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Shabbat Times זמני שבת 
 

A Message from Rabbi Pruzansky 
Candle Lighting 7:05, 7:35  

& 8:10 pm ת הדלקת נרות
ב

ש
ב 

ער
 

   No one really knows how many Jews are alive 
today in the world. We are truly “uncountable 
like the stars in the heavens.” The most divisive 
issue and what makes the matter so complex is 
ascertaining who is a Jew – a Jew according to 
halacha, a Jew according to identification or a 
Jew according to blood. There are probably 
many tens of millions of Ancestry.com Jews 
across the globe, people who have some Jewish 

blood in them. Halachic Jews? Perhaps a dozen million, give or take. 
     What is especially momentous is that for the first time since 
before the destruction of the first  בית המקדש, a majority of the 
world’s Jews (probably)  live today in the land of Israel. That is an 
historical anomaly, which begs the question: what took us so long? If 
the whole narrative of the Torah is 'ה‘s creation of a nation to whom 
He would give His Torah and establish them in His chosen land of 
Israel, then how is it that we went a good 26 centuries or so with 
most Jews dwelling outside  ארץ  ישראל  ? Especially when we 
consider that   ספרי דברים  ) ישיבת ארץ ישראל שקולה כנגד כל המצוות

 dwelling in the land of Israel is the equivalent of all the“ ,(פרשת ראה
other commandments.” 
  For sure, our problems started with the מרגלים in this week’s סדרה, 
“scorning the desirable land” (Tehillim 106:24) and setting an 
unenviable pattern for the ensuing 33 centuries. Whether it was 
after the Babylonian exile, the Spanish exile, the Holocaust or 
sundry other catastrophes in Jewish history, the land of Israel was 
always considered the refuge of last resort. 
  Just the other day, an aggrieved Haredi New Yorker from Brooklyn, 
sick and tired of what he claimed was the disrespect and 
mistreatment of Haredim by New York officials (breaking up a 
crowd of 100 Jews at a funeral and closing summer camps and parks 
– but permitting thousands at a protest – seemed to be the last 
straw) urged, in Vosisneias.com, the following: “Let’s pack ourselves 
and our businesses up and exit NY as soon as possible. We can move 
any place in America where entrepreneurs are appreciated and 
religious freedom is celebrated. I don’t know maybe some exotic 
place like Florida or Texas. Let’s domicile our businesses and 
residences in those states and bring all our tax revenues along.” 
  Whatever his politics are, I was actually astounded that Israel was 
not even an option. How can it be? What did the מרגלים unleash in 
the Jewish DNA that the land that is referred to in ברכת המזון 
(recited frequently by all Jews who eat bread) as   ארץ חמדה טובה

 granted to ה' the desirable, goodly and expansive land that ,ורחבה
our forefathers, is not even on the radar of Jews who are 
understandably  distressed about a multitude of events in this 
troubled exile? 
      A complete answer would require a book, but consider this as 
food for thought. Perhaps the מרגלים feared the holiness of the land 
might be a bit too much for them; living in the King’s palace can be  

Continued on page 2 

Latest Shema 9:11 am  זמן ק"שסוף   

Zman Mincha 8:10 pm זמן מנחה  

Maariv  9:16 pm  מעריב  
  

Saying Goodbye - Join Us Next Shabbat!  

 
 
Please register for a time slot and sign the waiver by clicking here. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/pruzansky-shabbat-goodbye.html
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/pruzansky-shabbat-goodbye.html
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Mazal Tov  טוב מזל  

 Alissa & Baruch Colton on the ufruf & forthcoming 
marriage of their son, Yehuda, to Yael Itskowitz. 

 Rochel & Alan Feld and Marsha & Seymour Kaye on the 
engagement of their daughter and granddaughter, Ashira, 
to Eli Senter of Teaneck, NJ. 

 Regina & Michael Koenig on the bat mitzvah of their 
granddaughter, Mikaela, daughter of Taly & Jason Koenig. 

 Gilla & Yitz Stern and Gina Frommer on the birth of a 
grandson and great-grandson, a son to Tamara & Isaac 
Rice. 

CBY Notes  

 The next Rav Soloveitchik Chavurah will be held on 
Monday night, June 22nd at 7:30 pm on Zoom. See the 
flyer below for details. 

 Celebrate CBY Graduates!We are 
proud of the CBY graduates every 
year, but recognize this year has 
limited many public celebrations, 
including our own Men’s Club 
Graduation Kiddush. We would 
like to celebrate all CBY 
graduates with a special listing in the June 26th Shabbat 
Bulletin. To have your graduate listed please sign up 
HERE, by Wednesday, June 24th. Mazal Tov! 

 Rabbi Pruzansky will give a shiur Shabbat afternoon in 
the parking lot between Mincha and Maariv. 

 CBY is in the midst of a Gala Fundraising campaign as the 
shul depends on your donations for cash flow and 
operations. To support CBY at this time please click 
HERE. 

 If you or someone you know requires any kind of 
assistance, whether errands, food delivery, or a listening 
ear, please contact office@bnaiyeshurun.org. 

Beis Medrash Committee 
 While the doors to our Beis Medrash are physically closed 

we have many Torah opportunities. Please see our chart on 
page 4 with all our online/phone learning options.  

