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Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
Weekly Shabbat Announcements 

December 11-18, 2020 ג' טבת תשפ"א-כ"ה כסלו  

Shabbat Vayeishev/Chanukah 
Mevarchim HaChodesh 

 שבת וישב/חנוכה 

 מברכים החודש 

Shabbat Times זמני שבת 
 

A Message from Rabbi Zahtz 
Candle Lighting 4:08 pm  ת  הדלקת נרות

ב
ש

ב 
ער

 

 
 

 

 Chanukah not only is a חג in כסלו, but it is  the 
holiday that brightens our winter. For months 
there are no חגים and we must rely on 
Chanukah to carry us through the winter. The 
light of Chanukah must burn not only for 
eight days, but until אדר and  ניסן and the 
holidays they contain are upon us. 

So that really is the question, how do we carry that light forward 
and illuminate the dark winter? What message of Chanukah 
reverberates beyond חדש כסלו? 

Chanukah is unique in that our obligation is not simply to perform 
a מצוה, rather to perform it in a way that publicizes it and in turn the 
miracle that is being commemorated. Why specifically does the 
mitzvah of lighting Chanukah candles need to be performed in a way 
that publicizes the miracle even more than other מצוות that 
commemorate miracles? 

In order to understand this, we need to take another step back to 
ask an even more basic question. As a general rule, Hashem only 
performs miracles when there is a necessity. What are we to glean 
from the case of the Chanukah oil when Hashem seems to intervene 
when not absolutely necessary?  חז”ל teach us in ברכות ו ע”א, that one 
who intends to perform a מצוה and is prevented from doing so 
because of something beyond his or her control, an אונס, Hashem 
considers it as if the mitzvah was performed. If so, in the scenario of 
Chanukah in which they didn't have enough oil, through no fault of 
their own, and clearly, they wanted to perform the mitzvah, it should 
be considered a case of אונס, and even without a miracle it would be 
the equivalent of having actually performed the מצוה. So, what is 
Hashem teaching us or showing us, by performing this miracle in 
this case when it does not appear necessary? 

Rav Yehuda Tzadka zt"l in his ספר קול יהודה suggests that Hashem 
is teaching the Jewish people that although He considers it as if the 
 that is from man's  ,אונס was performed in the presence of מצוה
perspective- when a human being is in a position of duress, then as 
long as he or she does as much as possible, credit for the מצוה is 
given. However, from Hashem's perspective, qualitatively actually 
performing the מצוה is on a higher level. 

Where is this reflected? In the miracle of Chanukah. From our 
human perspective the miracle seems unnecessary, for as long as we 
do everything in our control and yet there is אונס we are credited 
with the מצוה. However, Hashem teaches us that yes you get credit, 
but qualitatively it is not the same thing and therefore I'll do the 
miracle so that the מצוה will be accomplished in its more pristine 
form. 

It's this lesson of Chanukah that I think can carry us through the 
winter. Sometimes it's easier to give up and assume that we are 
under duress (on some level even legitimately) and qualify as being 
on  אונס and don't need to try any harder to do the מצוה-we're 

Continued on page 2 

Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat - 
NM, OM, BM & Ogden Lot 4:15 pm 

מנחה וקבלת  

 שבת 

 

Sephardic Mincha & Kabbalat 
Shabbat* 4:15 pm    עדות מזרח מנין  

 

The listed starting time for Shabbat morning minyanim will 
be the time that “Rebbi Yishmael” (followed by the first 

Kaddish) is recited. Those who wish to gather to say 
brachos and Korbanos together certainly may do so five 

minutes or so beforehand. Alternatively, they can be recited 
at home (even at a slower pace) before arrival at Shul. 

 

Latest Shema 9:30 am  סוף זמן ק"ש   

Hashkama–Old Main & Ogden Lot 7:00 am  השכמה 
קר 

ב
ב

ת 
ב

ש
 

 

Ashkenaz–West Englewood Lot 8:30 am  נוסח  אשכנז  

Sefard–Social Hall 8:30 am  נוסח  ספרד  

Sephardic Shacharit * 8:45 am   עדות מזרח מנין   

Ashkenaz–New Main 9:00 am  נוסח  אשכנז  

Ashkenaz-Old Main 9:15 am  נוסח  אשכנז  

Mommy & Me (Ogden Lot) 10:00 am אמהות ותינוקים  

Youth Groups  
(Parking Lots) 

10:30 -
11:15 am 

  קבוצות נוער 

Minchas Chinuch–George Silfen 
following Sefard minyan-SH 

10:30 am   שעור מנחת חינוך 
 

 

Mincha-Ogden Tent 12:45 pm  מנחה 

ם 
הרי

בצ
ת 

ב
ש

 

