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Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
Weekly Shabbat Announcements 

January 6-13, 2023 תשפ"ג  טבת כ'-י"ג  

Shabbat Vayechi חיוי שבת  

Professor Dauber to Examine Secrecy of the Kabbalists 
Ask someone to define or describe 
Kabbalah and the first sentence of their 
response will almost surely include the 
word “mystical.” The best-known 
characteristic of this body of work seems 
to be that it is to be shrouded, hidden, not 
for the masses. Most of us, even those with 
an extensive yeshiva education, have not 
studied Kabbalah. For us it remains an 
esoteric and secretive theosophy. 
What is not a secret is that Dr. Jonathan 
Dauber, Associate Professor of Jewish 
Mysticism Education at Yeshiva 
University, is a perennial student favorite 
with a reputation for being able to make 
Kabbalistic teachings accessible to a 
modern audience. Professor Dauber, 
Director of Ph.D. Programs at YU’s 
Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish 
Studies, will visit Bnai Yeshurun this 
Sunday, January 8th. Speaking at 8:15 pm 
in our Social Hall, his fascinating topic will 

be Kabbalah and Secrecy: How do 
Kabbalists Keep Secrets and Why? 
 

Professor Jonathan Dauber holds a BA in 
Near Eastern and Judaic studies and 
history of ideas from Brandeis University 
and a PhD in Jewish mysticism from New 
York University. His areas of 
specialization are the various historical 
stages of Kabbalah as well as Eastern 
European Hasidism. Research interests 
include the emergence of Kabbalah as a 
literary tradition, the interplay of 
Kabbalah and Jewish philosophy, Jewish 
Messianism, and Jewish esotericism. He 
teaches courses covering the full range of 
the Jewish mystical tradition from late 
antiquity to the modern period at the 
Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish 
Studies. He is author of Knowledge of G-d 
and the Development of Early 
Kabbalah (Brill, 2012) and Secrecy and 
Esoteric Writing in Kabbalistic Literature 

(University of Pennsylvania Press, 2022) 
and is currently working on Sefer ha-
Bahir: Translation and Commentary, to 
be published by Stanford University Press. 
 

Sunday’s program has been arranged by 
our Adult Education Committee, co-
chaired by Rabbi Yoseph Siev and Aviva 
Edelstein. Aviva, a former student of 
Professor Dauber, stresses that arcane 
subjects like Kabbalah can remain 
inscrutable without a proper guide. “"Dr. 
Dauber elucidates Kabbalistic texts in a 
clear and understandable way that enables 
'secrets' to become discernible wisdom." 
Aviva also credits Dr. Dauber with helping 
her apply Kabbalistic healing texts to 
formulate her own innovative approaches 
to her work in education. 
Sunday evening, 8:15 pm. Don’t miss the 
opportunity!

 

 
 

 
 
 

This week’s bulletin is sponsored by Ruthy & Joey Bodner  
in celebration of the birth of their first grandchild, a son to Ahava & Neil Bodner. 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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Shabbat Times זמני שבת 

 Carrying the Blessing Forward 
Message from Rabbi Zahtz 

Candle Lighting 4:23 pm  הדלקת נרות 

ת 
ב

ש
ב 

ער
 

 When blessing Yosef, the פסוק mentions, 
 Yaakov seems to .ברכות אביך גברו על ברכת הרי
be saying to Yosef, the blessings of your father 
surpassed the blessings of my own parents 
and I wish the same for you. However, 
דאבוך  , renders the phrase אונקלוס  ברכתא 

אבהתי בריכו  דילי  ברכתא  על   the יתוספון 
blessings of your father shall be added onto the blessings that my 
parents blessed me. 

According to the basic reading, Yaakov is merely saying that 
the ברכות in my life surpassed my father’s. It’s a statement of fact 
and a hope that so many have for their children, that the child 
will achieve greatness beyond the parent. אונקלוס though is 
interpreting from a different angle, and explains that Yaakov is 
telling Yosef, the ברכה I am giving you will be yours in addition 
to the ברכות that my fathers gave me-all of these ברכות will be 
passed on to you. 