 Please note that Mishnah Yomit is now learning Masechet 
Me’ilah. 

 
 
This week's bulletin is sponsored by Charles Levine, in 
memory of the five founding families of Bnai 
Yeshurun: Manischewitz, Grundman, Kopitnikoff, 
Landau, and Braverman on the occasion of Bnai 
Yeshurun’s 62nd anniversary. 
 
 

R’ Pruzansky continued from page 1: 
overwhelming. The exile is a temporary escape from 'ה‘s 
presence, or so people sometimes thought, and think. Perhaps 
they had grown too contented with the wilderness existence, 
in which food and water were hand-delivered daily and they 
spent their time learning Torah with משה. It is easy to get used 
to that. They preferred the comforts of the wilderness to the 
challenges of building and sustaining a nation. 
   Perhaps maintaining even an irksome status quo is simpler 
than embarking on a new endeavor, a new life – with all the 
changes that implies. People often assume that what is, is, and 
will always be – until it is not. And that has been a recurring 
mistake in Jewish history. 
   There are few sins as paradigmatic as that of the מרגלים. We 
remember it most vividly every year on  תשעה באב - the tragic 
date on which their sin occurred, and long set aside as the day 
for national punishment. Yet, if more Jews live today in Israel 
than in any other place in the world, that itself is a sign that 
the tide is turning, that history is changing course, that the 
sins of the past are being rectified, and that a new era is 
dawning. 
      May we all have the opportunity to partake of that new 
world, the fulfillment of the destiny of the Jewish people. 
     Shabbat Shalom!,  

 
 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/form/cby-graduates-2020.html
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/gala-2020-campaign.html
mailto:office@bnaiyeshurun.org
http://www.theidearoom.net/2014/05/graduation-gift-pinterest-party.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Mar For information on CBY outdoor minyanim please see email sent by Rabbi Pruzansky.  

 
CBY Tehillim Opportunity - A WhatsApp Group has been created dedicated to a refua shleima for all the cholim from our 
Shul and community (and of course all of Klal Yisrael). To join, click HERE. 
 

Once joined, it works as follows: just type in the number of the next tehillim that you will say immediately. You can sign up for a 
few in a row, but no need to get carried away as there's always the next person right behind you to say the next one. 
 

Ideally, all comments should be kept to a bare minimum to ensure this is really about the tehillim.  
Tizku L'Mitzvot and may all our cholim have a speedy refua shleima, be"h. 

  

 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Earliest tefillin – 4:15 am 
Latest Shema – 9:10 am 

Mincha Gedola – 1:35 pm 
Plag Mincha – 6:45 pm 

Sun. June 21 Mon. June 22 Tues. June 23 Wed. June 24 Thu. June 25 Fri. June. 26  
סיון  טכ" סיון ל'    

 ראש חודש 

 א' תמוז 

 ראש חודש 

 ב' תמוז 

 

  ד' תמוז  ג' תמוז 

"ז ק שבת דף היומי  ח ק" שבת  ט ק" שבת  י ק"  שבת  יא ק"  שבת  יב ק" שבת      

Tefilah Instructions from Rabbi Pruzansky 
 

Our minyanim  are working out quite well, and each week we move a step closer to full recovery. Nonetheless, for those who must or 
will remain at home (and for those davening in private minyanim) here are the davening procedures for this Shabbat. 
     Kabbalat Shabbat is as per usual. The "ברכה אחת מעין שבע" (including מגן אבות) that is usually omitted in irregular minyanim should 
be recited in the outdoor minyanim as they will last for at least a reasonable amount of time. If you start Shabbat early, please 
remember to recite שמע  after nightfall, this week after 9:00 PM. 
     Those at home should daven at the same time one ordinarily davens - 7:00, 8:30, 9:00 am, etc. - in order to underscore the 
connection to the ציבור  and maintain some semblance of communal prayer as well. Those davening in the private minyanim 
should…come on time. 
    Note that before reciting the שמע  when davening alone, the three words " ל מלך נאמן-א " are added. "ה' אלקיכם אמת" is not repeated at 
the end of שמע, as the שליח ציבור  in shul ordinarily does; ל מלך נאמן-א  takes its place to complete our count of 248 words in the שמע. Of 
course, ברכו ,קדיש  and קדושה  are not recited if there is no minyan. 
    The פסוקים  we recite before taking out the Torah (אין כמוך, etc.) can be recited; after all, they are בריך שמי' .פסוקים  is not recited 
without a minyan. One who can read the Torah from a Chumash with the trop should do so. If not, one can just read from a 
Chumash. This Shabbat’s Torah reading is  .featuring one of the most fateful sins in Jewish history, the debacle of the spies , פרשת  שלח 
The הפטרה   is Chapter Two from the book of יהושע, the successful mission of יהושע’s spies. 
 .is not recited at all, i.e., none of the three paragraphs, in the absence of the minyan (according to most opinions)   יקום פורקן       
We bentch Rosh Chodesh Tammuz this Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh coming on Monday and Tuesday. The מולד   is early Sunday morning, 
26 minutes and 14 חלקים after 12:00 midnight, Jerusalem Sundial Time. אב הרחמים  is not recited this Shabbat wherever you 
are. The פסוקים  we sing when returning the Torah can be sung as well –  ,ובנחהיהללו, מזמור לדוד  -  again, they are פסוקים  from תנ"ך. 
    Daven מוסף. The שיר הכבוד  is not recited but of course the "שיר של יום," for שבת, is recited. Mincha follows the same format. צדקתך  is 
recited. Learning פרקי אבות is good for the soul. Daven מעריב  as well, with  .ויתך לך and   ויהי נעם
    Spend even more time this Shabbat in Talmud Torah. Besides the personal benefit, it carries great merit for all. And certainly, one 
should say Tehillim and daven for a רפואה  for all and an end to this plague. This Shabbat celebrates CBY’s anniversary, 62 years since 
its founding, and I begin my 36th year in the Rabbinate. 
     Celebrate both by dressing properly for Shabbat, and even when davening alone, wearing jackets and ties even if we are not 
receiving a Kibud. But if davening in a private minyan, and one is uncomfortable in a tie or jacket, be sensible! We are not fanatics! 
You can even give עליות  to people without ties if they are nice.  But the  .should wear a jacket, if not finely-tailored suit  ש"ץ
      Shabbat Shalom and Chodesh Tov to all!   

