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Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
Weekly Shabbat Announcements 

December 16-23, 2022 תשפ"ג  כסלו כ"ט-כ"ב  

Shabbat Vayeishev 
Mevarchim HaChodesh 

בשוי שבת  

 מברכים החודש 

     Is CBY’s Sephardic Minyan Our Synagogue’s Best Kept Secret? 
Ask any Bnai Yeshurun member where to 
find the Sephardic minyan and you’ll 
probably be directed to the Sefard minyan in 
our Beis Midrash. Yes, we have an 
Ashkenazi minyan that davens according to 
Nusach Sefard. But many CBY members 
don’t realize we also have true Sephardic 
minyanim every day of the year, including 
throughout Shabbat and the chagim. 
Members of CBY’s Sephardic minyan, their 
parents, and grandparents, come from a 
wide range of Jewish communities 
worldwide. Some left France in recent years 
as anti-Semitism made Jewish life there 
difficult if not untenable. Others have roots 
in Africa (Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, 
Sudan); the Middle East and Asia (Israel, 
Syria, Iran, Iraq, Uzbekistan, Yemen); and 
the Americas, including Mexico, Panama, 
and Brazil. 
The CBY Sephardic minyan’s vision is to 
grow as a warm, friendly, and open group of  
young families seeking to preserve their 
traditions and transmit their minhagim or 
customs to their children. Along those lines, 
the minyan offers learning opportunities in 

Sephardic halachot and hashkafa, Shabbat 
learning for women, an ongoing Seudat 

Shelisheet with a shiur, and many other 
learning opportunities for all ages in their 
minyan space. The minyan also offers 

weekly Shabbat hot kiddushim and a 
monthly sit-down kiddush with a shiur 
every Shabbat Mevarchim as well as a 
special Seudat Purim.  
Meeting on the lower level of CBY’s office 
building at the corner of Ogden and 
Jefferson Streets, the Sephardic minyan 
attracts 35 to 40 attendees each Shabbat 
morning. The membership has been 
growing steadily since the minyan was 
formed in 2014. 
CBY’s Sephardic minyan offers a netz or 
early morning minyan six days a week and 
occasional weekday mincha and arvit 
services. On Shabbat and chagim, as well as 
fast days and the yamim noraim, you will 
find arvit, shacharit, and mincha services. 
 

The CBY rabbinate rotate weekly through 
the Sephardic minyan, offering drashot as 
in the synagogue’s Ashkenazi minyanim. 
Members of the CBY Sephardic community 
also give drashot, either Shabbat mornings 
or between mincha and maariv on Shabbat 
and chagim. The Sephardic minyan also 
brings leading Sephardic Rabbanim and 
Chachamim              Continued on page 3 

 

 

 

Bnai Yeshurun’s Sephardic Minyan: 
 Hachnasat Sefer Torah 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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Shabbat Times זמני שבת 

 The Power of Chok 
Message from Rabbi Schrier 

Candle Lighting 4:09 pm  הדלקת נרות 

ת 
ב

ש
ב 

ער
 

 On Sunday night, for many of us before we 
even light Chanukah candles, we will begin 
reciting Al Ha-Nissim, the liturgical insertion 
in Shemoneh Esrei and Birchat Ha-Mazon 
that marks the special character of the 
Chanukah holiday. Al Ha-Nissim is an 
ancient prayer, already referenced by the 
Tosefta in Masechet Berachot (3:10). And it 

is a subtle prayer as well; the nuances of its diction and 
phraseology have been dissected by Halachic (see O”CH 682:2) 
and Hashkafic authorities alike. 

