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Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
Weekly Shabbat Announcements 

September 17-24, 2021 תשרי תשפ"ב י"ח-י"א  

Shabbat Ha’azinu 
Sukkot 

האזינו שבת  

 סוכות 

Don’t Worry, Be Happy(?) 
A Message from Rabbi Schrier 

 

For many of us, the 
secular year 2000 was 
far less eventful than it 
initially promised to be. 
Despite the promise of 
millennial change, the 
fear over the Y2K 

computer-induced 
apocalypse, and the legitimate excitement 
of a Subway Series Word Series, the year 
turned out to be mostly… ordinary. But in 
the field of psychology, the year 2000 did 
indeed mark a major paradigm shift that 
has largely shaped the field over the last 
twenty years. It was in 2000 that the 
subdiscipline “positive psychology” took 
on formal designation and became a 
central focus of psychological research 
and study. In the new millennium, 
psychologists would no longer exclusively 
study mental illness and how to properly 
treat it, but instead they would also study 
healthy living and how to proactively 
attain it. For the first time, there would be 
formal study of the psychological nature of 
happiness, and just what is it that makes 
people happy. 

Of course, happiness – simcha – is 
something the Torah has discussed for 
thousands of years before the genesis of 
the formal psychological discipline. And 
as we now head into the holiday of Sukkot, 
which Chazal identify in our Nusach Ha-
Tefillah as Zman Simchateinu – the time 
of our [greatest] rejoicing (see Rambam 
Sukkah 8:12) – the theme of happiness 
indeed looms large. 
But Sukkot seems like a strange holiday to 
designate as the holiday of our greatest 
happiness, because everything about it 
seems to defy that designation. For 
starters, the basic mitzvah of Sukkot, 
leaving our homes and dwelling in the 
temporary structure of the Sukkah, is one 
centered on almost-deliberate discomfort. 
The Halacha warns us that our Sukkot 
shouldn’t be permanent structures with 
the same degree of security and comfort as 
home (Sukkah 2A). One of the dominant 
themes in Hilchot Sukkah is metzta’er 
patur min ha-sukkah – if one is 
exceedingly uncomfortable, they are 
exempt from the Sukkah; the halacha 
almost foresees the challenges of 

performing the mitzvah in light of the 
discomfort it causes, and it seeks to define 
how much discomfort is simply too much. 
And Jewish history has borne out the 
realities of this mitzvah’s practical 
challenges.  
The Rama (692:2) famously provides this 
as a reason why the Jews of his native 
Krakow did not sleep in the Sukkah: the 
Polish autumns were simply too cold to 
allow for outdoor sleeping. It certainly 
does not sound like a mitzvah geared 
toward happiness. 
What’s more, the hashkafic / theological 
themes of Sukkot do not seem to lend 
themselves to happiness either. The 
Mishna (Rosh Hashana 16A) tells us be-
chag nidonin al ha-mayim – on Sukkot 
we are judged for rainfall and 
precipitation. This, of course, is still 
manifested in the tefillot geshem that we 
recite at the end of Sukkot, and even in the 
daled minim, the four species of 
vegetation that remind us of water’s 
importance in sustaining basic life (Taanit 
2B).  

Continued on page 2 
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Mazal Tov  מזל טוב 

 Rhonda & Jeff Avner on the birth of a granddaughter, a 
daughter to Tamar & Yehuda Avner. 
 Pamela & Harold Falik on the birth of a granddaughter, 

daughter to Leah & Daniel Falik of Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel. 
 Marilyn & David Koplon on the birth of a great grandson, a 

son to Tammy & Yoav Koplon in Israel 
 Melody & Earl Sandor on the engagement of their daughter, 

Arielle, to Amos Bivas of Rehovot, Israel. 
Condolences  נחומים 

 Tzivia Rubin, on the loss of her beloved father, Jules Brody a”h. 
CBY Notes   

 It is not too late to join the Kol Nidrei Appeal 5782. Please give 
generously to support CBY. Donations may be made online at 
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/kn5782. 
 Arba Minim pick up will be on Sunday, September 19th in the CBY 

Social Hall at your designated time or drive up pick up.  
 Join the Schrier family for an outdoor Shabbat meal on 

September 25th, with more dates to follow. Register at 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events. 
 Sponsor this year’s Men’s Club Simchat Torah Kiddush on 

Wednesday, September 29th. $180/sponsorship at 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/holidays.  
 Save the date for Adult Ed Scholar in Residence, Shabbat 

Bereisheet, October 1-2, Rabbi Dr. Yakov Nagen, who will speak 
at a Friday night oneg on the topic of “Jewish Spirituality between 
East and West,” and on Saturday night on the topic of “The Soul 
of the Misha: Making Mishna Meaningful.” More details to follow.  
 Welcome to the Neighborhood Schriers CBY Block Party! Sunday, 

October 3rd 4:00 pm–7:00 pm. Live music, inflatables, 
entertainment, and good food. For more information, see page 6. 
Register at www.bnaiyeshurun.org/block-party. 
  Save the Date: Sunday, November 7th - Rabbinic Installation and 

Reception. Details to follow. 
 David Frohlich z”l Youth Department 
 Sukkah Hop on the 1st day of Yom Tov, Tuesday, September 21st, 

from 4:00-5:30 pm; drop off and pick up at the CBY Sukkah. 

 Paint Night in the Sukkah on Motzei Shabbat, September 25th, 
at 8:30 pm. Register at www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth.  

