
 

Proposed Change to Civil Marriage Registration Procedure 

 

When we conduct a Jewish wedding, we also register it as a civil marriage.  Our 
marriage secretaries are authorised to do this under the Marriage Act 1949 but for 
historic and complex reasons, arising from the fact that this authority stems from 
the Office of the Chief Rabbi via the Board of Deputies, we can only register civil 
weddings that are also Jewish weddings.  We offer shutafut (partnership) 
ceremonies for same-sex couples but because these are not halachically Jewish 
weddings we cannot register them as civil weddings through the Office of the Chief 
Rabbi.  This places same-sex couples who wish their relationship to be constituted 
civilly as a marriage at a disadvantage because they need to have a registry office 
marriage to achieve that objective. 

NNLS Council, following a policy adopted in 2018 by Masorti Judaism, considers 
that the above process is discriminatory and contrary to our principles of equality 
and diversity.  There is, following The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013, an 
alternative pathway to enable us to register same-sex civil weddings.  It involves 
moving the basis of our authority from the Board of Deputies/Office of the Chief 
Rabbi to West London Synagogue. Anyone who wants to understand the legal basis 
of this change will find a detailed report prepared by Rabbi Jeremy Gordon and 
colleagues for Masorti Judaism [here - hyperlink to report]. 

This simple mechanistic change has already been made by, among others, New 
London, Kol Nefesh, St Albans and Hatch End synagogues.  We are not aware of any 
issues arising as a result of this change with either the Board of Deputies or the 
Office of the Chief Rabbi and we do not anticipate any as a result of our own 
action. 

NNLS Council has resolved to make this change which will be implemented as soon 
as the relevant formalities can be completed.  It is a purely administrative change.  
West London Synagogue will have no involvement in any of our marriages or 
shutafut ceremonies and the change does not impact on our policy in relation to 
the holding of same-sex ceremonies.   

If you require any further information, please contact Richard Gold 
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