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Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
Weekly Shabbat Announcements 

June 26-July 3, 2020 'י"א תמוז תש"פ-ד  

Shabbat Korach שבת קרח 

 

Shabbat Times זמני שבת 
 

A Message from Rabbi Pruzansky 
Candle Lighting 7:05, 7:35  

& 8:11 pm ת הדלקת נרות
ב

ש
ב 

ער
 

   And now, time to confess. 
    For the last few months, I have had the final 
words from T.S. Eliot’s poem “The Hollow Men” 
reverberating in my head, again and again: 
     This is the way the world ends 
    This is the way the world ends 
    This is the way the world ends 
    Not with a bang but a whimper. 
  Well, if not the world, then at least my tenure at 

Congregation Bnai Yeshurun. I certainly had plans for these last few 
months – things I wanted to say and do and accomplish. I certainly 
wanted to leave the shul on a secure footing for the future, its path set 
and its succession clear. Like many people, my life was also upended, 
not as drastically or painfully as others but still enough to be 
frustrated. This is not to complain as much as to acknowledge, as we 
should do more frequently, the unpredictability of life, how we 
struggle to seize some semblance of control over our lives but the 
Master of the Universe is the Prime Mover of all events. 
  During these last few months, my rabbinate changed dramatically, a 
byproduct of the world’s disruption. The shul closed, the davening 
went underground and then was privatized, shiurim continued 
through modern technology but somewhat impersonally, and above 
all, the human interactions that are such a cherished feature of the 
rabbinate disappeared. And this does not even take into account the 
effects of the plague – the death of dear friends and the illness and 
challenges of so many others. 
   The bang went bust and I was left with the whimper, or something 
like that. 
  And yet, I did have time to reflect on what was my life’s work for the 
last 26 years, especially the joys and privilege of serving as your mara 
d’atra. I am filled with a sense of gratitude to you for the opportunity 
and awestruck at how (cliché alert…) time really does pass quickly. If 
I said 18 months ago when I announced that Karen and I would be 
making aliya in July 2020 that “I would rather leave too soon than 
too late” I have come to realize that there is never a right time to leave 
such an inspiring environment, such a beautiful community and such 
caring, supportive, enthusiastic, and faithful congregants. There is 
never a “right” time – only the time that feels right to make aliya, seek 
new challenges and join the march of Jewish destiny in the land of 
Israel. 
  In this week’s הפטרה, the prophet שמואל, aggrieved that the people 
desired a king (which he took as an indictment of his leadership) 
exclaimed: י ְוֶאת־ ְחּתִ י ָלַק֗ י ַוֲח֧מֹור ִמ֣ ְחּתִ י ָלַק֜ י֗חֹו ֶאת־ׁשֹור׀ ִמ֨ ֶגד ֜ה' ְוֶנֶ֣גד ְמׁשִ י ֲע֣נּו ִבי ֶנ֨ ִהְנִנ֣

ֹו  ים ֵעיַנ֖י ּב֑ ֶפר ְוַאְעִל֥ י כֹ֔ ְחּתִ ֹוִתי ּוִמַּיד־ִמי ָלַק֣ י ַרּצ֔ י ֶאת־ִמ֣ ְקּתִ י ָעׁשַ֙ יב ָלֶכֽםִמ֤ ֖ ְוָאׁשִ  – “Here I 
am; testify about me in the presence of G-d and His anointed. Whose 
ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Whom have I robbed? 
Whom have I coerced?...And I shall return it to you.” 
  The people, of course, answered that אלשמו  was guiltless, never 
having taken anything from them. 
   It all seems rather pedestrian, even distressing. Is that the measure 
of leadership – that the leader doesn’t line his pockets at the expense 
of the people? 

    Continued on page 2 

Latest Shema 9:13 am סוף זמן ק"ש  

Zman Mincha 8:10 pm זמן מנחה  

Maariv & Kiddush Levana 9:16 pm  וקדוש לבנהמעריב   
  

CBY Board Update  

  As we sadly begin the sunset on Rabbi Pruzansky’s wonderful tenure 
at CBY (see Rabbi’s article & flyers on pages 10 & 11), we also have 
exciting developments to report on our search for the next Mara 
D’Atra. 
  As we reported to you in the end of April, given the unexpected 
interruption of the probah programming due to COVID-19, the 
Rabbinic Search Committee recommended to the Board of Directors 
that the probah process be adjourned until some semblance of normal 
shul life can be restored and to wait until our third candidate, Rabbi 
Zev Spitz, was able to come to Teaneck for his probah. That plan had 
been unanimously approved by the Board at its April 23 meeting, and 
presented to the membership at the May 20 Budget meeting.  
  As was shared with the membership earlier this week, Rabbi Spitz 
informed us last Friday that he was withdrawing his CBY candidacy 
in order to pursue another opportunity. We wish him much hatzlacha 
in this and all his future endeavors. 
  In light of this unexpected development, the Board of Directors met 
last night to discuss a roadmap forward.  
  After a presentation by the Search Committee co-chairs, Steven 
Becker and Saul Kaszovitz, a number of options were discussed, as 
Board members had many different opinions on how to help ensure 
the best possible future for Bnai Yeshurun.  
  Ultimately, the Board approved the motion recommended by Steven 
and Saul (and as was previously adopted earlier in the week by both 
the Search Committee and the Executive Board), which reads as 
follows:  

1) CBY will move forward with our two outstanding Rabbinic 
candidates (in alphabetical order), Rabbi Zev Goldberg and 
Rabbi Aaron Leibtag.  

2) In the coming weeks, we will set in place ways to reintroduce 
both Rabbi Goldberg (and Michal) and Rabbi Leibtag (and 
Ayelet) to our community.  

