
 



 

After three full length albums introducing the excellence and creativity of Temple Israel’s music 
and worship program to the Reform world, we felt it was time to give some attention to the 
music of our youngest members. Whether in class at our ECC, at home with their families, or at 
a Temple event for young children, our nursery and kindergarten kids still did not have any 
beautifully recorded Temple music that had been crafted for their age group. 

Bolstered by an extraordinary gift from Sarah Gottlieb, we embarked on a project that would go 
beyond just providing fun and educational music for our nursery and kindergarten aged 
members. Rather, we dreamed of transforming the entire musical world of the ECC and all the 
children of Temple families. The result was the Temple Kidsrael project. 
 
Part one was the album itself. Many children’s records are done quickly and with plenty of musical 
corners cut to save money. We decided this album should be a pleasure not just for the kids in 
our homes, but also for the parents and older siblings who are hearing the music in their 
environment. So we treated this album with the same care and artistry as we have our other 
Temple recordings. Jacob Spike Kraus, our Zipser Artist in Residence arranged and coproduced 
a recording we can kvell over. Along with seasoned New York based producer/mixer Eric 
Hoegemeyer, and a team of musicians hand-picked from Nashville and Michigan, Jacob and the 
Temple music team created tracks that burst out of your speakers with life, character and 
richness, while educating, delighting, and teaching our young children who they are as Jews. 
 
Part two was a children’s book based on the popular kids’ song Eretz Yisrael Sheli which we 
included on the album. This song, by Datia Ben-Dor has been a childhood classic for generations 
in Israel. With Datia’s permission and blessing, we recorded an English version of the song. To 
further connect our children to a love of Israel, and to reinforce the Hebrew vocabulary of the 
song, we also created a colorful, vibrant book - available to any Temple member families at no 
cost. Jacob Kraus’ wife, Casey Wright, created the endearing illustrations. The book makes a 
great bedtime story on its own, and is also a wonderful tool to follow along with the album song. 
 
Finally, with the help of local videographer, Scott Loudon, we produced three videos children 
can enjoy. The upbeat, inviting videos are another great way children can savor and learn 
Temple’s music at home or in the classroom, as well as for parents and caregivers to catch a ten 
minute break by running the full video playlist.  
 
Both of us give our abundant thanks to Sarah Gottlieb for fully underwriting this entire project, 
and for filling our ECC with the joy of Jewish music in memory of her beloved son Stephen. We 
are so happy to see our ECC kids singing these songs in class, enjoying their new book, and 
waking up each day feeling like “Temple Kidsrael Kids”. 

 
 
 

                        
 

Cantor Michael Smolash     Cantor Neil Michaels 
(The Stephen Gottlieb z”l Cantorial Chair)   (The Stephen Gottlieb z”l Cantorial Chair) 
 



 

 

 

 
Stephen Gottlieb  
 

Stephen Gottlieb adored music with an immense passion. Had this gifted soul had more time in 

this world, he would have become a professional musician, and shared his creative spirit with 

audiences far and wide. Sadly, the husband and father of three passed away in 2008. It is thanks 

to Stephen’s love of music that his parents, Harold z”l and Sarah Gottlieb, established an 

endowment in excess of $10 million at Temple Israel to create two Cantorial Chairs and an annual 

concert bearing their son’s name. Temple Kidsrael was fully underwritten through a generous 

additional gift from the Gottlieb family. It is our hope that this album and accompanying book 

inspire our ECC students and young people everywhere to enjoy Stephen’s great passion: music. 

