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Parshat Shelach                                            Friday, June 16 

                   22 Sivan - 29 Sivan 5777 

 

 

 

 

     

Friday, June 16 

   7:00 PM Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 
     

Shabbat, June 17 
8:30 AM Rambam Shiur  

9:00 AM Shacharit Services   
Torah reading pages listed inside 
Baal HaMaftir: Joshua Levine 

 
Shabbat Youth Schedule (See inside for details) 

 
Kiddush after davening in the Stein Auditorium 

 

“Parshah in the Park" 
Martin Luther King Jr. Park, on Broad Street, right down the block from the shul  

1st-4th grade 5:30-5:50 
5th-8th grade 5:50-6:20 

Sponsored by Amir and Alysa Cohen and Family in gratitude for the past ten 
years in good health, and a Bracha for many more. 

  
In the case of inclement weather, this will be held at the shul 

To sponsor a week of Parshah in the Park for $18, please contact the office at 
office@jcot.org. 

 

7:15 PM Ramban Parsha Shiur in Pressburger Sanctuary 

8:00 PM Mincha 
9:12 PM Maariv 

9:20 PM Havdalah 
 



 

 

Shul Announcements  
 

The Dr. Joel Dennis and Mr. Ruvin  
Fridman Memorial Teaneck Tanach Study 

Group will meet Monday  
evenings thru the rest of the summer at  
7:15 PM in the Pressburger Sanctuary.   
Please join us as we will be discussing  

Sefer Yehoshua. 
 

The Sisterhood of the Jewish Center of 
Teaneck would like to invite all ladies in 

the community to their  
Knitting Night at the Shul  

 Sunday, July 23, 2017,  
from 7 pm-8 pm, in the boardroom for  
an opportunity to get together and knit,  

crochet or stitch.  
 

The knitting will be followed immediately  
(8:00 pm) by the fifth meeting of the  

Leaves of Faith Book Club which will  
be discussing Stoner, by  

John Williams  
All interested participants are requested to 

read the book in advance. Thank you  

 

Shabbat Youth Schedule  
 
10:15-11:15 3-5 year old group  
Classroom across from Room 105 Mia Yechezkel 
 
10:15-11:15 Pre-K-1st  grade group 
Room 105 with Miriam Leah Mincis  
 
10:15-11:15 2nd grade and up  
Room 108 with Dara Zaer  
 
No Youth Minyan this week. Will resume  
next week 
 
No Mommy and Me this week. Will resume 
next week 

Hakarat Ha-Tov Corner 
 

Hakarat Ha-tov this week goes to  
Lori Rosner, Abbe Rosner, Eva Gans,  

Judi Resnick, David and Susan Gordon and 
Herb Stern for all of their help with 

 the Annual Dinner.   
It was a huge success!!! 

Community Events 
 

Breakfast for Israel, Sunday, June 25  
9:45 am at the Jewish Center of Teaneck 

 
Supporting Yad Leah, Clothing for Israel's needy 
and American Friends of Magen David Adom.  

Guest Speaker, Ambassador Dani Dayan,  
Consul General of Israel 

Please RSVP at IsraelBreakfast.org 

This Shabbat Torah Readings  
 

Stone: Pg. 798 
Hertz: Pg.  623           

Happy Birthday 
 

Happy Birthday to Samuel Aksler,  
Leanore Gold and Robert Rabkin 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
Happy Anniversary to  

Martin and Ruth Kornheiser,  
Mark and Peppie Schlesinger, and  
Zalmen Mlotek and Debra Cohen 

The Holocaust in Metal and Stone  
 

An exhibit of Holocaust –themed monuments  
and sculpture by our member Milton Ohring, is 

taking place in the Samuel C. Williams Library of 
The Stevens Institute of Technology in Hoboken, 

NJ. These works were created to enable  
viewers to better remember 

 to never forget this genocide. 
The exhibit will run until July 1, 2017.   

Please contact Milton directly for  
more information. 