One early standout phrase in the Al Ha-Nissim prayer is its 
focus on “Chok”, or Torah laws that transcend intuitive, a priori 
thinking. In Al Ha-Nissim we declare that the Greeks attempted: 

רצוניך  חקיחם תורתיך ולהעבירם מלהשכי  
To make them (our ancestors) forget Your Torah, and to 

divert them from the chukim of Your will 
The phrase is, of course, accurate; the Greeks did indeed try to 

quash our observance of Hashem’s chukim. But it doesn’t seem 
exhaustive or comprehensive. The Greeks didn’t only try to 
quash our observance of chukim; they tried to end our 
observance of Torah altogether, in its totality. Even mishpatim 
– the Torah’s rational-intuitive laws – were anathema to the 
Greeks, who insisted the Jews embrace a Hellenistic ethic and 
worldview quite different from Torah. 

So why the focus on chukim? 
Perhaps, the focus on chukim here comes to symbolize a 

broader war of ideology between the Hellenistic and Torah 
worldviews. The Ancient Greeks were the champions of 
rationalism. They practically worshipped man’s intellect and 
viewed it as the most dominant force in the universe. It is no 
surprise that the foundations of Western philosophy, political 
science, literature, etc., trace their way back to the Ancient 
Greeks. For the Greeks, the power of the human mind was 
limitless and indomitable.  

And then came a small group of Jews in the Holy Land 
declaring: “Not True!” There is a Power greater than the human 
mind. And there are times when He gives us laws that we cannot 
intuit, or perhaps even fully grasp and understand. There is an 
abundance of Divine Law that can be reconstructed through 
ration alone. But there are chukim as well, and we will observe 
and celebrate them with equal fervor and gusto.  

To be sure, Torah tradition celebrates rational thought; it lies 
at the core of our religious experience in the form of Torah study. 
It is no accident that some of the greatest minds in virtually all 
fields of intellectual endeavor have been Jews. But we have never 
lost our sense that, as great as the human mind is, there is a 
Higher Power which reigns supreme above it. And it was this 
idea – made all the more dangerous precisely because of Jewish 
intellectual accomplishments – that the Greeks feared most, and 
was the greatest affront to their worldview. 

And so, they tried to divert us from the chukim of our Torah, 
as an embodiment of our eternal recognition that even the 
human mind cannot fully comprehend the glory of Hashem. And 
today, thousands of years later, this eternal truth is precisely 
what we celebrate. 

We continue to live in a world that (at least ostensibly) values 
logic, reason, and, today, empiricism, above all else. And on 
Chanukah, we proudly declare to the world that while we, too, 
value these things and will continue to be among their finest 
practitioners, we do so always in tandem with our observance of 
chukim, and our recognition that there is Something far greater. 

 

Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat – 
New Main 4:15 pm  מנחה וקבלת שבת 

 

Sephardic Mincha &  
Kabbalat Shabbat 4:15 pm  מנין עדות מזרח 

 

Carlebach Minyan-Old Main 4:15 pm  מנין נגוני קרלבך  

Tzeit Maariv Minyan-BM 5:14 pm  מעריב בצאת  

Teen Gemara Shiur w/Zev 
Halstuch – Beis Medrash 7:30 pm  שעור בגמרא 

 

Latest Shema 9:33 am  סוף זמן ק"ש 

קר 
ב

ב
ת 

ב
ש

 

 

Hashkama–New Main  7:00 am  השכמה  

Sefard–Beis Medrash 8:30 am  נוסח  ספרד  

Sephardic Shacharit  8:45 am  מנין עדות מזרח  

Ashkenaz–New Main 9:00 am  נוסח  אשכנז  

Teen Minyan-1/3 Social Hall 9:00 am   מנין נוער  

Ashkenaz-Old Main 9:15 am  נוסח  אשכנז  

Jr. Congregation-SH Stage 9:15 am    לכתות ה' וו'מנין    

Youth Groups Nursery-4th grade at 9:15 am in the  
Youth Classrooms & Nursery Wing 

 

