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2018 NEW NOMINEES TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES,  

CEMETERY BOARD,  

AND NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Below are brief bios of nominees to the JRC Board of Trustees, Cemetery Board and JRC 

Nominating Committee, as submitted by them. These include all the officers, people who are 

new to the positions for which they are nominated and new people nominated to general trustee 

positions and the nominating committee. 

The complete slate is available to review as well. 

 

JRC OFFICERS 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
My name is Marc Joseph. I am a Senior Financial Analyst responsible for the syngo business, 

business intelligence and reporting at Siemens Healthcare. I earned my BS in Accounting at 

Frostburg State and my Master’s in Telecommunications Management at the University of 

Maryland. I have a wonderful wife, Betsy Polk Joseph and we have two children – Michael and 

Annie—both of whom are active at Judea Reform Congregation (JRC). We have been members 

of JRC since 2007. I served as the Treasurer of JRC (2012-2017) and on the Finance Committee 

since 2008. I have volunteered at other Jewish organizations:  The Lerner School as Treasurer 

(2007-2009) and on the Finance Committee (2008-2012); Jewish Federation of Durham-Chapel 

Hill At-Large Board member (2009-2012).  Being nominated to the Vice President position is an 

honor and a way for me to give back and help JRC be the best it can be for all its members. 

 

 

TREASURER 

My name is Stan Paskoff. Born and raised in New York City I moved to the Triangle to go to 

college, and never left.  Since graduating with a degree in math, I worked for a brief time at RTI 

and have worked in IT at Duke University for a few decades.  I currently manage the computers 

at the Sanford School of Public Policy, where I have been since 1993. I met my wife Penny 

volunteering at Raleigh Little Theater. Penny and I have celebrated many major milestones at 

Judea Reform:  Penny went through conversion with Rabbi Friedman; we were married in the 

old sanctuary; our daughter, Laura, had her baby naming and Bat Mitzvah here and our son, 

Sam, had his bris and Bar Mitzvah at Judea; I became a bar mitzvah following completion of the 

Anshe Mitzvah class.  Add in two house blessings, and you can see that we had many “takes” 

from JRC through the years. After all these “takes” it was time for us to provide some “gives” to 

JRC.  In the early 2000’s Penny became chair of the Religious Practices Committee and was 

President of the Congregation from 2004-2006.  I was on the board and then served as President 

of Community Midrasha.  I was President of JRC from 2010-2012 and for a year was chair of the 

Building and Grounds committee.  I co-chaired the committees that chose our interim rabbi and senior 



rabbi in 2013 and 2014.   Since 2006 I have managed our Sunday School’s 5th grade immigration 

simulation.  Through the years I also have been known to don a tuxedo and manage some events 

in the social hall. If elected, I look forward to my new role as treasurer, and working with staff, 

synagogue leaders and several former treasurers who serve on the finance committee.  Making 

JRC function takes many volunteers.   I am honored to be able to help JRC in any way I can as 

long as you’ll put up with me. 
  

 

JRC GENERAL TRUSTEES 

 
My name is Marian Abernathy. An international public health professional by training, my 

work has focused on international development and education with a long stint at Ipas (a 

reproductive health and rights non-profit based in Chapel Hill) and later at LINGOs, a 

consortium of international development and humanitarian relief organizations focusing on 

professional development and organizational learning. I’ve participated in a variety of our 

congregational social justice initiatives including Habitat for Humanity, Casseroles for Urban 

Ministries, Mitzvah Day and have co-chaired our Refugee Resettlement and Immigrant Justice 

Initiative. For the past two years, I’ve been inspired by the generosity and commitment of our 

community in welcoming and helping to resettle refugees and standing in solidarity with 

immigrants in our midst. I’m honored to be considered to serve as Social Action Chair and 

interested in expanding opportunities for all of us, particularly our youth, to engage in social 

justice work through Judea Reform. My husband, Dan Kaplan, and I joined Judea Reform in 

1999 -- although, because he grew up in the congregation, Dan has been around JRC for a lot 

longer! Rabbi Friedman officiated at our marriage and our children, Celie and Alex, attended the 

Lerner School and both became B’nai Mitzvah in the congregation.  

