
 

 

2020 Board Candidate Biographies  

Below are biographies for candidates who are new to the Board of Trustees or new to the role 

for which they are nominated. Per our Constitution, all members of the Board of Trustees are 

General Trustees, unless designated as an Officer.  Committee chairs are appointed by the 

President at the beginning of the fiscal year; they are not elected.  

 

OFFICERS: 

Shawn dos Santos (Treasurer) 

Natalie Blackburn and I have been members of Judea Reform Congregation for 4 years, and our 

son Jerome Blackburn recently turned 2 years old. I have been on the Board for two years and 

look forwarding to continue contributing to making Judea a thriving community. I am a Budget 

Analyst at the University of North Carolina in the School of Pharmacy. At Judea, I have been 

using my professional skills to keep a history of past financial transactions and aggregating the 

data for analysis; making projections for future income and expenditures; generating a budget 

that is a living document and is a statement of Judea’s values; and informing discussions about 

expenditures in the future that further Judea’s mission and goals. Judea has had a number of 

financial challenges over the years and has come through them with a strong financial position 

and a buffer against difficult times.  This gives us room to discuss how we serve our community 

and how we can do better.  Significant challenges lie ahead that we can address from a position 

of strength. steak113@gmail.com 

 

Bruce Elvin (Recording Secretary) 

Rebecca and I, and daughters Nina (16) and Daliah (13), have been members of Judea for 17 

years. I am the Associate Dean at the Duke Law School. I have been on Judea’s Board for 9 

years, in different positions; I was previously chair of the Youth Committee for four years and 

am just finishing four years of chairing the Building & Grounds Committee. I am honored to 

keep serving the community if I can be helpful by remaining on the Board and serving on the 

Executive Committee as Recording Secretary. At this moment in particular, I am happy to help 

our synagogue continue to thrive, pursue and achieve our goals and meet the needs of our 

congregation and community.  I look forward to a further role that helps assess policies and 

decisions to help us achieve our goals. The values Judea Reform embodies and shares are more 

important than ever to support and spread. deanofmean17@gmail.com 
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Carrie Norry (Vice President)   

Doug and I have been members of Judea Reform, along with our kids Will (18), Emily (17), and 

Kate (14), since 2013. I recently “retired”—after 10 years— from my role as Founder and 

Executive Director of Just Tryan It, an organization that provides financial assistance to families 

battling childhood cancers. Previous to this, I was a math teacher for 18 years. I have chosen to 

spend my professional career supporting others in our community. My husband, Doug, is the 

Head of School at Triangle Day School in Durham and we, along with our extended family of 

cousins and siblings, are very rooted in Durham. I am thrilled to be returning to the Judea 

Reform Board of Trustees, after a 3-year hiatus, in which I previously served as a General 

Trustee. I have also served JRC as Chair of the Religious School Committee.  I love the people 

that make up Judea Reform Congregation and I value the community that we create together. I 

am looking forward to providing leadership and vision to the Temple and working with the 

Development Committee. I believe that through a commitment to development we can enhance 

our experiences at Judea Reform now and ensure its strength into the future. I look forward to 

#doinggoodtogether. carrienorry@me.com 

 

GENERAL TRUSTEES: 

 

Mark Hainline (General Trustee) 

Barbara and I, and our kids Ian (31) and Rachel (27), have been members of Judea Reform 

Congregation for 26 years. I am a retired software professional; I’ve programmed, been a 

manager, and led projects for 30+ years. I have been on the Board for the past two years in the 

role of Cemetery Board Representative and look forward to becoming a General Trustee. 

