
 

November 21, 2019 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

“Judea Reform is a community that knows how to welcome, how to say ‘welcome home.’” 

--Rabbi Matthew V. Soffer, Rosh Hashanah Sermon, September 30th, 2019 

 

Each year, the High Holy Days provide us with the opportunity to recognize the power we have, 

individually and as a community, to shape the story of our lives, our synagogue, and our world 

in the year to come. We are so grateful you are part of the story of Judea Reform Congregation, 

particularly in this chapter, as the hour calls for this “Home” of ours to be as strong and 

embracing as we know it can be. 

Having inaugurated the New Year of 5780, we turn our attention to the work of building and 

strengthening our congregation with your support. Judea Reform Congregation, since our 

founding in 1961, has kindled the light of Judaism; has represented a steadfast commitment to 

core Jewish values in our community; and has been a “Home,” a haven, a source of strength 

and moral courage. 

As you all know, we are living in tumultuous times. In his High Holy Day message to the Reform 

Jewish Movement, the President of the Union for Reform Judaism, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, reminds 

us that “our world and communities are being torn apart by hate and bigotry, and this daily 

divisiveness is toxic and corrosive . . . we must challenge the fear caused by hateful rhetoric.”   

Now, more than ever, we need Judea Reform to be a moral voice for our members and our 

community, to challenge the fear of these times we live in. In the face of hate, we stand for 

love. In the face of isolation, we stand for community. In the face of loneliness and grief, we 

stand for accompaniment and comfort. In the face of fear, we stand for life-affirming joy. In the 

face of antisemitism, we stand for the mitzvah of love.   

We are writing to ask you to begin 5780 with a contribution to Judea Reform Congregation’s 

2019 Annual Appeal. With our gatherings throughout the High Holy Days, and our ongoing 

work to bring to life the values of Torah, Justice, and Compassion, it is clear that Judea Reform 

is a Congregation of sacred purpose. We are hoping you will invest generously in our spiritual 

home; please give to the Annual Appeal by December 31st. 



Your gift sustains our commitment to the pillars of Judaism and strengthens the steps we can 

take toward the urgent call of the Prophet Isaiah, which we read together on Yom Kippur:  

Vanu mimcha chorvot olam, mosdei dor vador t’komeim, v’kora l’cha godier peretz! 

"Your people shall rebuild ancient ruins, lay the foundations for generations upon generations to 

come. And you shall be called, ’the repairers of the breach!’”  (58:12)  

 

L’shana Tova,  

 
 

 

Rabbi Matthew V. Soffer Ziva Raney, President Emily Young, Interim 
Executive Director 

 

P.S. Please consider a gift this year of any amount [$54, $108, $360]. Every gift counts!!



 