Mommy & Me - 2/3 Social Hall 10:00 am  אמא ואני  

Daf Yomi following Hashkama minyan - 2/3 Social Hall  

Minchas Chinuch-Benyamin 
Kaminetzky after Nusach Sefard 
minyan 

10:30 am   שעור מנחת חינוך  

Mincha - New Main 12:45 pm  מנחה   

Mincha - New Main 1:45 pm  מנחה 

ם 
הרי

בצ
ת 

ב
ש

 

 

Sephardic Mincha 3:45 pm  מנין עדות מזרח  

Mincha-New Main 4:05 pm  מנחה  

Rabbi Schrier’s shiur, “How Should We Pray For 
Rain?” in the New Main Shul following zman mincha 

 

Maariv & Shabbat Ends -NM  5:14 pm  מעריב  

Manny Freed z”l Parent Child 
Learning – BM 6:15 pm  הורים וילדים 

  

Next Shabbat: 
Candle lighting  
 

Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat 

4:12 pm 
 

4:15 pm 

 הדלקת נרות 
 

 מנחה וקבלת שבת 

 

 

We recognize that at times it is challenging to find 
parking near shul. We ask everyone coming to CBY to be 
cognizant of where you are parking; obey all parking 
regulations and be courteous of the shul's neighbors 
and never block their driveways.  
 

Additionally, please remember to wear reflective 
materials and walk on the correct side of the street 
when walking to and from shul when it is dark. 
 

 
 

Reminder: There are often times when 
additional men are needed to make a minyan in 
a local shiva house. If you are able to be part of 
a group of volunteers who may be called upon 
with short notice, please join the WhatsApp 
group at HERE or by scanning QR code at right. 
Thank you and tizku l'mitzvot! 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DeuzK20n4JO8xH7zGUju6L
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Special Events  אירועים מיוחדים 

 Aufruf of Jonathan Aranoff in the 9:00 am minyan in the New Main. 
 Aufruf of Joe Baron in the 9:15 am minyan in the Old Main. 

Mazal Tov  מזל טוב 

 Jennifer & Ronnie Aranoff and June & Terry Aranoff on the 
aufruf and forthcoming marriage of their son and grandson, 
Jonathan, to Jordana Lichter. 
 Annie & Yale Baron on the aufruf and forthcoming marriage of 

their son, Joe, to Maayan Starr.  
 Sarah & Yossi Faber and Ronnie & Albie Faber on the birth 

of a daughter and granddaughter.  
 Kara & Peter Feldman on the engagement of their daughter, 

Sheva, to Ben Sadik.  
 Cathy & David Hoffman on the birth of a granddaughter, a 

daughter to Devorah & Avi Kenig, in Israel. 
 Reena & Raphael Novogrodsky on the birth of a 

granddaughter, a daughter to Tamar & Daniel Greenbaum.  
 David Savetsky on the marriage of his grandson, Shaya Savetsky, 

son of Yehudis & Rachmi, to Perel Schwartz. 
 Toby & Stuart Smith on the engagement of their son, Gavi, to 

Kira Rapaport, of Woodmere, Long Island. 
Condolences   נחומים 

 Lillian Silber, on the loss of her beloved brother, Joseph Frank 
a”h. 
CBY Notes   

 Sun., Dec. 18th at 11:00 am Adult Ed presents Shulie Mishkin on 
Zoom. See flyer on page 1 for details.  
 CBY’s Shabbat Ruach 5783, December 30-31. Join CBY for 

Shabbat with guest singing sensation Duvie Shapiro, accompanied 
by members of the Yedidim Choir. Beautiful davening throughout 
Shabbat, Friday night Tisch, Men’s Club Kiddush, and a special 
family musical Havdalah leading into Manny Freed z”l Parent Child 
Learning. To join as a co-sponsor please visit 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events or contact the shul office. 
 Sponsor the next Men’s Club Kiddush on Shabbat December 31st.  
 CBY students in Israel are invited to join Rabbi & Michal Zahtz on 

Motzei Shabbat December 31st at Buchman’s Pizza on Derech 
Chevron, in Yerushalayim. Please fill out the form online to let us 
know how to connect with your kids. 
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/children-learning-in-israel-2022-
2023.html. 
 Join Rabbi Zahtz on January 11th for a Florida Lunch & Learn in 

Boca Raton. Sign up at www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events. 
 