 

Mincha-New Main 1:45 pm  מנחה  

Sephardic Mincha * 4:05 pm   עדות מזרח מנין   

Mincha-New Main & Ogden Lot 4:05 pm   מנחה  

R’ Zahtz’s shiur, “Parsha B’Iyun-Who Sold Yosef to Whom?” 
between mincha & maariv will take place in the New Main 

 

Maariv & Shabbat Ends –  
New Main & Ogden Lot 5:13 pm מעריב   

 

Manny Freed z”l Parent Child 
Learning – Ogden Lot 

6:15 pm -
7:15 pm  ק  הורים וילדים

ש"
צ

מו
 

 

Menorah Lighting at 7:15 pm at the Jefferson entrance  

Teen Learning Program –  
Ogden Lot 

7:30 pm -
8:30 pm 

שעור לתלמדי  

 תיכון 

 

Next Shabbat Candle Lighting 
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat 

4:08 pm 
4:15 pm 

 הדלקת נרות 

 מנחה 

  

*Due to limited capacity in the Sephardic Minyan, anyone interested 
in attending must register at sephardicminyan@bnaiyeshurun.org 

  

With the closure of the CBY parking lots for our tents we 
recognize there is a great challenge in finding parking spaces 

near shul, especially during minyan times. However, we 
implore every member to be cognizant of where you are 

parking; to obey all parking regulations & to be courteous of 
the shul's neighbors & never block their driveways. We would 

also like to take this opportunity to remind everyone when 
walking to shul during darkened times of day to please wear 
reflective materials & walk on the correct side of the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
mailto:sephardicminyan@bnaiyeshurun.org
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Mazal Tov  מזל טוב 

 Esti & Benyamin Kaminetzky on the engagement of their 
daughter, Malka, to Ezra Rotblat. 
 Sheryl & Alan Krantz, on the birth of a grandson, a son to 

Dina & Michael Krantz.  
 Malkie & Jeffrey Mayer on the birth of a grandson , a son to 

Shanna & Yaacov Mayer . 
 Sylvia & Chaim Rotblat, Susan &  Fred Koss and Nomi & 

Yechiel Rotblat on the engagement of their grandson and son, 
Ezra, to Malka Kaminetzky.  
 Mona & Moishe Smilovitz on the bar mitzvah of their 

grandson, Shia, son of Tzippy & Jason, in Modiin. 
 Elly & Jerry Frenkel on the marriage of their granddaughter, 

Chasya, daughter of Sorah & Raziel Frenkel, of Karnei 
Shomron, to Yonatan Orkabi of Bet Shemesh. 

CBY Notes  

 Please note we have added additional locations for Friday 
night davening, in the Old Main & the Beis Medrash.   
 Join us for Leil Shabbat learning in the Beis Medrash- Friday 

night, upon the conclusion of the weekly dvar halacha, we will 
adjourn to learn (each family individually) for 15-20 minutes 
before davening maariv, tonight around 5:15 pm. 
 R’ Zahtz’s Women’s shiur on 'א  is on Thursday שמואל 

mornings from 9:15 - 9:45 am. Click here for the WhatsApp 
group for updates. See page 5 for Zoom link. 
 R’ Zahtz’s Gemara shiur is on Thursday evenings at 8:15 pm.  

For the WhatsApp Group click here. See page 5 for Zoom link. 
 CBY and the OU present a Motzei Shabbat Online Series 

featuring various Rabbanim, each in conversation with a 
member of their shul. Next session on Dec. 19th. 
 December 20th at 10:00 am for a CBY Adult Ed Zoom lecture 

with Rabbi Dr. Akiva Tatz, “Happiness in a Sad World”. 
CBY Teens  
 Motzei Shabbat High School Learning 7:30-8:30 pm in the 

Ogden Tent. High school students are invited to join for 
dinner & a Halachic shayla; “Where does a soldier on shmirah 
light a chanukiyah?” 

Beis Medrash Committee 
 Manny Freed z”l Parent Child Learning Motzei Shabbat 6:15-

7:15 pm in the Ogden Tent. Special Middle School Chaburah 
for 6th–8th graders with CBY college students. This week’s 
MFPCL is sponsored by the Weinberger Family, in 
honor of all the people who work tirelessly to make 
this happen and in honor of the children and their 
parents who bring them. Happy Chanukah! 
 Mishna Yomit is learning Masechet Keilim. Next Tuesday, 

December 15th, they will begin Masechet Ohalot. 