 Beis Medrash Committee 
 Manny Freed z”l Parent Child Learning will take place on 

Shabbat and on the second day of Sukkot, Wednesday 9/22, at 
4:45 pm in the Ogden Tent.  
 Mishna Yomit is learning Masechet Niddah. 
 CBY Teens 
 Join Rabbi Schachter Shabbat afternoon 30 minutes before 
zman Mincha in the W. Englewood Lot for learning, followed by 
Mincha and seudah shelisheet.  
 Zev Halstuch will be learning Masechet Megillah with 
freshmen boys in the back of the Beis Medrash at 9:00 pm on 
Friday nights. 
 
 
 

Rabbi Schrier continued from page 1 
Here, Sukkot presents as a day of judgment on our most basic 
life-source, and by extension on life itself, not a day for joy, 
celebration and happiness.  
In many ways, Sukkot, and particularly Hoshana Rabba at its 
end, is a continuation of the Yamim Noraim that occur earlier 
in the month, with the full weight of trepidation and judgment 
that come along with them. So why Zman Simchateinu? 
Perhaps, Sukkot is the Torah’s way of reminding us of the 
widely understood yet all-too-often forgotten lesson that 
happiness is not always about creature comforts, material 
possession, and life’s luxuries. Rather, as positive psychology 
and the “wellness” and “self-help” industries it has spawned 
constantly remind us, sometimes happiness is just about 
getting back to the basics and making sure we stop taking them 
for granted. “Appreciate the simple things” is perhaps one of 
the overused cliches of modern life. But it remains true 
nonetheless, and every now and then we need to cease the 
platitudes and actually start appreciating. 
And on Sukkot we are forced to do precisely that. Leaving our 
homes for the basic shelter of the Sukkah’s dirat ara’i 
(temporary dwelling) forces us to appreciate the greater shelter 
of our ordinary dirot keva (permanent homes). Focus on 
precipitation and rainfall forces us to appreciate the produce we 
eat and fresh water we drink. (In a similar vein, and as I 
mentioned in our Mesilat Yesharim Chavura, a former 
congregant in Einstein once told me that after spending a 
summer administering medical care in a remote village in 
Uganda, the experience of turning on his sink faucet every 
morning was never the same again.) The Days of Judgment are 
indeed filled with trepidation and dread, but in their lingering 
aftermath on Sukkot we are also reminded of all that we have, 
just how precarious it is, and how much we need to appreciate 
it. It is precisely Sukkot’s discomfort, simplicity and even 
judgment that make it the true Zman Simchateinu. 
So, this Sukkot, when you sit around your Yom Tov table, take 
a moment to absorb all the small things that make the holiday 
so joyous and special. The peaceful tranquility of the Sukkah’s 
simplicity. The beauty of its natural roof and basic decorations. 
The people – family, neighbors, friends, guests – you share your 
table with on Yom Tov and throughout the year. And the many 
things we too often fail to appreciate that lie at the source of 
life’s true happiness.  Chag Sameach! 
 

CBY Chesed 
 The Chesed Committee would like to thank all of you who 

volunteer, working discreetly & generously behind the scenes 
to assist members of the community with meals, 
transportation, visitation/phone calls, assisting those in 
wheelchairs to come to shul, participating in our Shmiras 
Haloshon Project for the sake of cholim, & other acts of 
chesed.  May Hashem grant you good health, spiritual growth, 
parnassa, nachas & b’soros tovos. May you continue to have 
the ability to give to others. We welcome new volunteers & 
input. If you are available or have a suggestion, contact Betty 
Kay or Ofra Parmett at cbychesed@bnaiyeshurun.org. 
G’mar chasima tova to the entire community. B’ezras Hashem 
may we all be recipients of Hashem’s boundless chesed in the 
coming year!  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/kn5782
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/holidays
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth
mailto:cbychesed@bnaiyeshurun.org
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Simchat Torah is right around the corner! 

Sponsor the Simchat Torah Kiddush on September 29th for $180.  

Celebrate a special milestone or commemorate a yahrzeit. 

To sponsor please go to www.bnaiyeshurun.org/holidays.  

Shabbat Times זמני שבת 
 

Yom Tov Times  זמני יום טוב 
Candle Lighting 6:41 pm  ת  הדלקת נרות

ב
ש

ב 
ער

 

 
 

 

 Erev Sukkot, Monday 9/20 
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat – 

NM & Ogden Tent 6:45 pm  מנחה וקבלת שבת 
 Candle Lighting 6:36 pm  הדלקת נרות 

Sephardic Mincha & 
Kabbalat Shabbat 6:45 pm    עדות מזרח מנין  

 Mincha-NM & Ogden 6:40 pm  מנחה 

Latest Shema 9:44 am  סוף זמן ק"ש   Sephardic Mincha  6:40 pm    עדות מזרח מנין  

Hashkama–NM & Ogden Tent 7:00 am  השכמה 

קר 
ב

ב
ת 

ב
ש

 

 Sukkot Day 1 Tuesday 9/21 & Day 2 Wednesday, 9/22 

Ashkenaz–Ogden Tent 8:30 am  נוסח  אשכנז  Latest Shema 9:45 am  סוף זמן ק"ש 

Sefard–Beis Medrash  8:30 am  נוסח  ספרד 
 Hashkama–New Main &  

Ogden Tent 
7:00 am & 

6:55 am  השכמה 

Ashkenaz–New Main  9:00 am  נוסח  אשכנז  Ashkenaz-Ogden (start in 
Sukkah) 8:30 am  נוסח  אשכנז 

Teen Minyan-1/3 Social Hall 9:00 am  מנין נוער  Sefard–Beis Medrash 8:30 am  נוסח  ספרד 