 

 
 

Sarah Gottlieb and Cantor Michael Smolash 

 



 

 

1. Temple KIDSrael Kids                                         Smolash / Kraus 
2. Modeh Ani                                                       Citrin              
3. Wake Up Sh’ma                                                 Tiferet Siegel 
4. Love Adonai                                                 Sherwin / Sababa      
5. Counting Song                                                   Smolash / Kraus 
6. Kum Kum Lei Lei                                               Folk 
7. a Place Called PEACE                                           Michaels 
8. At the Mountainside                                           Smolash/ Kraus 
9. Classroom Favorites: 

In the Classroom/Slippery Fish/Itsy Bitsy Spider    Friedman / Diamond / Folk 
10. Eretz Yisrael Sheli                                                Ben-Dor / Smolash 
11.  We Sing Shabbat, We Sing Shalom                    Allard 
12. There’s a Dinosaur Knocking                            Arnold (adapted: Greisman / Joseph) 
13. Hamalach Hagoel                                              Kraus 

 
 

To download and/or stream the album, and for more information,  
visit www.temple-israel.org/album 
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1   Temple KIDSrael Kids  

Michael Smolash & Jacob Spike Kraus 

Na na na na na… 

 
I can be a Temple KIDSrael kid 
You can be a Temple KIDSrael kid 
We can be the Temple KIDSrael kids 
Learning every day. 
I can be a Temple KIDSreal kid 
You can be a Temple KIDSrael kid 
We can be the Temple KIDSrael kids 
Doing it our way! 
 
I’m a Temple KIDSrael kid 
I love to sing this song 
I’m here with all my Temple friends 
Where I know that I belong 
I love to sing my Aleph Bet 
And celebrate Shabbat 
So lift your voice and dance with me 
Give it all you’ve got! 
  

 

 

 

 



2  Modeh Ani  

Michelle Citrin 

 מֹוֶדה ֲאִני ְלָפֶניָך ֶמֶלְך ַחי ְוַקָים ֶשֶהֱחַזְרָת ִבי ִנְשָמִתי ְבֶחְמָלה, ַרָבה ֱאמּוָנֶתָך

The sun is shining 
its bright light on me 
I open my eyes 
so I can see 
The birds are chirping 
everyone’s awaking 
a new day arrives 
and it’s calling for me 
Singing: 
 
sha-la la la la la la la 
la la la la la la 
Modeh ani 
sha-la la la la la la la 
la la la la 
Lefanecha 
 
I can be anything I want to be 
now that my soul 
has returned back to me 
I’m free 
to decide 
it’s all up to me 
‘cause I can make today 
the best it can be 
 
singing… 
sha la la la la la la 
la la la la la la la 
Modeh ani lefanecha 
Melech chai vakayam 
shehechezarta bI nishmati 
b’chemla raba 
emunatecha 
la la la la la la la la la la la 
ooh woahh… 



3  Wake up Sh’ma  

Hanna Tiferet Siegel 
 

 ִיְשָראל ְיהָוה ֱאֹלהינּו ְיהָוה אָחד  ְשמעַ 

I wake up each morning with love in my heart 
For the world and the people I know 
I pray for the courage to be who I am 
And to make friends wherever I go 
Sh’ma Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai Echad  

 
 
 

4  Love Adonai Your God  

Robbi Sherwin 
 
Love Adonai your God, love Adonai your God… 
With all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your might 
 
Take these words that I command this day, 
And keep them in your heart  
 
Write them on the doorposts of your house, and on your gates. 

 

 

 

 

 



5  Counting Song 

Michael Smolash & Jacob Spike Kraus 
 
Achat is one and so much fun 
Shtayim is two like me and you 
Shalosh is three and fancy-free 
Arba is four let’s count some more 
  
 Achat shtayim shalosh arba 
Count em up with Ma and Pa 
Chamesh shesh sheva shmoneh 
Dial em on your telephone and 
Tesha and esser too 
I’ll count from one to ten with you 
  
Chamesh is five so look alive 
Shesh is six and really kicks 
Sheva is seven now we’re revin’ 
Shmoneh is eight we just can’t wait 
  
Tesha is nine you really shine 
Eser is ten… 
Now spin around and start again 
 

       Jacob (Spike) Kraus, Rabbi Jen Lader, Cantor Neil Michaels 

 

6  Kum Kum Lei Lei  

Folk 
 
Oh  
Kum Kum Lei Lei 
Bada m’bada 

 



 

7  a place called PEACE  

Neil Michaels 
 
Where the ocean meets the sky, 
Where mermaids dance, where seagulls fly,  
A place in dreams I know so well,  
The sea inside a single shell. 
 
