
 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
I am writing to invite you personally to a special learning opportunity this Shabbat afternoon at 5:30 
PM regarding the practice of alcohol consumption on Purim.  The shiur will present the full range of 
classical views regarding this topic, ranging from the medieval halakhic authorities to luminaries of 
more recent centuries, with a focus on the fascinating historical development of this topic, as I will 
argue that with time, a pronounced tendency emerged which condemned drunkenness altogether, 
and, moreover, lent further support to the famous view of Rabbenu Ephraim, endorsed by a small 
group of Rishonim, that there was indeed no obligation to drink altogether on Purim. 
 
This shiur takes place within the context of an ongoing and concerted effort in our community to raise 
awareness regarding the profound health concerns raised by consumption of substances of any kind. 
Indeed, our community is deeply indebted to Lianne and Etiel Forman for sharing their deeply 
personal story regarding substance abuse, and their efforts to provide support and resources to families 
confronting the scourge of addiction.  As we advertise every week in the bulletin, there is a support 
group which meets every other Wednesday for those with family members confronting addiction. 
Please reach out to Time2TalkAddiction@gmail.com.for more information. 
 
And yet, there is much work which remains to be done.  A presentation made last month by Bergen 
County Prosecutor Dennis Calo to the Rabbinical Council of Bergen County underscored the extent 
to which the opioid epidemic is not only of great concern to Bergen County altogether, but 
specifically, to the Orthodox Jewish community.  In decades past, we too often denied the existence of 
these sorts of problems in our community, but we now know the terrible price of denial. 
 
While substance abuse remains a serious challenge facing our community altogether, there is particular 
concern facing our youth.It was only this past September that the then Commissioner of the Food and 
Drug Administration referred, in a formal statement to the use of e-cigarettes in adolescents as an 
epidemic on no less than four separate occasions (see full statement at 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm620185.htm). 
There is not an educational institution in our community that does not deal with the ramifications of 
this public health crisis. 
 
It is my firm conviction that no responsible halakhic conclusion can be reached regarding alcohol 
consumption on any occasion, including Purim, without a deep awareness of the context in which we 
find ourselves.  If you are not able to come to the shiur, please know that I believe it is imperative that, 
as is the case with other areas of medicine, that we pursue a strategy of ‘herd immunity,’  The more 
awareness we raise about the dangers of excessive consumption, and consequently, the benefits of 
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adopting a communal norm eschewing, and even repudiating, any form of drunkenness on Purim, in 
accordance with a great many Rishonim, and Acharonim, the safer each member of our community 
will be.  Plainly, while many will rightly claim the ability to become intoxicated safely, others simply 
are unable to do so, and the consequences can range from merely unpleasant to the tragic. 
 
Kol Yisrael Areivim Zeh ba-Zeh, we all bear responsibility towards each one another.  This theme, 
while true on a year round basis, has special significance on Purim, when we gathered together at 
Esther’s directive, lekh kinos et kol ha-yehudim.   
 
Indeed, as our Sages said regarding the thirteenth of Adar, zman kehilla la-kol hi, it is a time for 
communal gathering, for a heightened sense of awareness and concern for one another.  Even as we 
reaffirm our bonds with Torah itself, kimu vi-kiblu, let us act with an ever greater sense of 
responsibility to the community at large, and to each individual within it. 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
 
Daniel Fridman 
Rabbi, Jewish Center of Teaneck 
Purim 5779 