R’ Zahtz continued from page 1 
getting the מצוה reward anyway. Chanukah inspires us, not to 
settle for an excuse of אונס, rather to try and do more. 
Perhaps that is why the Chanukah miracle includes this 
element of publicizing the mitzvah, more than other מצוות, it's 
not enough to simply remind ourselves of this lesson, but it is 
to publicly proclaim that in dark and difficult times just as the 
light of the Chanukah menorah pushes aside the darkness, so 
too the message of the miracle being commemorated- that 
through our efforts under all circumstances to fulfill Hashem's 
 the light of spirituality can push aside all  the darkness מצוות
of difficult days and usher in better times. 

 

 

 
 Join us on Motzei Shabbat, December 12th at 7:15 pm and on 

Thursday night, December 17th at 6:30 pm for a CBY Menorah 
Lighting & Celebration. See flyer on page 9 for details. To 
volunteer or to sponsor please contact Chaim Kiss at 
gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org. 
 There is still time! Come out on Sunday at 4:00 pm or 7:00 pm 

and hear Mordechai Shapiro & Simcha Leiner, along with our 
own Netanel Katz, Chaim Kiss, & the Shnitzel Guys, from the 
comfort of your own car. Order your tickets here for the CBY 
Chanukah Concert & Celebration. To volunteer please contact , 
Rivka or Yehoshua at youth@bnaiyeshurun.org. See flyer on 
page 8 for more details. 
 When shopping for Chanukah presents, or all year long, support 

CBY by shopping through this link smile.amazon.com/ch/22-
6082951 – costs you no money but CBY receives a donation with 
each purchase! 

 Are you looking for an outdoor space to have a family gathering 
this Chanukah? CBY is happy to offer an opportunity to our 
members to utilize a CBY tent for their covid-friendly Chanukah 
gathering. How does it work? Tent usage is available during 
certain time periods on the following dates: Monday, December 
14th through Thursday, December 17th. If interested, please send 
an email to office@bnaiyeshurun.org with your name, phone 
number, & email address, the date & time requested, & total 
number of people. (There are 10 tables available at a given time. 
Please note each table is allowed a MAXIMUM of 8 people.) 

 

 
 
 

Join Rabbi Steven Pruzansky as he continues his Zoom series 
on “The History of Zionism, Part 3: Planting Seeds” on Monday, 
December 14, 1:00 pm New Jersey time, 8:00 pm Israel time. 
Click here for Zoom. The shiur is sponsored by Becky and Avi 
Katz l’iluy nishmat Yonah Ben Rav Aryeh Leib a”h.  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GHGPZoTIDhyLehEYvKfg7U
https://chat.whatsapp.com/FHdfG8bGHkb2TjMVNZVDCQ
https://bapro.ticketleap.com/unity/t/12132020/
mailto:youth@bnaiyeshurun.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3I6TPVO7NCSDW&K=2WO9AKXFQEVON&M=urn:rtn:msg:20201026150148b80a4fbc18b045eaa6fa9e85d390p0na&R=33990N2HF2IQQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F22-6082951%3Fref%3Dorg_em_cldsb_bl2_csmi&H=OKLMCA9RX8VFE5VYMXFVT222X50A
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3I6TPVO7NCSDW&K=2WO9AKXFQEVON&M=urn:rtn:msg:20201026150148b80a4fbc18b045eaa6fa9e85d390p0na&R=33990N2HF2IQQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F22-6082951%3Fref%3Dorg_em_cldsb_bl2_csmi&H=OKLMCA9RX8VFE5VYMXFVT222X50A
mailto:office@bnaiyeshurun.org
https://zoom.us/j/93716990035?pwd=b2lNMDBXSDA4czZCdnpsVy84cjdaUT09
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*Due to limited capacity in the Sephardic Minyan, anyone interested in attending must pre-register through sephardicminyan@bnaiyeshurun.org 
  

Weekly Davening Schedule 

Earliest tefillin – 6:13 am 
Latest Shema – 9:31 am 

Mincha Gedola – 12:21 pm 

Sun. Dec. 13 Mon. Dec. 14 Tues. Dec. 15 Wed. Dec. 16 Thu. Dec. 17 Fri. Dec. 18  
כסלו   "זכ  

 ג' חנוכה 

ו כסל  חכ"  

 ד' חנוכה 

כסלו טכ"  

 ה' חנוכה 
 א' טבת 

 ו' חנוכה 

 ראש חודש 

טבת  ב'  

 ז' חנוכה 

טבת  ג'  

 ח' חנוכה 

 

כ"ב  פסחים דף היומי  כ"ג  פסחים  כ"ד  פסחים  כ"ה  פסחים  כ"ו  פסחים      פסחים כ"ז  

   

Sephardic Netz Shacharit* 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 6:40 am 