 

 

My name is Ivy Hoffman.  I became a member of Judea Reform in 2007 when my spouse, 

Megan Valentine, began the process of conversion.  Megan and I were members of the 2011 

Anshe Mitzvah Class, and I subsequently participated in the JRC LEAD Program. During Gale 

Adland’s tenure as President, I worked on a number of ad hoc projects.  In 2014, I joined the 

JRC Board as Vice President but shortly thereafter assumed the role of President when the 

standing President, Danny Green, moved away for a job in New York. My tenure as President 

coincided with a period of great transition at Judea Reform: Rabbi John Friedman retired, Rabbi 

Darryl Crystal served as our interim Rabbi. Also during that time, we conducted searches for and 

hired a new Executive Director and Education Director. During the past two years, I have served 

on the Board and Executive Committee as Immediate Past President and have contributed to a 

variety of projects including revision of the Board of Trustees Policies and Procedures Manual, 

initiation of video streaming of services, development of recommendations to assure the long-

range financial health of the congregation, and have continued in my role as chief bottle washer 

of the Saturday Shabbat Service and Lunch Program. Professionally, I retired from a career in 

NC state government: I started out as an entry-level television producer in the state’s 

advertising/television production agency and ended my career 33 years later as Executive 

Director of that same agency.  

 

 



My name is Shawn Sanders.  My wife Natalie and I moved to Chapel Hill from Atlanta for her 

to take a PhD in public health at UNC.  We've been members at Judea since 2016.  We are an 

interfaith family and joined largely because of how warm and welcoming Judea has been.  My 

professional background is as a financial planner for families.  My mother founded a financial 

planning firm in Atlanta back in 1994.  I've been a part of the industry in one capacity or another 

since that time.  The primary skill sets I've gained from this experience are financial modeling, 

investments, implementation of financial plans, sales and communications.  For a time I worked 

professionally in politics.  This included some time on Capitol Hill in DC and working on over a 

dozen campaigns for all levels of political office.  Volunteer activities currently include the 

finance committee for Lerner & Judea, the Foundation committee at Federation, and acting as 

gardener for a church in Carrboro.   

 

 

My name is Rob Schneider. I am Regional Director for ATI Physical Therapy. I previously 

owned my own Physical Therapy practice, Balanced Physical Therapy, before selling it in 2012. 

I have been a member of JRC since 1995. I moved to NC in 1991 to finish my Master of Science 

in Human Movement at UNC-CH.  I have been an active member of the Jewish Community 

through volunteer work at JRC, the Federation, and the Lerner Day School. My wife, Anne 

Marie Schneider, and I have 2 children who grew up here. We began as an interfaith marriage 

and committed to raise our children Jewish: Alexandra and Julianne went to religious school at 

JRC; to the Lerner Day School; and became B’nai Mitzvah at JRC. We chose to be members of 

JRC because of how welcoming the community was to us, especially as an interfaith couple. I 

have been active with and co-chaired the JCC building committee, served on the membership 

committee for the JCC, and   chaired the Community Midrasha Board. All of my volunteer 

activities have focused on ways to further build a vibrant and visible Jewish Community.  If 

elected, I am excited to help build and lead a Development Committee for JRC and look forward 

to connecting with the JRC community. 

 

 

My name is Scott Stauble.  I am currently the Science Coordinator and an Instructor of Biology 

at Durham Technical Community College.  I have lived in Durham for six years now, and my 

husband, Jason, and I are happy to call it home.  We have two dogs, Bailey and Shia, and are 

working on expanding our family to include our first child.  My family also includes seven 

nieces and nephews who we see often, though not as often as we would like.  I am happy to be 

leading the Youth Engagement Taskforce currently and proud of the work that the Youth 

Committee and Religious School Committee are undertaking to improve youth and family 

education and engagement at Judea Reform.  I have over 10 years of education experience and 

am currently working to complete a doctoral degree in educational leadership in the next few 

months.  It has been a pleasure working with the current groups to shape the future of youth and 

family education and engagement at a synagogue that my husband and I have made our home for 

5 years now.  If elected, I look forward to working with the JRC board, our Education Director, 

and the skilled and talented Judea Reform members to develop meaningful and engaging 

programming for youth and their families.  We are always interested in welcoming new members 

and new ideas to our work.   