3) Following those opportunities, we will hold a membership 
vote to elect our new Mara D’atra.  That will be concluded no 
later than the start of the Yamim Noraim (September 18).  

4) In light of the delays experienced as a result of the pandemic, 
and in appreciation of the disruption of such a big move to 
family life, the Board committed in April to each of the 
candidates that the new Mara D’Atra will have the option to 
begin his tenure at CBY as early as immediately after the 
chagim or as late as the summer of 2021. That commitment 
was reaffirmed. 

  We thank everyone for their engagement and involvement in this 
exciting process, and look forward to ever more exciting 
developments in the days and weeks ahead.  Stay tuned for more 
details soon! 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
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June 26-July 3, 2020 'י"א תמוז תש"פ-ד  

Shabbat Korach שבת קרח 

Special Events  אירועים מיוחדים 

 Ufruf of Josh Steinreich taking place at the 9:00 am 
minyan in the New Main Shul. 

Mazal Tov  מזל טוב 

 Cara & Ron Aduculesi on the marriage of their daughter 
Lauren to Yehudah Rephen. 

 Naomi Belizon on the bar mitzvah of her grandson, Rafi, 
son of Elana & R’ Tavi Koslowe. 

 Roza & Norman Chideckel on the marriage of their son, 
Binyamin, to Arielle Evans. 

 Esti & Benyamin Kaminetzky on the ufruf and 
forthcoming marriage of their son, Zvi, to Leora Ciment. 

 Dahlia & Michael Rosen and Judith Rosen on the 
upcoming marriage of their daughter and granddaughter, 
Hannah, to Jamie Dekelbaum of Potomac, Maryland. 

 Lori & Stan Steinreich on the ufruf and forthcoming 
marriage of their son, Josh, to Raizy Worcman. 

Condolences  נחומים 

 Fran Rochwarger, on the loss of her beloved mother, 
Mimi Galler a”h. 

CBY Notes  

 Rabbi Pruzansky will give a shiur Shabbat afternoon in 
the parking lot between Mincha and Maariv. 

 CBY is in the midst of a Gala Fundraising campaign as the 
shul depends on your donations for cash flow and 
operations. To support CBY at this time please click 
HERE. 

 If you or someone you know requires any kind of 
assistance, whether errands, food delivery, or a listening 
ear, please contact office@bnaiyeshurun.org. 

Beis Medrash Committee 
 While the doors to our Beis Medrash are physically closed 

we have many Torah opportunities. Please see our chart on 
page 4 with all our online/phone learning options.  

 Mishna Yomit begins learning Masechet Tamid Tuesday, 
June 30. 

 Manny Freed z”l Parent Child Learning is back this 
Shabbat and sponsored by Henry & Mindy Orlinsky, in 
honor of the yahrzeit of Henry’s mother, Rochel Leah bat 
Chaim Asher HaKohen a”h. May her neshama have an 
aliyah.  
For details and raffle prize opportunities please see page 
12. 

 

 
 
 
 

R’ Pruzansky continued from page 1: 
It might be that such is a high level amongst the nations of the 
world, but among Jews? 
   I think שמואל was focusing on a particular aspect of 
leadership. One of the most fulfilling aspects of my rabbinate at 
CBY was turning all of us into consumers in the marketplace of 
ideas. It is a fertile intellectual and spiritual environment, one 
that enriched me immensely. It is not as common as one would 
think that a rabbi should be allowed to speak his mind freely. 
As many of you know, I have always found it as gratifying to 
speak to people who disagree with me as much as with people 
who agree with me. I never sought to force my donkey on 
someone who wasn’t ready to ride nor coerce someone to 
abandon a deeply held principle. Instead, I tried to cultivate a 
milieu, that I hope continues, in which ideas and values can be 
explored and debated – some to be embraced wholeheartedly, 
some to be rejected categorically, and others to be tweaked, 
fine-tuned and re-evaluated. Meat or milk is preferred 
to pareve; at least that is how I see it. 
  All this in addition to the remarkable men and women that 
comprise our membership, whose generosity, kindness, love of 
Israel, concern about others, and devotion to the shul are 
limitless. And I have enjoyed immensely the ladies with whom 
I’ve worked in the office lo these many years, the presidents, 
officers, directors and my rabbinical colleagues who have 
exhibited enormous dedication to making CBY one of the 
flagship institutions of Orthodoxy. 
  The world always seems dangerous, and now a little more than 
we have experienced in several decades. Our CBY Mens Club 
trips to Israel during some of the worst periods in recent history 
were among my most memorable experiences. They earned us 
a reputation for fearlessness but, more importantly, 
identification with the people and land of Israel from the river 
to the sea. I hope that continues as well. 
  We are moving out of our home this Wednesday and will 
bounce around for a few weeks. Our last Shabbat in Teaneck 
will be on July 18, and the flight to Israel departs on Monday, 
July 20. For all you have done over the years for Karen, our 
children and grandchildren and me, please know that you have 
our eternal gratitude and will always have a place in our hearts. 
This prolonged farewell has been difficult (it’s hard to leave 
behind our children and grandchildren here but pray they will 
join us soon) but made sweeter by your expressions of love and 
longing. I will always have for you the deepest respect and 
admiration and look forward to remaining in close contact. 
  We will be living at 23/1 Rechov Shlomzion Hamalca, Modiin 
7172790; feel free to write (who else will send us mail?) In the 
near term we can be reached here and in Israel at 201-359-
8820. More numbers to follow. I hope to see you all on return 
trips to America, on your visits to Israel and to welcome you 
when you also make Aliya. 
  Serving here as your rabbi for the last 26 years has been an 
unmitigated pleasure, the fulfillment of a dream. And now the 
next dream awaits. May כל  bless you all with the realization of  ה'

  Thank you again and Shabbat Shalom . משאלות לבכם לטובה
 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/gala-2020-campaign.html
mailto:office@bnaiyeshurun.org
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Mar For information on CBY outdoor minyanim please see email sent by Rabbi Pruzansky.  