Sephardic Shacharit 9:00 am   עדות מזרח מנין   Ashkenaz–New Main  9:00 am  נוסח  אשכנז 

Ashkenaz-Old Main  9:15 am  נוסח  אשכנז  Sephardic–Ogden Building 9:00 am   עדות מזרח מנין  

Youth Groups Nursery-4th grade at 9:15 am in the 
Youth Classrooms & Nursery Wing  

 Teen Minyan-1/3 Social Hall 9:00 am  מנין נוער 

Jr. Congregation (grades 5-6) - 2/3 SH & Stage  Ashkenaz-Old Main  9:15 am  נוסח  אשכנז 
Mommy & Me led by Randi 

Wartelsky in W.E. Lot 
10:00 am  אמא ואני  Youth Groups Nursery-4th grade at 9:15 am in the Youth 

Classrooms & Nursery Wing 

Daf Yomi following the 7:00 am Shacharit in the W. E. Lot  Jr. Congregation (grades 5-6) - 2/3 SH & Stage 
Minchas Chinuch-Manny Adler, 
after Sefard minyan 

10:30 am   שעור מנחת חינוך  Mommy & Me led by Randi 
Wartelsky in Sukkah 10:00 am  אמא ואני 

Mincha-New Main 1:45 pm  מנחה 

ם 
הרי

בצ
ת 

ב
ש

 

 Daf Yomi at 5:40 pm in the Ogden Tent 

Manny Freed z”l Parent Child 
Learning – Ogden Tent  4:45 pm  הורים וילדים 

 Mincha-New Main 1:45 pm  מנחה 

Mincha-New Main 5:30 pm  מנחה  Sukkot Day 1 Tuesday 9/21 

Teen Learning – W. E. Lot 6:05 pm  שעור לנוער  DFYD Sukkah Hop 4:00-5:30 pm pick up/drop off in sukkah. 
Sephardic Mincha 6:15 pm   עדות מזרח מנין   Sephardic Mincha 6:40 pm   עדות מזרח מנין  

Mincha-NM & Ogden Tent 6:35 pm   מנחה  Mincha-NM & Ogden 6:40 pm  מנחה 
Rabbi Schrier’s Shiur, “A Buyer's Guide to the Daled Minim” 

following Mincha in the New Main 
 Rabbi Weinberger’s Shiur following Mincha in the New Main 

Maariv & Shabbat Ends- 
New Main & Ogden Tent 7:44 pm מעריב  

 Maariv NM & Ogden Tent 7:21 pm מעריב  

Next Shabbat Candle Lighting 
 

Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat 

6:29 pm 
6:35 pm 

 הדלקת נרות 
 

 מנחה 

 

 

Candles to be lit after…. 7:36 pm  הדלקת נרות 

 
Rena & Rabbi Elliot Schrier, 

Michal & Rabbi Ari Zahtz, 
Aviva & Rabbi Yosef Weinberger, 

Jordana & Steven Becker, 
Elysia & Marc Stein, the Executive 
Committee, Board of Directors, & 

CBY Staff wish everyone a 
Shabbat Shalom & Chag Sameach! 
 

  Sukkot Day 2 Wednesday 9/22 

  Manny Freed z”l Parent Child 
Learning – Sukkah  4:45 pm  הורים וילדים 

  Sephardic Mincha 6:40 pm   עדות מזרח מנין  

  Mincha-NM & Ogden 6:40 pm  מנחה 

  Rabbi Zahtz’s Shiur following Mincha in the New Main 

 

 

Maariv NM & Ogden Tent 7:34 pm מעריב  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/holidays
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/holidays
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 .should be repeated after 8:00 pm קריאת שמע#
^The CBY Internet Minyan can be accessed by clicking HERE. It is sponsored by Bibi, Dov, Kelly, Liz & Abby Pavel in memory of Bibi's 
mother Miriam bat Betzalel Yehuda. All minyanim scheduled to take place in the Beis Medrash, as listed above, will be broadcast.  

 
 

  

Weekly Davening Schedule 

Earliest tefillin – 5:47 am 
Latest Shema –9:45 am 

Mincha Gedola – 1:21 pm 

Sun. Sept 19 Mon. Sept. 20 Tues. Sept. 21 Wed. Sept. 22 Thu. Sept. 23 Fri. Sept. 24  
תשרי י"ג   תשרי  י"ד   

 ערב סוכות 

תשרי  ט"ו  

 סוכות יום א' 

תשרי  "זט  

 סוכות יום ב' 

תשרי  י"ז  

 חול המועד 

תשרי  חי"  

 חול המועד 

 

י"ט   ביצה דף היומי  כ'  ביצה  כ"א  ביצה  כ"ב ביצה   כ"ג  ביצה  כ"ד ביצה        

   

Sephardic-Shacharit   

For Sukkot Schedule see 
page 3 

   

Shacharit–Ogden Tent 6:25 am 6:00 am 5:45 am 

ת
חרי

ש
 

Shacharit-New Main  6:05 am 5:45 am 
Shacharit-Old Main   6:30 am 
Shacharit-Beis Medrash^ 6:25 am  6:20 am  7:00 am SH 
Shacharit-New Main 7:00 am 7:00 am 7:30 am 
Shacharit-Beis Medrash^ 
Slow Paced Minyan 

8:00 am SH 7:15 am 6:50 am 

Shacharit-Old Main 7:30 am 7:20 am 8:00 am 
Shacharit-Ogden Tent 8:00 am 7:20 am 7:15 am 
Shacharit–New Main  8:00 am 8:00 am 8:50 am 
Shacharit-Old Main 8:50 am   9:15 am 
Shacharit-New Main 9:15 am  8:50 am  
        