What is the depth of this message? 
Rav Shlomo Wolbe suggests a beautiful idea drawn from a 

different episode earlier in  בראשית. 
Back in פרשת בראשית there’s a fascinating exchange between 

Hashem and Kayin. If you recall, both Kayin and Hevel offer 
 is accepted. Kayin was קרבן to Hashem and only Hevel’s קרבנות
rejected and angry.פניך נפלו  ולמה  לך  חרה  למה  קין  אל  ה׳   .ויאמר 
Hashem says to Kayin, “Why are you so upset and dejected”?  

What was Hashem’s question to Kayin- why are you annoyed? 
Was Kayin not justified being upset that G-d Himself had 
rejected his offering and only accepted that of his younger 
brother?! 

What profound message is Hashem relating to Kayin? 
The  אור החיים הקדוש explains beautifully. Hashem was telling 

Kayin, your perspective is wrong, don’t be so superficial and look 
outwards towards your brother to find satisfaction and approval. 
Do not think I rejected your קרבן because I’m only interested in 
your brother; look deeper inside yourself. 

בחינת הטוב כל מעשיך שורה עליהם בחינת הטוב ומעצמן אם תהיה מ

 הם מתנשאים כי הקדושה אינה צריכה לאחרים 
If you do what is right, it will become exalted because it’s right. 

Attaining holiness does not require looking for approval outside 
yourself. There’s no outside approval necessary when one makes 
sure he or she is acting properly. 

Kayin, your קרבן was rejected because of an imperfection in 
your קרבן, not because you were rejected. So, Hashem continues, 
if your actions are good, then your actions and your spirit will 
both be elevated. 

So often we tend to look outward for approval. What will the 
neighbors think? What will my friends think about me if I do (or 
don’t do) this? And we begin to live relative lives of superficiality 
driven by others’ expectations or what we are seeing online or in 
social media.  

Meaning and success in life come from looking inside 
ourselves. 
So, Yaakov tells Yosef. You are successful. You are part of a 
broader society and yet a צדיק, I’m so proud of you.  But don’t 
forget that true success in life will come from looking inside 
yourself, not outside for approval.         Continued on page 3 

Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat – 
New Main 4:30 pm  מנחה וקבלת שבת 

 

Sephardic Mincha &  
Kabbalat Shabbat 4:30 pm  מנין עדות מזרח 

 

Tzeit Maariv Minyan-BM 5:29 pm  מעריב בצאת  

Teen Gemara Shiur w/Zev 
Halstuch – Beis Medrash 7:30 pm  שעור בגמרא 

 

Latest Shema 9:40 am  סוף זמן ק"ש 

קר 
ב

ב
ת 

ב
ש

 

 

Hashkama–New Main  7:00 am  השכמה  

Sefard–Beis Medrash 8:30 am  נוסח  ספרד  

Sephardic Shacharit  8:45 am  מנין עדות מזרח  

Ashkenaz–New Main 9:00 am  נוסח  אשכנז  

Teen Minyan-1/3 Social Hall 9:00 am   מנין נוער  

Ashkenaz-Old Main 9:15 am  נוסח  אשכנז  

Jr. Congregation-SH Stage 9:15 am    לכתות ה' וו'מנין    

Youth Groups Nursery-4th grade at 9:15 am in the  
Youth Classrooms & Nursery Wing 

 

Mommy & Me - 2/3 Social Hall 10:00 am  ואני אמא   

Daf Yomi following Hashkama minyan - 2/3 Social Hall  

Minchas Chinuch-George Silfen 
after Nusach Sefard minyan 

10:30 am   שעור מנחת חינוך  

Mincha - New Main 12:45 pm  מנחה   

Mincha - New Main 1:45 pm  מנחה 

ם 
הרי

בצ
ת 

ב
ש

 

 

Sephardic Mincha 4:00 pm  מנין עדות מזרח  

Mincha-New Main 4:20 pm  מנחה  

Rabbi Schrier’s shiur “ When To (Not) Correct The 
Baal Keriah” in the New Main Shul following zman 

mincha 

 

Maariv & Shabbat Ends -NM  5:29 pm  מעריב  

Manny Freed z”l Parent Child 
Learning – BM 6:15 pm  הורים וילדים 

  

Next Shabbat: 
Candle lighting  
 

Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat 

4:30 pm 
 

4:35 pm 

 הדלקת נרות 
 

 מנחה וקבלת שבת 

 

 

We recognize that at times it is challenging to find 
parking near shul. We ask everyone coming to CBY to be 
cognizant of where you are parking; obey all parking 
regulations and be courteous of the shul's neighbors 
and never block their driveways.  
 

