
TEMPLE SINAI BULLETIN

Volume LI, No. 9 April 2017

The Temple Sinai Bulletin is published monthly by Temple Sinai, 
363 Penfield  Road, Rochester, NY 14625. Phone (585)381-6890   Fax (585)381-4921Hearing Loop Handicap Accessible

CELEBRATE 
PASSOVER

Attend 1st Day Passover Service 
We welcome Rabbi Peter 
Stein and TBK members 

Tuesday, April 11th 

at 10:30 a.m.

Removing 
Chametz 

from your cupboards? 
Please consider donating 

un-opened, non-perishable
 items to the food barrels 
at the temple entrances by 

Monday, April 3. 

Passover Service 
with Yizkor 

Memorial Prayers 
on Monday, April 17th  

at 10:30 a.m.

COMMANDMENTS 
(MITZVOT):

• Observe Passover for seven days
• Cleanse your house of leavened 

foods, called chametz
• Refrain from eating leavened food 

during Passover
• Eat matzah
• Participate in a Passover seder on   

the first two nights of Passover
• Read from a Haggadah at your seder
• Give tzedakah 

Passover 
First Seder

Monday, April 10 
Passover celebrates the Jewish 

people’s exodus from Egypt and 
freedom from slavery. The ability to 
remember and empathize with the 
feeling of slavery empowers us to 

work towards freedom for 
all people today.

Give Tzedakah 

One way to do this is to send a 
donation to MAZON, a Jewish 
organization to feed the hungry. 
MAZON, 12401 Wilshire Blvd., 

Suite 303, Los Angeles, CA 
90025-1015



oats, spelt, or their 
derivatives, which has 
leavened (risen) – and 
traditionally we abstain 
from chametz throughout 
Passover. Actual chametz is 
relatively easy to identify. 
What chametz in your 
spiritual life are you going to clean out this 
year?

What are our plagues?
We read in the Haggadah that God sent 10 
plagues upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians to 
convince them to let the Israelites go. What are 
our contemporary plagues that are reminding 
us to cherish our freedom and make sure more 
people are free?

What enslaves you?
Each year at the Passover Seder we read that 
the Israelites were slaves in Egypt. One of the 
central purposes of the Seder is to remember 
what it means to be enslaved. What enslaves 
you today?

What is your matzah?
The Israelites had to pack to leave Egypt at a 
moment’s notice without time to bake bread 
and let it rise. What is most essential to you 
today – what would you be taking with you?

Why?
In this day and age, living in a world of 
seemingly endless choices, what are your 
reasons for celebrating Passover in a world of 
choice?

And I would add, How?
How are you ensuring that we continue to be 
a redeemed and free Jewish people? Passover 
implores us to consider what each of us can 
do to fight the plague of oppression, and the 
terrible, destructive constraints imposed by 
hatred, prejudice and intolerance, and what 
each of us can do to empower all people, in all 
places to live free.

Wishing you a happy and meaningful Passover,

Rabbi Debbi Till
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Living Free

In a couple of weeks’ time, many of us will be 
sitting around festively and ritually decorated 
tables to celebrate Passover. By most accounts, 
Passover is the most widely observed Jewish 
holiday (a surprising statistic for many!) 
and, in all likelihood, each of us has found 
a meaningful way to celebrate with family, 
friends and specific rituals. With the winter 
months behind us and the promise of spring 
ahead, Passover offers us an especially good 
opportunity to review our history, reflect on 
the present, and imagine and plan for our 
Jewish future as a free people.  

Over these last weeks and months, the central 
message of the Passover story seems especially 
timely and resonant. As many are gripped by 
the far too many acts of violence against the 
Jewish community, and the new level of fear 
and uncertainty it brings, we are emboldened 
by the lessons learned from our ancestors. We 
have in the past been intimidated, oppressed, 
persecuted, marginalized, ghettoized and killed 
because of our faith. Through it all, we have not 
only survived, but thrived. The Passover story 
is a remarkable one of strength, perseverance 
and determination and serves as an annual 
reminder of our extraordinary resilience and 
steadfastness.  

Passover offers us a distinctive and powerful 
way to transmit Judaism to the next generation.  
That is always important, but especially now. 
Being more learned about our history, having 
deeper understanding of how we have endured 
for so many years and being more skilled at 
living many of those teachings, is at the core of 
what has kept us a strong, vibrant, principled 
people. At the Seder, we encourage participants 
of all ages to be active learners by the asking 
of questions. In addition to the traditional 
questions posed throughout the Haggadah, 
many incorporate the asking of contemporary 
Jewish questions to engender deeper 
discussion and connection. Here are some from 
rejormjudaism.org to consider:   

What is your chametz?
As we prepare for Passover we get rid of 
anything that contains chametz – any food 
product made from wheat, barley, rye, 



dates and times for entry 
into the building.

During an emergency 
situation, communication 
is important. Our phone 
system can be used 
as a public address 
system and we are in the 
process of having speakers installed so that 
announcements and emergency instructions can 
be communicated throughout the building.