 

Beis Medrash Committee 

 Manny Freed z”l Parent Child Learning takes place on Motzei 
Shabbat at 6:15 pm. Children, parents, & grandparents are invited 
to join for amazing Torah learning, awesome prizes, pizza & snacks! 
Middle school girls learning with Leora Moskowitz and middle 
school boys weekly Chaburah in the Old Main Shul. To sponsor visit 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/pcl.  
 Mishna Yomit is learning Masechet Shabbat. 
 The next Legal Holiday Shiur with R’ Daniel Stein, “Kiruv at All 

Costs?”will be on Sun. Dec. 25th. See flyer on page 6 for more details. 
 
 

Sephardic Minyan continued from page 1 

as scholars-in-residence to benefit the entire CBY community. 
Recently, the Sephardic minyan welcomed Rabbi Yaakov 
Monsonego from Toulouse, France. He is the Rabbi of the school 
that suffered the terrible attack in 2012, when his own daughter 
and a father along with his two sons were killed in front of the 
school by a terrorist. Rabbi Monsonego spoke in the New Main 
between mincha and maariv on the topic of "Following the 
Footsteps of the Avot -lessons that can help us deal with 
antisemitism.” The leaders of the CBY Sephardic minyan have 
expressed their desire to have their Chazzan lead mussaf in the 
main Shabbat minyan, bringing Moroccan melodies to Ashenazi 
CBY members. This would allow Ashkenazim to experience a 
broader range of Jewish culture, right in the comfort of their own 
sanctuary and get to know more of their fellow congregants. 
So the next time someone asks you where CBY’s Sephardic 
minyan meets, you’ll know exactly where to send them…to our 
warm, growing, and diverse Sephardic minyan, early each 
weekday and for all services on Shabbat and the chagim. 
David Frohlich z”l Youth Department 

 Chanukah Woodworking Workshop will take place on Sun., Dec. 
18th from 1:30 to 3:00 pm in the CBY Social Hall for those who 
have registered. Children under age 6 must have an adult 
present. Registration is closed. NO WALK INS. 
 January 1st DFYD invites senior citizens to learn some new 

tricks on your cell phone, taught to you by the greatest techies 
in the area, our very own youth and teens! Please register in 
advance with your questions at www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth, 
and we'll get you the answers you need! 
 Join DFYD for Snow Tubing on January 12th. Sign up at 

www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth. See flyer page 8 for more details.  
 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHESED COMMITTEE: 

The Chesed Committee is updating its list of volunteers who are 
available to visit members of the community who are primarily 
at home and would appreciate companionship. Frequency and 
length of visits are flexible to meet everyone's needs. Please let 
us know if you can participate in this most enriching and 
gratifying chesed! PLEASE NOTE: EVEN IF YOU HAVE 
VOLUNTEERED IN THE PAST FOR VISITATION, 
PLEASE SIGN UP AGAIN NOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO CONTINUE. Contact Betty Kay and Ofra Parmett at 
cbychesed@bnaiyeshurun.org 

 

 
  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/children-learning-in-israel-2022-2023.html
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/children-learning-in-israel-2022-2023.html
file://cby-dc1/Shared/Public/Bulletin/Weekly/2022/www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/pcl
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth
mailto:cbychesed@bnaiyeshurun.org
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*All those whose schedule permits it are invited to join the Deliberately Paced Minyan during Chanukah  
for a festive recital of Hallel according to the davening times above. 

 .should be repeated after 5:45 pm קריאת שמע#
^The CBY Internet Minyan can be accessed by clicking HERE. It is sponsored by Bibi, Dov, Kelly, Liz & Abby Pavel in memory of 
Bibi's mother Miriam bat Betzalel Yehuda. Minyanim scheduled in the Beis Medrash, as listed above, will be broadcast.  