Additionally, please remember to wear reflective 
materials and walk on the correct side of the street 
when walking to and from shul when it is dark. 
 

 
 

Reminder: There are often times when 
additional men are needed to make a minyan in 
a local shiva house. If you are able to be part of 
a group of volunteers who may be called upon 
with short notice, please join the WhatsApp 
group at HERE or by scanning QR code at right. 
Thank you and tizku l'mitzvot! 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DeuzK20n4JO8xH7zGUju6L
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Mazal Tov  מזל טוב 

 Alyssa & Baruch Colton on the bat mitzvah of their daughter, 
Pepa.  
 Elana & Jonathan Silber and Lillian & William Silber on the 

birth of a grandson and great-grandson, a son to Sarah & Jacob 
Silber. 
 Susan & Alan Heideman and Yossi & Debra Zelig on the bar 

mitzvah of their son, Reuven. 
 Lisa & Shmuel Mozorosky on the upcoming marriage of their 

son, Reuven, to Miriam Caytak of Ottowa, Canada. 
 Julie & David Papier on the birth of a granddaughter, Michaela 

Prie, to Daniella & Duvi Grumet. 
 Tammy & Benjie Silverberg on the engagement of their 

grandson, Gavriel, son of Brigitte & R’ David Silverberg, to Oriyah 
Mishan of Jerusalem, and on the birth of a great-granddaughter, 
Chaya Bracha, to Blumie & Pesach Yehuda Diner in Lakewood. 
 Rivi & Avi Katz on the birth of a grandson, a son to Tamar & Dovid 

Halpern of Philadelphia, PA. 
 Sari Friedbauer & Murray Leben on the birth of a 

granddaughter, a daughter to Aviva & Leor Leben.  
CBY Notes   

 We are pleased to inform you that the membership has approved 
the shul entering into a new five-year contract with Rabbi Zahtz as 
our Associate Rabbi effective September 2023. We thank the 
overwhelming number of our members who took the time to vote 
on this vital issue, and we look forward to continuing to benefit from 
the warmth and guidance that Rabbi and Michal Zahtz have 
bestowed upon our shul and the community these past many years. 
 Sunday, January 8th at 8:15 pm the Adult Ed Committee presents 

Dr. Jonathan Dauber, “Kabbbalah & Secrecy…”. See page 1.  
 Join Rabbi Zahtz on January 11th for a Florida Lunch & Learn. Sign 

up at www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events. 
 
 

Beis Medrash Committee 

 Manny Freed z”l Parent Child Learning takes place on Motzei 
Shabbat at 6:15 pm. Children, parents, & grandparents are invited 
to join for Torah learning, prizes, pizza & snacks! Middle school girls 
learning with Leora Orenshein and middle school boys weekly 
Chaburah in the Old Main Shul. To sponsor visit 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/pcl. This week is sponsored 
anonymously in honor of the indefatiguable Henry 
Orlinsky. Thank you! 
 Mishna Yomit is learning Masechet Shabbat. 

David Frohlich z”l Youth Department 

 Teen Minyan Kiddush sponsored this week by Savta & Zaidie 
Forgash.  
 Join CBY's Junior Congregation for Cake Wars on Motzei Shabbat 

January 28th at CBY. Cost $5. Register at 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth. Open to all 5th & 6th graders. 

Meet Our Members 
Welcome to new members Shifra & Uri Herzberg! 
What are your children's names? Anna (9), Talia (7) and Maya 
(2 months) 
Where do your kids go to school? Yavneh 
Where did you move from? We moved to Teaneck from 
Riverdale about 6 years ago 
What motivated you to join CBY? Great youth groups 

Carrying the Blessings Forward 
continued from page 2 

You have the tools of my ברכה, and that of Yitzchak and 
Avraham- that’s the measure you’ll need to infuse your life with 
 but ,ברכות and satisfaction. It’s not about surpassing their קדושה
about harnessing them to know you have what it takes within 
yourself to succeed and to use your unique כוחות to achieve 
greatness. 
Some of the most meaningful moments of our lives come when 
we pause and deeply reflect not on what others are doing or want 
us to do, but how we uniquely can serve and come closer to 
Hashem. 
I was privileged on מוצאי שבת to spend time with a group of our 
young men learning in ארץ ישראל for the year. (We tried for the 
young women as well, but alas, there were too many conflicts,) I 
was so inspired by their introspection. They are engaged deeply 
in Torah and are working hard to develop themselves and achieve 
their potential. Hashem should give all of them and all of us the 
ability to honestly introspect, ignore outside distractions and 
grow in our connection to Hashem! 