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IRkyiDpQxAq66EMWOzvARs
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ONLINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES JUNE 21-26, 2020 
Daily  Short Vort WhatsApp Group - 

Inyanei D'Yoma from Rabbi 
Steven Pruzansky 

Sign up Here 

Throughout week Chizzuk WhatsApp Group from 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

Sign up Here 

Daily WhatsApp Group – Myth-
busters in Halacha with Rabbi 
Yosef Weinberger 

Sign up Here 

Sunday -7:00 am, 
M-F at 6:00 am & 
Motzei Shabbat at 
10:00 pm 

Daf Yomi with rotating magidei 
shiur 

https://zoom.us/j/99037398916 
Password: CBY 

Sunday–Thursday 
at 7:30 pm 

Mishna B'rurah Chavurah with 
Ari Wartelsky 

https://zoom.us/j/611771378 Password: cby 

Sunday at 9:00 am Hilchos Shabbos Shiur with 
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Sunday at 10:00 
am 

Kids Navi Shiur with Zev 
Halstuch 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9527480295 

Monday at 9:00 pm Women’s Tehillim Group with 
Randi Wartelsky 

https://zoom.us/j/671139519 Password: cby 

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 
at 7:30 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Tuesday at 8:30 
pm 

Navi Chavurah with Rabbi 
Jonathan Schachter 

https://zoom.us/j/563762421 

Tuesday at 9:00 
pm 

Gemara Iyun Shiur with Rabbi 
Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 
at 7:30 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Wednesday at 
10:00 am 

Women’s Shiur with Rabbi Ari 
Zahtz-Pirkei Avot  

https://zoom.us/j/562461957 Password: cby 

Wednesday at 1:30 
pm  

Senior "Lunch" & Learn with 
Rabbi Michael Taubes 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/7494189014  
Password: YSH  

Wednesday at 7:45 
pm  

Sefer Shmuel II, 6 with Rabbi 
Menachem Meier 

https://zoom.us/j/376058136 Password: cby 
Phone: 646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 376 058 136 

Wednesday at 7:16 
pm 

Tzurva M’Rabanan with Rabbi 
Steven Pruzansky 

https://zoom.us/j/292848755 

Wednesday at 9:15 
pm  

Halacha Shiur with Rabbi Zvi 
Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Thursday at 8:30 
pm  

Shiur with Rav Moshe Tzvi 
Weinberg 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/2018032749  

Thursday at 9:30 
pm  

Parsha & Halacha with Rabbi 
Michael Taubes 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/7494189014  
Password: YSH  

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 
at 7:30 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562 

Friday at 8:30 am Minchas Chinuch Shiur with Eli 
Weber 

https://zoom.us/j/156897284 Password: cby 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HMnd3R9nUTNGArc3GVDd0t
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HtinFM0NV7ZCc26xYcwp60
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LDfEm7rOsl8Ik1Cc6ET1Co
https://zoom.us/j/99037398916
https://zoom.us/j/611771378
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9527480295
https://zoom.us/j/671139519
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://zoom.us/j/563762421
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://zoom.us/j/562461957
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/7494189014
https://zoom.us/j/376058136
https://zoom.us/j/292848755
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/2018032749
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/7494189014
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/8097026562
https://zoom.us/j/156897284
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A Message from Rabbi Ari Zahtz 
The episode of the מרגלים, the spies,  is perhaps one of the most famous in the  Torah.  The description of them 
being sent, the giants with giant fruits they encountered, and their return and sin make for a riveting storyline. 
And it’s a storyline whose result changed the course of the trip from Egypt to the land of Israel. 
They additionally reported that giants lived there.  But what were they scared of?  They traveled with constant 
miracles from Hashem!  The clouds paved the way and protected them from everything, they ate מן, did they 
really think that G-d wouldn’t be able to take care of some giants?  All miraculous things that defy nature G-d can 
do but fighting giants no?!   
They added  ארץ אוכלת יושביה היא, it’s a land that consumes its inhabitants, what does that mean?  Was there 