  

Weekly Davening Schedule 

 

Sun. Dec 18 Mon. Dec. 19 Tues. Dec. 20 Wed. Dec. 21 Thu. Dec. 22 Fri. Dec. 23  

כסלו   כ"ד כסלו   כ"ה   

 א' חנוכה 

כסלו כ"ו  

 ב' חנוכה 

   כסלו  "זכ

 ג' חנוכה 

כסלו   חכ"  

 ד' חנוכה 

כסלו טכ"  

 ה' חנוכה 

 

נ"ד  נדרים דף היומי  נ"ה  נדרים  נ"ו נדרים  "ז נ  נדרים  ח נ" נדרים  ט נ"נדרים      
   

Shacharit (Sephardic) 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am  

Shacharit-Old Main  6:05 am 6:05 am 6:06 am 6:06 am 6:07 am  

Shacharit-New Main       

ת
חרי

ש
 

Shacharit-Beis Medrash^ 6:25 am 6:10 am 6:10 am 6:10 am 6:10 am 6:10 am 
Shacharit-New Main 7:00 am 6:50 am 6:50 am 6:50 am 6:50 am 6:50 am 
Shacharit-Beis Medrash^ 
Deliberately Paced Minyan* 

8:00 am (Ogden 
Lower Level) 

7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:00 am 

Shacharit-Old Main 7:30 am 7:15 am 7:15 am 7:15 am 7:15 am 7:15 am 
Shacharit–New Main  8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 
Shacharit-Old Main 8:30 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 
Shacharit-New Main 8:50 am      
Shacharit-Old Main 9:15 am      
       

 

Mincha only – Beis Medrash^ 12:45 pm 12:45 & 1:45 pm 12:45 & 1:45 pm 12:45 & 1:45 pm 12:45 & 1:45 pm 1:45 pm 

ב 
ערי

מ
ה/

ח
מנ

 

Mincha only – Old Main 1:45 pm      3:00 pm 

Zman Mincha-New Main# 4:20 pm 4:20 pm 4:20 pm 4:20 pm 4:20 pm  

Maariv only- Beis Medrash^ 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm  

Maariv only – Old Main 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm  
Maariv only – Old Main 8:00 pm 8:00 pm 8:00 pm 8:00 pm 8:00 pm  
Maariv only – Old Main 9:00 pm  9:00 pm  9:00 pm  9:00 pm  9:00 pm   
Maariv only – Beis Medrash^ 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm  
Maariv only – Beis Medrash^ 11:00 pm 11:00 pm 11:00 pm 11:00 pm 11:00 pm  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84771823148


 

Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
641 West Englewood Ave. Teaneck, NJ 07666 

Phone (201) 836 – 8916 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org 

Page 5 of 8 

 

Weekly Shabbat Announcements December 16-23, 2022 

 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES DECEMBER 18-23, 2022 
Sunday at 7:00 am,  
M-F at 5:30 am 

Daf Yomi with rotating magidei shiur 
 

Beis Medrash and live weekdays at: 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html 
Recordings available at link for 1-week post-shiur 

Sunday–Thursday at 8:15 pm Mishna B'rurah Chavurah 
 with Ari Wartelsky 

Beis Medrash and at: 
https://zoom.us/j/611771378 Password: cby 

Sunday 9:30-10:00 am Gemara shiur w/ R’ Frank Breslau &  
Dr. Joseph Bench 

https://zoom.us/j/98188165600 
Passcode cby 

Monday – Friday at 6:20 am 
 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker with 
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

1/3 Social Hall and at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Monday 9:15 pm  Gemara B’Iyun Masechet Gittin with 
Rabbi Elliot Schrier 

Back of the Beis Medrash 

Tuesday at 8:15 pm  Practical Principles of Yoreh Deah with 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