 

Pizza, Torah, & Camaraderie in Jerusalem 
On Saturday night, December 31, CBY talmidim and talmidot 
learning in Israel were invited to enjoy a Motzei Shabbat get- 
together with Rabbi and Michal Zahtz (who were in Jerusalem 
celebrating a family simcha). The event was a resounding success, 
although due to a series of unforeseen circumstances it did not 
unfold as originally planned. 
Initially, the Zahtzes received an enthusiastic response to their 
invitation from both girls and boys. But due to a series of conflicts 
with the women’s schedules it wasn’t feasible to meet with the 
young women. Additionally, the pizza parlor where the event was 
supposed to take place moved to a new location. 

 
When life gives you lemons, make lemonade! Instead of meeting 
in the restaurant, Rabbi Zahtz and the boys relocated to the 
Zahtz’s apartment. The new setting allowed for an uninterrupted 
evening of Divrei Torah, singing, and good food. Perhaps most 
important, it was an opportunity for the young men, who attend 
Yeshivot in various locations, to catch up with each other. So 
much fun was had by all that they stayed until about 11:00 pm. 
While the young women missed out on a meaningful get together, 
they appreciated the idea of the event and hearing from Rabbi 
Zahtz. And what better excuse (as if one is needed) for another 
trip to Israel - a special event for the talmidot! 
  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
file://cby-dc1/Shared/Public/Bulletin/Weekly/2022/www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/pcl
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth
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 .should be repeated after 5:45 pm קריאת שמע#
^The CBY Internet Minyan can be accessed by clicking HERE. It is sponsored by Bibi, Dov, Kelly, Liz & Abby Pavel in memory of 
Bibi's mother Miriam bat Betzalel Yehuda. Minyanim scheduled in the Beis Medrash, as listed above, will be broadcast.  

  

Weekly Davening Schedule 

 

Sun. Jan. 8 Mon. Jan. 9 Tues. Jan. 10 Wed. Jan. 11 Thu. Jan. 12 Fri. Jan. 13  

טבת ט"ו  

 

טבת "ז ט  
  

טבת י"ז   
 

   טבת חי"

 

טבת  טי"  

 

טבת  כ'   

ע"ה   נדרים דף היומי  ע"ו   נדרים  "ז ע  נדרים  ח ע"  נדרים  ט ע"  נדרים  פ' נדרים      
   

Shacharit (Sephardic) 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am  

Shacharit-Old Main        

Shacharit-New Main  6:10 am 6:15 am 6:15 am 6:09 am 6:15 am 

ת
חרי

ש
 

Shacharit-Beis Medrash^ 6:25 am 6:20 am 6:30 am 6:30 am 6:20 am 6:30 am 
Shacharit-New Main 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 
Shacharit-Beis Medrash^ 
Deliberately Paced Minyan 

8:00 am (Ogden 
Lower Level) 

7:15 am 7:15 am 7:15 am 7:15 am 7:15 am 

Shacharit-Old Main 7:30 am 7:20 am 7:30 am 7:30 am 7:20 am 7:30 am 
Shacharit–New Main  8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 
Shacharit-Old Main 8:30 am      
Shacharit-New Main 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 
Shacharit-Old Main 9:15 am       
       

 

Mincha only – Beis Medrash^ 12:45 pm 12:45 & 1:45 pm 12:45 & 1:45 pm 12:45 & 1:45 pm 12:45 & 1:45 pm 1:45 pm 

ב 
ערי

מ
ה/

ח
מנ

 

Mincha only – Old Main 1:45 pm       

Zman Mincha-New Main# 4:35 pm 4:35 pm 4:35 pm 4:35 pm 4:35 pm  

Maariv only- Beis Medrash^ 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm  