Mincha only- Ogden  1:45 pm      

ה
ח

מנ
 

Mincha only- Beis Medrash^ 1:45 pm 1:45 pm   1:45 pm 1:45 pm 

Mincha only - New Main 1:45 pm & 4:30 pm  1:45 pm   1:45 pm 1:45 pm 

Zman Mincha-NM & Ogden# 6:40 pm    6:40 pm  

Maariv only – Old Main 8:00 pm    8:00 pm   ב
ערי

מ
 

Maariv only – Old Main 9:00 pm    9:00 pm  
Maariv only – Beis Medrash^ 10:01 pm    10:01 pm  
Maariv only – Beis Medrash^ 11:00 pm    11:00 pm  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html
http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/events
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The Mishna 
teaches us in 
Maseches Sukkah 
that there are 
three primary 
requirements for 
the סכך to be 
kosher for use on a 
 .סוכה

1. It must be made from the refuse of 
the granary and vineyard. 

2. It must be detached from the 
ground. 

3. It cannot be created into something 
that can be טומאה  that can ,מקבל 
contract ritual impurity. 
As is often the case, examining the 

halacha can teach us deeper lessons 
related to the performance of the 
mitzvah. Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlop 
in his מרום  writes that the third of מי 
the requirements, that סכך not be 
made of something that can contact 
ritual impurity reflects the entire 
thrust of the holiday of סוכות. How so? 

After having experienced a Yom 
Kippur, a day in which we stand before 
Hashem and achieve high levels of 
purity, similar to the experience of 
immersing in the mikvah, we are 

challenged to not leave behind the 
purity achieved. We are tasked with 
trying to find ways to not only avoid 
becoming impure, but making sure 
that we aren’t even capable of 
becoming impure. 

That is quite a task and goal! 
How does סוכות help us achieve that 

goal? We are told  צא מדירת קבע, leave 
your permanent dwelling, leave your 
home, and enter the ארעי  the ,דירת 
temporary hut of the sukkah and sit in 
the shade of the סכך. How is this hut 
constructed? With walls and סכך. But 
there is a fascinating  הלכה related to 
the walls, not only do you not need 
four walls, but not even three! Even 
within the walls being used, you can 
have parts that are missing. There are 
various מסיני למשה   laws that ,הלכות 
were passed down orally from Moshe 
at Mount Sinai, that teach us that 
certain spaces can be viewed as filled 
in and complete even if they are 
empty- imaginary walls! 

A dear friend pointed out to me that 
there is a tremendous secret to success 
tucked away in this seemingly strange 
Halacha. We don't need to build 
massive walls in order to ensure that 

we live in the sukkah. Indeed, the 
Sukkah is by definition temporary. 
Instead, the work of a Jew who wishes 
to remain pure is to be cognizant of 
where his head is, yes even imagining 
walls can sometimes be sufficient to 
create a sukkah. 

The opportunity and challenge of 
the חג of סוכות is to take concrete steps 
to preserve our gains over the course 
of the נוראים  whether they be ,ימים 
actions we plan to do or those we hope 
to refrain from. On סוכות we leave the 
comforts of our home and look at the 
 We remind ourselves that just like .סכך
the סכך comes from that which can 
never become טמא we will try and 
preserve our purity as well. And we 
look at the walls, the ones that may 
have gaps, or even be made of straps 
and remind ourselves that just as we 
can create these walls, we can, if we 
put our minds to it, build a beautiful 
spiritual world in which the purity and 
bounty of the נוראים  is not only ימים 
preserved, but continues to grow and 
thrive. חג שמח!  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Sukkah, More Than Meets The Eye? 
A Message from Rabbi Zahtz 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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The Tur (O”C 417) 
says each of the שלש  

 is associated רגלים 
with one of the אבות. 
Avraham represents 
 Yitzchack ;פסח

represents שבועות; 

Yaakov represents סוכות. The simplest 

correlation between Yaakov and סוכות goes 

back to the very first mentioning of סוכות in 
the Torah. After Yaakov’s meeting with 
Esav, the Torah says he immediately went 
to a city called "סוכות" (which he 
appropriately named after building huts for 
his livestock). In essence, this was Yaakov’s 
first stop on his journey back home from 
his 22-year exile. 
Interestingly enough, the Torah tells us 
that on the night Bnei Yisrael left מצרים, 
they, too, made a stop at a place called 
 R’ David Fohrman points out that .סוכות
this was clearly not the same city that 
Yaakov went to, and it is unlikely there was 
actually a placed called סוכות between 

סוף and the מצרים  But given that this .ים 

was their first night outside of מצרים, Bnei 
Yisrael- for the first time- had nowhere to 
sleep. So, they built themselves huts (just as 
Yaakov did) and, therefore, called that 
location סוכות. 
What is the significance, and connection, 
here? Why is the Torah telling us about 
these seemingly insignificant rest stops for 
Yaakov and Bnei Yisrael at the cities of 
 ?סוכות
I think we can answer this with a beautiful 
idea from Rav Soloveitchic zt”l, an idea that 
gets to the very core of our lives in גלות, and 
touches on the essence of Sukkos as well.  