Back of the Beis Medrash  

Tuesday at 8:30 pm  Special Chanukah shiur with  
Rav Meir Goldwicht  

1/3 Social Hall  

Wednesday at 1:30 pm  Senior Lunch & Learn with  
Rabbi Michael Taubes 

1/3 Social Hall and at https://yeshiva-
university.zoom.us/j/93287566078 Password: YSH  

Wednesday at 7:45 pm on hiatus Mesilat Yesharim with  
Rabbi Elliot Schrier 

 

Wednesday at 8:15 pm Halacha Shiur with  
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

Old Main Shul and on Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Wednesday at 8:15 pm Chassidus with  
Rabbi Yehoshua Szafranski 

Back of the Beis Medrash 

Thursday at 9:15-9:45 am  
on hiatus 

Women’s shiur on Melachim Aleph  
with Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

 

Thursday at 8:15 pm on hiatus Parsha Methodology  
with Rabbi Yosef Weinberger 

 

Thursday at 9:35 pm Parsha & Halacha with  
Rabbi Michael Taubes 

Triple Classroom and at https://yeshiva-
university.zoom.us/j/93287566078 Password: YSH 

Friday at 8:30 am  Minchas Chinuch with Eli Weber https://zoom.us/j/156897284 Password: cby 

 

Shiurim from Rabbi Elliot Schrier  Sign up Here or use the QR code  

Chizzuk with Rabbi Ari Zahtz Sign up Here 
Myth-busters in Halacha with Rabbi 
Yosef Weinberger 

Sign up Here 

Inyanei D'Yoma from  
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky 

Sign up Here 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html
https://zoom.us/j/611771378
https://zoom.us/j/98188165600
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://zoom.us/j/156897284
https://chat.whatsapp.com/D2bcyhdDSlsEawQ2qFfrNV
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HtinFM0NV7ZCc26xYcwp60
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DZcE20lEnUG9wv72DPDXk9
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LrZXh9PmICUKuLYBK5f0z4
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Parshat Vayeishev in “Hashtag” Form 

• Yaakov and his #FamJam were #chillin in Eretz Canaan. The Torah tells us that Yaakov loved Yosef more than his other 
#bros, #SoundFamiliar? To express this, Yaakov gave Yosef a special #technicolor Ketonet Pasim, 
#ThatDesignerLife. The brothers were very jealous, #TheyBeJealin. They became even more jealous when Yosef told 
everyone about his two crazy dreams- Yosef was going to rule over them! #SayWha #HeadInTheClouds 
#YallWillBowDownToMe #IncludingAbba   

• One day, Yaakov sent Yosef to check on the brothers who were away in the fields, #frolic. Sensing an #opportunity, the 
brothers plotted to kill Yosef. Reuven, in an attempt to save Yosef’s life, convinced them to merely throw him in a pit, 
#ScarySnakes&Scorpions.  

• When Yosef arrived, they ripped off his coat, and then, based on Yehuda’s advice, sold him to some traveling Yishmaelim, 
who, in turn, sold Yosef to Potiphar in Mitzrayim, #Seeya, #WalkLikeAnEgyptian, #EgyptLand.  

• #PardonTheInteruption, we then hear about the story of Yehuda and Tamar. #TheTruthWillSetYouFree 
#YehudaMeansToAdmit #Courage #Oyyy #Embarrassing  

• Back to our #ScheduledProgram. Yosef was #matzliach and was #TheBoss in Potiphar’s home. After a false 
accusation by Eishes Potiphar, Yosef was suddenly thrown into Egyptian prison. There, he became a #chashuv inmate, 
and eventually translated the dreams of Pharaoh's chief butler and baker, who were also thrown into prison. He told them, 
in HaShem’s name, that the butler would live, yet the baker would be killed, #UnhygienicBaker #Pebbles #HangMan. 
Yosef asked the butler to put a good word in for him to Pharaoh. Three days later, the interpretations came true, yet the 
butler forgot about Yosef! #TBC #Cliffhanger    

 
 

 

 

A Mini-Vort from the Szafranski Table to Yours! 