something wrong with the air?  Was disease rampant?  Did they really believe that more people died there than anywhere else? 
What were they trying to convey with the giant fruits and their other arguments? 
It seems that they were trying to show that everything in ארץ ישראל is BIG- the nature of ארץ ישראל is such that it produces things 
that are big, whether it be people or fruit.  Therefore, the land is only compatible with things that are big, but us as the מרגלים themselves 
said, we are just grasshoppers, we’re small, and therefore we’re incompatible with the land. 
What happens if you’re incompatible with the land?  ארץ אוכלת יושביה היא, the land consumes you, not everybody dies there, it’s not 
something in the air, but all the people we saw were אנשי מדות, the smaller, regular people can’t last, only the giants, because that’s the 
nature of the land, only huge things are compatible. 
And the truth is that they were right.  As the רמב”ן comments this really is what they saw and they were correct that the nature of ארץ 

  .is that everything grows big ישראל
So, what was their mistake?  Shouldn’t they be scared to live there?  Why should they aspire to go to a place that is completely 
incompatible with them?  Even if G-d can help them conquer it, what is the point of going to a land that is incompatible with the Jewish 
people?! 
Tucked away in all of those details, the בעל הטורים cites one מדרש that seems almost comical.  When the spies reached the land of 
Israel, they spotted a giant who was sitting and eating a pomegranate, a רמון.  When he finished, he took the shell and threw it to the 
ground and the מדרש concludes that it was so large that the 12 spies sought shelter in that hollowed out pomegranate shell. 
While this is certainly a fascinating story,  the  מדרשים are taught to reveal a lesson to us. What lesson were chazal conveying to us by 
relating this story?  There were many details of the trip that would probably make for an interesting journal or book, but aren’t included, 
why this one? 
Our community recently suffered the loss of one of its great leaders and thinkers with the passing of the Rosh HaYeshiva of RIETS and 
chancellor of Yeshiva University, Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm. Although, I had several opportunities to meet Rabbi Lamm over the years 
in person, including my final exam before receiving my semicha, reading his sermons left an even more indelible imprint on me. The 
breadth of topics, beauty of language and creative genius were truly inspiring.  
One of my favorite דרשות of Rabbi Lamm was delivered in 1952 on פרשת שלח and addressed this very מדרש cited by the בעל הטורים in 
a most novel way. I believe his idea sheds light on the issue we raised. How did it happen that these צדיקים, twelve princes of Israel 
returned with such a gloomy, pessimistic, scathing report?  What caused this change? Rabbi Lamm suggested that חז”ל are teaching 
us it was this event, a giant throwing his hollowed-out pomegranate shell and the spies seeking shelter in it that was the moment of 
change. 
How? At that very moment, they lost all “self-respect”.  The nations of the world have much to offer us, but when we reach the point 
where what we accept from them is just the hollow shell, without the sweet fruit, without the pulp in it, we’re taking their garbage, 
literally, we’ve sold ourselves out.  Twelve princes of Israel seeking shelter in a secondhand pomegranate shell!  What a shame and a 
disgrace!  What a self-debasement! 
This unfortunately has been the lot of the Jew in golus, accepting whatever the nonjews offer without self-respect.  Whether it be 
strange ideologies or a certain place in society, we become passive and at times even excited to take part in something that comes from 
the outside. 
The message conveyed by chazal is that if you want to leave golus, if you want to conquer and settle the land of Israel, you can’t dance 
to someone else’s tune.  You need self-respect and Jewish pride. 

Continued on page 10 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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A Message from Rabbi Yosef Weinberger 
 This Shabbos we will read the final paragraph of קריאת שמע, otherwise known as the Parsha of 
 :Chazal, as well as the Mefarshim, picked up on a redundancy in the final pasuk of this section .ציצית

"אני ה' אלקיכם אשר הוצאתי אתכם מארץ מצרים להיות לכם לאלקים, אני ה' אלקיכם" , I am Hashem your G-d 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your G-d; I am Hashem your G-d. Why does the 
pasuk begin and end with the same phrase,  אני ה' אלקיכם"" ?  
 Rav Shimon Schwalb, z”l, suggests (based on the מרא מנחות מד. ) that this is a reference to the 
two different manners in which Hashem relates to us: either through open miracles and divine 

providence or through the natural order and הסתר פנים. Inasmuch as עשמ  is the ultimate form of בלת עול מלכות שמיםק  (accepting 
the yolk of Heaven), we conclude it by affirming our acceptance of Hashem as our G-d, regardless of which one of these 
circumstances we encounter Him in. There are times in our lives when Hashem’s presence is easily felt and times when we feel 
distant. In either state, we declare that Hashem is our G-d.  
 In one of his derashos, the Beis Ha’Levi (Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchick, z”l) connects this idea to the difference between 
 surrounding ברכות itself is identical in both cases, but the שמע at night. Of course, the קריאת שמע in the morning and קריאת שמע 
it are different. Following the morning שמע we say ""אמת ויציב , whereas the evening שמע is followed by "אמת ואמונה" . He 
explains, homiletically, that in the morning (גאולה) we affirm G-d’s kingship with a confidence and stability )יציב(  as bright as 
day. In the night (גלות), however, while we still proclaim that Hashem runs the world, we can only do so on the basis of faith 

