The Great Debate:

A Deeper Look into the Discussion between Moshe & Betzalel

1. Berachos 55a
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Y onatan said: Bezalel was called by that name on account of
his wisdom. When the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Go say to Bezalel, “Make a tabernacle,
an ark, and vessels” (see Exodus 31:7-11), Moses went and reversed the order and told Bezalel: “Make
an ark, and vessels, and a tabernacle” (see Exodus 25-26). He said to Moses: Moses, our teacher, the
standard practice throughout the world is that a person builds a house and only afterward places the
vessels in the house, and you say to me: Make an ark, and vessels, and a tabernacle. If I do so in the order
you have commanded, the vessels that I make, where shall I put them? Perhaps God told you the
following: “Make a tabernacle, ark, and vessels” (see Exodus 36). Moses said to Bezalel: Perhaps you
were in God’s shadow [betzel El], and you knew precisely what He said. You intuited God’s commands
just as He stated them, as if you were there. Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: Bezalel knew how to join the
letters with which heaven and earth were created.

2. Midrash Tanchuma, Parshas Pekude1 2:3
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R. Jacob the son of Issi asked: Why does it say; I love the habitation of Thy house, and the place where
Thy glory dwells? The Tabernacle is equal to the creation of the world itself. How is that so? Concerning
the first day, it is written: In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1), and it is
written elsewhere: Who stretched out the heavens like a curtain (Ps. 104:2). and concerning the
Tabernacle it is written: And thou shalt make curtains of goats’ hair....
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