Previously I have served as Financial Secretary and Vice President. I enjoy giving back to the 

Judea Reform community, which has given so much to me and my 

family. mark.hainline@gmail.com 

 

Emily Alice Katz (General Trustee) 

Thad Domina and I have been members of Judea Reform since the summer of 2015, when we 

moved to Durham. I am a writer, primarily of literary fiction and I also work as a Standardized 

Patient (i.e., an actor for clinical classes) in Duke University’s School of Medicine. Thad is a 

professor in UNC’s School of Education; my son Lincoln (13) is a rising 9th grader at Riverside 

High School; and my daughter Willa (10) is a rising 5th grader at E.K. Powe Elementary. This 

will be my first time serving on the Board. I’ve enjoyed serving as a member of the Israel 

Discourse Advisory Committee (IDAC) since its inception, and I would like to further enhance 

my commitment to the community by taking on the leadership role of General Trustee. I trained 

as a cultural historian in the field of Jewish studies (earning a PhD in modern Jewish studies 
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from the Jewish Theological Seminary in 2008), and have taught and published in my field. My 

hope is that I can use this familiarity with Jewish culture, in its historical and contemporary 

iterations (including digital and virtual forms), to help shape stimulating, timely programming 

opportunities for members. I look forward to contributing to the Adult Education Committee’s 

continuing efforts to cultivate opportunities for life-long Jewish learning. In addition, I believe 

that I can bring my experience as a member of IDAC to bear on the Committee’s quest to create 

a diverse, inclusive space for exploring Jewish identities, ideas, and practices. emkatz@mac.com 

 

Alex Peroff  

I joined Judea Reform in 2017 and quickly became involved. I lead Next Dor—Judea Reform’s 

20s & 30s group; am a member of the membership committee; served on the Rabbinic Search 

Committee that hired Rabbi Soffer; and am in the LEAD JRC class. I am 34 years old and an 

electrochemist by profession (my parents live in New Jersey). This would be my first time on the 

Board of Trustees and I consider it an honor and privilege to be asked to become a General 

Trustee. With Next Dor, I have enjoyed being creative and empowered to just “try things out” 

and see if people would show up. I’ve been able to maintain connections with 20s & 30s folks 

who come to Judea Reform for social activities; have been excited to incorporate the 20s & 30s 

group into other committees at Judea Reform (especially Inclusion); and  I also try to incorporate 

my own creative marketing flare through video. I believe making people feel welcome and a part 

of the Judea community is a part of Judea Reform’s strategic goals, and I hope that my actions in 

the past have helped support those goals. I look forward to bringing that perspective to the 

Board. Alexperoff2014@u.northwestern.edu  

 

Barry Silver  

Barbara and I have been members of Judea Reform Congregation for 8 years. We have two 

married daughters and five grandchildren. I am a retired from a profession in management 

positions at Industrial Equipment and Analytical instrument manufacturers. This would be my 

first term on the Judea Reform Board of Trustees. I look forward to utilizing my LEAD training, 

as well as my Judea Reform Committee experience and management experience to help our 

synagogue continue to thrive and meet the needs of our congregation and community. I am 

currently a member of the Finance Committee, the Arts & Acquisitions Committee, and recently 

of the Life & Legacy Team. Judea Reform offers many diverse opportunities for congregants to 

participate and contribute.  I have been fortunate to find committee positions that match my skills 

and interests and to do work that help ensure the short and long term financial viability of Judea 

Reform and look forward to my role as General Trustee. barrydsilver@gmail.com  

  

Mandy Summerson 
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Graham and I, along with our sons Gray (21) and Matthew (17), have been members of Judea 

Reform since 1997. I am a Life Care Manager/ Geriatric Care Manager, and this will be my first 

term on the Board. I have worked in the Jewish community in the past and more recently have 

worked outside the Jewish community. I enjoy staying connected to our Jewish community and 

supporting the efforts of Judea Reform. I feel I have a lot to offer in the field of aging as Judea 

Reform looks to find the best ways to support our older adults. I look forward to taking an even 

greater role as a General Trustee. In addition, I am excited to continue in a leadership role with 

the Caring Community, which coordinates willing volunteers to cook, deliver food and/or visit 

with congregants who have requested support, reaching out to our fellow congregants during 

challenges or when grieving, around births, and to make contact with our homebound older 

adults. I want to continue being a part of all these touch points with congregants in need, 

especially as our congregation grows larger and ages.  msummerson@nc.rr.com 
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