 

My name is Iris Weiss.  I retired several years ago from Horizon Research, Inc., a small contract 

research firm I founded in 1987 that specializes in science and mathematics education research 

and evaluation.  My husband Steve and I have two grown sons, Jeremy who lives in the DC area 

with his wife and two adorable children, and Daniel who lives in a group home in Chapel Hill.  I 

have served in various capacities at the Jewish Federation of Durham-Chapel Hill, including 

chair of the Jewish Family Services Advisory Board, member of the Allocations Committee, and 

member of the Board of Directors.  We have been members of Judea since 1981, and after 

feeling quite isolated for many years, have been gratified to see the strides JRC has made in 

becoming a more welcoming community.  I have served on the JRC Inclusion Committee since 

its inception, chairing the Inclusion: Older Adults subcommittee when it was initiated two years 

ago and serving as Interim Chair of the Committee since August 2017.  I have been nominated to 

chair the Inclusion Committee, and I am looking forward to continuing the progress that has been 

made. 

 

 

CEMETERY BOARD TRUSTEE 
 

My name is Wendy Ruggiero and I am the CFO for Capital Associates Management, LLC in 

Raleigh.  I've been married almost 20 years to my husband Dino and we have 2 sons Vincent 

(14) and Nick (11).  We have been members of JRC for almost 15 years.  I have served on the 

Religious School committee and I am a recent graduate of the LEAD program.  I am a CPA and I 

have been very involved within the NCACPA (North Carolina Association of CPAs).  I was on 

the board of directors for the NCACPA as well as served on many committees and task forces.  I 

was also on the board of the NC CPA Foundation where I served as Treasurer.  I am currently on 

the board of directors of SECU Family House in Chapel Hill where I serve as the 

Treasurer.  Giving back to the community is important to me.  After graduating from the LEAD 

program, I have been a visiting participant on the Cemetery Board.   

 

 

 

 

JRC NOMINATING COMMITTEE (CONGREGANTS) 

 
My name is Peg Carlson. My name is Peg Carlson, and my husband Andrew Geller and I have 

been members of Judea Reform Congregation since 1994. Our children Jacob (age 23) and Lena 

(age 19) grew up here and attended Lerner Day School preschool, then JRC religious school and 

Community Midrasha.  I have held a number of lay leadership roles over the years, including 

serving as chair of the 2010 Strategic Planning committee and two terms on the Board of 

Trustees as Membership co-chair.  My husband Andrew is a lay cantor and the current Religious 

Practices chair. In my professional life, I am a faculty member and Director of the Center for 

Public Leadership and Governance at the School of Government at UNC-Chapel Hill. I am 

deeply committed to creating a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere at Judea and continually 

finding new ways to connect people to the synagogue and each other. This is the only synagogue 

I've ever known; I converted to Judaism here in 2007 and was a member of the 2011 Anshe 



Mitzvah class. I would be honored to serve as a member of the Nominating Committee and use 

my knowledge of our wonderful community to help identify the future leadership of our 

congregation. 

 

My name is Chip Carnathan. I joined Judea Reform when I moved here from Boulder, CO with 

my wife Jane in 2007. We have been very active in congregational life and we both value our 

affiliation with Judea, our chavurah and our many friends at the synagogue. Since becoming 

members, I participated in LEAD JRC and shortly thereafter became the Chair of the Social 

Action Committee. In that capacity, I served on the Board for four years. More recently, during 

the 2016-2017 Congregational year, I served on the Executive Committee as a Vice President. In 

addition to the Social Action Committee, I have been a member of the Adult Education 

Committee, the Men's Group, and the current Strategic Plan Task Force. I am “semi-retired" after 

a 35-year career in various pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, including a stint as the 

President of my own consulting firm. I served as JRC Treasurer from 2017-2018 and, if elected 

look forward to serving on the nominating committee. 

  
  
My name is Amy Newman. My husband Mark and I have lived in this area for 26 years.  We 

have been members of Judea Reform since 1997. Our three children Calvin, Zoe and Carly grew 

up in our synagogue and have always felt like it is a second home.  I have an undergraduate 

degree in English Language and a Master’s degree in Hebrew Studies. I have prepared hundreds 

of children in our community for Bar and Bat Mitzvah and have taught two Anshei Mitzvah 

classes as well. I am proud to teach Torah every single day. I have served the past few years on 

the Religious Practices committee.   

 

 

 

 