Shalom, Shalom, Shalom, Shalom 
 
Where the forest branches sway, 
...seem to call, come on let’s play.  
Whisper dreams and let them rise, 
To the mountains so old and wise. 
 
Shalom, Shalom, Shalom, Shalom 
 
Whisper now; let the dream begin,  
It's time to trust the truth within.  
This is where we seek and find…  
A place called PEACE for humankind.  
 
Shalom, Shalom, Shalom, Shalom 
 
Dream on dreamers, hopes are high,  
Rest my head and close my eyes. 
Take me there, oh take me now,  
Someway, Someday, Somehow.  
 
Shalom, Shalom, Shalom, Shalom 

 

 
 

Cantor Neil Michaels 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8  At the Mountainside  

Michael Smolash & Jacob Kraus  
          
I’m gonna meet you at the mountainside 
I’m gonna meet you at the mountainside 
We will have our spirits open wide 
I’m gonna meet you at the mountainside 
 
I’m gonna meet you at the burning bush 
I’m gonna meet you at the burning bush 
There are miracles - if you only look 
I’m gonna meet you at the burning bush 
 
Oh, won’t you come along? 
Oh, and help me sing this song? 
Oh, look at all that we’ve been through. 
I’m gonna meet you 
I’m gonna meet you. 
 
I’m gonna meet you at the splitting sea 
I’m gonna meet you at the splitting sea 
We will finally set our people free 
I’m gonna meet you at the splitting sea 
 
I’m gonna meet you next to Miriam’s well 
I’m gonna meet you next to Miriam’s well 
She’ll have songs to sing and tales to tell 
I’m gonna meet you next to Miriam’s well  
 
Oh, won’t you come along? 
Oh, and help me sing this song? 
Oh, look at all that we’ve been through. 
I’m gonna meet you 
I’m gonna meet you. 
 
I’m gonna meet you at the bedtime Shema 
I’m gonna meet you at the bedtime shema 
We can dream together all night long 
I’m gonna meet you at the bedtime Shema 
I’m gonna meet you next to Miriam’s well  
I’m gonna meet you at the splitting sea 
I’m gonna meet you at the burning bush 
I’m gonna meet you at the mountainside 



9 Classroom Favorites  

Bakitah - Debbie Friedman 
 

In the classroom – Bakitah, 
A boy is – Yeled, 
And a girl is – Yaldah. 
We call the teacher – Hamorah  
We’re learning Hebrew – Ivrit Chadashah  

Mah? is – What? 
Mi? is – Who? 
Shalom means “Hi, how do you do?” 
Kain is – Yes 
Lo means – No 
It’s fun to sing these words we know. 
 

 
 

Slippery Fish - Charlotte Diamond 

Slippery fish, slippery fish 
Sliding through the water 
Slippery fish, slippery fish 
Gulp, gulp, gulp 
Oh no, it's been eaten by a- 

Great White Shark, Great White Shark 
Lurking in the water 
Great White Shark, Great White Shark 
Gulp, gulp, gulp 
Oh no, it's been eaten by a- 

Octopus, octopus squiggling in the water 
Octopus, octopus 
Gulp, gulp, gulp 
Oh no, it's been eaten by a- 

 

 
Humongous whale, humongous whale 
Spouting in the water 
Humongous whale, humongous whale 
Gulp, gulp, gulp 

Tuna fish, tuna fish 
Flashing through the water 
Tuna fish, tuna fish 
Gulp, gulp, gulp 
Oh no, it's been eaten by a- 
 

 
 