יׁש ו הּו ִא֔ ה  �ִַּיְמָצֵא֣ ֶד֑ ָ ׂשּ ֥ה ֹתֶע֖ה ּבַ ְוִהּנֵ

ׁש׃ ַבּק ר ַמה־ּתְ יׁש ֵלאמֹ֖ ָאֵל֧הּו ָהִא֛  ַוִּיׁשְ
A man found Yosef, who was 
wandering through the fields. 
The man asked him: “What are 
you looking for?”  
 

After being sent to find his 
brothers, Yosef wandered off 
the path, and became totally 
lost. He meandered around 
until he was finally discovered 

by a mysterious individual (according to the Ibn Ezra, this was a 
random passerby, while according to Rashi, Bartenura, and the 
Baal HaTurim, it was none other than the Malach Gavriel!). 
 

The Kotzker Rebbe teaches us that this person taught Yosef an 
invaluable lesson about what to do when one feels emotionally 
and spiritually lost in life. He instructed Yosef, as well as each of 
us, to ask ourselves the following two words:  ׁש ַבּק  What do ?ַמה ּתְ
you seek? What do you want out of life? We must first clarify to 
ourselves what we want in life, identify our core desires, then we 
can navigate our way to our ultimate objective.  
 

So nu? What are YOU looking for? 
. 
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Contact Us 
Rabbi Elliot Schrier, Rabbi 

rabbischrier@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz, Associate Rabbi 

rabbizahtz@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Yosef Weinberger, Assistant Rabbi 

rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Yehoshua Szafranski, Rabbinic Staff 

rabbiszafranski@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky, Rabbi Emeritus  
Elysia Stein, Executive Director office@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rivka & Yehoshua Szafranski, Youth Directors 

youth@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Executive Committee executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Robbie Scharf, President president@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Ronnie Stern, First Vice President 
Chaim Kiss, Second Vice President 
Sari Sheinfeld, Third Vice President 
Paul Rolnick, Treasurer 
Doron Katz, Assistant Treasurer 
Jennifer Prince, Secretary 
Avram Holzer, Gabbai Rishon gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org 
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December 16-23, 2022 כ"ט כסלו תשפ"ג -כ"ב  

Shabbat Vayeishev 
Mevarchim HaChodesh 

 שבת וישב

 מברכים החודש 

 Jewish Home Presents Monthly Support Group for Loved 
Ones of Those Living With Alzheimer’s & Dementia The 
Jewish Home Family is offering members of the community 
with loved ones living with dementia a monthly support 
group at the Jewish Home at Rockleigh. Future meetings on 
January 10, February 7, March 14, April 18, May 23 & June 
20. Contact Sunni Herman at 
sherman@jewishhomefamily.org. 
 The Bergen County Chanukah Toy Drive is back for our 30th 

year! Donations can be dropped off at Marla Friedman, 
693 Northumberland Road, or at 95 Norfolk Street in 
Bergenfield. We will accept gifts until Chanukah! We 
welcome all donations of new, unwrapped toys & gifts for 
kids & teens, such as: games, sports equipment, make up 
sets, costume jewelry, crafts kits, books, dolls, Legos, 
puzzles, purses, gift cards, etc... (please remove price tags). 
Questions? Please reach out to simifleischer@gmail.com. 
 Areyvut invites high school freshman, sophomores, and 

juniors to a new intergenerational program with senior 
citizens in CareOne at Teaneck. The goal is to really get to 
know the senior citizens while participants actively grow, 
reflect and learn new skills that they can use throughout 
their lives. For more information, please contact Daniel 
Rothner at daniel@areyvut.org or 201-244-6702. 
 JEMA, the Jewish Educational Mentoring Alliance, is 

looking for tutoring volunteers, especially in the areas of 
reading & Judaic Studies. Tutoring is primarily done after 
school either in person or via Zoom. For information, 
contact Robyn Adams, JEMA liaison at 
robyn.adams@yavnehacademy.org or 201-262-8494. 
 The Beit Midrash of Teaneck, located at JCT/Heichal 