The Navi Yeshaya, in discussing the 
ingathering of all exiled Jews during the 
geulah, says   ּור ֔ ַאׁשּ ֶרץ  ֶא֣ ּבְ  ְבִדים ָהאֹֽ אּו  ּוָב֗

ֶר  ֶא֣ ּבְ ים  ִח֖ ּדָ ר  ְוַהּנִ ַה֥ ּבְ ַליקָֹו֛ק  ֲח֧וּו  ּתַ ְוִהׁשְ ִים  ִמְצָר֑ ץ 

ם ֽ ָלִ ירּוׁשָ ֶדׁש ּבִ  and the strayed who are in ,ַהּקֹ֖
the land of Assyria and the oppressed who 
are in the land of Egypt shall come and 
worship the LORD on the holy mount, in 
Jerusalem. The Rav asks, why the 
redundancy? אובדים form אשור and  נדחים 

from מצרים? Furthermore, why does 
Yeshayahu choose these two nations, more 
than any others, to represent the Jew in 
exile? 
The Rav explained that the exiled Jew will 
face one of two challenges. “נדחים” are the 
oppressed. Those who are acted upon and 
face challenges of Anti-semitism, financial 
pressures, raising frum children etc. 
Mitzrayim (whether our bondage in מצרים 
or the period of the 3 weeks known as the 
 represents this experience of ("בין  המצרים"
outright oppression.  
 on the other hand, refers not to ,”אובדים“
those who are oppressed, but lost. And this 
takes place in אשור, which symbolizes 
prosperity and success; plenty and wealth. 
As we say "ביתך  a very -"אשרי   יושבי 

praiseworthy time. This is a גלות 
experienced with an immense amount of 
freedom; one filled with rampant and 
unchecked success.  
When Yaakov was en route to his 
homeland, he was doing so as the אובדים  
אשור  He just blew Esav away with .מארץ 
his tremendous material wealth. (In fact, 
the Midrash asks- why was Esav so upset 
with Yaakov? Why did he want to kill him? 
Because he thought he only sold away his 
spiritual birthright. Once he saw that  

Yaakov outshined him materially as well, 
he lost it.) Fast forward a few hundred 
years, and here are Yaakov’s descendants 
following in the footsteps of their great-
grandfather, returning from a long exile 
back home to Eretz Yisrael. However, they 
were coming from a very different type of 
 It was a long and bitter journey. A .גלות

 that was as bad as it gets. Bnei Yisrael גלות

were quite literally- נדחים בארץ מצרים. 
Ture, their respective exiles could not have 
been more different, but they each took the 
same pitstop in סוכות. A sukkah represents 
our own, voluntary, exile. One where we 
remove ourselves from the general context, 
we find ourselves in- whether kind or 
harsh- and are reminded that we are living 
under the protection of G-d. 
A story is told, years ago, of an American 
Jew who would receive a pink slip every 
Friday when he said he would not come in 
to work on Saturday. Every week he would 
take the pink slip, kiss it, and put it away in 
his desk drawer at home. And when סוכות 
came around, he took every single one of 
those pink slips and hung them up from the 
 reminding him and his ,נויי סוכה as his ,סכך
children of their absolute commitment to 
Shabbos. This is the גלות of בארץ   נדחים 
 .מצרים
Baruch Hashem, there is no doubt that we 
are now- nationally speaking- in the גלות of 
Ashur. Yet, we are just as much in need of 
the דמהמנותא  to be sitting in the ,צילא 
shade of faith. The Navi prophesies that 
even among the אובדים and נדחים, there 
will be those who don’t lose their faith. And 
it will be these Jews who remained 
steadfast in their commitment to G-d, who 
will come arm in arm to serve Hashem   בהר

בירושלים הקדש .
 

 

 

Lulav & Etrog Pickup will take place on Sunday, 
September 19th at designated times from 5:00-
6:30 pm in the CBY Social Hall or drive up/pick 
up.  

 

The Sukkah of the Oppressed and Affluent 
A Message from Rabbi Weinberger 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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Please note the Township of Teaneck has reinstated a No Parking zone along the western 

side of Jefferson Street from Maitland Avenue through Ogden Avenue. 
We recognize there is a great challenge in finding parking near shul. We implore everyone 

coming to CBY to be cognizant of where you are parking; obey all parking regulations & be 
courteous of the shul's neighbors & never block their driveways.  

Additionally, please remember to wear reflective materials & walk on the correct side of 
the street when walking to shul when it is dark.  

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES SEPTEMBER 19-24, 2021 
Sunday at 7:00 am,  
M-F at 5:00 am 

Daf Yomi with rotating magidei 
shiur 

Beis Medrash 
Live online at www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html 
Recording available at link about for 1-week post-shiur 

Sunday 9:30-10:00 am Gemara shiur w/R’ Frank Breslau 
& Dr. Joseph Bench 

https://zoom.us/j/98188165600 
Passcode cby 

Sunday–Thursday at 8:15 pm Mishna B'rurah Chavurah w/ Ari 
Wartelsky 

Old Main & https://zoom.us/j/611771378 Password: cby 

Friday at 6:20 am Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

In person in the Social Hall and on Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

 

Shiurim WhatsApp Group from 
Rabbi Elliot Schrier  

Sign up Here or use this QR code 

Chizzuk WhatsApp Group from 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

Sign up Here 

WhatsApp Group –  
Myth-busters in Halacha with 
Rabbi Yosef Weinberger 

Sign up Here 
 

Short Vort WhatsApp Group - 
Inyanei D'Yoma from Rabbi 
Steven Pruzansky 

Sign up Here 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/internet-minyan.html
https://zoom.us/j/98188165600
https://zoom.us/j/611771378
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GCs53u19FRfDwRCKt6UiXb
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HtinFM0NV7ZCc26xYcwp60
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DZcE20lEnUG9wv72DPDXk9
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LrZXh9PmICUKuLYBK5f0z4
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The Most Precious Arava One Can Grow 