Slippery Fish (Octopus) by Charlotte Diamond © Charlotte Diamond Music SOCAN 1985 As Recorded on “10 Carrot Diamond”  

www.charlottediamond.com 

 

Itsy Bitsy Spider - Folk 
 

The Itsy bitsy Akavish went up the may’im spout. 
Down came the geshem and washed the Akavish out. 
Out came the Shemesh and dried up all the Geshem. 
The itsy bitsy Akavish went up the spout again 

http://www.charlottediamond.com/


10  Eretz Yisrael Sheli  

Datia Ben-Dor  

English translation by Michael Smolash 
 
Eretz Yisrael is mine - a sunny land we 
treasure. 
Who planted it and built it up? 
We all did together! 
I built a cozy house in Eretz Yisrael. 
So we have an Eretz 
And we have a Bayit 
In Eretz Yisrael 

 Eretz Yisrael is mine - a sunny land we 
treasure! 
Who planted it and built it up? 
We all did together! 
I built a solid bridge 
in Eretz Yisrael 
So we have an Eretz 
And we have a Bayit 
And we have an Etz 
And we have a K’vish 
And we have a Gesher 
In Eretz Yisrael 
 

Eretz Yisrael is mine - a sunny land we 
treasure. 
Who planted it and built it up? 
We all did together! 
I planted a big tree 
in Eretz Yisrael. 
So we have an Eretz 
And we have a Bayit 
And we have an Etz 
In Eretz Yisrael 
 
 

Eretz Yisrael is mine - a sunny land we 
treasure. 
Who planted it and built it up? 
We all did together! 
I wrote a happy song 
in Eretz Yisrael 
So we have an Eretz 
And we have a Bayit 
And we have an Etz 
And we have a K’vish 
And we have a Gesher 
And we have a Shir 
of Eretz Yisrael! 
 

Eretz Yisrael is mine - a sunny land we 
treasure.  
Who planted it and built it up? 
We all did together! 
I paved a winding road 
in Eretz Yisrael 
So we have an Eretz 
And we have a Bayit 
And we have an Etz 
And we have a K’vish 
In Eretz Yisrael 
 

 



11  We Sing Shabbat, We Sing Shalom  
Ellen Allard 

  
We sing Shabbat 
We sing Shalom 
Shabbat Shalom, Shabbat Shalom  
L’hadlik ner shel Shabbat, we bless the Sabbath lights  
We sing Shabbat… 
Borei pri hagafen, we bless the Sabbath wine  
We sing Shabbat… 
Hamotzi lechem min ha’aretz, we bless the Sabbath bread  
We sing Shabbat… 
 

Copyright: © 1998 Music and Lyrics by Ellen Allard, All Rights Reserved; Used By Permission Only hhtps://www.ellenallard.com 

 
 
 

12  There’s a Dinosaur Knocking   

Linda Arnold 
There’s a dinosaur knocking at my door,  
knock, knock knocking One Two Three 
There’s a dinosaur knocking at my door, 
and he wants to spend Shabbat with me 
  
He wants to light the candles, he wants to drink the wine. 
He wants to eat the Challah and spend some family time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHzDRS0Ise4


13  Hamalach Hagoel 

Jacob Spike Kraus  
 
 

ִתי  ֵאל אֹּ  ַהַמְלָאְך ַהגֹּ

ִתי  ֵאל אֹּ  ַהַמְלָאְך ַהגֹּ

 ָרע-ִמָכל

 ָרע-ִמָכל
Hamalach hagoel oti 
Hamalach hagoel oti 
Mi kol ra 
Mi kol ra 
 
Bless this child 
Bless this family 
May they forever be linked with me 
And with those who came before 
Across the generations 
May they grow to be 
The best of the nation 
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Eretz Yisrael Sheli Book 
Written by Datia Ben Dor  
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Directed and edited by Scott Loudon 

Director of Photography, Raymond Rivard 
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