And perhaps most important, we are 
participating in a newly launched community 
collaboration effort, led by the Jewish Federation 
of Rochester. The intent is to share ideas and 
coordinate efforts across all Jewish organizations 
in security needs and planning. Clergy, lay 
leadership and agency and executive directors 
are all engaged with this effort. We have been 
working for several years to build a sense of 
collaboration and cooperation amongst our 
synagogues. This will be a real benefit in that 
each organization is not attempting to build 
their own plan from scratch, but rather will use 
the knowledge and experience of the greater 
community.

We do currently have procedures in place 
covering building evacuation, lock down, 
intruders, bomb threats and more. Once our 
consultations with the Brighton Police and other 
community Jewish organizations are completed, 
we will be implementing more detailed 
procedures and drills.

But as always, the most effective deterrent to any 
safety or security threat is individual awareness 
of strange or unusual things happening inside 
or outside our building as exemplified by the 
motto “See something, say something.”  Please 
report anything that seems outside of the norm 
to Temple staff, who will follow up with the 
Brighton Police.

I want to assure everyone that our clergy, Rabbi 
Katz and Rabbi Till, our Education Director, Ilan 
Adar, our Executive Director, Jerry Elman, our 
lay leadership and the rest of the Sinai staff are 
here to help and support all congregants who 
have questions or concerns about the events 
happening around us. As a Temple community 
we must support one another during these 
trying times and as a community, we will get 
through this together.

Sue Bondy

I am writing this on Purim and you will be 
reading it as we prepare for Passover – what an 
appropriate time to talk about security issues in 
the Jewish community and Temple Sinai. I want 
to share with you some of the procedures we 
have implemented recently and our plans for the 
near future.

Recently numerous JCC's across the country, 
including the one in Brighton have received 
bomb threats and several Jewish cemeteries, 
again, including one in Rochester, have been 
vandalized. The increasing number of anti-
Semitic attacks is unnerving for all of us.
 

Mark Henderson, chief of police for the Brighton 
Police Department has been reaching out to 
the Jewish organizations and synagogues 
in Brighton to offer them additional patrol 
support and recommendations for improving 
their security plans. The Brighton Police have 
routinely patrolled Temple Sinai's parking lot 
once per eight hour shift every day, but recently 
they have increased the presence of marked 
vehicles in our parking lot both day and night.  
They have also been extremely responsive 
when unknown vehicles have been seen in 
our lot. Chief Henderson is also in the process 
of scheduling a meeting with our clergy, staff 
and lay leadership to conduct a building walk 
through.  We will meet afterward to discuss his 
recommendations and begin the implementation 
of them.

Recently when you have entered our building, 
I hope you have noticed the signs near the 
entrances informing you of the presence of 
video surveillance.  A security camera system 
was installed several months ago that monitors 
the parking lot, all entrance and exit doors as 
well as the building perimeter. The footage is 
archived and we are in the process of connecting 
our system directly with the Brighton Police 
Department so they can have access to our 
system whenever needed.

If you have visited the office during non-peak 
times recently, you have been buzzed in, using 
our new video intercom and electronic door 
release system. This allows office staff members 
to see and talk with people who want to enter 
the building and electronically release the doors.  
This system has also replaced the old key entry 
system with an electronic fob. This allows us 
much better control over who has access to the 
building when the doors are locked, since the 
fobs can be programmed for specific people, 
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School of Jewish 
Life and Learning
 Pinat Ha-Talmid
 (The Student Corner)

By Ilan D. Adar,  
Education Director

Unfortunately for those of us who like winter 
sports, this year (as we have experienced last  
year) we enjoyed a relatively “springy” winter  
(aside from a few freezing days; and a devastating  
hurricane-like wind).

March was a busy month. It began on Sunday, 
March 5, with the third grade program titled 
“Partners with God.” During the program 
students and parents were engaged in discussing  
the various ways we can become God’s partners;  
and making personal posters depicting their 
favorite “core of action.”

A week later, March 12, we gathered in our 
Social Hall to celebrate Purim.  Thank you for 
the parent volunteers who prepared the dough 
for our hamantashen, and to members of our 
SJLL Committee, for making sure that the 
hamantashen were baked and ready to be eaten 
at the end of our program.

On Sunday, March 19, our second grade 
students and their parents participated in their 
curriculum related program: “Be a Torah.”  
Students chose their favorite Torah story, made 
a scroll-like parchment paper page, and wrote 
on it about the story they chose from the Torah.  
The program concluded with students and 
parents sitting in two opposing lines of chairs, 
holding an un-scrolled Torah and learning about  
various aspects of its text and physical attributes. 

On Saturday, March 25, our sixth grade students  
and their families gathered in the sanctuary for 
Shabbat morning service led by the students.  
As could be expected, the students lead the 
service beautifully (thank you to Mrs. Greer 
and her Madrichim and Madrichot; and to 
the parents for encouraging their children to 
practice). After the service, we gathered in the 
social hall for a pot-luck lunch.

On Wednesday, March 29, visiting high school 
Israeli students from Modiin came to our 
temple to conduct and be engaged in various 
activities with our third - seventh grade classes.

Mega Bake Sale Fundraising Event
On Sunday, April 2, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., our 
students, parents, and all other members of our 
Temple, as well as the community at large are 
invited to visit, shop, and socialize during our 
Mega Bake Sale Fundraising event.

We appreciate any contribution of baked 
goods!  Please no nuts! Please indicate if gluten 
free.

