
‘Amid the alien corn’ - Ruth and Gleaning 

Vayikra 19:9-10 The Torah commands us to leave leket, gleanings. 
ט׃ א ְתַלֵּקֽ ֹ֥ יְר֖� ל ֶקט ְקִצֽ ר ְוֶל֥ ת ָׂשְד֖� ִלְקֹצ֑ ה ְּפַא֥ א ְתַכֶּל֛ ֹ֧ ם ל יר ַאְרְצֶכ֔ ל   ּֽוְבֻקְצְרֶכ֙ם ֶאת־ְקִצ֣ א ְתעֹוֵל֔ ֹ֣ ְוַכְרְמ֙� ל

ט לֶֽ ּופֶ֥  א ְתַלֵּק֑ ֹ֣ י ְוַלֵּגר֙ ֶרט ַּכְרְמ֖� ל י ָעִנ֤ ם ֲאִנ֖ ב ֹאָת֔ ם׃-ל-אֱ ה  ַּתֲעֹז֣   ֵהיֶכֽ
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your 
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not pick your vineyard bare or gather 
the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I the Lord 
am your God.  

The Alshich comments: Don’t take the gleanings in our hand and pass them to the 
poor because they will feel ashamed. Instead, leave the corners of your field and the 
gleanings and they will come and glean for themselves in a dignified manner.  

Do you feel this is more dignified? In what way? Are there parallels in how we should 
give today? Why is added by the reminder: ‘I am the Lord your God’? 

 
Ruth 2:9–10 Ruth’s been gleaning since morning. Now Boaz, who owns, the field arrives 

ִי� ּבַ  ְכּתִ ֵעיַנ֜ ה ֲאֶׁשר־ִיְקֹצרּו֙ן ְוָהַל֣ ת ְוָהַלְכְּת֙ ָּׂשֶד֤ � ְוָצִמ֗ י ָנְגֵע֑ ים ְלִבְלִּת֣ יִתי ֶאת־ַהְּנָעִר֖ ן ֲה֥לֹוא ִצִּו֛  ַאֲחֵריֶה֔
ים׃אֶ  ר ִיְׁשֲא֖בּון ַהְּנָעִרֽ ית ֵמֲאֶׁש֥ ים ְוָׁשִת֕ ְרצָ  ל־ַהֵּכִל֔ חּו ָא֑ יָה ַוִּתְׁשַּת֖ יו ַמּדּוַע֩ ָמצָ֨ ִּתֹּפ֙ל ַעל־ָּפֶנ֔ אֶמר ֵאָל֗ ֹ֣ אִתי  ה ַוּת

י ָנְכִרָּיֽה׃ ִני ְוָּאֹנִכ֖ י֙� ְלַהִּכיֵר֔ ן ְּבֵעיֶנ֙    ֵח֤
Boaz: Keep your eyes on the field they are reaping, and follow them. I have ordered the men 
not to molest you. And when you are thirsty, go to the jars and drink some of [the water] that 
the men have drawn.”  
Ruth: She prostrated herself with her face to the ground, and said to him, “Why are you so 
kind as to single me out, when I am a foreigner?”  

Consider the whole chapter, but especially verses 9 and 10 (above). In what ways 
does Boaz respect Ruth’s dignity? How do you understand Ruth’s response? 

"Then she fell on her face, and bowed down to the ground:" this teaches that she 
prophesied she was going to be familiar like the way of the whole earth. Midrash Ruth 
Rabbah. Is this the only way, or are there other ways of understanding Ruth’s reply to 
Boaz? 

Devarim 24:19 and 22  Leaving forgotten sheaves and unpicked fruit for the poor 
א ָתׁשּו֙ב ְלַקְחּ֔תֹו ַלֵּג֛ר ַלָּי֥תֹום ְוָלַאלְ  ֹ֤ ה ל ֶמר ַּבָּׂשֶד֗ ַכְחָּת֧ ֹע֣ � ְוֽׁשָ יְר֨� ְבָׂשֶד֜ י ִתְקֹצ֩ר ְקִצֽ ַען  ִּכ֣ ָמָנ֖ה ִיְהֶי֑ה ְלַמ֤

י�׃-ה אֱ ְיָבֶרְכ֙�  ה ָיֶדֽ ל ַמֲעֵׂש֥ י� ְּבֹכ֖ ֶרץ ִמצְ  ----�ֶה֔ יָת ְּבֶא֣ ֶבד ָהִי֖ ן אָ ְוָזַ֣כְרָּת֔ ִּכי־ֶע֥ ִים ַעל־ֵּכ֞ י ְמַצְּו֙� ַלֲעׂ֔שֹות  ָר֑ ֹנִכ֤
ה׃   ר ַהֶּזֽ  ֶאת־ַהָּדָב֖

When you reap the harvest in your field and overlook a sheaf in the field, do not turn back to 
get it; it shall go to the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow—in order that the LORD your 
God may bless you in all your undertakings….   Always remember that you were a slave in 
the land of Egypt; therefore do I enjoin you to observe this commandment.  
 

The Torah closely links the commandment to leave parts of the harvest for the 
stranger and the poor to remembering our slavery in Egypt. How do you understand 
the connection? What does this say about freedom? What implications does it have 
for how we understand Jewish history? 