)אמונה( , not firsthand experience. The Gemara ( .ות יבברכ ) says this idea is reflected in the pasuk in Tehilim (92)   להגיד בבקר"

"ואמונתך בלילות חסדך, , to speak of Your kindness each morning, and Your faithfulness at night.  
 Our national experience, for the past 2,000 years- and personal experience for many people today- has been one of 

אמת ואמונה"" . We believe in Hashem; we believe in the גאולה; but at times it is challenging, to say the least. The Midrash Tehilim 
(36) likens the spiritual endeavors of a Jew in גלות to a person who attempts to light a candle at night. Shortly after he lights it 
the wind blows it out, and he is left in the dark. So, he lights it again, only to see it extinguish after a few minutes. The cycle 
repeats over and over until finally he says, “How long will I continue to tire myself out with these futile attempts? I will just wait 
for the sun to come up.”  
I believe the message here is twofold. On the one hand, we strive to be a little more disciplined than the man in the Midrash. So 
long as we are in the night, any spark we experience will always be challenged. We know that. The challenges come from society, 
the pressures of life, friends, family and even our own doubts. There will always be something that comes to extinguish the fire 
we have worked so hard to cultivate. Our only option is to ignite another flame- and another one after that. It could be a spark of 
 a renewed commitment to tefilah, Shabbos, chessed or the many other avenues in our ,לימוד התורה a rekindled fire for ,אמונה
lives, as Jews. We cannot be discouraged by the countless times we have tried to begin a new chavrusah or attend a new shiur, 
only to see it last a few weeks. Or the times we tell ourselves we’re going to have better focus in davening or bentching, only to 
last a few minutes- or seconds. That is the life of a Jew in גלות. Unlike the man in the mashal, we can’t let our failures get the best 
of us.  
On the other hand, the realization he comes to at the end, is something we can all learn from. It’s the simple truth that many of 
us fail to ever appreciate. And that is, the only answer- what we truly need to daven and work towards- is for the sun to come up. 
We cannot get so carried away in the responsibilities of life, and even in our Torah and mitzvos, that we lose sight of the goal. 
We yearn for the days of "אמת ויציב", where Hashem’s everlasting reign is clear for all to see.  
 

 
 

Please recite תהלים for all the cholim of this and other illnesses in our community and around the world. For a list of 
names, please see the shul’s daily email.  
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CBY Members Invited to Participate In Launch of New “Mesora” Web App 
Steve Jobs was only 21 and Steve Wozniak was 26 when they founded Apple Computer.  Mark Zuckerberg was 19 when he 

and four college roommates founded Facebook. Akiva and Daniel Lipshitz are only 21 and 17, respectively, but they are getting 
ready to launch Mesora, an on-line app that could add a new dimension to the way we receive and transmit knowledge between 
generations. And while Jobs dropped out of Reed College and Zuckerberg never graduated Harvard, the Lipshitz boys (sons of 
Shira and Clive) are committed to continuing their formal educations. Akiva is majoring in physics/philosophy at Yeshiva 
University, where he studies in Rav Rosensweig’s shiur; 
Daniel is a rising senior at MTA.  

The seed for this new venture was Akiva’s realization that 
“conversations” with individuals had shaped many of his 
ideas. As a philosophy student, he has been influenced by the 
writings of Martin Buber and Emmanuel Levinas which stress 
the critical importance of interpersonal relationships.  
Younger brother Daniel is the technologist who is working on 
Mesora’s web presence.  The goal of Mesora is “learning 
through dialogue.”  It seeks to serve as an enabler of and a 
catalyst for conversations- between those who have specific 
knowledge and experiences and those who are interested and might benefit from that learning and experience.  And it’s easy and 
direct and personal and two-way- it’s just a conversation.  The Lipshitz brothers are hoping to continue the mesora that already 
exists in Bnai Yeshurun - on the Mesora platform. 

The newly-launched website, http://mesora.herokuapp.com combine itself as “The meeting place for people who want to 
share with and learn from.” The website is simple and easy to navigate, explaining its purpose, providing examples of 
potential “conversations,” and asking visitors to “sign-up” as either one who wants to share or one who wants to learn. Visit the 
website. Sign up. All you’re committing to is a 20-minute conversation, a conversation about something you’re really interested 
in. Think of the satisfaction you can get by sharing your knowledge/experience with a rapt listener.  Imagine listening to the 
learning/experience of someone who has already “been there, done that.”  To clarify the intent, the website presents a list of 
potential conversations. Examples include Living through the Great Depression, Navigating life as a first-generation American, 
Being the only Jew in an educational institution, Taking a public stand for the sake of an ethical/moral principle. Your 
experience or interest might be more specific: Careers in the aerospace industry, Preparing for Aliyah, Living with dyslexia, 
Becoming a Baal Teshuva, Coming back from Yeshiva/Seminary, Graduating middle school. Surely there are subjects that you 
really want to talk about- either as a “donor” or as a “recipient.” The brothers say their goal is to “tap into the vast accumulated 
wisdom of the whole CBY community by democratizing our embedded knowledge.” It’s open to everyone, young and old. The 
brothers are optimistic about Mesora.   “Who knows?,” they say.  “Maybe even Rabbi Pruzansky will use it.”  