Maariv only – Old Main 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm  
Maariv only – Old Main 8:00 pm 8:00 pm 8:00 pm 8:00 pm 8:00 pm  
Maariv only – Old Main 9:00 pm  9:00 pm  9:00 pm  9:00 pm  9:00 pm   
Maariv only – Beis Medrash^ 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm  
Maariv only – Beis Medrash^ 11:00 pm 11:00 pm 11:00 pm 11:00 pm 11:00 pm  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html
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WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES JANUARY 8-13, 2023 
Sunday at 7:00 am,  
M-F at 5:30 am 

Daf Yomi with rotating magidei shiur 
 

Beis Medrash and live weekdays at: 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html 
Recordings available at link for 1-week post-shiur 

Sunday–Thursday at 8:15 pm Mishna B'rurah Chavurah 
 with Ari Wartelsky 

Beis Medrash and at: 
https://zoom.us/j/611771378 Password: cby 

Sunday 9:30-10:00 am Gemara shiur w/ R’ Frank Breslau &  
Dr. Joseph Bench 

https://zoom.us/j/98188165600 
Passcode cby 

Monday – Friday at 6:20 am 
 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker with 
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

1/3 Social Hall and at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

*Wednesday at 9:15 pm  Gemara B’Iyun Masechet Gittin with 
Rabbi Elliot Schrier 

Back of the Beis Medrash 

Tuesday at 8:15 pm on hiatus Practical Principles of Yoreh Deah with 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

 

Tuesday at 8:30 pm on hiatus Parsha shiur with  
Rav Meir Goldwicht  

  

Wednesday at 1:30 pm  Senior Lunch & Learn with  
Rabbi Michael Taubes 

1/3 Social Hall and at https://yeshiva-
university.zoom.us/j/93287566078 Password: YSH  

Wednesday at 7:45 pm  Mesilat Yesharim with Rabbi Elliot 
Schrier 

Old Main Shul 

Wednesday at 8:15 pm Halacha Shiur with Rabbi Zvi 
Sobolofsky 

Old Main Shul and on Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Wednesday at 8:15 pm Chassidus with Rabbi Yehoshua 
Szafranski 

Back of the Beis Medrash 

Thursday at 9:15-9:45 am  Women’s shiur on Melachim Aleph  
with Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

On Zoom at: https://zoom.us/j/98497375550 
Passcode: cby 

Thursday at 8:15 pm on hiatus Parsha Methodology  
with Rabbi Yosef Weinberger 

 

Thursday at 9:35 pm Parsha & Halacha with  
Rabbi Michael Taubes 

Triple Classroom and at https://yeshiva-
university.zoom.us/j/93287566078 Password: YSH 

Friday at 8:30 am  Minchas Chinuch with Eli Weber https://zoom.us/j/156897284 Password: cby 

 

Shiurim from Rabbi Elliot Schrier  Sign up Here or use the QR code  

Chizzuk with Rabbi Ari Zahtz Sign up Here 
Myth-busters in Halacha with Rabbi 
Yosef Weinberger 

Sign up Here 

Inyanei D'Yoma from  
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky 

Sign up Here 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html
https://zoom.us/j/611771378
https://zoom.us/j/98188165600
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://zoom.us/j/98497375550
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://zoom.us/j/156897284
https://chat.whatsapp.com/D2bcyhdDSlsEawQ2qFfrNV
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HtinFM0NV7ZCc26xYcwp60
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DZcE20lEnUG9wv72DPDXk9
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LrZXh9PmICUKuLYBK5f0z4
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The shiur will take place on Wednesday night, 1/11 at 9:15 pm 

 

 

 

  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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There is, obviously, nothing humorous in 
the recently  reported rise in antisemitic 
incidents, here and abroad. We need to be 
vigilant and strong in our condemnation. At 
the same time, suggested Rabbi Shay 
Schachter in his shiur at Bnai Yeshurun this 
past Sunday morning, we can utilize these 
troubling events in a positive way- to revisit 
the role of the Jewish people and its 
relationship with the rest of mankind. The 
well-attended and well-received talk was 
the most recent in a series of Legal Holiday 
shiurim arranged by our Beis Medrash 
Program.  
In his introductory remarks, Rabbi Schrier 
noted that, as Jews living in a foreign 
culture, we need constantly to reenforce our 
commitment to Torah. Regardless how we 
plan to spend the holiday weekend with 
family and friends, the Legal Holiday 
shiurim present an opportunity to start the 
holiday in Talmud Torah and to focus on 
our roots. The Rabbi also thanked the 
Kaszovitz,  Orlinsky, and Saks families for 
sponsoring the event.  
In his lecture, Faces of Antisemitism and 

