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April 15, 2021 
 

Dear Members, 
 
Chag Atzmaut Sameach! 
 
It is with great pride and tremendous excitement for our future, that I announce that Rabbi 
Elliot Schrier has been elected as the next Mara D’atra of Congregation Bnai Yeshurun. 

Mazal Tov Rabbi and Rena Schrier! 

To be sure, a decision as monumental as this does not come easy, and requires buy-in 
from an informed, passionate and vested membership. With the great fortune of our 
having seen three outstanding candidates, it is no surprise that over 77% of our members 
cast their ballots, demonstrating that the collective voice of Bnai Yeshurun has been 
heard. 

If I could echo one sentiment I have been hearing from our members over the past 
several days, it is that there can be no bad outcome to this election, as any of our finalists 
would have been an outstanding Mara D’atra for our kehilla.  

In that vein, I would like to express my sincere hakaras hatov to Rabbi Zev Goldberg and 
to Rabbi Yoni Golker for their participation in this process, and to further express my deep 
admiration for who they are as rabbanim, leaders and individuals. Having worked on this 
search for the better part of 18 months, and having spoken to dozens of candidates, I 
know first-hand that Rabbi Goldberg and Rabbi Golker are two of the finest rabbanim 
Modern Orthodoxy has to offer. I know you all join me in thanking them (and Michal and 
Dina) for their participation and for offering each of us the opportunity to get to know them, 
and to wish them much hatzlacha in their future endeavors. Klal Yisrael is exceptionally 
fortunate to have them in its midst as leaders.  

We embark on this chapter with excitement. The warmth, passion and dedication to 
Yiddishkeit, Torah and the Jewish people that Rabbi and Rena Schrier conveyed 
throughout the search process and during their Probah Shabbat are exactly the 
characteristics needed to lead CBY to even greater heights. We look forward to partnering 
with you in ensuring that Bnai Yeshurun continues as an inspirational makom of tefilah, 
talmud torah and communal leadership, and under your leadership, grows m’chayil 
l’chayil.  

I want to personally thank every one of our members for your passionate involvement in 
this seemingly endless process, and the eagerness with which you participated. Inviting 
Rabbi and Rena Schrier to assume the vital roles performed by Rabbi and Karen 
Pruzansky for 26 years is an enormous step in the right direction, but their success 
depends on our willingness to welcome them and help them on their journey. And so I 
trust that each and every one of us will warmly welcome Rabbi and Rena Schrier, 
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embrace them as our new Torah, spiritual and pastoral leaders, and offer them the 
support and assistance they will undoubtedly need upon their arrival and throughout their 
journey.  

Bnai Yeshurun is at a crossroads in its illustrious history, but with your involvement, and 
with the addition of Rabbi and Rena Schrier to the helm of a rabbinic team that so 
fortunately already has in its midst Rabbi Ari and Michal Zahtz and Rabbi Yosef and Aviva 
Weinberger, I am supremely confident that we will enjoy even greater success in our 
mikdash me’at, until the time of our ultimate geulah, where we can all gather together in 
Eretz Yisrael with the binyan Beis HaMikdash, b’mheira b’yameinu.  

Again, Chag Atzmaut Sameach and mazal tov to Rabbi and Rena Schrier!  

Steven Becker, President 