The fax machine (initially called the Electric Printing Telegraph) was actually invented in 1843! Despite various 
technological advances, sales of fax machines did not really take off until the 1970’s. For well over a hundred years, nobody 
bought a fax machine because no one else had a fax machine!  Similarly, Mesora will need learners to introduce to sharers and 
sharers to teach receivers.  CBY members are being given a true “ground floor” opportunity. Ten years from now you’ll be able to 
tell your friends, “I was one of the first hundred people to use Mesora.”   

The Lipshitz boys are hoping this web-enabled exchange will bring joy to both sides of the dialogue - whatever it may be - 
because learning and sharing are two sides of the symbiotic experience of our mesora.  As משה instructs us in ְי֣מֹות  ...האזינו  ְזכֹר

ְך׃ אְמרוּ  ָלֽ ְדךָ  ְזֵקֶנ֖יךָ  ְויֹ֥ יָך  ְוַיּגֵ֔ ַא֤ל ָאִב֙ ֣נֹות ּדֹור־ָו֑דֹור ׁשְ ינוּ  ׁשְ ֖ ם ּבִ  עֹוָל֔
The community will have two weeks to sign up and the first conversations will begin during  July.   
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Virtual Youth Wing!  
This week’s Virtual Youth Wing is sponsored in 

recognition of the yahrzeit of David Frohlich z”l. 
 

Shelach in “Hashtag” Form 
• The 12 spies are sent to scout out Eretz Canaan. After 40 days, 10 of them came back with negative reports, but Kalev 

and Yehoshua came back with positive reports. #HonestReporting #SeeGoodBeGood 
#LandOfTheHolyVareity  

• When Bnai Yisroel heard the news, they cried, and cried, and cried. In turn, HaShem promised that this date would be 
turned into a day of crying for years to come. That day was none other than Tisha Baav, the saddest day of the year. 
#WoeIsUs #Nooooooooooooooo #ButActually 

• HaShem forgives the Jewish people, but sentences them to forty years of wandering in the desert (1 “s,” because we 
don’t want seconds!). #YummyDessertHasTwoS’s #Yum #WeLoveCandy #SimchatTorah@CBY 
#AreWeThereYet 

• We then learn about the sad story of the Maapilim, the group of people who decided to go to Eretz Canaan anyways, 
without HaShem’s approval. #Hutzpa #WeWantToGoHome 

• Then we learn about halachot pertaining to the Sanhedrin and also about the mitzvah of Hafrashat Challah. 
#ChallahAtMe #PriestlyGifts #Abundance #LiveToGive 

• The parsha ends off with the episode of the Mekoshesh Eitzim and the mitzvah to wear tzitzit. #DemFringes 
#RememberinDemMitzvot 

****************************** 
Fun Facts 

1. One isn’t allowed to say lashon harah, even about Eretz Yisroel! 
2. In 1997, Kansas wheat farmers produced enough wheat to make 36.5 billion loaves of bread, or enough to provide each 

person on earth with 6 loaves of bread. How much Challah would they have to give? 
3. Did you know that the five knots on tzitzit strings correspond to the five books of the Torah?  
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Teens-Message from R’ Jonathan Schachter 
Learning About Yourself From Your 

Opponent 
In the haftara for parashas Shelach, we 

learn of a second, much more successful, spy 
mission.  Yehoshua sends two spies to 
Yericho to see how they should best conquer 
the city.  No sooner than they arrive at the 
inn of Rachav do rumors spread of their 
presence, and Rachav quickly hides them and 

sends the king’s agents in the wrong direction to “find them.”  
Rachav then relays to the spies how afraid the people are of Am 
Yisrael because of all of the miracles 'ה has performed on their 
behalf, and that they (the locals) are going to be the next to fall.  
The spies thank Rachav for saving their lives, and in return, agree 
to save her family’s lives when Bnai Yisrael come to conquer the 
city.  The two spies head to the mountains for three days, to avoid 
the king’s agents, and then return to Yehoshua.  They confidently 
report: ”HaShem has delivered into our hands all the land!” 
(Yehoshua 2:24).   

On the surface, this seems like a very successful, well executed 
spy mission.   However, upon closer examination, there is an 
unavoidable question we must ask: Did the spies ever complete 
their mission??  They were told to scout out the city, yet they didn’t 
even get a chance to do that!  Their first and only stop was at the 
Rachav’s inn, after which they went straight to the mountains to 
hide for three days.  What could they have possibly told Yehoshua 
about the city that would be helpful for Bnai Yisrael?? 

In the previous perek, Yehoshua had been commanded by 
HaShem, “Be strong and resolute, for you shall apportion to this 
people the land that I swore to give their fathers” (1:6).  Perhaps 
Yehoshua interpreted that to mean that he must be diligent about 
his military preparation and make sure his army would be ready 
for every possible scenario.  In the back of his mind, or even in the 
front, might have been the images of the giants that he saw up 
close forty years earlier, as one of the twelve spies on the original 
mission to spy the land.  “We felt as small as grasshoppers, and 
that is how we appeared in their eyes too,” reported the ten bad 
spies.  Yehoshua therefore sent spies, to find some weakness to 
attack.   