ת
חרי

ש
 

Shacharit–Ogden Tent 6:15 am 6:05 am 6:05 am 6:05 am 6:05 am 6:05 am 
Shacharit-New Main 6:15 am OM 6:05 am 6:05 am 6:05 am OM 6:05 am 6:05 am 
Shacharit-New Main 7:00 am 6:55 am 6:55 am 6:55 am 6:55 am 6:55 am 
Shacharit-Beis Medrash 
Slow Paced Minyan 

8:00 am 7:10 am 7:10 am 7:00 am 7:10 am 7:10 am 

Shacharit-Old Main 7:20 am 7:20 am 7:20 am 7:20 am 7:20 am 7:20 am 
Shacharit–Ogden Tent 8:00 am 7:20 am 7:20 am 7:20 am 7:20 am 7:20 am 
Shacharit–New Main  8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 
Shacharit-Old Main 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 8:50 am 
Shacharit -New Main 9:15 am      
        

Mincha only Ogden Tent 
Mincha only–New Main 
Zman Mincha-New Main 
Zman Mincha-Ogden Tent 
Sephardic Mincha* 

12:45 & 1:45 pm 
12:45 & 1:45 pm 

4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 

12:45 pm 
1:45 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 

12:45 pm 
1:45 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 

12:45 pm 
1:45 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 

12:45 pm 
1:45 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 
4:20 pm 

 

ה
ח

מנ
 

Maariv only – Old Main 
Maariv only – Ogden Tent 

7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

ב  
ערי

מ
 

Maariv only – Old Main 9:00 pm 9:00 pm 9:00 pm 9:00 pm 9:00 pm  
Maariv only – Old Main 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm 10:01 pm  

Tefilah Instructions from Rabbi Zahtz 
Friday night: 
For those making שבת בזמן candle lighting is at 4:08pm. Chanukah candles should be lit before שבת candles and ideally one 
should daven מנחה prior. 
 .should be repeated after 5:00pm שמע
 :day שבת

שמע קריאת זמן סוף  is at 9:30am. תפלה זמן סוף  is at 10:16am 
This week’s פרשה is וישב and the מפטיר is the leining for the second day of חנוכה. This week’s הפטרה is ד:ז -זכריה ב:יד . 
The earliest time for מנחה is 12:20pm. מנחה should be completed by שקיעה at 4:28pm. 
תם רבנו of זמן ends at 5:13pm. For those who wait for the שבת and מעריב  it is 5:41pm. Chanukah candles should be lit after 
havdalah. 
Davening protocols: 
We continue to have beautiful minyanim both in Shul and outdoors on the Shul campus, please join and please remember your 
masks (both mouth and nose must be covered) and social distancing. In the Old Main Shul and in the Social Hall please only sit 
where the chairs have been set up. In the New Main Shul please only sit in the seats with blue tape on the back of them. 
For those davening at home, the following parts of the תפלה are omitted:  פורקן  יקום,  שמיה  בריך,  ברכו,  קדושה,  קדיש,  אבות  מגן  and אנעים  

הרחמים אב We do not recite .זמירות  and צדק צדקתך . 
 

We add הניסים על  in עשרה שמונה  of חנוכה, if omitted עשרה שמונה  is not repeated. In שחרית of חנוכה we add שלם הלל . 
Wednesday is חדש  ראש ויבוא  יעלה ;   !חנוכה a freilichin & שבת שלום .חנוכה should be added to what we are otherwise saying for מוסף & 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
mailto:sephardicminyan@bnaiyeshurun.org
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CBY Covid Safety Protocols 
As the weather gets cooler, CBY's Medical Committee has been discussing ways to ensure the safety of our members in the 
coming winter months. These recommendations and guidelines are formulated based on information and advice available 
as of October 2020. They also take into account recommendations disseminated by the OU, released just before the Yamim 
Noraim. All recommendations apply to both CBY members and non-members who enter shul. 
 

As always, our shuls and communities should follow, at a minimum, the guidelines provided by local and national 
authorities, including the CDC and local health departments. By-and-large, our shul has been a model of compliance with 
public health recommendations during this crisis. This is profoundly inspiring and represents a true kiddush Hashem and 
affirmation of our choosing life. By working together and adhering to the following guidelines, we hope to ensure that our 
shul remains safe. 
 

1. Health: No one with a fever or symptoms of COVID-19 may attend any event at CBY. 
 

2. Masking: Masking is required at all indoor and outdoor minyanim. Masks should cover both nose and mouth. There are 
no exceptions.   
 