 

CBY Tehillim Opportunity - A WhatsApp Group has been created dedicated to a refua shleima for all the cholim from our 
Shul and community (and of course all of Klal Yisrael). To join, click HERE. 
 

Once joined, it works as follows: just type in the number of the next tehillim that you will say immediately. You can sign up for a 
few in a row, but no need to get carried away as there's always the next person right behind you to say the next one. 
 

Ideally, all comments should be kept to a bare minimum to ensure this is really about the tehillim.  
Tizku L'Mitzvot and may all our cholim have a speedy refua shleima, be"h. 

 

Earliest tefillin – 4:19 am 
Latest Shema – 9:13 am 

Mincha Gedola – 1:38 pm 
Plag Mincha – 6:45 pm 

Sun. June 28 Mon. June 29 Tues. June 30 Wed. July 1 Thu. July 2 Fri. July 3 
 ז' תמוז  ו' תמוז 

 

תמוז ח'   ט' תמוז  

 

 י"א תמוז י' תמוז 

קי"ד  שבת דף היומי  קט"ו  שבת  קי"ז  שבת שבת קט"ז   ק"יח  שבת  ק"יט  שבת     

Tefilah Instructions from Rabbi Pruzansky 
 

   I am pleased to report that the indoor (and outdoor) minyanim worked out quite well last Shabbat, and thus it is important to stress 
that we have to remain even more vigilant each week in our social distancing and not let our guard down. Compliance in the shul was 
at a record level. We pray that each week we move a step closer to full recovery. For those who must or will remain at home (and for 
those davening in private minyanim) here are the davening procedures for this Shabbat. 
     Kabbalat Shabbat is as per usual. The "ברכה אחת מעין שבע" (including מגן אבות) that is usually omitted in irregular minyanim should be 
recited in the outdoor minyanim as they will last for at least a reasonable amount of time. If you start Shabbat early, please remember 
to recite שמע  after nightfall, this week after 9:00 PM. 
     Those at home should daven at the same time one ordinarily davens - 7:00, 8:30, 9:00 am, etc. - in order to underscore the 
connection to the ציבור  and maintain some semblance of communal prayer as well. Those davening in the private minyanim 
should…come on time. 
    Note that before reciting the שמע  when davening alone, the three words " ל מלך נאמן-א " are added. "ה' אלקיכם אמת" is not repeated at 
the end of שמע, as the שליח ציבור  in shul ordinarily does; ל מלך נאמן-א  takes its place to complete our count of 248 words in the שמע. Of 
course, ברכו ,קדיש  and קדושה  are not recited if there is no minyan. 
    The פסוקים  we recite before taking out the Torah (אין כמוך, etc.) can be recited; after all, they are בריך שמי' .פסוקים  is not recited without 
a minyan. One who can read the Torah from a Chumash with the trop should do so. If not, one can just read from a Chumash. This 
Shabbat’s Torah reading is  .קרח underscoring the dangers of arrogance, narcissism and envy – and all in the person of ,   קרח   פרשת 
The הפטרה   is taken from the book of שמואל, and, among other things, is a primer on leadership. 
אב  .is not recited at all, i.e., none of the three paragraphs, in the absence of the minyan (according to most opinions)   יקום פורקן       

יהללו, מזמור לדוד,  – we sing when returning the Torah can be sung as well  פסוקים is recited this Shabbat wherever you are. The הרחמים

 .תנ"ך from  פסוקים again, they are  -  ובנחה
    Daven מוסף. The שיר הכבוד  is not recited but of course the "שיר של יום," for שבת, is recited. Mincha follows the same format. צדקתך  is 
recited. Learning פרקי אבות is good for the soul. Daven מעריב  as well, with Say .ויתך לך and   ויהי נעם  .if the moon is cooperative  קידוש לבנה
    Spend even more time this Shabbat in Talmud Torah. Besides the personal benefit, it carries great merit for all. And certainly, one 
should say Tehillim and daven for a רפואה  for all and an end to this plague. 
     And why not remind everyone that there is a special fulfillment of  honoring Shabbat, that is accomplished through wearing , כבוד שבת
special שבת clothing? The whole שבת. Let’s leave the question of whether or not there can be special for שבת  T-shirts and shorts in the 
realm of the theoretical, and assume not, for argument’s sake. Even when davening alone, do wear jackets and ties even if not receiving 
a Kibud. But if davening in a private minyan, and one is uncomfortable in a tie or jacket, be sensible! We are not fanatics! You can even 
give עליות  to people without ties if they are nice.  But the  .should wear a jacket, if not finely-tailored suit  ש"ץ
       Shabbat Shalom to all! 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IRkyiDpQxAq66EMWOzvARs
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ONLINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES JUNE 28-JULY 3, 2020 
Daily  Short Vort WhatsApp Group - 

Inyanei D'Yoma from Rabbi 
Steven Pruzansky 

Sign up Here 

Throughout week Chizzuk WhatsApp Group from 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