HaTorah, 70 Sterling Place, welcomes both men & women, 
to our weekly Tuesday shiurim on Parsha & Jewish History. 
This week’s Parsha shiur (10:30-11:30 am) will be delivered 
by Rabbi Larry Rothwachs of Congregation Beth Aaron. The 
Jewish History shiur (11:45-12:45) will feature Dr. David 
Berger, dean of Yeshiva University's Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, who will give part II of a 
shiur entitled, “The Rise of Reform Judaism and the 
Orthodox Reaction”. All men who wish to participate in 
BMT's Monday & Wednesday programming may send an 
email to BMTeaneck@gmail.com for further information. R’ 
Angel’s Nach shiur - M/W @ 12:00 - is now open to women 
as well. 

 The Dor L'Dor group of Congregation Ahavath Torah, 240 
Broad Avenue, Englewood, is sponsoring a Gala Chanukah 
Lunch & Learn, followed by a concert at 12:00pm on 
Monday, Dec. 12. A talk on Chanukah will be presented by 
Rebbetzin Dr. Shoshana Poupko. Afterwards, the Frisch 
Choir will entertain with Chanukah songs. Cost: $20/person 
before December 7. $25 after that date. To RSVP/register 
email: dorldor@yahoo.com or call Eileen at 201-921-0630.  
 Lubavitch on the Palisades Preschool in Tenafly invites all 

prospective Toddler & Nursery children & parents to join us 
on Thursday, December 22nd at 11:00 am for a fun 
Chanukah Jam! There will be music, movement, crafts, & 
delicious sufganiyot! RSVP is required & space is 
limited. Join or questions email Sonya@LPSNJ.org  
 The Jewish Learning Experience presents “The 8 Crazy 

Nights of Chanukah!” The event is for all ages and will 
feature Candle Making, Donut Decorating, Chanukah 
Trivia, an Ugly Sweater Contest, and of course Dreidel and 
Menorah Lighting. Sunday, December 25 from 5-7 pm, at 
Beth Aaron. Admission: $10 individuals; $36 for a family. 
Register: rabbijesseshore@gmail.com.  
 Join us for TABC's Annual Dinner on Wednesday, January 

4th at Keter Torah, as we celebrate 40 years of Yeshiva 
education in Bergen County. We are proud to pay tribute to 
our honorees, Rachel & Azi Mandel; Bonnie & George 
Silfen; & R’ Ben Krinsky ‘05. Your contributions to the 
Bruce Ritholtz z”l Scholarship Fund will help ensure that all 
of the young men in our community, regardless of family 
finances, will have access to the TABC experience. RSVP or 
donate online at www.tabc.org/dinner2023 
 The community is invited to a special event on Thursday, 

January 26, at Carnegie Hall in New York City. “We Are 
Here: Songs From The Holocaust” is a concert featuring 
songs written in the ghettos & concentration camps. This 
concert serves to honor the memory of those murdered 
during the Shoah & pay tribute to the artists who, in the 
worst of times, continued to create. The concert will feature 
Broadway stars, pop artists, renowned cantors, & NYC 
student choir. Proceeds will go to The Museum of Jewish 
Heritage. Contact Maddie Burton at 
wearehereconcert@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
mailto:simifleischer@gmail.com
mailto:daniel@areyvut.org
mailto:robyn.adams@yavnehacademy.org
file://cby-dc1/Shared/Public/Bulletin/Weekly/2022/BMTeaneck@gmail.com
mailto:Sonya@LPSNJ.org
mailto:rabbijesseshore@gmail.com
http://www.tabc.org/dinner2023
mailto:wearehereconcert@gmail.com


 

 

 