 

 

 
Davening Schedule—Week of June 18  to  

June 23 
 

   
Morning 

 
Evening 

Sun 18 
 

 
Shacharit  
8:30 AM  

 

Mincha/Maariv  
8:15 PM 

 

Mon 19 

 
Shacharit  
7:00 AM 

 

Mincha/Maariv  
8:15 PM 

 

Tues 20 

Shacharit 
7:15  AM 

 

Mincha/Maariv  
8:15 PM 

 

Wed 21 
Shacharit  
7:15 AM 

 

Mincha/Maariv  
8:15 PM 

 

Thurs 22 
Shacharit 
7:00  AM 

 

Mincha/Maariv  
8:15 PM 

Fri 23 
 

Shacharit  
7:15 AM 

 
 

Shabbat Korach Rosh Chodesh 

      
Candle 
Lighting 
 

8:14 PM  

Date Name 

24 Sivan Eugene Rosenfeld 

25 Sivan Joseph Gordon 

25 Sivan Celine Zalcman 

26 Sivan Rivka Rotmil 

26 Sivan Sally S. Citron 

26 Sivan Chaya Freema Roth 

26 Sivan Anna Hartoch 

27 Sivan Philip Wider 

27 Sivan Isaac Jacob Pomerantz 

28 Sivan Seymour Moses 

29 Sivan  Joseph Mlotek 

We recall with heartfelt affection the  
following individuals whose names 
are inscribed on the memorial tablets 
that adorn our Sanctuary, as well as in 
our hearts. Their yahrzeits/memorial  
anniversaries are being  
commemorated today and in the days 
of this coming week, 23 Sivan 5777. 

The JCT is a  
member congregation  of the  

Orthodox Union 

Rabbi Daniel Fridman  
Reb Yitz Cohen, Ritual Director 

Josh Levine, Baal Koreh 
Isaac Student, President 

 



 

 

The Sources of Courage
1 

 
By: Rabbi Daniel Fridman 

 
 Courage: mental or moral strength to venture, persevere, and withstand danger, fear, or difficulty

2
 

  
  According to the definition above, there is little doubt that Calev and Yehoshua demonstrated courage in venturing 
forth to the land of Israel, and persevering in their faith that God would deliver them from the fearsome warrior kingdoms 
of Canaan.  And yet, as we read this week’s sedra, we cannot help but wonder as to what, precisely, was the source of 
said courage.  Yehoshua and Calev were not, by any account

3
, the greatest of the spies, who were all properly  

described as men of significance, “the leaders of the Jewish people.”  What, then, differentiated Yehoshua and Calev? 
  
 In Yehoshua’s case, we may surmise that it was the closeness of his relationship with Moshe that stood him in 
good stead in the decisive hour.  As stated to in the Torah, it was Moshe who had originally given young Hoshea bin Nun 
of the tribe of Ephraim the name Yehoshua

4
, a non-verbal prayer that God would protect, bless, and keep his young 

protege from all harm
5
.  The very fact that the Torah reminds of this name change just before the spies venture forth

6 

may be interpreted as an allusion to the fact that it was the visage of his great mentor, Moshe, that fortified Yehoshua. 
  
 Calev’s case, however, remains far more elusive.  Calev had no special relationship with Moshe, over and above 
the ten wicked spies.  Calev, as a matter of fact, has not appeared in the Torah in any context before this fateful  
chapter.  From where, as the Psalmist would have asked, did he draw his strength?   
  
 Before answering this question, it should be noted that while both Yehoshua and Calev eventually publically resist 
the other ten spies, Calev does so prior to Yehoshua

7
, and is the only one of the spies, including Yehoshua, who is  

singled out for praise by the Almighty in the aftermath of this catastrophic incident
8
.  In plain terms, Calev surpassed  

Yehoshua in his capacity to challenge the defeatist spies
9
. 