Sign up Here 

Daily WhatsApp Group – Myth-
busters in Halacha with Rabbi 
Yosef Weinberger 

Sign up Here 

Sunday -7:00 am, 
M-F at 6:00 am & 
Motzei Shabbat at 
10:00 pm 

Daf Yomi with rotating magidei 
shiur 

https://zoom.us/j/99037398916 
Password: CBY 

Sunday–Thursday 
at 7:30 pm 

Mishna B'rurah Chavurah with 
Ari Wartelsky 

https://zoom.us/j/611771378 Password: cby 

Sunday at 9:00 am Hilchos Shabbos Shiur with 
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Sunday at 10:00 
am 

Kids Navi Shiur with Zev 
Halstuch 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9527480295 

Monday at 9:00 pm Women’s Tehillim Group with 
Randi Wartelsky 

https://zoom.us/j/671139519 Password: cby 

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 
at 7:30 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Tuesday at 8:30 
pm 

Navi Chavurah with Rabbi 
Jonathan Schachter 

https://zoom.us/j/563762421 

Tuesday at 9:00 
pm 

Gemara Iyun Shiur with Rabbi 
Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 
at 7:30 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Wednesday at 
10:00 am 

Women’s Shiur with Rabbi Ari 
Zahtz-Pirkei Avot  

https://zoom.us/j/562461957 Password: cby 

Wednesday at 1:30 
pm  

Senior "Lunch" & Learn with 
Rabbi Michael Taubes 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/7494189014  
Password: YSH  

Wednesday at 7:45 
pm  

Sefer Shmuel II, 14 with Rabbi 
Menachem Meier 

https://zoom.us/j/376058136 Password: cby 
Phone: 646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 376 058 136 

Wednesday at 9:15 
pm  

Halacha Shiur with Rabbi Zvi 
Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Thursday at 9:30 
pm  

Parsha & Halacha with Rabbi 
Michael Taubes 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/7494189014  
Password: YSH  

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 
at 7:30 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Friday at 8:30 am Minchas Chinuch Shiur with Eli 
Weber 

https://zoom.us/j/156897284 Password: cby 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HMnd3R9nUTNGArc3GVDd0t
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HtinFM0NV7ZCc26xYcwp60
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LDfEm7rOsl8Ik1Cc6ET1Co
https://zoom.us/j/99037398916
https://zoom.us/j/611771378
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9527480295
https://zoom.us/j/671139519
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://zoom.us/j/563762421
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://zoom.us/j/562461957
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/7494189014
https://zoom.us/j/376058136
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/7494189014
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://zoom.us/j/156897284
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A Message from Rabbi Ari Zahtz 
The classic explanation of חז”ל (as recorded in רש”י) to illustrate Korach's complaint against Moshe, seems 

incongruous with the simple meaning of the פסוקים. 
If a garment is made completely from תכלת does it still require the single strand of תכלת on the corner? If a house 
is filled with ספרי תורה containing the פרשה that's in the מזוזה, must the doorpost still have a מזוזה? In response to 
both, Moshe explains that it does not impact the halacha and Korach tried to latch onto this detail to highlight the 
absurdity of the halacha and therefore proves that Moshe is the illegitimate ruler. 

The פסוקים though focus on Korach contending that Moshe is usurping power and accuses him of nepotism in 
appointing his brother, Aaron, as כהן גדול. How do the arguments put forth by chazal serve to illustrate and garner support for Korach's 
point. 

The Arizal makes a very cryptic statement regarding Moshe and Korach. He says that if you take the גמטריא of the name Moshe and 
subtract הבל you're left with Korach. In numbers, that translates into 345 (the value of משה) minus 37 (the value of הבל) equals 308 
(the value of קרח). I do not normally spend much time pondering gematrios, but I heard a beautiful explanation of this idea of the 
Arizal in the name of Rav Tendler, that rings true even without the gematria, and certainly with it, seems to indicate the deeper idea 
that the Arizal was trying to convey. 

Who was הבל? At the beginning of ספר בראשית, Adam and Chava had two children, קין and הבל. Both קין and הבל realized there was 
a value in bringing a מנחה לה' , a gift, a sacrifice, to Hashem. קין worked the land and took from his fruit an offering to Hashem. 
Subsequently, הבל decided to do the same, but being a shepherd, he offered from his animals a sacrifice to Hashem. The Torah however 
tells us,  וישע ה׳ אל הבל ואל מנחתו, ואל קין ואל מנחתו לא שעה Hashem turned to, accepted, the offering of הבל, but not the offering of קין. 

And קין was furious, so furious that shortly after, he becomes the first murderer the world knows, he's guilty of fratricide, killing his 
brother הבל. 

Why in fact was the קרבן of הבל accepted, while that of קין was rejected? Seemingly, they both understood and appreciated the concept 
of bringing a קרבן and certainly one could understand that קין was the originator, it was his idea, and הבל learned from him! So why 
was that of הבל accepted and that of קין rejected? 
What's clear from the פסוקים and רש”י is that הבל brought his קרבן from the choicest of his animals, only the best would be given as a 
sacrifice. קין on the other hand brought inferior fruits and produce for his קרבן. That was the critical difference and resulted in the קרבן 

of הבל being accepted and not that of קין. 
However, if they both understood the importance and significance of offering a sacrifice, wherein lies the difference in their 

approach? Why was it clear to  הבל that the קרבן should come from the best items, while to קין that was not the case? 
It appears they had a fundamental difference in approach regarding the significance that needs to be paid to details. Regarding the big 
picture they both agreed, it's appropriate to offer the קרבן,  but that's all קין saw, “I'm bringing the קרבן”, so what difference does it 
really make if it's from the better produce or the inferior. While הבל understood that the attention given to details is important. Why? 
Because it shows you care, it shows it's important. 