When the spies arrived at the inn of Rachav, she reminded the 
spies of the other side of the story.  As much as Bnai Yisrael were 
afraid of the giants of the land, the giants of the land were far more 
scared of our secret weapon, HaShem, and it wasn’t even close!!  “I 
know that HaShem has given the country to you, dread of you has 
fallen upon us, and all the inhabitants of the land are quaking 
before you.  We have heard how HaShem dried up the waters of the 
Yam Suf for you when you left Egypt, and what you did to Sichon 
and Og … for HaShem your God is the only God in heaven above 
and on earth below” (2:9-11).   

Upon hearing this from the mouth of a non-Jew, the spies 
realized that the rest of their mission was no longer necessary.  
They had been reminded of something they knew all along, but 
forgot to tap into.  They were not the ones who had to panic about 
overcoming an insurmountable challenge; it was their enemies 
who did.   The spies come straight back to Yehoshua and 
confidently proclaim: “HaShem has delivered into our hands all the 
land; in fact, all the inhabitants of the land are quaking before us” 

(2:24).  Yehoshua allows their message to penetrate, and 
immediately prepares the nation to cross the Yarden river into 
Eretz Yisrael. 

Sometimes we underestimate our greatest strengths and need 
reminders of how blessed we really are.  We look at the strength of 
our opponent, or the degree of difficulty in the challenge that lies 
ahead, instead of focusing at all that is at our disposal that can lead 
us to great success.  We experience self-doubt, instead of thinking 
about how much we can possibly accomplish.  Let’s talk back to our 
fears and doubts, by reminding “them” of our unique talents.  Most 
importantly, let’s remember that our greatest source of help is 
HaShem, who constantly gives us the strength we need to achieve 
greatness.  As the saying goes, “Your talent is God's gift to you. 
What you do with it is your gift back to God.”  
 

R’ Zahtz’s Message- continued from page 5 
Parenthetically, one of  the examples cited by Rabbi Lamm 
1952 drasha is the following: “A glaring example of that lack of 
self-respect we Jews display on occasion happened some short 
while ago when a Jewish mayor of a Jewish city in the Jewish 
State visited this city. The bus drivers of that major city 
demanded of him, legitimately, that they be granted their one 
day off on Shabbos. The mayor of Haifa agreed that they 
deserve a one-day-a-week respite - but not on Shabbos! Any 
day, but not Shabbos! Here is a man who has done his utmost 
to keep the streets of his city clean and the avenues of his soul 
muddy. And let alone that the voices raised in protest were few 
and far between, but the committee selected to lay out the 
welcoming mat saw fit to do him honor with a nonkosher 
reception. Again, the protests were feeble when a storm should 
have been raised and when every pulpit in the country should 
have thundered against this unmitigated chutzpah and brazen 
effrontery and presumptuousness.” 
They made a fundamental error; בני ישראל too are big.  They 
have the chance to grow to tremendous spiritual heights and 
that spiritual greatness is at the core of what ארץ ישראל is 
about.  The fruits and giants were a physical manifestation of 
this spiritual characteristic of ארץ ישראל that it is a land that is 
most compatible with bug things and בני ישראל who have the 
potential and must strive to new and greater spiritual heights 
are the perfect fit.  They only saw the external and didn’t 
appreciate the deeper greatness. 
The key חז”ל seem to be teaching us is to first and foremost 
know who you are and be proud of it. Know what values are our 
values and what is important in a religious life. We have had 
much time over the last few months to relook at our priorities 
and we should continue to do so. Once we are comfortable with 
who we are we can then glean from the fruits of the world 
around us and use them to enhance our lives. This was what the 
 missed and what we need to learn to ensure that we will מרגלים
merit what ten of the מרגלים did not, to reach the land of Israel 
as a nation and usher in a new period of Jewish pride where not 
only will we be proud of who we are, but we will serve as a 
beacon and lot for all the nations of the world as well.   
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Contact Us 
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky, Rabbi-rabbi@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz, Associate Rabbi 

rabbizahtz@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Yosef Weinberger, Assistant Rabbi 

rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Elysia Stein, Executive Director office@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rivka and Yehoshua Szafranski, Youth Directors 

youth@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Jonathan Schachter, Teen Programming 
rabbischachter@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Executive Committee executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Ethan Keiser, President president@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Steven Becker, First Vice President 
Doron Katz, Second Vice President 
 
Jennifer Miller, Third Vice President 
Andrew Berkowitz, Treasurer 
Saul Kaszovitz, Assistant Treasurer 
Esti Kaminetzky, Secretary 
Chaim Kiss, Gabbai Rishon gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org 
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Community Announcements 
 The Teaneck Keylim Mikvah will be reopening on Monday 

June 22, by APPOINTMENT ONLY.  In order to comply 
with social distancing, there is a new system in place.  
Please visit the mikvah website teaneckmikvah.com for 
details and to make an appointment. 