3. Seating Plans: In addition to masking, we continue to urge social distancing, leaving six feet between seats occupied by 
non-family members. There are blue stickers in the New Main sanctuary which indicate where people should sit to ensure 
a safe environment. In other locations throughout the shul and outside chairs are spaced appropriately; please do not move 
or add seats in these locations. In the Ogden Tent we have put out chairs in groups of two to allow one chair for sitting and 
one for tallis/tefillin/chumash etc. 
 

4. Adding Minyanim: Our shul administration, Rabbis and gabbaim have begun providing additional minyanim based on 
the increased need as the cold and rain necessitate. In addition to more indoor minyanim, plans for a second heated tent 
are in the works. Each minyan will have a captain who will determine if there is a need to add a simultaneous minyan 
elsewhere to avoid crowding. 
 

5. Ventilation & Duration: Efforts, including consultation with HVAC experts, have been made to ensure proper ventilation 
of the space. Masking, distancing, and ventilation reduce risk but do not eliminate it. Every individual who chooses to daven 
inside must be aware of this risk and signs are posted to this effect. We do suggest N95 masks for those individuals at 
increased risk as they are proven to be safer in most studies. 
 

6. Avoiding Crowding: While in shul, as well as while entering and exiting, congregants should maintain social distance. 
 

7. Any individual returning from travel from a state defined as "impacted states" by the State of NJ (access up to date list 
HERE) may not attend any minyanim or events (whether indoors or outdoors) at Bnai Yeshurun for 2 weeks upon return. 
Additionally, any individual returning from international travel from a country listed as Level 2 (moderate) or Level 3 (high) 
risk, as defined by the CDC Travel Recommendation list (accessible HERE), may not attend any minyanim or events 
(whether indoors or outdoors) at Bnai Yeshurun for 2 weeks upon return. As of the writing of this email Israel is defined as 
Level 3 on the CDC listing. Please note that these lists may change daily and therefore must be checked upon return from 
travel for confirmation.  
 

8. In the event that a member or non-member tests positive, we will send out a communication to the entire shul with that 
information. We will not identify the member or non-member by name but will attempt to report where (at which minyan) 
and when that person davened at CBY. Each individual in that minyan should then reach out to their doctor to discuss their 
individual need for quarantine. We request that any person who davens at a CBY minyan (either indoor or outdoor) 
communicate with the office (office@bnaiyeshurun.org or 201-836-8916 ext.5) in a timely manner in the event that they 
test positive for COVID.  
 

We are trusting our members and other attendees to follow this practice. If you have any concerns related to a violation of 
this policy, please speak with the Gabbai of that minyan or please inform the shul office. 

 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
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Rebbetzin Michal Zahtz: Please remember that Michal is available to help with Halachic 
questions pertaining to Taharat Ha’Mishpacha or other sensitive matters, or for general 
support and Chizuk. Feel free to text or call her at (917)822-6188. 

 

  

ONLINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES DECEMBER 13-18, 2020 
Daily  Short Vort WhatsApp Group - 

Inyanei D'Yoma from Rabbi 
Steven Pruzansky 

Sign up Here 

Throughout week Chizzuk WhatsApp Group 
from Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

Sign up Here 

Throughout the week WhatsApp Group –  
Myth-busters in Halacha with 
Rabbi Yosef Weinberger 

Sign up Here 

Sunday at 7:00 am,  
M-F at 5:30 am &  
Motzei Shabbat 6:00 pm 

Daf Yomi with rotating 
magidei shiur 

https://zoom.us/j/99037398916 
Password: CBY 

Sunday–Thursday at  
8:15 pm 

Mishna B'rurah Chavurah with 
Ari Wartelsky 

In person in the Old Main Shul and on Zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/611771378 Password: cby 

Motzei Shabbat at 9:00 pm Hilchos Shabbos Shiur with 
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday at 6:20 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

In person in the Beis Medrash and on Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Tuesday at 8:30 pm Gemara Iyun Shiur with  
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday at 6:20 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

In person in the Beis Medrash and on Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Wednesday at 1:30 pm  Senior "Lunch" & Learn with 
Rabbi Michael Taubes 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078  
Password: YSH  

Wednesday at 9:15 pm  Halacha Shiur with  
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Thursday at 9:15-9:45 am Women’s shiur on Shmuel 
Aleph with Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

On Zoom at: https://zoom.us/j/98497375550 
Passcode: cby 

Thursday at 8:15 pm Gemara Shiur Daf-a-Shavua 
with Rabbi Ari Zahtz 

On Zoom at : https://zoom.us/j/93158801243 
Passcode cby 

Thursday at 9:35 pm  Parsha & Halacha with  
Rabbi Michael Taubes 

https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078  
Password: YSH  

Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday at 6:20 am 

Yitzchak Yaakov Kollel Boker 
with Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky 

In person in the Beis Medrash and on Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942 