A Message from Rabbi Jonathan Schachter 

Of the daled 
minim, the one 
that requires the 
most maintenance 
is the arava.  If 
one were to leave 
the other three 

unattended for a day or two, one would 
barely notice the difference.  But if one 
were to ignore the aravos for a few days, 
they wouldn’t last.  There is good reason 
why the Torah identifies them as “arvei 
nachal” (Vayikra 23:40), since they are in 
constant need of water to survive.   
In order to justify this constant 
maintenance, one would expect the aravos 
to be held in high regard by Chazal and 
attributed the loftiest of interpretations.   
Yet, we are all familiar with the famous 
teaching from Vayikra Rabba (30:12) that 
the daled minim each represent a Jew on a 
different level, with the arava aligning with 
the Jew who lacks both smell (middos 
tovos) and taste (Torah scholarship).  Why 
then are we putting so much work in to 
hydrate a plant that represents our 
failures?   
Additionally, why are we binding such a 
plant with the other three species, each of 
which embodies a much more 
accomplished Jew?  As much as we value 
inclusion, we also subscribe to the teaching 
of Nitai Ha’Arbeli in Pirkei Avos (1:7), 
“harcheik mi’shachein ra, v’al tis’chaber 
la’rasha,” “distance yourself from an evil 
neighbor and do not befriend the wicked.”   

Finally, the arava is actually the only one 
of the four species that has its own 
independent mitzvah.  On Hoshanna 
Rabba, we bang the arava on the ground 
multiple times, as the period of judgement 
comes to its official close.  This is a 
“zeicher” to an avoda that was performed 
in the Beis Hamikdash, in which the 
kohanim circled the mizbei’ach with 
aravos and then stood them against its 
walls.  What is the meaning of this unusual 
banging, and why is it done specifically 
with aravos? 
Perhaps the “peshat” answer to these 
questions is that on Sukkos we are judged 
for water.  We therefore plea to HaShem 
while holding a plant that is so desperate 
for water, to arouse HaShem’s mercy.  But 
I would like to offer a different approach, 
by way of “derash”.    
The arava does not represent the Jew who 
is currently a rasha.  It represents the Jew 
who used to be a rasha, even as recently as 
a few days ago, but has now begun his 
journey to become a ba’al teshuva.  This 
individual needs constant watering and a 
lot of attention, just like the arava.  For the 
ba’al teshuva, this watering takes the form 
of Torah and mitzvos, as the passuk in our 
parasha compares the Torah’s teachings to 
rain and dew (“Ya’arof ka’matar likchi, 
tizal ka’tal imrasi,” Devarim 32:2).  The 
ba’al teshuva (can and) must join more 
accomplished Jews from whom to learn, 
just as the arava must be bound with the 
other minim.  And amazingly enough, by 
the end of Sukkos, the hope is that this 

individual can stand on his /her own, just 
as the arava is able to stand alone on the 
walls of the mizbei’ach, without the need 
for the other minim to support it.  In fact, 
after all the hard work, the ba’al teshuva 
has earned the opportunity to be the one to 
represent the Jewish people before 
HaShem.  This is in line with the teaching 
of the gemara (Berachos 34b, Rambam 
Hilchos Teshuva 7:4), that in the place 
where a ba’al teshuva stands, not even a 
tzaddik gamur can stand, because the 
ba’al teshuva has tasted sin and overcome 
it.  
Nowadays, without the mizbei’ach, we 
bang the arava on the ground, the same 
way we strike our chest during the viduy of 
Yom Kippur.  This demonstrates that we 
acknowledge that in the past, we have 
sinned and are therefore lacking merit, 
similar to the arava we are holding, which 
has neither smell nor taste.  Yet we are 
currently owning up to our mistakes and 
immersing ourselves in the purifying 
waters of Torah and are well on the path to 
becoming ba’alei teshuva.  What a 
powerful way to end the season of 
judgement!!   
Let’s not make the mistake of thinking that 
HaShem only accepts us when we are as 
perfect as an esrog. We should approach 
HaShem as the aravos that we sometimes 
are, but with a commitment to constantly 
tend to our deficiencies and work our way 
up the mountain of HaShem and the very 
walls of the mizbei’ach.    

 

  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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Mini-Vortlech From the Szafranski Sukkah to Yours! 

In the Torah, the word sukkah is spelled like this, סכה, without a ו. The Torah’s spelling is actually an allusion 
to the laws of constructing a sukkah! ס- This letter is surrounded on all four sides, ideally, a sukkah should 
have 4 walls. The כ has three walls, just like a sukkah can. The ה has two walls and a little bit extra 
(unattached!), in some cases, a sukkah can look like this as well (Shlah HaKadosh). 
 life. This teaches us that whoever tries to perform the ,חיים in gematria is 68, which is the same as לולב

mitzvah of lulav with love, excitement, and beauty, will merit to live a long life, both in this world and the next (Matamim 
HaChadash). 
The passuk says, “ulkachtem lachem,” take for yourselves the arabah minim on the first day of Sukkot. The Chiddushei Harim 
understood this passuk differently. The arbah minim represent different parts of our body: the lulav looks like a spine, the hadasim 
look like eyes, the aravos look like lips, the etrog looks like our hearts. Ulkachtem lachem, take the arbah minim- take your entire 
body, and devote them to HaShem!   For additional mar’eih mekomot, please reach out to Rivka & Yehoshua Szafranski at 
youth@bnaiyeshurun.org. 