Why do people spend time wrapping a gift so carefully and beautifully only to have it torn to shreds merely seconds after giving it? 
It shows you care, it's qualitatively a different gift. 
I've heard people ask, does it really make such a difference if I eat a whole כזית, or if it's a little less? Do you think G-d really cares? 
I think there are at least two critical answers. 

If you have an employee and you ask him to take care of something in a very precise way, perhaps to measure to a quarter of a 
centimeter, very precise, and he rounds it off, or eyeballs it, are you satisfied? No. Why? Because it doesn't fit,  it's part of something 
bigger and the details matter. In the spiritual world as well, we don't know how it works, but each מצוה is part of something larger and 
needs to fit. 

Perhaps even more fundamentally, it's not a question of whether G-d cares, however, He wants you to care. Caring about the details 
is an expression of importance; if it's important to you you'll put the effort in. When you make a שמחה you don't just tell the caterer to 
pick any tablecloth and the florist to randomly choose flowers- the details and caring about them are an expression of the significance 
of the occasion. G-d wants the mitzvos and all their details to be important and precious to us.              Continued on page 8 
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A Message from Rabbi Yosef Weinberger 
In today’s sedrah we encounter not one, not two, but three miraculous punishments. Korach, Dasam 

and Aviram were swallowed up by the earth; Korach’s 250 followers were consumed by a holy fire; and 
thousands of others were killed by a plague. One would think that by this point Hashem had thoroughly 
quashed any doubts raised by Korach. Yet, we find that there was still a need for one more miraculous 
display. For the grand finale, Hashem commanded Moshe to conduct a test with the staff of each  שבט 
leader. When Aharon’s staff was the only one which blossomed (with flowers and almonds) Bnei Yisrael 
were finally convinced of Moshe and Aharon’s special status.  

The question seems obvious. After everything Bnei Yisrael just witnessed, were they really more 
impressed by the miracle of Aharon’s staff than, say, the earth opening up? How could that be the trick that put their suspicions 
to rest? While it’s possible that the miracle of Aharon’s staff was simply the מכה בפטיש- the straw that broke the camel’s back- 
tipping the scales in favor of 'אמונה בה, it still seems so insignificant compared to the other miracles in this parsha alone.  
Rav Mordechai Druk (Darash Mordechai) suggests that as frightening and intimidating as the other miracles were, all they did was 
establish control. They did not inspire a change of heart. There are undoubtedly times when establishing control is necessary. In 
fact, many Mefarshim wonder why there was a need for 10 מכות. Couldn’t Hashem have simply struck the Egyptians with darkness 
and let Bnei Yisrael walk out? One reason was certainly to punish the Egyptians. But the true purpose was to establish G-d’s control 
and dominion over the world. This point is made explicitly in the pesukim: "למען תדע כי אני ה' בקרב הארץ", so that you know that 
I, Hashem, am in the midst of the land (Shemos 8:18) or "למען תדע כי לי ה' כל הארץ", so that you know that the entire earth is 
Hashem’s (Shemos 9:29)- as well as half a dozen other renditions of the same idea. G-d was letting everyone- Jew and Gentile- 
know that He was in control. 

Control is not the most inspiring of concepts, but it plays a necessary role. Parents obviously need to exhibit a certain level of 
control over their children- at least until they’re independent adults. A boss, teacher, rabbi, coach etc. who lacks control will never 
get anything accomplished. There is a time and place for power and enforcement- שופטים ושוטרים תתן לך בכל שערך"" , judges and 
officers you shall place in all of your cities (Devarim 16:18).  
But sheer power will usually yield obedience, not genuine change. Bnei Yisrael saw the Egyptians pummeled over and over again 
and yet the Midrash (Shemos Rabbah 23:2) says when Bnei Yisrael showed up to the Yam Suf, they still lacked 'יראת ה, fear of G-
d. How could that be- after seeing the hammer dropped on Mitzrayim on ten different occasions? It means that their יראה was 
lacking because they had only related to Hashem as the ultimate enforcer. So, now they experienced some plagues of their own. 
All of this caused them- forced them- to submit, but Hashem knew it would not touch their core. And so, He concluded the day 
with the miraculous blossoming staff. Its fruit and flowers represented growth and positivity. Bnei Yisrael needed a constructive 
message to latch onto and grow from. 

For this reason, R’ Mordechai Ilan (Mikdash Mordechai) suggests Hashem told Moshe to preserve Aharon’s staff as a 
safekeeping for future generations. Why not keep Moshe’s staff? It had been the conduit for countless miracles (and bear in mind, 
Moshe had not yet hit the rock with it)? Perhaps the reason was because Moshe’s staff was used to inflict a punishment upon the 
Egyptians- a necessary punishment, but a punishment none-the-less. Aharon’s staff was used as a means to create peace among a 
divisive nation through an encouraging sign.  

When it comes to our own growth, and that of our children and grandchildren, we also need to discover the constructive 
elements of our 'עבודת ה that speak to who we really are. I recently heard a certain Rabbi describing different speakers. There are 
some who speak to your mind and others who speak to your heart. There’s no hierarchy; just different styles. The former is 
intellectually captivating while the latter really knows how to tug on heart strings. There are some speakers who have even 
mastered both. But there is a third type: the one who speaks to your soul. Not just arousing certain emotions, but moving you to 
be someone better. And more than any speaker, the Torah was given to us to connect to our soul. Not through fear or control but 
through the true word of Hashem. We don’t need to see the earth swallow up our enemies to be inspired to be better people and 
better Jews. We have the Torah for that, so let’s make sure we take advantage.  
 