Friday at 8:20 am Minchas Chinuch w/Eli Weber https://zoom.us/j/156897284 Password: cby 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HMnd3R9nUTNGArc3GVDd0t
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HtinFM0NV7ZCc26xYcwp60
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LDfEm7rOsl8Ik1Cc6ET1Co
https://zoom.us/j/99037398916
https://zoom.us/j/611771378
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://zoom.us/j/98497375550
https://zoom.us/j/93158801243
https://yeshiva-university.zoom.us/j/93287566078
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9658958942?pwd=Y1loWEx2WnhxN0t2QVRCL0VJZXVGQT09
https://zoom.us/j/156897284
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Teen Department – A Message from Rabbi Jonathan Schachter 
Yosef the Ivri 

There are three individuals in the Torah 
given the title “Ivri.”  In the battle of the 
four powerful states versus the five 
smaller cities, someone escapes to seek 
the help of “Avraham Ha’Ivri” (Bereishis 
14:13).  In our parasha, Yosef is referred 
to as an ish Ivri (39:14) and an eved Ivri 

(39:17).  In fact, the entire nation is referred to as the Ivri’im 
by the Egyptians throughout our stay in Mitzrayim.  Finally, 
we have the Jew who has no money and needs to sell himself 
as a servant, and he too is known as the eved Ivri (Shemos 
21:2).   What does this term “Ivri” mean?  How does it 
specifically relate to Avraham, Yosef and the eved Ivri?   
There are two classic explanations for “Ivri,” each with the 
same problem.  The first is that it is a title for the descendants 
of Eiver, the great grandson of Sheim, and the second is that it 
refers to someone who comes from eiver ha’nahar, the other 
side of the river.  The difficulty with both of these explanations 
is that there were many other descendants of Eiver, as well as 
many other families who came from “the other side of the 
river”, yet it is only us who are known as the Ivri’im.   Why 
should that be?     
When Avraham Avinu fought in the first World War, it is true 
that he was fighting for one of the sides, but on a deeper level, 
he was fighting alone.  He sided with the five cities and saved 
them from their oppressors, but when he compared his life 
and beliefs to those of either of the two sides, he realized how 
different he was.  An Ivri is one who has the strength to stand 
apart from all of those around; “kol ha’olam kulo mi’tzad 
echad, v’hu mi’tzad sheini” (Bereishis Rabba 42:8). 
This was the same experience for Yosef in Mitzrayim.  He 
looked around at a country whose beliefs and practices were so 
different than his and realized how unique he was.  The 
Mitzrim realized it too, and constantly referred to him (and 
his family) as the Ivri.  They might have meant it in a 
derogatory manner, but HaShem converted it to a 
compliment.  The first time He sent Moshe to speak to 
Pharaoh, He had Moshe introduce Him as the “Elokei 
Ha’Ivri’im” (Shemos 3:18), which we can now translate as “the 
God of the people who are willing to stand alone.”   
HaShem then labels all future Jewish servants by the term 
“eved Ivri.” Even though in the eyes of others, the eved might 
not be honored, or perhaps he himself feels a sense of 
inadequacy, HaShem says that in His eyes, this eved is as 
important as Yosef Ha’Ivri.  Yosef (and Avraham in his day) 
might have been the only person in the entire region to 

acknowledge Him, but it is through such a person that 
HaShem chooses to identify.     
This title of Ivri is especially relevant to Chanukah.  We not 
only celebrate the military victory “rabim b’yad ha’me’atim,” 
we also celebrate and cherish the spiritual victory of the 
minority.  When faced with the tempting wave of Greek 
culture and philosophy which was spreading through the land 
and nation of Israel, the few stood up, as Ivrim do, and 
proclaimed “Mi la’HaShem eilai!”  They rose to defend the 
honor of Torah and re-instate it as the blueprint of our lives 
and culture.   
As we light our own Chanukah candles, and as we see 
hundreds of other candles in the windows of our friends’ 
homes, let us be inspired by the victory of the Macabim / 
Ivri’im and remember how much HaShem appreciates the 
great courage of those who ignore the numbers and follow 
Him.  They become His menorah – the lights He uses to 
illuminate the world.      

  

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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Virtual Youth Wing! 
Vayeishev in “Hashtag” Form 

• Yaakov and his #FamJam were #chillin in Eretz Canaan. 
The Torah tells us that Yaakov loved Yosef more than his other #bros, #SoundFamiliar? To 
express this, Yaakov gave Yosef a special #technicolor Ketonet Pasim, #ThatDesignerLife. 
The brothers were very jealous, #TheyBeJealin. They became even more jealous when Yosef told everyone about his two 
crazy dreams- Yosef was going to rule over them! #SayWha #HeadInTheClouds #YallWillBowDownToMe 
#IncludingAbba   

• One day, Yaakov sent Yosef to check on the brothers who were away in the fields, #frolic. Sensing an #opportunity, the 
brothers plotted to kill Yosef. Reuven, in an attempt to save Yosef’s life, convinced them to merely throw him in a pit, 
#ScarySnakes&Scorpions.  

