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The Ancestors of the Messiah:  
Pushing the Boundaries Towards Redemption  

 
 
King David descends from three women – Ruth, Tamar, and Lot’s daughters – 
all of whom pushed (crossed?) sexual boundaries. Since the Messiah will 
descend from King David, what does that tell us about how ultimate 
redemption will arise? 
 
 
Source 1 – Read Genesis Chapter 38 (preferably the entire chapter) 
 
Questions: What are the character traits of Tamar and Judah in this story? In 
what way does Tamar “redeem” Judah? 

 

Genesis - Chapter 38 

ִליהּוָדה  ַוְיִהי ְכִמְשֹלש ֳחָדִשים, ַויַֻּגד  כד
ֵלאֹמר ָזְנָתה ָתָמר ַכָלֶתָך, ְוַגם ִהֵנה ָהָרה, 

  ַויֹאֶמר ְיהּוָדה, הֹוִציאּוָה ְוִתָשֵרף. ִלְזנּוִנים; 

24 And it came to pass about three months after, that 

it was told to Judah, saying: 'Tamar your daughter-in-

law has played the harlot; and moreover, behold, she 

is with child by harlotry.' And Judah said: 'Bring her 

forth, and let her be burnt.'  

 ָחִמיהָ -ִהוא מּוֵצאת, ְוִהיא ָשְלָחה ֶאל  כה
ֵאֶלה לֹו, ָאֹנִכי ָהָרה; -ֵלאֹמר, ְלִאיש ֲאֶשר

ַהֹחֶתֶמת ְוַהְפִתיִלים  ְלִמי--ָנא-ַותֹאֶמר, ַהֶכר
  ְוַהַמֶטה, ָהֵאֶלה.

25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her 

father-in-law, saying: 'By the man, whose these are, 

am I with child'; and she said: 'Discern, please, whose 

are these, the signet, and the cords, and the staff.'  

-ַעל-ִמֶמִני, ִכי ָצְדָקהַוַיֵכר ְיהּוָדה, ַויֹאֶמר   כו
 ָיַסף עֹוד,-ְנַתִתיָה, ְלֵשָלה ְבִני; ְולֹא-ֵכן לֹא

  ְלַדְעָתּה.

26 And Judah acknowledged them, and said: 'She is 

more righteous than I; forasmuch as I did not give her 

Shelah my son.' And he knew her again no more.  

ְתאֹוִמים,  ַוְיִהי, ְבֵעת ִלְדָתּה; ְוִהֵנה  כז
  ְבִבְטָנּה.

27 And it came to pass in the time of her labour that, 

behold, twins were in her womb.  

ַוִתַקח ַהְמַיֶלֶדת,  ָיד; -ַוְיִהי ְבִלְדָתּה, ַוִיֶתן  כח
  ִראֹשָנה. , ָיָצאָידֹו ָשִני ֵלאֹמר, ֶזה-ַוִתְקֹשר ַעל

28 And it came to pass, when she laboured, that one 

put out a hand; and the midwife took and bound upon 

his hand a scarlet thread, saying: 'This came out first.'  

ָאִחיו,  ַוְיִהי ְכֵמִשיב ָידֹו, ְוִהֵנה ָיָצא  כט
ָפַרְצָת ָעֶליָך ָפֶרץ; ַוִיְקָרא ְשמֹו, -ַותֹאֶמר, ַמה

  ָפֶרץ.

29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, 

that, behold his brother came out; and she said: 

'Wherefore have you made a breach for yourself?' 

Therefore his name was called Peretz.  

ַהָשִני;  ָידֹו-ְוַאַחר ָיָצא ָאִחיו, ֲאֶשר ַעל  ל
  ַוִיְקָרא ְשמֹו, ָזַרח.

30 And afterward his brother came out, who had the 

scarlet thread upon his hand; and his name was called 

Zerah. 
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Source 2 – Read the end of chapter 4 of the Book of Ruth (below) 
 
Question: How does the genealogy of King David (and therefore the Messiah) 
trace itself back to Judah? [Hint: Look at Genesis 38:29] 
 

-ְוֵאֶלה תֹוְלדֹות ָפֶרץ, ֶפֶרץ הֹוִליד ֶאת יח
 ֶחְצרֹון. 

18 Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez 

begot Hetzron;  

-ָרם, ְוָרם הֹוִליד ֶאת-ְוֶחְצרֹון הֹוִליד ֶאת יט
 ַעִמיָנָדב. 

19 and Hetzron begot Ram, and Ram begot 

Amminadav;  

ַנְחשֹון, ְוַנְחשֹון הֹוִליד -ְוַעִמיָנָדב הֹוִליד ֶאת כ
 ַשְלָמה. -ֶאת

20 and Amminadav begot Nahshon, and Nahshon 

begot Salmon;  

-ֹבַעז, ּוֹבַעז הֹוִליד ֶאת-ְוַשְלמֹון הֹוִליד ֶאת כא
 עֹוֵבד. 

21 and Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Oved;  

-ִיָשי, ְוִיַשי הֹוִליד ֶאת-ְוֹעֵבד הֹוִליד ֶאת כב
 ָדִוד.

22 and Oved begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David.  

 
Source 3 – Read Genesis 19:30-38 
 
Compare this story of Lot’s daughters to that of Tamar in Genesis 38. Why do 
you think the ancestors of the Messiah contain stories of “sacred seduction”? 
Why are they not condemned for breaking sexual taboos (incest, adultery)? 
 

ַוַיַעל לֹוט ִמּצֹוַער ַוֵיֶשב ָבָהר, ּוְשֵתי  ל
ְבֹנָתיו ִעמֹו, ִכי ָיֵרא, ָלֶשֶבת ְבצֹוַער; 

 הּוא, ּוְשֵתי ְבֹנָתיו. --ַוֵיֶשב, ַבְמָעָרה

30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the 

mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he 

feared to dwell in Zoar; and he dwelt in a cave, he 

and his two daughters.  

ַהְּצִעיָרה, -ַותֹאֶמר ַהְבִכיָרה ֶאל לא
ָאִבינּו ָזֵקן; ְוִאיש ֵאין ָבָאֶרץ ָלבֹוא 

 ָהָאֶרץ. -ָעֵלינּו, ְכֶדֶרְך ָכל

31 And the first-born said to the younger: 'Our 

father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to 

come in to us after the manner of all the earth.  

ָאִבינּו ַיִין, ְוִנְשְכָבה -ְלָכה ַנְשֶקה ֶאת לב
 ִעמֹו; ּוְנַחֶיה ֵמָאִבינּו, ָזַרע. 

32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we 

will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our 

father.'  

ן, ַבַלְיָלה הּוא; ֲאִביֶהן ַייִ -ַוַתְשֶקיןָ ֶאת לג
-ָאִביָה, ְולֹא-ַוָתבֹא ַהְבִכיָרה ַוִתְשַכב ֶאת

 ָיַדע ְבִשְכָבּה ּוְבקּוָמּה. 

33 And they made their father drink wine that night. 

And the first-born went in, and lay with her father; 

and he knew not when she lay down, nor when she 

arose. . . .  

ַוֵתֶלד ַהְבִכיָרה ֵבן, ַוִתְקָרא ְשמֹו  לז
 ַהיֹום.-מֹוָאב, ַעד-מֹוָאב: הּוא ֲאִבי

37 . . . And the first-born bore a son, and called his 

name Moab--the same is the father of the Moabites 

to this day.  

 