 
 

Please recite תהלים for all the cholim of this and other illnesses in our community and around the world. For a list of 
names, please see the shul’s daily email.  
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Graduate School: 

Nicole Berman YU Azrieli Graduate 
School of Jewish Education 

Helene Glickman & Matthew Federbush 
Northwell/Hofstra Medical School 

Emily Hoenig Cardozo School of Law 
Daniel Katz Touro Dental School 
Adam Kornmehl Temple University School 

of Medicine 
Moshe Lerer NYU 
Deena Mirwis Wurzweiler School of 

Social Work 
Gabriella Podolski La Salle University 
Dr. Maren Scharf Azrieli /YU 
Gila Sohn Levinson YU-Cardozo Law 

School 
Rikah Weissberg Montefiore 
 

Undergraduate 
Nicole Aranoff Stern College 
Jesse Arbisfeld Yeshiva University 
Shoshana Bach Queens College 
Aryeh Berman YU - Masmidim 
Esti Eckstein Sy Syms School of 

Business 
Sabrina Friedman Binghamton University 
Abraham Gellman Univ. of Maryland-

Robert H. Smith School of Business 
Dana Koenig Stern College 
Rachel Leiser Stern College 
Yehoshua Lerer Yeshiva University 
Gavriella Lerner Stern College 
Sophia Mirwis Queens College 
Rebecca Nussbaum Binghamton Univ. 
Dan Poleyeff Yeshiva University 
Hannah Rosen Stern College 
Shifi Shulman Stern College 
Jacob Tepler Yeshiva University 
Eve Tilem Binghamton University 
Talya Zuller Stern College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High School: 
Jason Aranoff Frisch 
Zachary Bach HAFTR 
Daniel Becker TABC 
Andrew Cohen MTA 
Jonathan Comet Frisch 
Melissa Dresner Frisch 
Tzvi Eisen MTA 
Talia Elkin Frisch 
Dovi Forman MTA 
Talia Gellman Frisch 
Charles Gibber TABC 
Ayelet Glaser Frisch 
Elie Goldberg MTA 
Shaya Goldberg MTA 
Lara Jacobowitz Frisch 
Daniel Jaffe TABC 
Ari Kaminetzky TABC 
Aryeh Katz Frisch 
Ilana Knoll Frisch 
Aryeh Levenbrown Talmudical Academy, 

Baltimore 
Ving Levy TABC 
Shaya Lieberman Frisch 
Dana Lissauer Frisch 
Bailey Lowy Frisch 
Yehuda Mirwis TABC 
Adam Nayowitz SAR Academy 
Avital Novogrodsky  Maayanot 
Shaya Novogrodsky  TABC 
Gavi Recht MTA 
David Reese TABC 
Brian Parness SAR 
Jake Rothenberg TABC 
Orlee Rosen Frisch 
Nili Scharf Frisch 
Racheli Schachter Frisch 
Danny Schwartz TABC 
Daniella Shlagbaum Maayanot 
Chani Shulman Manhattan HS for Girls 
Gavi Silver Frisch 
Uli Stechler Heichal Hatorah 
Talia Elkin Frisch 
Raimy Vogel Frisch 
DJ Wartelsky MTA 
Hadassa Zelig Maayanot 
Noam Zimerman Heichel Hatorah 
Avigayil Zupnik Bruriah 

Elementary School: 
Ezra Berkowitz Yavneh Academy 
Yaakov Beyda Yeshivat Noam 
Jeremy Brandwein Moriah 
Noah Brandwein   Moriah 
Jake Davidson Yeshivat HeAtid 
Sienna Dube Yavneh 
Basil Edelstein Yeshivat Noam 
Avi J. Friedman Yavneh Academy 
Daniella Fuchs Yavneh Academy 
Tamar Fuchs Yavneh Academy 
Ilana Gilad Yeshivat Noam 
Dani Grinfeld RYNJ 
David Grunstein Yavneh Academy 
Sarena Katz Ariel 
Yaacov Levenbrown Talmudical Academy, 
Baltimore 
Aaron Lieberman Yavneh 
Netanel Lipshitz Yeshivat Noam 
Judah Lowy Rosenbaum Yeshiva of 
North Jersey 
Joshua Markovitz Yavneh 
Sara Mirwis Yeshivat Noam 
Zvi Nagler Chofetz Chaim 
Ariel Wimpfheimer Yavneh Academy 
Avi Greenbaum YSV 
Avi Sebrow Yavneh Academy 
Lazar Stechler RYNJ 
Judah Vogel RYNJ 
Sam G Wartelsky Yeshivat Noam 
Shifra Zahtz RYNJ 
Tamar Zelig RYNJ 
 

Pre-School: 
Amalya Edelstein Nitzanei Noam 
Shmuel Tzvi Fried RYNJ 
Azi Grinfeld Nitzanei Noam 
Lily Hopkovitz RYNJ 
Alexis Moskowitz Yeshivat Heatid 
Shmuel Zahtz RYNJ 
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Virtual Youth Wing! 
 