• When Yosef arrived, they ripped off his coat, and then, based on Yehuda’s advice, sold him to some traveling Yishmaelim, 
who, in turn, sold Yosef to Potiphar in Mitzrayim, #Seeya, #WalkLikeAnEgyptian.   

• #PardonTheInteruption, we then hear about the story of Yehuda and Tamar. #TheTruthWillSetYouFree 
#YehudaMeansToAdmit #Courage #Oyyy #Embarrassing  

• Back to our #ScheduledProgram. Yosef was #matzliach and was #TheBoss in Potiphar’s home. After a false accusation by 
Eishet Potiphar, Yosef was suddenly thrown into Egyptian prison. There, he became a #chashuv inmate, and eventually 
translated the dreams of Pharaoh's chief butler and baker, who were also thrown into prison. He told them, in HaShem’s 
name, that the butler would live, yet the baker would be killed, #UnhygienicBaker #Pebbles #HangMan. Yosef asked the 
butler to put a good word in for him to Pharaoh. Three days later, the interpretations came true, yet the butler forgot about 
Yosef! #TBC #Cliffhanger   .  

*****************************

 

 
A Mini-Vort From the Szafranski Table to Yours! 

Yosef observed that the Sar Ha’mashkim and the Sar Ha'ofim 
were feeling down in the dumps. Upon noticing this, Yosef 
asked them, “why do you appear so sad today” (40:7)? Many 
meforshim question: Why did Yosef care so much about these 
two people? Weren’t they officials in Pharaoh's court? Weren’t 
they the enemy?  
  
The Malbim notes that when people are placed in similar, 
dangerous, situations, it forces seemingly different people to 
love each other. When people are in a sinking boat, nothing 
else matters; everyone is in the same boat, everyone becomes 
equal. Each person in Pharaoh's prison was equally scared and 
equally vulnerable. Therefore, their material status, or even 
political affiliations, didn’t matter anymore. Republicans, 
Democrats, and Independents became reduced to their core 
identities- they were the same, they were scared humans, and 
they all cared about each other.  
  
COVID-19 has transformed this year into a very uncertain 
time period. Similar to the Egyptian prison, COVID-19 serves 
as a societal equalizer. The pandemic applies to everyone and 
should therefore remind us to see each other as beloved 
siblings. We are all affected by it, and we are all in this 
together, so why not act like Yosef and ask your siblings how 
they are doing? Like with Yosef, this act of sensitivity might 
just lead to our ultimate redemption!    

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
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Please join us for the Congregation 
Bnai Yeshurun Semi-Annual  

General Membership meeting 
Wednesday, December 30, 2020 at 

8:45 pm. Zoom Link to Follow. 
As is our custom, a presentation  

will be made as to the  
"State of the Shul." 

All CBY members are invited and 
encouraged to attend. 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://zoom.us/j/94166228530
file://cby-dc1/Shared/Public/Bulletin/Weekly/2020/ou.org/conversations
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Contact Us 
Rabbi Ari Zahtz, Rabbi 

rabbizahtz@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Yosef Weinberger, Assistant Rabbi 

rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky, Rabbi Emeritus  
Elysia Stein, Executive Director office@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Rivka and Yehoshua Szafranski, Youth Directors 

youth@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Jonathan Schachter, Teen Programming 
rabbischachter@bnaiyeshurun.org 
Executive Committee executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Steven Becker, President president@bnaiyeshurun.org  
Ronnie Stern, First Vice President 
Doron Katz, Second Vice President 
Chaya Schwartz, Third Vice President 
Avram Holzer, Treasurer 
Neil Friedman, Assistant Treasurer 
Sari Sheinfeld, Secretary 
Chaim Kiss, Gabbai Rishon gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org 

http://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/youth
https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/pcl
mailto:rabbizahtz@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:rabbiweinberger@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:office@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:executivecommittee@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:president@bnaiyeshurun.org
mailto:gabbai@bnaiyeshurun.org
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Community Announcements 
 Teaneck Mikvah Winter Hours: The Teaneck Mikvah will open 

nightly at 7:00 pm with the last appointment slot at 9:20 pm. 
Mikvah usage is BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. We are not 
accepting walk-ins at this time. The appointment system closes 
daily at 5:30 pm for that night's appointments. All preparations 
must be done at home, including showering.  For more 
information and to book an appointment, please visit 
teaneckmikvah.com. 