Baked goods can be brought on Sunday morning  
to our social hall; or on Friday morning, March 31,  
to the office (we will place it in the refrigerator 
till Sunday morning). 

The visiting schedule for our classes are: 
First, Second, and Third Grade: 9:55 - 10:15 a.m.
Sixth & Seventh Grade:   10:35 - 10:55 a.m.
Fourth & Fifth Grade:   11:00 - 11:20 a.m.

Please provide your child/ren with some money 
(if you wish to do so). They will have a chance 
to purchase baked goods during their visit.
Please Note:  You are more than welcome to 
join with your children during their visit.   

April Schedule of Events
Sunday, April 2:  Annual Mega Bake Sale  

(9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.); Sprouts
Friday, Apr. 7:  Family Service at 6:00 p.m.; 

Shabbat with Friends dinner at 7:00 p.m.; 
Third Grade will participate during the 
service.

Monday, Apr. 10:  No school (Passover)
Tuesday, Apr. 11:  Passover service at 10:30 a.m.
Friday, Apr. 14:  Young Family Service          

(6:00 p.m.); service at 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, Apr. 16 - 23:  No school or Kesher 

(spring recess)
Monday, Apr. 17:  No school; 7th Day of 

Passover service and Yizkor at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Apr. 23:  Holocaust Remembrance 
Day (Yom Ha-shoah) ceremony at the JCC 
(4:00 - 5:30 p.m.)

Wednesday, Apr. 26:  Bogrim
Sunday, Apr. 30:  Sprouts; Israel Memorial 

Day (Yom Ha-zikaron) ceremony at Temple 
Sinai (TBA)
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Be part of the Sinai Community! 
Join our service as our B'nai Mitzvah lead us in worship.

Naomi
Marx
April 8,

10:30 a.m.
service

Daughter of 
Larry Marx and
Deborah Rosen

Matthew
Sarnov
April 1,

10:30 a.m.
service

Son of 
Mark and

Bobbi Sarnov

Alexander
Posener
April 29,

10:30 a.m.
service

Son of
Paul and

Jennifer Posener

Sean
Caruso
April 22,

10:30 a.m.
service
Son of

Angelo Caruso and 
Laura Walitsky

SAWCY 
At the beginning of March, several brave 
SAWCY members went ice skating at the MLK 
Arena. It was an especially cold day but we 
had lots fun!  On March 11, SAWCY helped 
run the Purim Carnival along with RATSY. On 
April 9th, we'll be taking part in J-Serve, the 
Jewish Federation's International Day of Jewish 
Youth Service. The event is an afternoon of 
volunteering and community service. Teens will 
be gardening, weeding and cleaning along with 
other Jewish teens in the Rochester area. On 
April 23rd, we'll be participating in a SURPRISE 
EVENT along with other Jewish teens in the 
Rochester area! It is being held from 1:00 - 4:00 
p.m. and will begin and end at Temple Beth El. 
Don't miss this event! In the beginning of May, 
we’ll be doing a baking event at Temple Sinai. 

We invite all 6th-8th graders to attend our many 
fun events. We also have opportunities to give 
back and perform tzedakah, cook traditional 
Jewish goodies as well as learn about each 
other. We hope you consider joining us! Please 
feel free to contact me with any questions: 
Diana Seroski, dianapseroski@gmail.com.

YOUTH CORNER

We welcome Rabbi 
Peter Stein and the TBK 

members who will be 
joining us for the morning 
service on the first day of 

Passover, Tuesday, 
April 11th at 10:30 a.m.

The Passover Service 
with Yizkor Prayers 

will be held on 
Monday, April 17, 2017

at 10:30 a.m.
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In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of:
Evelyn Shear, grandmother of AJ Shear
Randall Wood, brother of Ronald Wood
June Schechter, sister of Elise Rosenfeld
Richard Frankel, brother of Neil Frankel
The Temple family extends its heartfelt 
sympathy to the families.

Mazal Tov to…
Karen and David Gimple on the birth of 

grandson Gavin Thomas, son of Adam and 
Dana Gimple

Alice and Richard Silver on the engagement of 
son Daniel Silver & Lauren Sechrist

Gabe & Patti Chodak on the birth of daughter 
Eliana Marielle Chodak

Michael and Susan Harf on the birth of 
grandson Levi Tanner Harf, son of Isaiah 
and Dana Harf. Mazal Tov also to great-
grandparents Milton and Anita (z"l) 
Friedman 

Paul and Cheryl Aloi on the birth of grandson 
Gabriel Edward Lee to Melanie Aloi and Josh 
Lee

AJ and Ryan Shear on the birth of son Oliver 
William

Todah Rabah to…
Stan and Reenie Feingold for their donation of 

a flat screen television for the Youth Lounge 
and for funding the Purim Pourin’ event for 
our new 20’s – 30’s group.

Welcome Our New Members…
Seth and Roberta Borg

If you or someone you know is ill or going 
through difficult times, please call the Temple 
Office at 381-6890. It is a mitzvah to visit those 
who are ill. Our Rabbis want to be there for 
those in need.