Korach in “Hashtag” Form 
 

• Korach and his band of rebels decided that it wasn’t fair that Aharon was appointed to 
be the Kohen Gadol, shouldn’t everyone be the Kohen Gadol? #WeBeRebels 
#NawtFair #LikeSeriously #WeAllBeHoly #Word  

• They decided to stage an epic showdown, where Aharon, and the rebels, would offer Ketoret (incense) offerings to 
HaShem. Would HaShem accept the Ketoret of the rebels, or the Ketoret of Aharon? 
#ThingsAreAboutToGetInteresting #MayTheBestScentWin #EpicShowdown 
#WhatWereTheyThinking 

• Long story short, HaShem wasn’t too happy. Divine fire came down and made all of the rebels disappear, and 
according to many, Korach was then swallowed up by the earth. #HelloDownThere #Oy #MagmaFried 
#ComfyCozy #SinceTheBeginningOfTime 

• The people were a little upset about what just happened, so they complained to Moshe …Again… So HaShem sent 
a plague, which Aharon then stopped with his own Ketoret. #HereWeGoAgain #AharonToTheRescue 
#SavinLives  

• But how do we really know that Aharon is HaShem’s true Kohen? The people decided to put it to the test. Every 
tribe placed a staff in the Kodesh Kadashim overnight. Aharon/Levi’s staff emerged with delicious almonds and 
flowers. #Alakazam! #AlmondmilkIsVeryYummy #TzadikKaTamarYifrachSofeiTeivotKorach 

• We then learn about the Leviim. They guard the Mikdash, get some rad gifts, yet get no portion in Eretz Yisroel. 
#LuvDemLevites  

****************************** 
Fun Facts 

1. Did you know that the earth’s inner core is almost the size of the moon? The Earth's inner core is surprisingly 
large, measuring 2,440 km (1,516 miles) across.  

2. Did you know that the Rambam says that we can all become like the Leviim? The Leviim dedicated their lives to 
learning and teaching Torah, we can all do the same (Hilchot Shemita v’Yovel 13:13).  

3. Many of the Leviim lived in the various Arei Miklat.  
 

 
R’ Zahtz’s Message- continued from page 5 

This was at the core of the questions Korach asked Moshe. He understood and agreed with the big picture, but the details didn't concern 
him, he thought Moshe was too hung up on unimportant minutia of law; if a whole טלית is תכלת, of course it doesn't need a string of 
 from the corner. And that was directly reflected in his complaint of Moshe usurping power. From the big picture perspective, we תכלת
don't need a Moshe, כל העדה כולם ,קדושים everyone can attain closeness to Hashem, but he was missing a key component that G-d 
wants of us, it's about a relationship.  
The importance of the relationship and how we relate to the details is an example of what can certainly differentiate people, we are all 
holy people, but not exactly the same. There is room for a leader to look up to. Korach was a great person, had learned a lot and could 
have achieved even more, however what he was missing was this aspect of הבל that Moshe possessed, Hashem wants us to be concerned 
with the details, because it's in the details that we express our total commitment and allegiance to the Torah and Hashem. 
And that is what the Arizal meant if you subtract הבל from Moshe- yes numerically, but certainly ideologically as well- then you are left 
with Korach, a tremendous potential, someone who can see the big picture, but doesn't understand and appreciate the importance of the 
details. 
How we approach davening or Shabbos in dress or attitude or any of the other details of the מצוות we engage in, is not just details, it 
expresses the place it occupies in our lives. That is the lesson the Korach missed and that we have the opportunity to learn from Moshe. 
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Please register for a time slot and sign the waiver by clicking here. We look forward to seeing you! 
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We are excited to announce that CBY’s incredible Manny 
Freed z”l Parent Child Learning program will be temporarily 
relocating from our Beit Midrash, to your own homes! It has 
hereby been dubbed- “Manny Freed z”l PCL To-Go!” 
 

This week has been graciously sponsored by Henry and Mindy 
Orlinsky, in honor of the yahrzeit of Henry’s mother, Rochel 
Leah bat Chaim Asher HaKohen a”h. May her neshama have 
an aliyah.  
 

Here is how it works: 
 

1. Parents should learn for 30 minutes, or more, on Shabbat 
afternoon with their children. Each additional 30 minute PCL 
learning slot on Shabbat afternoon will earn you another 
ticket! [In the future, we will IY”H be sending links to various 
articles and other learning opportunities.] 
 

2. Each parent and child chavruta should fill out the following 
google doc on Motzei Shabbat indicating that they 
participated.  
 

3. Each child will be entered into a raffle for awesome prizes 
that will be picked on Sunday morning. Prizes will be delivered 
to your homes!! 
 

Together, let’s make Shabbat AMAZING, and fill our homes 
with the joyous song of Torah! 

 
 
 

Contact Us 
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky, Rabbi-rabbi@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz, Associate Rabbi 

rabbizahtz@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Yosef Weinberger, Assistant Rabbi 

rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Elysia Stein, Executive Director office@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rivka and Yehoshua Szafranski, Youth Directors 

youth@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Jonathan Schachter, Teen Programming 
rabbischachter@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Executive Committee executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Ethan Keiser, President president@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Steven Becker, First Vice President 
Doron Katz, Second Vice President 
Jennifer Miller, Third Vice President 
Andrew Berkowitz, Treasurer 
Saul Kaszovitz, Assistant Treasurer 
Esti Kaminetzky, Secretary 
Chaim Kiss, Gabbai Rishon gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1YQfU9gdosMdYcm-ImSQ-NhAbN99cuOAcgTBFZKeSik4/viewform?edit_requested=true
mailto:rabbi@bnaiyeshurun.org
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mailto:rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:office@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org
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Community Announcements 
 The Teaneck Keylim Mikvah will be reopening on Monday 

June 22, by APPOINTMENT ONLY.  In order to comply 
with social distancing, there is a new system in place.  
Please visit the mikvah website teaneckmikvah.com for 
details and to make an appointment. 

 Teaneck Mikvah - Usage is BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. No 
walk ins accepted at this time.  The appointment system 
closes daily 4 hours before opening. Please plan 
accordingly. To book your appointment please visit 
www.teaneckmikvah.com/Appointment/default.asp.  