 Teaneck Mikvah - Usage is BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. No 
walk ins accepted at this time.  The appointment system 
closes daily 4 hours before opening. Please plan 
accordingly. To book your appointment please visit 
www.teaneckmikvah.com/Appointment/default.asp.  

 Rinat’s Adult Education Committee presents: Sunday, June 
21, 9:30 am, Leeber Cohen: ”Sheiltot - A Masterpiece of 
Gaonic Literature - An Historical Overview and 
Introduction”  Bio: Rinat member Leeber Cohen is an 
alumnus of Yeshiva University and Yeshivat Har Etzion. He 
received semichah from the Yeshiva Gedolah of Great 
Neck. He is married to his college sweetheart and is 
reputed to be an excellent father and grandfather. Leeber 
has a special interest in the Sheiltot of Rav Achai Gaon. He 
is an ophthalmologist in private practice in New York City. 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/4653630025, Password 8372795 

 Join Netivot Shalom on June 30th at 8:30 pm for a 
Communal Conversation on Racial Justice featuring 
award-winning filmmaker Marco Williams on his film: 
BANISHED Moderated by Paula Eiselt, Director/Producer 
of award-winning documentary 93queen over Zoom. Please 
register to receive Zoom link. About the film: From 1864 
well into the 1920s, in dozens of towns and counties, white 
Americans drove out entire African American 
communities. Many of these towns remain all white to this 
day. BANISHED brings to light this hidden chapter of 
America's history, telling these dramatic stories for the first 
time. Most of the film takes place today - investigating the 
ongoing impact of the expulsions on families and 
communities, Black and White. The film asks us to 
consider our responsibility for past wrongs and our role in 
righting them. Through the stories of three communities, 
BANISHED asks the difficult question: What can be done 
to redress past injustice? About Marco Williams: Marco 
Williams is an award- winning filmmaker. He has been 
nominated three times for the Sundance Film Festival 
grand jury prize. His film awards include Guggenheim 
Fellowship, a George Foster Peabody Award, and many 
more. Williams received a B.A. from Harvard University in 
Visual and Environmental Studies. He received a Master of 
Arts degree from UCLA in Afro-Studies, and a Master of 
Fine Arts from UCLA's Producer's Program. He is a 
Professor at the Northwestern University and Professor in 
Residence at Northwestern University in Qatar. 

 COVID-19 has effected every aspect of life as we know it. 
We are here as a resource for you during these trying 
times! CareOne at Teaneck is offering our services to you. 
We will gladly deliver glatt kosher, Cholov Yisroel and Pas 
Yisroel meals to all seniors who need. If plans change or 
aids cancel, we have respite service available for you. 

 Shopping Angels is a program designed to provide services 
to those populations deemed especially at-risk for the novel 
COVID-19 virus. To help ease the uncertainty, anxiety, and 
fear surrounding this pandemic, we are volunteering our 
time to personally deliver groceries or other shopping 
necessities to those who may prefer to stay within the 
safety of their own home at no additional cost. This 
program is entirely volunteer-based – we do not ask for gas 
money, tips, or delivery fees! To request service or to 
volunteer please visit www.shoppingangelsglobal.org. We 
are especially in need of shopping volunteers in 
the Jewish community and ask those able to do so, 
to sign up! 

 JScreen is a non-profit initiative providing easy, affordable, 
at-home testing on saliva for over 200 genetic diseases, 
including those most common in people with Ashkenazi, 
Sephardi, and Mizrahi backgrounds. To learn more visit 
www.JScreen.org. 

 We hope everyone is staying inside and staying healthy. As 
you can imagine the Teaneck Volunteer Ambulance has 
been extremely busy with the large amount of COVID19 
patients in our community. We are hoping you can help us 
by going to our website at: 
www.teaneckambulance.org/covid19.html. Thank you and 
stay healthy 

 Kosher Experience/Madison caterers is proud to present 
our new Shabbos Take Out Menu. We offer Shabbos 
Specials as well as a full menu of items. Please order thru 
our website Kosherexperience.net Orders must be in by 
Noon on Thursdays, deliveries will be made on Thursday 
Evening and Friday Morning. 

 Feldenkrais Awareness Through Movement free zoom 
lessons continue M-F 11:30-12:30 PM Classes are open for 
teens through seniors for improving posture, coordination 
and balance. Tuesday’s classes will take place in chairs. 
Other classes take place on the floor. Call with questions 
Joyce Bendavid OTR GCFP 201-759-4222. Topic: Joyce 
Bendavid's Zoom Meeting. Join 
Zoom:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5864270795?pwd=Z0V
paVRkaDNMTzFjeGEvVHltOTFBQT09. Meeting ID: 586 
427 0795  Password: 337785 One tap mobile 
+16465588656, 5864270795#,1#,337785# US (New York) 
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 Areyvut would like to share this resource with our 
community:  Kindness Club https://bit.ly/KC42020. It is a 
great resource for parents, educators and those that serve 
senior citizens. 

 Subscribe to BergenShulsTogether.com updates at 
https://www.bergenshulstogether.com/contact.  
Give us a hand and start making a difference 
https://www.bergenshulstogether.com/helpus 
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