Within Our Family Dear Congregants of Temple Sinai,
For the 17 years that our family lived in 
Rochester, Temple Sinai was the cornerstone 
of our community. In 1999, after a difficult 
move across the country from our previous 
home in southern California, we were drawn 
to the Temple's physical space - specifically 
its peaceful and spiritual sanctuary. Once we 
became members, however, we felt the warmth 
of the community that welcomed us with open 
arms. Both our children became B'nai mitzvah 
at Temple Sinai - first our daughter Sabrina, and 
then our son Cyrus. My husband Harold served 
as chair of the religious practices committee, on 
the Temple board, and as a marathon Shofar 
blower on the high holidays. I was a fourth grade 
religious school teacher for seven years at Sinai 
during which every day was like a blessing to me. 

When my husband and I decided to leave 
Rochester to move closer to our children in 
Washington D.C., we knew it would be difficult 
to leave our Sinai community behind. The 
transition only became more difficult when 
my beloved husband passed away this past 
December; after battling with stage four cancer 
for more than 4 years, and just two months of 
living together in our new home in Maryland.

Despite the distance, the Sinai community 
has helped our family through some of our 
darkest days during the past few months. We 
all are so grateful for the donations in Harold's 
memory, the cards, the phone calls and pure 
heartwarming love we have received. This letter 
is our attempt to share our heartfelt gratitude 
with you all. We want you to know that we miss 
Sinai and are thankful for the years of meaning 
and growth we found in Rochester (and in 
the months since our move). Sinai is a special 
community, and we are grateful that we had the 
chance to be a part of it. 

Many blessings and love,
Shekoofeh Manzoor Sussman
Sabrina Sussman
Cyrus Sussman

Temple Contacts
Rabbis   
Alan J. Katz   rabbikatz@tsinai.org
Debbi Till  rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Education Director 
Ilan Adar  iadar@tsinai.org
Cantorial Soloist 
Elise Wojciechowski
Executive Director
Jerry Elman jelman@tsinai.org

                                        Officers
 President 
 Susan Bondy

 Secretary 
 Keith Greer

Vice Presidents:
Administration Suzanne Tunnell
Congregant Connections Carol Yunker
Finance Victor Poleshuck
Education Seth Silver & Barb Snyderman
Religious Practices Rebecca Drayer
Youth Initiatives Eric Rozen



April 2017 Calendar
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Erev Shabbat 
Service with 
Birthday Blessings 
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Dinner 
with Friends 7:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Tzaz
Leviticus 6.1–8.36
RAIHN

20

      Sunday      Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

24 2625

4 5

21 22

1

3

23

Erev Shabbat 
Young Familty 
Service 6:00 p.m.
Schmoozin' 
Shabbat 6:45 p.m. 
Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:00 p.m. 
Chol Hamoed

Erev Shabbat 
Service 6:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion: 
Shemini
Leviticus 9.1–11.47

2827

Executive Board 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
RAIHN

30

29
Schmoozin' 
Shabbat 6:45 p.m. 
Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion: 
Tazria-Metzora
Leviticus 12.1–15.33

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Preschool Event 
6:00 p.m.

School in Session
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.
RAIHN

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
RAIHN

School in Session
Model Seder 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
RAIHN

NO SCHOOL OFFICE CLOSED
Passover Service 
with TBK 
10:30 a.m.

Rochester 
Coalition Against 
Human Trafficking 
5:00 p.m.
Membership 
Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.

NO SCHOOL
OFFICE CLOSED
Passover Service 
and Yizkor 
Memorial Prayers 
10:30 a.m. 

NO SCHOOL 
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.

NO SCHOOL
NO ADULT ED

Board of Trustees 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

7th Grade School 
4:30 p.m.

School in Session
Bogrim 6:00 p.m.
Women's 
Chavurah - 
Celebrity Chefs' 
Program 
7:00 p.m.

School in Session
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
Confirmation Parent's 
Meeting 1:00 p.m.
Hineni Leadership 
Program 3:30 p.m.
Yom Hazikaron Event 
5:00 p.m.

May Erev Shabbat Services

 May 5  Erev Shabbat Family Service  @  6:00 p.m. 
 May 12 Young Family Service @ 6:00 p.m.
   Erev Shabbat Service  @ 8:00 p.m. 
 May 19 Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m
 May 26 Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

2
School in Session
Mega Bake Sale 9:00 a.m.
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
RAIHN

7th Grade School
RAIHN

RAIHN

School in Session

 

on 4/7

 Birthday  

Blessings

Religious Practices 
Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. 

NO SCHOOL
NO ADULT ED
Yom Hashoah Service 
at JCC 4:00 p.m. 

Please bring your USED COMPUTER 
PRINTER CARTRIDGES to the 
school office. The religious 
school will receive money for all 
cartridges turned in.

Are you missing something?

Lost & found items are removed 

from the office after 60 days. 

