verification. 

We trust our community and friends to act in the best interest of all to keep our 

staff and community safe.  

 

Rabbi Soffer, Rabbi Prosnit and Zemer Allan provided meaningful ways to pray 

together - while apart.  Rabbi Soffer, Rabbi Koppel, Zemer Allan, Emily Young, 

Ray Jones and a cadre of outstanding teachers and madrichim found creative ways 

to educate our children - we even created our very own Mishkan within tents!   

 



And Judea Reform continues to move forward! 

We are moving forward in youth education: Profound thanks to our Youth 

Education and Family Engagement Task Force led by Kersten Jacobson Biehn and 

Nancy Luberoff and their incredibly dedicated team for recruiting our newly hired 

Education Director, Michellle Crosbie. Michelle will lead our religious school 

forward so that our students have an enriched Jewish education, which will turn 

out lifelong learners. Rabbi Soffer will speak more about this exciting addition to 

our senior leadership team. 

 

And speaking of youth, I am so thrilled to share that just last night Henry Barron 

was installed as NFTY-MAR President!  Henry, along with his co-chair Samantha 

Rice, has created an engaging and successful year for our Judea teens.  We wish 

Henry a Mazel Tov on obtaining this leadership position. 

 

We are moving forward in membership: Our membership continues to grow!  Each 

month we welcome new members to our community and our overall membership 

numbers are strong and growing. 

 

We continued deep and meaningful learning through weekly Torah Study, Rabbi 

Prosnit’s classes on Shmita and Responsa, as well as two fascinating series on 

Jewish Sacred Aging sponsored by the Caring Community and led by Rabbi 

Richard Address. Looking ahead, I hope you will join us for our annual Levin-

Moscovitz Lecture Series on June 9th - 12th featuring Professor Flora Cassen. 

During her time with us, Dr. Cassen will be teaching about the history of 

antisemitism and the spectrum of contemporary iterations of this phenomenon. As 

a centerpiece of her residency, she will share the experiences of her own family in 

Europe; she will also guide our community in a study of texts on anti-Judaism and 

antisemitism. I hope to see you there! 

 

JRC continues to move forward to secure the future of our sacred spaces:   

OUR HVACS have been replaced! And Our Foundation and patio repair is 

scheduled to begin the second half of June. Thank you to Mark Hainline, our 

buildings and grounds committee, and Ray Jones for moving these major capital 

projects forward. 

 



JRC continues to work to strengthen ourselves while we work to repair the 

world: 

Social Action chairs Marian Abernathy and Sonia Laurie have led us through 

internal and external social action programming.  

 

We live our Jewish values and practice Tikkun Olam through a myriad of 

meaningful programs.  While I don’t have time to cover all the great work our 

community is doing in detail, I want to highlight a few great examples.  

 

Refugee Resettlement has been a flagship effort for Judea this year. David Rousso, 

Carrie Norry, and Lois Ballen (with the expert guidance of Marian Abernathy) led 

co-sponsorship teams that resettled three families - (15 people) - from Afghanistan 

who fled the Taliban takeover in August of 2021. Our work to welcome the 

stranger has been meaningful and emotional and rooted in our own families' 

histories when our ancestors were uprooted and found the courage to trust others 

and put down roots in other countries.  

 

We have continued our commitment to Habitat for Humanity, where for years 

Lloyd Comstock has been organizing weekly Habitat for Humanity builds. 

 

And, of course, our 40-year partnership with Meals on Wheels continues. 

 

Earlier this month, Anna Klein, organized a concert to benefit Ukrainian refugee 

children and just this morning we co -sponsored a blood drive with Jewish For 

Good. 

 

And I could go on, talking about our work in Civic Engagement, advocating 

against domestic violence, fighting food and housing insecurity, building 

community partnerships, our racial justice work, and establishing The Vaccine 

Team to ensure the marginalized have access to Covid Vaccines and Boosters.   

 

Truly, Judea Reform is committed to Tikkun Olam - and we continue to seek 

volunteers on all our efforts - please let us know how you might want to engage.  

 



Through the reading and discussion of Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by 

Isabel Wilkerson, this program informed and connected JRC members to a greater 

understanding of the history of injustice in the United States and to open the door 

to doing anti-racist work within the congregation and the greater community.  We 

are taking the next steps to strengthen relationships with other faith-based 

organizations so we can continue to learn and grow from this program. 

 

JRC continues to plan for our future 

Carrie Norry has taken our Development program to the next level by building our 

Circles of Honor program and Major Gifts effort.  As you know, Judea Reform 

established the Sloan Family JRC Rabbinical Fund with an unprecedented 

$750,000 gift from Linda and Tom Sloan. This gift will be the lead gift for a major 

gifts campaign, which will secure financial funding for a permanent 2nd Rabbi to 

serve our congregation.  We have several other large gifts in the works and look 

forward to reporting on them in the near future. 

 

Last year we established the Sacred Spaces Fee:  The Sacred Spaces Fee allows us 

to maintain our physical space without financially straining our operating budget.  

Thanks to the foresight of Ziva Raney, Emily Young and Shawn dos Santos and 

our finance committee, this fund is off to a great start and solving for a long-known 

concern identified in our strategic plan to build up our capital reserves fund.  

 

As you will hear about during the budget report, we are in a strong financial 

position with nearly 6 months of operating expenses available in our unrestricted 

reserve.   

 

And this year, JRC leaders, Lisa Brachman, Eric Muller and Ziva Raney have 

revitalized our Governance Committee, and their first charge is to set up a 

constitutional review task force to ensure our governing document reflects our 

values, aligns with best governance practices and complies with North Carolina 

Law. 

 

In closing, this has been a trying year for both our professional staff and lay 

leaders.  Please accept my gratitude to each of you for your patience, wisdom and 

dedication to our Judea Reform family.  And please know how grateful I am to 



each of you.  I am so fortunate to be on this journey of serving our community 

together with our incredible staff and amazing lay leaders. 

 

 

 
 


