
 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K Curricular Guide 

 

Inquiry Based Learning Approach

 

We have developed our philosophy from well-researched and documented early 

childhood philosophies. Along with some of the more traditional aspects of early 

childhood education, you will see concepts pulled from the Reggio Emilia philosophy 

and the Inquiry Based Learning Approach. Information and skills are connected to and built 

upon previously learned material. Concepts introduced are continually reviewed and revisited.  

Our curriculum allows children to pursue their own interests and fascinations in subjects. The 

children are actively engaged in learning, where they ask their own questions, conduct 

their own investigations, and make decisions about their activities. They enjoy the 

satisfaction of self-motivated learning during which their curiosity can be expressed 

purposely. An inquiry is an in-depth investigation of a topic observed by the teacher to be 

of particular interest to the children. It is the children’s initiative and involvement that 

distinguishes it from the typical prepared themes that are more familiar in the early 

childhood classroom.  

Multi-Age Experience

 

Anshai Torah’s Pre-K utilizes multi-age opportunities to teach students age three to five 

years old.  When children are between 3-5 years old, there is a vast range of skills and 

knowledge that can be identified but not necessarily attributed to age.  Differences can be 

seen in readiness, background knowledge, interest and learning profile.  Multi-age 

activities provide a diverse environments where children are valued for their successes 

which assist in developing a positive self-concept that lays a foundation for life. 

 Curricular Domains

 

 

• Write, listen, understanding, and demonstrate pre reading skills 

• Everyday language usage: speaking & communicating 

 

 

LANGUAGE is cultivated through a child’s early experiences with speaking and 

listening. By engaging children in conversations, we expose them to new words and 

encourage expression of thoughts, feelings, and opinion.  Beginning conversations, 

singing songs, discussing symbols and their meaning; all lay the foundation for reading 

success. 
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• Recognize upper- and lower-case letters in alphabet 

• Recognize selected words in print 

• Use pre-writing skills 

• Demonstrate phonemic and phonological awareness 

• Show print awareness 

WRITING/FINE MOTOR uses innovative letter order and developmentally appropriate 

pre-writing strategies to promote easy learning for every letter and every student. 

• Utilize adequate spacing 

• Learn letter formation and placement 

• Follow directions and sequences 

• Pincer Grasp 

 

 

 

 

• Sort and classify numbers and objects 

• Recognize, read, and extend patterns 

• Use manipulatives constructively 

• Identify and name simple shapes 

• Name, recognize, and represent numbers 1 through 100 

• Understand importance and usage of coins 

• Recognize the importance of time and time-telling vehicles 

• Read simple math sentences including basic symbols 

• Graph simple information 

SOCIAL / EMOTIONAL focuses on helping children become caring, competent, and 

confident individuals. We nurture children's social emotional development by giving 

them a strong sense of self, fostering their independence, encouraging them to make 

friends, and teaching them to be a responsible member of a community. 

• Demonstrate self-confidence 

• Socialize with peers 

• Resolve minor conflicts by using basic conflict resolution skills 

• Respect the rights of other people 
• Practice problem-solving skills in social situations 

MATHEMATICS is the study of numbers, quantities, measurements, shapes, and their 

relationship to one another. We support the development of children's mathematical 

skills by creating hands-on experiences and by presenting problems to children that are 

meaningful and relevant to their developmental level. Math is presented in a fun and 

creative way, providing our students with the opportunity to develop abstract reasoning 

skills, learn complex math concepts, and create solutions to real-life problems. 

 

LITERACY begins by immersing children in literacy-rich environments and fostering a 

love of language and reading. Emergent literacy skills are supported by planning 

activities that involve sound manipulation, print usage, recognizing letters, developing a 

love of books, writing, and appreciating the rhythm of language. 

 



 

 

PHYSICAL HEALTH AND SAFETY supports children's overall education and 

growth. Young children learn best when they have healthy minds and bodies. We 

promote children's physical health and development by planning activities that involve 

fine and gross motor development and by teaching children good nutrition and hygiene. 

• Take care of basic needs: clean up, fasten clothing, use tissue, etc. 

• Begin to show dexterity, balance and control 

• Use large muscles to manipulate objects 

SCIENCE is the study of the world and how it works. Children are natural scientists and 

their curiosity leads them to seek answers to questions and make connections. By 

experimenting, making predictions, exploring, testing observations, and investigating, 

children learn about the world they live in. 

• Demonstrate basic knowledge and skills from science units 

• Show curiosity about the environment 

• Ask scientific questions  

CREATIVE ARTS support all areas of child development and foster children's 

imagination and creativity. By painting a colorful picture, singing a song, dancing, and 

role-playing with their friends, children learn to express their thoughts, ideas, and 

feelings in new and creative ways. 

• Appreciate fine arts (dance, movement, art, drama, music) in daily life 

• Use fine motor skills to draw, cut or glue 

HEBREW LANGUAGE songs and prayers provide a natural and comfortable way for 

young children to begin the acquisition of a second language.  

• Beginning speaking and listening skills 

• Learn vocabulary and usage 

JUDAIC STUDIES is infused with spirituality and Jewish values. An important overall 

goal is to help students develop love and enthusiasm for their own Jewish identity, as 

well as beginning to acquire a strong knowledge base about their Jewish history.   

 

• Jewish Identity and personal connection 

• Jewish Knowledge, the value of lifelong learning 

• Love for Torah, the Jewish People and the Land of Israel 

• Middot (values):  meaning, interactions and relationships 

• Oral recitation of specific prayers and Brachot (blessings) 

• Terminology, practices, and events related to Jewish holidays and observances  

 

 