Unclaimed items will be donated 

to Goodwill.
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to all those who remembered 
Temple Sinai when they 
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March 31 & April 1
Otto Berko
Charles Bullard
David Forman
Fredy Fox
Irving Friedlander
Sol Gasster
David Jacobs 
Henry Kantor
Lynne Kareken 
Joseph Kellerman
Doris Kevin
Nancy Klein
Milton Kolman
Richard Leonard
Evelyn Levine
Kam Lui
Sidney Metzger
Jodie Reif
Paul Reiser
Gloria Sarachan
Boris Schneeberg
Stacy Schwartz-
Shepard
Leonard Shavick
Sarah Smolowitz
Gordon Wagner
Sharon Wexler

April 7 & 8
Saul Babbin
Kathryn Bancroft
Pierre Fenster
Joan Finegood
Rosalind Forrest
Barnet Fried
Louis Green
Ida Greenfield
Richard Guon
Helen Hill
Milton Jacobson
Eugene Jaffe
Nathan Kessler
Roberta King
Marvin Kucker
Mildred Lapin

Molly Levitt
Jerome Louis
Elmer Louis
Judith Potter
Rose Presberg 
Anneliese Rayburn
Edgar Raz
Malvin Ring
Muriel Rothstein
Richard Schonfeld
Anita Staenberg
Beryl Waldman
Dorothy Waltzer
Rose Yaffee
William Yalowich

April 14 & 15
Evelyn Abramow
Albert Aroesty
Levi Baker 
Annie Becker
Aaron Beckwith
Paul Braverman 
Jeanette Brill
Kopel Burdman
Robert Burton
Bernard Cramer
Marvin Demchick
Margaret Ein-Gal
Freda Feldman
Sarah Feltquate
Pauline Fox
Evelyn Fraum
David Freedman
Anne Gitlin
Pearl Goldenberg
Sol Goldman
Rosalyn Greenberg
Doris Groden
Faivel Gurevech
Rose Helper
Sarah Kalfin
Robert Kellerman
Rhoda Kotok
Rose Kurchin

Jack Meyers
Esther Mutnick 
Philip Rakov 
Mildred Rosenbaum
Erle Scheller
Norman Schenker
Henry Schlossberg
Lenore Specterman
Alice Teichman
Isaac Zuckerman

April 21 & 22
Morris Bookholtz 
Gabriel Chekow 
Betty Dworkin 
Carol Einbinder 
Ada Gerber
Israel Ginsburg
Margery Gootnick
Nelson Gorin
Sidney Hordon
Anna Joel
Hyman Klein
Rena Kolman
Roslyn Lerner
Samuel Mazur
Ruth Pincus
Betty Rifkin
Boruch Rivshin
Florence Rosenfeld 
Leah Roth
Arthur Stillman
Lawrence Wilan 
Deborah Zimmerman

April 28 & 29
Josephine Abelman
Kate Astarita
Tanya Berg
Saundra Braitman
Lyle Brozost
Elizabeth Cadien 
Irving Cooper
Harvey Gage
Arlene Goldman

Belle Goldstein
Sara Golub
Arlyn Grossman
Elaine Hacker
Lev Katz
Ida Keil
Peter Liebschutz
Thelma Marcus
Gail Nichtern
Dorothy Pitlick 
Harry Q. Rosenfeld 
Idel Royzer
Judy Sandler
Morton Sarachan
Ethel Shiffrin
Marcia Weiner
Marcia Weiner
Fraya Wildman
John Zack

May 5 & 6
Abraham D. Abrams
Ruth Baker
Horace Becker
Jennie Berson
Stephanie Buran
Mary Jo Ebner
Margaret Faber
Ruth Gold
Samter Horwitz
Sanford Jacobson
Max Kahn 
Abba Lekakh
Rosemarie Molser 
Warren Proulx, Sr.
Thomas F. Reinke, Jr.
Sharon Rosa
Zlota Royzer
David Schneider
Elsie Shrager
Helen Smetana
Michael Weiner 
Irving Weiner
Nathan Weinstein
Milton Wittenberg
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Sinai Social Action Corner

Can you describe the difference between an 
immigrant, legal migrant, illegal migrant, 
permanent resident, alien, US National, 
naturalized citizen, and refugee? I needed to look 
up these identifiers on a government website. 

For example, the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services says, “Refugees are 
generally people outside of their country who 
are unable or unwilling to return home because 
they fear serious harm.” The story of the Jews 
in Egypt is about immigrants arriving and 
refugees leaving. Passing between countries 
and across borders are topics in the news every 
day. The Social Action Committee is developing 
programs for the Sinai community about 
Rochester’s refugee population. 

We are also planning a program on the First 
Amendment. It will include speakers and a 
panel, discussing an important constitutional 
topic.

Look for announcements about these programs 
in the Temple Bulletin and Snippets, and join us 
to learn more.

Anne Ghory-Goodman

Be sure to visit 
our website 
(www.tsinai.
org) for Barbara 
Lovenheim's 
review of The 
Aleppo Codex: 

A True Story of Obsession, Faith, and 
the Pursuit of an Ancient Bible.

Shabbat Dinner 
with Friends: 
Welcome to Camp!
 
Many in this congregation remember going 
to camp as a child and the fun that they had. 
Whether it was Camp Seneca Lake, Camp Sisol, 
the YMCA, 4-H, Girl or Boy Scout camp, or 
some other camp, attendees were left with life-
long memories. The ruach (spirit) of camp came 
together as we joined as friends for a summer 
of fun.  
 