Our Complicated Relationship with 
HaShem, Rabbi Schachter explained that 
trying to understand how the world 
perceives Jews, gives us the opportunity 
and motivation to examine how we perceive 
our relationship with the rest of humankind 
and with G-d.  

Our mission is to be (Exodus 19:6) a   ממלכת

 a holy people, a kingdom of ,כהנים וגוי קדוש
priests. Rabbi Schachter explained that our 
priestly service is a charge to be a bridge for 
mankind, a bridge between the mundane 
and the spiritual.  We are told to be (Isaiah 
49:6) an אור לגויים, a light unto the nations. 
That does not mean we are to teach the 
world to observe Shabbat or light Chanukah 
candles. Rather, we must demonstrate and 
teach our Jewish values –  belief in 
HaShem, the pursuit of justice, the practice 
of charity. etc.  
Antisemitism is ever-changing. Rabbi 
Schachter quoted Rabbi Lord Sacks who 
wrote: “Antisemitism is not a unitary 
phenomenon, a coherent belief or ideology. 
Jews have been hated because they were 
rich and because they were poor; because 
they were capitalists and because they were 
communists; because they believed in 
tradition and because they were rootless 
cosmopolitans; because they kept to 
themselves and because they penetrated 
everywhere. Antisemitism is not a belief but 
a virus. The human body has an immensely 
sophisticated immune system which 
develops defenses against viruses. It is 
penetrated, however, because viruses 
mutate. Antisemitism mutates.” 
Rabbi Schachter analyzed the enigmatic 
observation (Psalms 116:11)  כזב האדם   - כל 
All men are liars. Perhaps we can 
understand כזב to mean conflicted, 
bifurcated, pulled in different directions. 
The Rav analyzed a Midrash that examines 
the Biblical statement (Genesis 2:7) that 
man was created from העפר, from “the 
dust.” One midrashic opinion is that the 
dust was holy dust from the place where the 
Temple was destined to be built; another 
opinion is that the reference is to dust 
collected from the four corners of the earth. 
The Rav suggested that these views are not 
contradictory; they are complimentary. The 

Jews are holy, a nation set apart from the 
other nations of the world.  But they are also 
cosmopolitan, a universal people intended 
to interact with and set an example for the 
rest of the world. 
In closing, Rabbi Schachter noted that on 
Chanukah we thank HaShem for not only 
the miracles and the deliverance but also for 
the מלחמות  , for the wars, for the battles. 
Would we not have been better without the 
wars? The Ponevezher Rav explained that 
we are thankful for the ability to stand up for 
what we believe in.  We can’t be destroyed 
as long as we maintain our special 
relationship with HaShem. He would never 
let that happen. We are the poster children 
for a spiritual life. We are blessed to be 
different and we must use attacks on us to 
strengthen our resolve to remain different 
and fulfil our special mission. 
Rabbi Shay Schachter is no stranger to Bnai 
Yeshurun, having given several Legal 
Holiday shiurim in recent years. Rosh Beis 
Midrash of the Young Israel of Woodmere, 
Rabbi Schachter oversees its extensive adult 
educational programs. He is also the 
rabbinic and halachic advisor for the 
Orthodox Union’s Yachad organization 
focused on individuals with disabilities in 
the Orthodox community. Rabbi Schachter 
has served as the rabbi of Camp Simcha, an 
overnight camp for children and teens in 
treatment for cancer and other blood 
disorders. He previously was the assistant 
rabbi at Congregation Kneseth Israel  in Far 
Rockaway. 
Holding rabbinic ordination from Yeshiva 
University’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary (RIETS), Rabbi 
Schachter has an additional ordination 
from Rabbi Asher Weiss of Jerusalem and a 
master’s degree in Jewish education and 
administration from the Azrieli Graduate 
School of Jewish Education and 
Administration.  