Mini-Maaselech From the Szafranski Sukkah to Yours! 
Rav Chaim of Tzanz was known to be extremely particular and careful about giving tzedaka on Erev Sukkot. His children would 
often go to his wealthy congregants and would collect tzedaka, as well, for the local community. One time, after exhausting all of his 
resources, he sold all of his glorious sukkah decorations and gave the money to the local needy. That night, when his family entered 
his barren and plain sukkah, he announced to everyone: “There is a very big mitzvah to adorn our Sukkot with beautiful decorations. 
This year we have decorated it in the most spectacular manner, we have decorated it with tzedaka...”Which mitzvot will you decorate 
your sukkah with this year? 
 

One Erev Sukkot, the Maggid of Treisk, the Admor Reb Avraham, instructed his children to study Massechet Sukkah. Once they 
completed the massechta, he asked them to learn it again, and again, and again, until they finally knew the mesechta by heart. Upon 
knowing it by heart, he asked them the following question. “How many types of kosher and non-kosher sukkot are mentioned in 
the entire masechta?” They didn’t know the answer. He then answered, “there are 66 (סו) kosher ones and 25 (כה) non-kosher ones, 
which equals and spells the word סוכה.” 
 

Yiddishe Laughs From the Szafranski Sukkah to Yours! 
• Q. What beracha do you make when you sit on chewing gum?  A.Leishev Bazuka!  
• Yankel put up a sign that says, "Boat for sale." Yoily, his friend, says, "But Yankel you only own a house and a sukkah!" "Dat's 

right" Yankel responded "And dey are boat for sale."  
 

 

 

 
@YOUTHCBY 

For events & information go to 
www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth 

  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
mailto:youth@bnaiyeshurun.org
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CBY Meal Squad: Join the WhatsApp group 
of wonderful volunteers interested in making 
meals to help our fellow CBY community 
members during lifecycle events. Meal train 
sign up links will be posted periodically with 
opportunities. Tizku L’mitzvot! Join the group 
at https://bit.ly/3CNIJl9 

 

Contact Us 
Rabbi Elliot Schrier, Rabbi 

rabbischrier@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz, Associate Rabbi 

rabbizahtz@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Yosef Weinberger, Assistant Rabbi 

rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky, Rabbi Emeritus  
Elysia Stein, Executive Director office@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rivka and Yehoshua Szafranski, Youth Directors 

youth@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Jonathan Schachter, Teen Programming 
rabbischachter@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Executive Committee executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Steven Becker, President president@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Ronnie Stern, First Vice President 
Doron Katz, Second Vice President 
Chaya Schwartz, Third Vice President 
Avram Holzer, Treasurer 
Neil Friedman, Assistant Treasurer 
Sari Sheinfeld, Secretary 
Chaim Kiss, Gabbai Rishon gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LfDpgGpi13GHwGBw7xRSKk
mailto:rabbischrier@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:rabbizahtz@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:office@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:president@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org
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Shabbat Ha’azinu 
Sukkot 

 שבת האזינו

 סוכות 

 Mikvah usage by appointment only. Please click here to book 
your appointment. The appointment system closes daily 1.5 
hours before opening. All preparations must be done at 
home.  

 The Teaneck Keylim Mikvah is open for self-service for the 
hours of 7:00 am-5:00 pm Sunday through Thursday & 7:00 
am-4:00 pm on Friday.  

 Every election matters. Vote November 2nd for NJ governor 
and legislature. Elected officials look to see which 
communities vote when determining state funding and 
policy. We have to show up to be heard. Register to 
vote or update your address in preparation of the November 
2nd elections. Contact Teach NJ with your voting questions 
or to get involved at (646) 459-5162 
or frandm@teachcoalition.org. 

 Shaare Tefillah is holding a Blood Drive on Sunday, 
September 19, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Limited walk-in 
slots available. Schedule an appointment at 
redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor keyword: Shaare 
Tefillah. Eat a healthy meal a few hours before your 
appointment, drink extra water, and bring your ID! Use 
Rapid Pass to save 15 minutes on the day of the Blood Drive. 
Go to redcrossblood.org/RapidPass. Contact Ari Davis,  
ari.davis1@gmail.com or Dan Levy, danlevyesq@gmail.com. 

 My Extended Family provides programs and support to 
children (1st-8th grade) from single-parent homes including 
Weekly Club Meetings with Big Brother/Big Sisters, 
Delicious Dinners, Homework Help, Hands-On 
Activities/Special Programs, Seasonal Trips, Family Events, 
Yom Tov Assistance, Parenting Workshops. This New 
Teaneck Branch is led by Rabbi Ephraim and Nechamy 
Simon.  Avi Rosalimsky is the Boy's Program Director and 
Elisha Markovitz is the Boy's Coordinator.  Avigayil 
Kaminetsky is the Girl's Program Director and Rivka Lynn is 
the Girl's Coordinator - Enroll at: 
https://myef.civicore.com/index.php?section=familyApplic
ations&action=newApplication 

 The American Zionist Movement is again a partner with WZO 
and the Israel Ministry of Education for the USA component 
of the International Bible Contest for Adults for those age 
22+. The deadline to register is Oct. 5th. In the USA, the 
online exam can be taken any time on Oct. 6 or 7. A USA 
finalist contest is planned for NYC on Nov. 7, with the global 
final in Israel during Chanukah week (both contingent on 
Covid-19 conditions permitting). Contact ZED@wzo.org.il. 
Register https://azm.org/chidon-hatanach. 

 The Teaneck Volunteer Ambulance Corps will be hosting a 
community wide Flu Vaccination Clinic and Covid-19 testing 
on Sunday, October 3rd from 9:00AM to 2:00PM at our 
headquarters (855 Windsor Road) Vaccines will be 
administered by CVS Pharmacists. Open to the entire 

community age 12+, Age 12-17 requires a parent be present, 
Free of charge under most insurance plans. Please bring your 
insurance card. High dose vaccine available for seniors age 
65+. Please visit www.teaneckambulance.org for additional 
information and to sign up. 