Come join us on Friday, April 7th for our camp 
themed "Shabbat Dinner with Friends." RATSY 
will be leading the service with assistance 
from the 3rd graders and the dinner menu 
will incorporate many favorite camp foods. 
Following dinner, RATSY will be leading some 
fun, camp-related activities. The Brighton 
Israeli exchange students and their host 
families will be our guests and will join us for 
this event. 
 
Please call the Temple Sinai office at 381-6890 to 
RSVP. Reservations are not necessary, but are 
strongly encouraged so that we can ensure we 
have enough food for all. 

Welcome 

to our new staff member

Next time you are at temple, stop in the office 
and say hello to Holly Woloshyn, our new 
Office Administrative Assistant. Holly joined us 
in December to fill the void left when our long 
time staff member, Amy Tackaberry retired. 
Holly comes to us with much experience in 
business management, office administration 
and information systems. Welcome, Holly – we 
are happy to have you as part of our team!

Visit Our Website:  
www.tsinai.org
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   Women's Chavurah
Please Join the Women’s Chavurah for

Celebrity Chefs: 
The Cuisine of Italian Jews

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 
 7:00 p.m.

The Women’s Chavurah is continuing its exploration of 
food traditions of non-Ashkenazi Jews. Last year we 
sampled food from Greece, Turkey, Iran, Syria, and 
Tunisia. This year we will be visiting Italy.  
 

John and Shirley Hart were founding members of 
Temple Sinai. But more importantly they dedicated 
their lives to Temple Sinai by their continued 
engagement in all aspects of temple life until their 
recent deaths. For years John came to services and 
always acted as a greeter whether he was formally 
assigned to that role or not.  Many of us remember 
coming to Temple Sinai for the very first time and 
being greeted by John. 

The temple building was one of John’s biggest joys 
and no one cared for the building more than he 
did. He led Mitzvah day projects year after year 
to make needed building repairs. Every time he 
came into the building, he would walk through 
it and identify areas that needed to be cleaned or 
repaired. He cared as much about our building as 
he did his own home. 

The most important contribution of John and 
Shirley Hart was their commitment to the vision 
of the founding families and being role models to 
carry out that vision. They always reminded us of 
that vision whenever we lost course. We owe much 
to both for the temple culture we all cherish. A 
culture of inclusiveness and family meant so much 
to them. 

They were also pioneers in 
change and innovation. Through 
the years as the world around 
us changed, they led the way in 
ensuring Temple Sinai always 
changed and adapted to meet the 
needs of our congregants. They 

insisted we always be innovative in bringing our 
temple community together.  It was always about 
the vision and culture in the minds of John and 
Shirley Hart. 

John and Shirley never wanted public recognition 
and in death never wanted any plaques or 
memorials to honor them. What they wanted was 
something that honored their memory by making 
a difference for Temple Sinai’s future. 

The temple board has chosen to honor John and 
Shirley by naming our general endowment fund 
after them. There could be no greater way to 
remember them than to invest in the Temple’s 
future through the endowment. 

Please join us in remembering John and Shirley 
Hart by donating to the Endowment Fund, 
now named for them. There are two ways of 
donating to the endowment. The first is a direct 
contribution by check or credit card. The second is 
by naming Temple Sinai in your estate and will.  

Please join us in securing Temple Sinai’s future 
and cementing the bond from one generation to 

another. Please give generously 
to the John and Shirley Hart 
General Endowment Fund.  

For any questions or assistance 
on planning giving to Temple 
Sinai please contact Jerry Elman 
in the temple office. 

The John and Shirley Hart General Endowment Fund

We are delighted that professional chef Janine 
Fried will provide a cooking demonstration. You will 
hear the story of Jews in Italy, the role that Jews 
played in the development of Italian cuisine, and the 
interface of food in both Jewish and Italian culture 
and families. And, of course, there will be sampling 
of Italian Jewish foods, such as Caponata alla Giudia, 
Scarola a Insalata, Sformato di Spinaci, and Bomba 
di Riso.    
Please RSVP by April 12 to Carol Yunker at 
VPKelly@aol.com or 385-3910. 

A charge of $5 per person will be collected at the  
door. There will be a basket for donations to the 
Brighton Food Pantry if you would like to bring 
something.

As always, not for women only!



13
Tem

p
le Life &

 C
o
n
trib

u
tio

n
s

Committee Highlight: 
Religious Practices
Sustaining Jewish life is at the core of the 
congregation’s responsibility.  To that end the 
Religious Practices Committee functions as one 
of the vehicles to achieve that goal.  We strive to 
find ways to have Shabbat be more meaningful 
to our members. We encourage members to add 
something Jewish into their lives, adding to 
what is already meaningful to them.

We work to provide meaningful worship 
experiences for Shabbat and the Jewish 
holidays.  We encourage participation in these 
experiences both at temple and in congregant 
homes. We strive to meet the needs of 
congregants for all things connected with the 
Jewish Life Cycle.

The structure and variety of worship services 
here at Temple Sinai are periodically reviewed 
by the committee in an effort to remain 
current and meet the spiritual needs of our 
congregants. The members of this committee 
play a significant role in making sure the High 
Holy Day services run smoothly. We work in 
conjunction with various other temple members 
and groups to provide the spiritual needs of our 
temple members at this special time of the year.