 Keylim Mikvah Hours - With the guidance of medical 
professionals and the RCBC, the Teaneck Keylim Mikvah is 
open, for self-service by APPOINTMENT ONLY, for the hours 
of 8:00-2:00 Monday through Friday and from 8:00-1:00 on 
Sunday. Please visit www.teaneckmikvah.com to book your 
appointment. 

 This Sunday, December 13, at 8:45 a.m., Beth Aaron’s Shivti 
learning program continues via Zoom. Join us as we continue 
exploring the concepts and laws pertaining to Pat Akum (bread 
baked by non-Jews).  Join at 
https://zoom.us/j/91366375195?pwd=d3NacnA2SVdLbDJQZ
jNoSnlaaHhzUT09.  Zoom meeting ID: 913 6637 5195.  
Passcode 888717.  

 Special Chanukah class by Rebbetzin Leah Kohn this Monday, 
December 14th at 10:00 am titled  "Learning the Essence of 
Chanukah by Examining Chapter 30 in Tehillim.  Why it was 
chosen by our Sages to be Read on These Days".  To register for 
shiur: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvdO-
pqD4oH9NgBBe4diBUiVzmksOgAO4_ There is no charge for 
the shiur.  Donations to the Jewish Renaissance Center are 
always appreciated. 

 Areyvut has some Chanukah resources for families, 
https://bit.ly/3qHmKqf that may be of interest 

 Join this year’s virtual Project Ezrah Gala on Dec. 19th at 8:00 
pm, honoring Toni & Reuven Nayowitz, along with R’ 
Daniel & Dr. Chaya Gopin and Robert Hoenig. Register at 
https://projectezrahgala.com/register or call 201-569-9047. 

 The Bergen County Food Security Task Force found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/BCFoodTaskForce2020. The Task 
Force has been working to coordinate efforts between our food 
pantries, civic organizations, & private corporations to meet 
increased demand, source nutritious food products, & resolve 
logistical issues caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Our 
Facebook page aims to keep county residents informed of all 
available food resources & to ensure all community-based 
emergency food providers have the necessary supplies to assist 
our residents.  

 JEMA, a virtual free tutoring service, is seeking community 
volunteers for all subjects from grades K – 8 including math, 
English, Hebrew, Science, Social Students and Judaic Studies 
to study with and support Yavneh students.   JEMA volunteers 
are not required to have any formal teaching experience and 
can volunteer for as little as one-half hour per week.  To 
volunteer, contact Dr. Brecker-Blum at hr@thehrca.com or 
Yavneh Academy at yavnehedoffice@yavnehacademy.org. 

 United Hatzalah, in partnership with CoronaCareIsrael, is 
proud to present free & anonymous online counseling to US 
frontline healthcare providers. It is a partnership group of 
mental health trauma professionals practicing in Israel. We 
offer 24/7 mental health support at hours when these services 
may not otherwise be readily available. Sign up anonymously at 
www.bit.ly/UHCoronaCare. Confidentiality is of prime 
importance to us, & we will never require any identifying 
details. We invite all frontline staffers to utilize our services 
during this challenging time. 

 Shopping Angels is a program designed to provide services to 
those populations deemed especially at-risk for the COVID-19 
virus. We are volunteering our time to personally deliver 
groceries or other shopping necessities to those who may prefer 
to stay within the safety of their own home at no additional cost. 
This program is entirely volunteer-based – we do not ask for gas 
money, tips, or delivery fees! To request service or to volunteer 
please visit www.shoppingangelsglobal.org.  

 Feldenkrais lessons for posture, calm & wellness continue. 
Mondays at 8-9 pm & Tuesday-Friday at 11:30-12:30 pm. Join 
on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5864270795. Meeting 
ID: 586 427 0795. Password: 337785. Call Joyce Bendavid OTR 
GCFP 201-759-4222 with any questions.  

 Seeking teen leaders who show significant initiative & 
leadership in creating & leading a new initiative – or have 
considerably deepened or expanded an existing project — that 
embodies the values of tikkun olam, repairing the world. Up to 
15 recipients will be awarded $36,000 each to further their 
project or for their education. Eligibility: Teens (13–19 years 
old) who are Jewish, living in the US, who are not compensated 
for their work. Projects may focus on the Jewish or general 
community. Teens may apply directly online by submitting an 
application by January 8, 2021. Teachers, rabbis, community 
leaders, or any individual may submit a nomination online by 
December 18, 2020. Nominated teens will then be asked to 
complete a full application. Go to 
https://www.dillerteenawards.org/apply-and-nominate/ 
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