The Rise in Antisemitism: What’s in it for Us? 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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Parshat Vayechi in “Hashtag” Form 

• Yaakov lived in Goshen for 17 years. When he realized that his death was imminent, he brought Yosef before him, and made 
Yosef promise to bury him in Eretz Canaan, #AfterLifeGoals.  

• Shortly after, Yaakov became sick, and Yosef brought his two sons to visit him, #Oy #BikkurCholim. Yaakov told Yosef 
that Yosef’s sons, Efraim and Menashe, would be considered to be his own children, and would thus be counted as part of 
the #illustrious shevatim, #CalledUpFromTheMinors.  Then we hear about the famous blessing #switcharoo, when 
Yaakov crossed his hands in order to place his right hand on the younger one, Efraim, while placing his left hand on the 
bechor, Menashe,#HamalachHaGoel #MultiplyLikeFish. 

• Yosef was #confuzled, Yaakov reassured him saying that Efraim, the younger one, would have some solid #Progeny, 
#YehoshuaBinNun. Yaakov then blessed them saying that future generations will bless others saying “yisimcha Elokim 
k’Efraim v’KiMenashe,” #TGIF #ShabbosVibezzz. 

• Yaakov then summoned the rest of his #kinderlach and blessed each of them, #individually, #ChildrenASSEMBLE. 
Afterwards, he told them that he really, really, REALLY, wanted to be buried in Eretz Canaan, #RepetitionYall. Yaakov 
passed away at 147. All of the #ChashuvEgyptians went up to Eretz Canaan to pay their respects to Yaakov. Yosef calmed 
his brothers down and told them that even after their father died, he didn’t plan on taking revenge, #QualmsAlleviated. 

• Before Yosef died, he told his brothers that HaShem would eventually bring the #Yidden back to Eretz Canaan, 
#MatzahTime. He then begged them to take him up with them when they would eventually return. 
#HaYamRaahVaYanos #ComeBack #AnyDayNow #IsHeHereYet?  

 
 

 

A Mini-Vort from the Szafranski Table to Yours! 

PSA: We received some 
feedback from various, 
chashuva, members of our 
Virtual Youth Wing, that they 
missed the “chassidishe” 
vortlech from our table. We 
sincerely apologize for the 
inconvenience and hope that 
this vort suffices :)  

“!!! ָך חּוָצהָיפּוצּו ַמְעְיֹנֶתי ” 

ּ֣יֹום ַההּו֮א ֵלאמֹו֒ר…   ם ּבַ ְרֵכ֜  "ַוְיָב֨
And Yaakov blessed them 

bayom hahu/on that day…” (48:20) 
 Reb Moshe Leib of Sassov taught, al derech chassidus, that 
Yaakov blessed Efraim and Menasheh that they only desire and 
pray for what was necessary “ ַההּו֮א ּ֣יֹום   on that day,” and not/ּבַ
worry too much about the future. Too often we find ourselves 
worrying about things that are out of our control. What will this 
accomplish? To quote the Peleh Yoetz: 

 "העבר אין, העתיד עדין, דאגה מנין, קום שתה יין… 
The past is no more, the future has yet to come. So where does 
worry come from? Get up and make a l’chaim!” 

. 
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Tuesday, January 10 at 11:00 am: The Shul Rebound 
Post-Covid SPIRIT presents an interview with Rabbi Adir Posy, 
National Director, OU Synagogue Initiatives and Associate Rabbi, 
Beth Jacob Congregation, Beverly Hills, CA and Rebbetzin Judi 
Steinig, SPIRIT Coordinator, Host & Senior Director, OU 
Department of Community Projects & Partnerships. This program 
is pre-recorded--please complete the form below and you will 
receive a link prior to January 10th to view the program on-demand 
at your convenience. There will be no live program on January 
10th. CLICK HERE to receive the recording.  