The Religious Practices Committee serves as 
a touchstone for all things related to services, 
in conjunction with the rabbis. We always 
welcome questions, suggestions, and input 
from congregants. Other aspects of our 
responsibilities include, onegs, Kashrut policy, 
service themes, service times and options, and 
prayer book selection.

If being a part of this committee and its important 
work interests you, please contact Carol 
Goldsmith (chair), cgoldsmith@rochester.rr.com 
or Ellen Goldenberg, ellengoldenberg@yahoo.com.

      Highlighted Fund    
                         
                            JOEL BLOOM FUND 
                         

                                                         

                       This fund was established by the 
family of Joel Bloom and other contributors 
to promote the continued memory of 
Joel Bloom and his musical contributions 
to Temple Sinai. This fund provided for 
the initial construction of the Joel Bloom 
Memorial Garden. Ongoing contributions 
to this fund are used to maintain the garden 
and fund special programs that continue the 
memory of Joel Bloom within the realm of 
Jewish music and entertainment. 

We Hope to Bring You the 
Bulletin Next Month....
Greenwood Typo and Art Services prints our 
Temple bulletin at no charge. This includes 
the paper, ink and all machinery involved in 
production -- it is all at Greenwood's expense. 

They provide this service because it is 
underwritten by advertising. You see these 
sponsoring businesses in the center pages. 

At this time, our advertising is NOT covering 
Greenwood's costs. It is imperative for us to 
get new advertisers to maintain our monthly 
publication. 

If you own a business, please consider placing 
an ad. Consider asking a friend or relative who 
might want to advertise. Please remember that 
Greenwood is a local business, based right here 
in Webster. And as a congregant, you know that 
the readership are informed local consumers, 
just like you! 

You can reach Greenwood directly at 671-2951 
for pricing and more information. 

Contacting The Rabbis
Please let the Temple Office know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that the Rabbis and the congrega-
tion can respond appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any life cycle events at which Rabbi Katz or Rabbi 
Till will be present without speaking to them first. 

To reach Rabbi Katz in an emergency, please call both his home phone (872-6722) and his cell phone (233-8028). To 
reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call her cell phone (355-0192). 

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. We ask Temple members who are aware that one of our members is in 
a hospital to please call the Temple Sinai office so that one of our Rabbis may visit them.   
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BUILDING FUND

In memory of
David Brzowsky, by Jerry & Janet Elman
Henry Cooke, by Ed & Bess Lewis
Suzanne Gloria Major, by Jo-Ann Hussion

DICK SCHONFELD 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In memory of
Leo Hoffman, by Debra Rosenzweig
Abe Rifkin, by Robyn Goodman & Irene 

Belyakov-Goodman
Harold Mann, by David & Denise Cyrkin

In honor of
Pam Benjamin’s birthday, by Andrea Poprocki
A donation has been made by Lillian Courtheoux

FLORAL FUND
In memory of

Moe Wiesenberg, by Jerome Wiesenberg
Joseph Keil, by Jerome Wiesenberg

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of

June Schechter, by Monika & Les Katzel
Albert Simon, by Monika & Les Katzel
John Hart, by Monika & Les Katzel 
Richard Frankel, by Monika & Les Katzel
Mary Jo Smith, by Peter & Sue Bondy
Enid Bondy, by Peter & Sue Bondy
Sarah Feinstein, by Peter & Sue Bondy
Hy Feinstein, by Peter & Sue Bondy

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In memory of

Phyllis Cohen, by Jane Amstey
Ruth Herrman, by Jane Amstey
Ruth Buchman, by Ward Ghory & Anne 

Ghory-Goodman
Israel Ginzburg, by Isaak Rivshin
Agnes Caselli, by John & Diane Caselli
Leonid Sanberg, by Irina Sanberg, Margarita 

Sanberg
Alan Davidson, by Bev & Marvin Groden
Moysey Krasnik, by Liza Burdman & Emiliya 

Keyserman
Malvin Ring, by Hilda Ring

In honor of
Elise Wojciechowski, by Lillian Courtheaux

In appreciation of
The Chanukah Bazaar, by Vicki Finnefrock

RABBI KATZ’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of

Al Simon, by Dr. & Mrs. Lowell Goldsmith
Bernard Agins, by Rose Agins
Morton Rosenbaum, by Warren & Pam 

Rosenbaum
Anne Grisbord, by the Reback Family
Molly Bobroff, by the Reback Family
Renee Roth, by the Reback Family
Jodie Reif, by the Reback Family
Mike Grisbord, by the Reback Family
Franscesco Madonia, by the Reback Family
Shirley Naimark, by Susan & David Spector
Arnold Israel, by Robert & Merilyn Israel
Ernest Brownell, by Gail Brownell & Jay Supnick
Marion Brownell, by Gail Brownell & Jay Supnick
Ralph Katz, by Gail Brownell & Jay Supnick, 

Robyn Goodman & Irene Belyakov-Goodman
John Hart, by Gail Brownell & Jay Supnick
Bruce Holm, by Allison Holm
Harold Sussman, by Shekoofeh Sussman
Lena Danoff, by Evelyn Mitzner-Wohl
Abe Levitt, by Jane & Jerry Margolis