 Rav Aharon Lopiansky will be Congregation Beth Aaron's 
Scholar-in-Residence for Shabbat Bereishit, October 1st-2nd.  
Rav Lopiansky is the Rosh ha-Yeshiva of Greater 
Washington, Tiferes Gedaliah. Rabbi Lopiansky learned for 
decades at the Mir Yerushalayim and follows the mesorah of 
his rebbeim ha-Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l, ha-Rav Nachum 
Partzovitz zt”l, and his father-in-law, ha-Rav Beinish Finkel 
zt”l (the late Rosh ha-Yeshiva of the Mir). His approach to 
learning was also deeply influenced by his long association as 
a close talmid of ha-Rav Moshe Shapiro zt”l.  Rabbi 
Lopiansky is a renowned speaker and the author of several 
Hebrew Seforim as well as the English-language books “Time 
Pieces, Golden Apples, Seed of Redemption” and the widely 
acclaimed “Orchos Chaim – Ben Torah for Life” published by 
Eshel Publications.  For sponsorship opportunities, email 
David Sheffey, davidsheffey@gmail.com or Josh Dubin, 
jedubin@gmail.com . 

 Join Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey for a Kosher 
Food Expo next month. Taste premier kosher food and wine 
from the tri-state area outside under the tents in the Gardens 
at Congregation Ahavath Torah on Monday, October 11, 2021. 
In coordination with Kosher Restaurant guru, Elan 
Kornblum. Chairs: Cheryl Lasher and Melissa Marans. VIP - 
$360 General Admission $72 For more information, please 
email Mindy Berman at mindyb@jfnnj.org or call 201-820-
3909. 

 Join YU High School for Boys (MTA) at our Open House on 
Motzei Shabbos, October 23rd, 8:15 pm to learn more about 
our warm, personalized, and inspiring approach to Torah, 
academic, and extra-curricular programs and to experience 
the unique energy and ruach that are unique to MTA. To 
RSVP, please visit yuhsb.org/openhouse. Questions? Contact 
Rabbi Yoni Stone at ystone@yuhsb.org or 646-994-0441.   

 RYNJ welcomes your family to join our family at our Open 
House on Sunday evening October 31st at 7:00 PM. 
Experience the warm environment created by our dynamic 
administration, dedicated faculty and involved parent body. 
Register at rynj.org.  For more information, please contact 
Mrs. Tamar Kahn, Director of Admissions, 
at tkahn@rynj.org or (201) 986-1414 ext. 338. 
 Teaneck/Bergenfield צדקה Committee  Our website 

www.tbtzedakah.org continues to be the best way to look 
up individual approvals. TBTzedakah has now reintroduced 
physical Teudot; each will have a tamper-proof raised seal 
with a unique barcode. If you have any questions contact our 
office at 201-343-5190 or email at TBTzedakah@gmail.com.  

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.teaneckmikvah.com/Appointment/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__links.mkt3536.com_ctt-3Fms-3DMzM2MzE1OTUS1-26kn-3D4-26r-3DMjMyNzU5MzQ1NTQxS0-26b-3D0-26j-3DMjAwNTM2MTM3NwS2-26mt-3D1-26rt-3D0&d=DwMFaQ&c=VTwaeXjOsAHot2hQQ0nozrBJwyviuCtydNuGwYGfYiI&r=-HHOss0Tr0Rm9B-FYx93rn7AkqU4Jw2QLsKrygg54dQ&m=eRZRQFPQABOtZHV_Kw9TpOiV53RFPXMzsQdyRgzYxQ0&s=zYwlArMPyvFU9J3IJiqCFFKTzePzz5-EQochjJ_MJRY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__links.mkt3536.com_ctt-3Fms-3DMzM2MzE1OTUS1-26kn-3D4-26r-3DMjMyNzU5MzQ1NTQxS0-26b-3D0-26j-3DMjAwNTM2MTM3NwS2-26mt-3D1-26rt-3D0&d=DwMFaQ&c=VTwaeXjOsAHot2hQQ0nozrBJwyviuCtydNuGwYGfYiI&r=-HHOss0Tr0Rm9B-FYx93rn7AkqU4Jw2QLsKrygg54dQ&m=eRZRQFPQABOtZHV_Kw9TpOiV53RFPXMzsQdyRgzYxQ0&s=zYwlArMPyvFU9J3IJiqCFFKTzePzz5-EQochjJ_MJRY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__links.mkt3536.com_ctt-3Fms-3DMzM2MzE1OTUS1-26kn-3D17-26r-3DMjMyNzU5MzQ1NTQxS0-26b-3D0-26j-3DMjAwNTM2MTM3NwS2-26mt-3D1-26rt-3D0&d=DwMFaQ&c=VTwaeXjOsAHot2hQQ0nozrBJwyviuCtydNuGwYGfYiI&r=-HHOss0Tr0Rm9B-FYx93rn7AkqU4Jw2QLsKrygg54dQ&m=eRZRQFPQABOtZHV_Kw9TpOiV53RFPXMzsQdyRgzYxQ0&s=LbSF1iXww2fRvVTPXGl7AwgsWOcY3PnMZmJjKEsIr74&e=
mailto:frandm@teachcoalition.org
mailto:redcrossblood.org
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mailto:ari.davis1@gmail.com
mailto:danlevyesq@gmail.com
https://myef.civicore.com/index.php?section=familyApplications&action=newApplication
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