Contact Us 
Rabbi Elliot Schrier, Rabbi 

rabbischrier@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz, Associate Rabbi 

rabbizahtz@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Yosef Weinberger, Assistant Rabbi 

rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Yehoshua Szafranski, Rabbinic Staff 

rabbiszafranski@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky, Rabbi Emeritus  
Elysia Stein, Executive Director office@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rivka & Yehoshua Szafranski, Youth Directors 

youth@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Executive Committee executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Robbie Scharf, President president@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Ronnie Stern, First Vice President 
Chaim Kiss, Second Vice President 
Sari Sheinfeld, Third Vice President 
Paul Rolnick, Treasurer 
Doron Katz, Assistant Treasurer 
Jennifer Prince, Secretary 
Avram Holzer, Gabbai Rishon gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://links.mkt3536.com/ctt?ms=MzQ3Mjc0NzYS1&kn=11&r=MTk3MDI2MTQ2NDU3S0&b=0&j=MjM0MzE1MjY4MQS2&mt=1&rt=0
https://links.mkt3536.com/ctt?ms=MzQ3Mjc0NzYS1&kn=21&r=MTk3MDI2MTQ2NDU3S0&b=0&j=MjM0MzE1MjY4MQS2&mt=1&rt=0
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mailto:rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:rabbiszafranski@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:office@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:president@bnaiyeshurun.org
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Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
Community Announcements 

January 6-13, 2023 כ' טבת תשפ"ג -י"ג  

Shabbat Vayechi שבת ויחי 

 Jewish Home Presents Monthly Support Group for Loved 
Ones of Those Living With Alzheimer’s & Dementia The 
Jewish Home Family is offering members of the community 
with loved ones living with dementia a monthly support 
group at the Jewish Home at Rockleigh. Future meetings on 
January 10, February 7, March 14, April 18, May 23 & June 
20. Contact Sunni Herman at 
sherman@jewishhomefamily.org. 
 JEMA, the Jewish Educational Mentoring Alliance, is 

looking for tutoring volunteers, especially in the areas of 
reading & Judaic Studies. Tutoring is primarily done after 
school either in person or via Zoom. For information, 
contact Robyn Adams, JEMA liaison at 
robyn.adams@yavnehacademy.org or 201-262-8494. 
 The Beit Midrash of Teaneck, located at JCT/Heichal 

HaTorah, 70 Sterling Place, welcomes both men & women, 
to our weekly Tuesday shiurim on Parsha & Jewish History. 
This week’s Parsha shiur (10:30-11:30am) will be delivered 
by Rabbi Michael Taubes of Zichron Mordechai. The 
Jewish History shiur (11:45-12:45) will feature Dr. Ari 
Mermelstein, associate professor of Bible and Second 
Temple Literature at Yeshiva University, who will give a 
shiur entitled, “Ancient Responses to the Destruction of the 
Second Temple”. All men who wish to participate in BMT's 
Monday & Wednesday programming may send an email to 
BMTeaneck@gmail.com for further information. R’ Angel’s 
Nach shiur - M/W @ 12:00 - is now open to women as well. 
 The Yavneh Academy 80th Annual Dinner will be held on 

Motzei Shabbat, January 7th. Guests of Honor are Robbie 
and Adam Fried; Faculty Award Recipient is Laya Levine. 
For information, please visit www.yavnehdinner.com 
 The women of Teaneck South invite you to meet Rivka Alter 

on Sunday, January 8 at 8pm at the home of Katie Katz 138 
Vandelinda Ave, Teaneck. Rivka will be giving a shiur on 
Immersion without Intent- Does it Count? 
 The Friends of Sderot will be having a Benefit Concert 

Reception featuring Eitan Katz. It will take place on Monday 
January 9th at 7:00pm at Keter Torah. Please come support 
Eretz Yisrael and Torah in the heroic city of Sderot. For info 
contact Buzzy Green 201-675-4717 or 
mbuzzygreen@gmail.com. 
 The community is invited to a special event on Thursday, 

January 26, at Carnegie Hall in New York City. “We Are 
Here: Songs From The Holocaust” is a concert featuring 
songs written in the ghettos & concentration camps. This 
concert serves to honor the memory of those murdered 
during the Shoah & pay tribute to the artists who, in the 
worst of times, continued to create. The concert will feature 
Broadway stars, pop artists, renowned cantors, & NYC 
student choir. Proceeds will go to The Museum of Jewish 
Heritage. Contact Maddie Burton at 
wearehereconcert@gmail.com. 

 

 
CBY is a participating shul in this very 

important program: 
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