In honor of
The engagement of Andrew Schenker to 

Melynda Fuller, by Laura & Marty Kaufman
In appreciation of

Rabbi Katz, by Ed & Bess Lewis
Rabbi Katz, by Debra Rosenzweig

RABBI TILL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of

Arnold Israel, by Robert & Merilyn Israel
Dov Weidenfeld, by Yosepha & David Freeman
Ernest Brownell, by Gail Brownell & Jay Supnick
Marion Brownell, by Gail Brownell & Jay Supnick
John Hart, by Gail Brownell & Jay Supnick
Ben Frindel, by Jeffrey & Lili Voldman

In honor of
Ariel Tabachnikoff’s Bat Mitzvah, by Vicki & 

Tom Finnefrock

ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND
In memory of

Ethel Simon, by Joel & Ann Shamaskin
Ben Hiller, by Nancy Hiller

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of

Randall Wood, by Rochelle Cresov
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PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of

Jacob Friedlander, by Ian & Elise Friedlander
Golde Wolkoff, by Michael Wolkoff
Lester Abelman, by Judy Abelman & Barry 

Goldfarb
Hyman Cresov, by Marvin & Irene Barkin
Sadie Rosen, by Irma Wiener
Jack Slawetsky, by Louis & Harriet Slawetsky

In honor of
Lou & Bernice Fraum’s 60th Anniversary, by 

Louis & Harriet Slawetsky

RAIHN FUND
In memory of

Murray Schmutter, by Sue Tebor
Sandy Fogarty, by Mark & Bobbi Sarnov
Mark Cohn, by Jim & Marilyn Buran
Charles Baker, by Candice Baker Leit
Herbert Sadoff, by Katherine Sadoff-Herrick
Sara Brodsky, by Noreen Salerno
Sarah Lewis, by Noreen Salerno
A donation has been made by Lillian Courtheoux

In memory of
Harold Sussman, by Shekoofeh Sussman

SHABBAT FAMILY PROGRAM 
ENDOWMENT FUND

In appreciation of
The Purim Dinner, by Jerome & Arlene Wiesenberg

 TREE OF LIFE FUND
A leaf has been placed on the Tree of Life

in honor of 
The Shabbos Study Group’s Completion of 

Melachim Bet 5/21/2016, by Julian Yudelson
A donation has been made in appreciation of

Holly Woloshyn, for joining the temple office 
staff, by Jerry Elman

Joyce Schachter, for her efforts in the temple 
office, by Jerry Elman

WINDOWS OF LIGHT FUND
In memory of

John Hart, by Karen Quinn

YOUTH ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of

Ruth Valinsky, by Alan & Sherry Volinsky

Learn about these funds on our website: tsinai.org / About 
Us / Contributions. Tributes received after March 10th will 
be acknowledged in the May bulletin.

JOEL BLOOM MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of

Thomas Courtheaux, by Lillian Courtheaux
In appreciation of

Elise Wojciechowski, by Ed & Bess Lewis

LAMPERT MUSIC FUND
In memory of

Adele Brzowsky, by Jerry & Janet Elman
Khamania Kaplan, by Robyn Goodman & 

Irene Belyakov-Goodman
Harold Sussman, by Shekoofeh Sussman
June Schechter, by Stan & Sue Albert

In appreciation of
Elise Wojciechowski, by Karen Quinn

MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND
In memory of

Mildred Montrose, by Elaine Montrose Usdane
Bella Alpert, by Linda & Steve Alpert-Gillis
Alec Alpert, by Linda & Steve Alpert-Gillis
Sally Rappaport Gordon, by Heidi & Mike 

Fishman
Joseph Zatzkin, by Sherry & Ron Schwartz
Lucille Schwartz, by Sherry & Ron Schwartz
Paul Nemetz, by Sarah Nemetz
James Murphy, by Seth, Suzanne, Daniel & 

Jackie Silver
David Forman, by Randi Forman & Mark 

Anderson
In honor of

The marriage of Jenny Lewis & Matthew 
Holmes, by Michael & Susan Mercier

The marriage of Rachel Kirschen & David 
Berk, by Michael & Susan Mercier

In appreciation of
The Mitzvah Committee, by Ed & Bess Lewis

ONEG FUND
In memory of

Ilya Vinokar, by Robyn Goodman & Irene 
Belyakov-Goodman

Melvin Fernandez, by Judy & Allan Schwartz

TORAH RESTORATION FUND
In memory of

Jack Gordon, by Judy Abelman & Barry Goldfarb
Samuel Hutkoff, by Rochelle Cresov
Hyman Cresov, by Rochelle Cresov
Paul Nemetz, by Janet Nemetz
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Thank you 
to all the 
volunteers 
who helped 
to make our 
Purim celebration 
a smashing success! 
Thanks also go to RATSY 
and SAWCY for a fun 
carnival and to Temple 
Life for arranging a 
delicious pizza and 
salad dinner. Many hands 
make light work! Make 
new friends by 
volunteering for our 
next event. 

It was a Hamilton Purim 
Shpiel with our 
wonderful Temple 
Sinai cast:

Row 1 – Lindsey Hagan, Eva Burger, Julia Reeder, Josh Fenster
Row 2 – Susan Rizzo, Irina Lupynis, Elise Wojciechowski, Remy Fenster, Rabbi Till, Ilan Adar, Alex Reeder and 
Rabbi Katz