 Join Netivot Shalom on June 30th at 8:30 pm for a 
Communal Conversation on Racial Justice featuring 
award-winning filmmaker Marco Williams on his film: 
BANISHED Moderated by Paula Eiselt, Director/Producer 
of award-winning documentary 93queen over Zoom. Please 
register to receive Zoom link. About the film: From 1864 
well into the 1920s, in dozens of towns and counties, white 
Americans drove out entire African American 
communities. Many of these towns remain all white to this 
day. BANISHED brings to light this hidden chapter of 
America's history, telling these dramatic stories for the first 
time. Most of the film takes place today - investigating the 
ongoing impact of the expulsions on families and 
communities, Black and White. The film asks us to 
consider our responsibility for past wrongs and our role in 
righting them. Through the stories of three communities, 
BANISHED asks the difficult question: What can be done 
to redress past injustice? About Marco Williams: Marco 
Williams is an award- winning filmmaker. He has been 
nominated three times for the Sundance Film Festival 
grand jury prize. His film awards include Guggenheim 
Fellowship, a George Foster Peabody Award, and many 
more. Williams received a B.A. from Harvard University in 
Visual and Environmental Studies. He received a Master of 
Arts degree from UCLA in Afro-Studies, and a Master of 
Fine Arts from UCLA's Producer's Program. He is a 
Professor at the Northwestern University and Professor in 
Residence at Northwestern University in Qatar. 

 Sunday, July 19th, 8:30pm- 8th Annual Yoetzet Initiative 
Event-“You, Me and We: Cultivating Intimacy.” Register at 
https;//www.rinat.org/yoetzet-halacha-event. Upon 
registration, you will receive a link to the event. 

 COVID-19 has effected every aspect of life as we know it. 
We are here as a resource for you during these trying 
times! CareOne at Teaneck is offering our services to you. 
We will gladly deliver glatt kosher, Cholov Yisroel and Pas 
Yisroel meals to all seniors who need. If plans change or 
aids cancel, we have respite service available for you. 

 Shopping Angels is a program designed to provide services 
to those populations deemed especially at-risk for the novel 
COVID-19 virus. To help ease the uncertainty, anxiety, and 

fear surrounding this pandemic, we are volunteering our 
time to personally deliver groceries or other shopping 
necessities to those who may prefer to stay within the 
safety of their own home at no additional cost. This 
program is entirely volunteer-based – we do not ask for gas 
money, tips, or delivery fees! To request service or to 
volunteer please visit www.shoppingangelsglobal.org. We 
are especially in need of shopping volunteers in 
the Jewish community and ask those able to do so, 
to sign up! 

 JScreen is a non-profit initiative providing easy, affordable, 
at-home testing on saliva for over 200 genetic diseases, 
including those most common in people with Ashkenazi, 
Sephardi, and Mizrahi backgrounds. To learn more visit 
www.JScreen.org. 

 We hope everyone is staying inside and staying healthy. As 
you can imagine the Teaneck Volunteer Ambulance has 
been extremely busy with the large amount of COVID19 
patients in our community. We are hoping you can help us 
by going to our website at: 
www.teaneckambulance.org/covid19.html. Thank you and 
stay healthy 

 Kosher Experience/Madison caterers is proud to present 
our new Shabbos Take Out Menu. We offer Shabbos 
Specials as well as a full menu of items. Please order thru 
our website Kosherexperience.net Orders must be in by 
Noon on Thursdays, deliveries will be made on Thursday 
Evening and Friday Morning. 

 Feldenkrais Awareness Through Movement free zoom 
lessons continue M-F 11:30-12:30 PM Classes are open for 
teens through seniors for improving posture, coordination 
and balance. Tuesday’s classes will take place in chairs. 
Other classes take place on the floor. Call with questions 
Joyce Bendavid OTR GCFP 201-759-4222. Topic: Joyce 
Bendavid's Zoom Meeting. Join 
Zoom:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5864270795?pwd=Z0V
paVRkaDNMTzFjeGEvVHltOTFBQT09. Meeting ID: 586 
427 0795  Password: 337785 One tap mobile 
+16465588656, 5864270795#,1#,337785# US (New York) 

 Areyvut would like to share this resource with our 
community:  Kindness Club https://bit.ly/KC42020. It is a 
great resource for parents, educators and those that serve 
senior citizens. 

 Nate Geller, longtime Teaneck resident and Jewish 
communal professional, is in need of a life-saving blood 
stem cell donation. In the midst of the pandemic, he was 
diagnosed with cancer, acute lymphoblastic leukemia 
(ALL), and has since started treatment. Thankfully, he 
seems to be responding to the treatment, but the best way 
to cure his cancer is to receive a marrow donation. If you 
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are between the ages of 18-44, you are the perfect 
candidate to be a blood stem cell donor, and it is free to do. 
If you are between the ages of 45-60, you can also join the 
registry but you will be asked to make a $100 donation to 
cover the cost of the test. All you need to do is click here, fill 
out the info form, and Be The Match will send you a swab 
to return to them in the mail. You can also text “Hesed” to 
61474 to register. This link and code will allow the Geller 
Family to track (anonymously) how many people register 
and send in a swab in honor of Nate. The Geller family is 
performing their own act of hesed in honor of those who 
help expand the registry. For every swab sent in to Be the 
Match using this link and the text code “Hesed” to 61474, 
the Geller Family will donate $5 to the Equal Justice 
Initiative. We hope you will join the registry and help to 
spread this message. Register at: 
http://Join.BeTheMatch.org/Hesed Or Text: "Hesed" to 
61474. 

 Subscribe to BergenShulsTogether.com updates at 
https://www.bergenshulstogether.com/contact.  
Give us a hand and start making a difference 
https://www.bergenshulstogether.com/helpus 
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