  
 Our Sages were keenly aware of this point.  Responding to a grammatical inconsistency in the text which seems to 
indicate that only a single one of the spies went to the ancient city of Hebron

10
, our Sages argue that Calev actually went 

to pray at ma’arat ha-machpelah
11

, at the burial site of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs, to appeal to the Almighty for the  
fortitude to remain loyal to that very promise which the Almighty had made to those who laid resting in the cave’s 
soil

12
.  While one may be tempted to relate to this particular rabbinic interpretation as homiletical in nature, it is broadly 

supported in the text of the Chumash itself
13

, as well as in Sefer Yehoshua, in which Calev is awarded the city of  
Chevron as his portion in the land of Israel in accordance with a Divine promise to grant him that land where he tread

14
. 

  
 What emerges, in summation, from both the examples Yehoshua and Calev, is that the source of courage is less 
likely fealty to an abstract sense of justice, but a deep, visceral, and personal connection to someone whom one relates 
to as a paragon of courage, be it Moshe, or the Patriarchs and Matriarchs.  This approach is entirely consistent with the 
rabbinic view

15 
that Yosef was able to find the fortitude to resist the advances of Potiphar’s wife through this 

 internalization of his father Yaakov’s very image, and all it represented to him, with respect to integrity and standards. 
  
 In our own lives, we are indeed blessed if we are able to point to members of our families or mentors whose virtue 
enables us to discover sources of strength within ourselves of which we perhaps were not fully aware.  And, if we are 
not so blessed as to find these heroes or heroines in our own immediate environment, as both Yehoshua and Yosef did, 
we may follow the example of Calev, who reached back to the foundation of our people, to those singular individuals 
through whose courage our very nation was conceived. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
1. In memory of my  Zeide, Dr. Joel Dennis, Yosef Baruch b. Avraham Yitzchak, on the occasion of his first yahrzeit, whose personal  
example remains a profound source of strength for his family. 
2. https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/courage 
3. See Ramban BeMidbar 13:4, who states explicitly that there were two spies greater than Calev, and four greater than Yehoshua. 
4. BeMidbar 13:16. 
5. See Talmud Bavli, Sotah 34b, as well as Rashi, BeMidbar 13:16, who maintain that the addition of the letter ‘yud’ was made specially with the incident 
of the spies in mind.  See, however, Seforno and Netiz (ad loc.) whose understanding is that the change in name was made with more than merely the 
sin of the spies in mind.  Netziv, in particular, argues that the name change was made just in advance of Yehoshua’s battle with Amalek after the  
crossing of the Red Sea. 
6. See Rashbam ad loc.  It is striking that the very same verse which tells of Moshe sending forth the spies references Moshe’s previous  
alteration of Yehoahua’s name. 
7. BeMidbar 13:30. 
8. BeMidbar 14:24.  The appelation of the term ‘avdi’, my servant, to Calev, is highly significant, as it used but a handful of times in all of  
Tanach to describe a singularly faithful servant of God.  Yehoshua himself does not merit such a title until the end of his work, see Sefer  
Yehoshua 24:29. 
9. As a matter of fact, when the Almighty first notes that the entire generation would die in the desert, except Calev, there is every reason to believe that 
Yehoshua will be included in this group.  It is only further on in the text that Yehoshua merits survival and entry into the Land of Israel as well. 
10. See BeMidbar 13:22.   
11. Talmud Bavli, Sotah, 34b.  See Rashi BeMidbar 13:22.   
12. See Chizkuni, ibid, who argues that Calev went to Chevron to pray specifically because he did not have the same relationship with Moshe which  
Yehoshua enjoyed. 
13. In this connection, it is certainly noteworthy that Rashbam, a textual literalist, gives special accord to this rabbinic interpretation, noting,  הגדה נראית
 In fairness, Rashbam, true to form, does note that the literal meaning of the text supports a view that each of the spies came to .פשט שעל כלב דבר הכתוב
Chevron.  Nonetheless, the other great literalist, Ibn Ezra, cites only the rabbinic view that Calev alone went to Chevron.  See Netziv’s Ha-Emek Davar 
for a fascinating and original interpretation of this verse. 
14. See BeMidbar 14:24 and Yehoshua 14:12-15. 
15. Talmud Bavli, Sotah, 36b. 


