TEMPLE SINAI SCHOOL OF JEWISH LIFE AND LEARNING
2018-19
GENERAL INFORMATION
Dear Parents,
We are working hard, planning an interesting, joyful, and meaningful year of Jewish education and
related activities.
PLEASE KEEP IT AS A REFERENCE
Please do not hesitate to call our office (381-6890) or e-mail Ilan Adar (iadar@tsinai.org) if you have
questions or concerns regarding any of the information provided in this packet.
Schedule for our Kesher and Bogrim:
Kesher (8th - 10th grade):

Sunday 12:00 – 2:00

Bogrim (11th & 12th grade): Wednesday (once a month) 6:00 – 7:15
Calendar of Events: For your convenience and to give you a “head-start” on marking your family
calendar for the next school year, we posted a tentative Kesher and Bogrim calendar for the year on
our website. We will let you know in advance if and when changes occur, and will send you a
reminder in due time.
Tuition: Please read the tuition fee structure posted on our website. Please do not hesitate to contact
our office (381-6890) if financial aid is needed. All related information will be kept strictly
confidential.
Student Profile Information Form (for all students):
It is imperative for us to know how we can best serve your son and/or daughter.
Therefore, please provide us with the needed information on the provided form.
Policies and Procedures:
Please read the documents about our policies and procedures.
Curriculum:
Kesher (8th and 9th grade): Our post Bar/Bat Mitzvah program offers a two-year curriculum cycle:
Year 1:
During this year the focus is on the “historical road map of Judaism,” during which the students, divided into
two groups, “travel” along the path of their forefathers and foremothers, from the city of Ur to the land of
Israel; from the families ruled by the elders to a nation ruled by Democracy; and from a Temple-centered
religion to a religion of individuality.

The students discuss, compare, and evaluate how our history has impacted and continues to impact our present
set of values, tradition, culture, and practices.
Year 2:
Year 2 is divided into two sets of curricula: The first set focuses on “how does Judaism compare to other
religions.” During this course the students, divided into two groups, learn about the basic core values and
traditions of five different religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Catholicism, Protestantism, and Islam); and have
the opportunity to visit their houses of worship. The second set of curricula focuses on three different
subjects: Comparative Judaism (the similarities and differences between Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox
Judaism); Jewish Life Cycle; and Jewish Ethical Values and Mitzvot.
The 8th and 9th grade classes are being instructed by Mr. Ilan Adar and Mrs. Pauline Rosenberg.
Community Service Hours: In addition to the course of study, and as a part of their fulfillment of
Mitzvot, students of our 8th and 9th grades are expected to complete 10 hours of community service.
The second hour of Kesher is dedicated to electives. During this hour the 8th – 10th grade students are
offered a variety of elective topics to choose from. The duration of each elected topic is four weeks.
Kesher students may suggest topics for the electives.
Kesher (10th Grade Confirmation class): The first hour of this class’ curriculum
is centered on two subjects: The Ten Commandments and Exploration of Personal Jewish Identity.
During this course, the students confront current issues, both Jewish and secular, and examine what
parts of their identities are influenced by their Judaism.

The highlight of the year is the Confirmation Service. This is held on the eve of Shavuot, the holiday
celebrating the time of the giving of the Torah.

At the end of the year (during Memorial Day Weekend) the 10th grade students are provided with the
opportunity to travel to New York City. The objective of this trip is to guide the students along “the
path of Jewish immigration” into the United States; and to become familiar with the establishment of
the Jewish community in New York City.
The 10th grade class is being instructed by Rabbi Katz and Rabbi Till.
Bogrim (11th and 12th grade): Even though the Confirmation class concludes the formal Jewish
education we provide for our youth, we believe that this is not “the end.” Therefore, we provide our
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11th and 12th grade students with the opportunity to continue their Jewish education. This class meets
once a month on Wednesday, 6:00-7:15 p.m., for pizza, text study, and discussion of various
contemporary issues.
The Bogrim class is being instructed by Rabbi Katz and Rabbi Till.

Enrollment:
Kesher and Bogrim:
Temple Sinai Kesher and Bogrim programs are open to all affiliated members of our Federation’s
Jewish Education of Rochester New York (JERNY) program.
Please note: A different fee structure for attending these programs is scheduled for children of nonTemple Sinai members.
School Attendance


Students are expected to attend all their classes on a regular basis. They are expected to arrive
on time (at least 10 minutes before the beginning) for all classes and to remain in the building
for the duration of the session unless excused by the teacher or the Education Director.



A written request by the parent(s) must be provided for early release.



If a student is expected to be absent from class, parents must notify the school’s office and the
teacher prior to such absence.



Parents are expected to notify the school’s office if their child is sick.

Dress Code:
 A dress code is in place to honor and respect the sanctity of the religious environment. Our
students regularly participate in services in the sanctuary and should dress appropriately for this
setting.
 Any style of dress, article of clothing, hairstyle, or personal presentation that interferes with or
disrupts the maintenance of a learning atmosphere is unacceptable.
 Shoes are required, and students must wear some kind of reasonable footwear, appropriate to the
activity for the safety of the student.
 Although encouraged during school activities, wearing a Kippah is optional for boys and for
girls.
Please help our students remember that our Temple is a place of worship. Clothing, speech, and
demeanor reflect their value system.
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Late Pick-Up Policy:
Although we realize that occasionally parents will be late picking-up their children, all need to
understand that such delays result in extra expense to the Temple.
Therefore, the following policy is being reinforced:


If prior notification was not provided, ten minutes after pick-up time, the student will try to
contact his/her parents or the assigned adult.



Students will wait for their parents/ assigned adult in front of the office.



In case of an emergency and/or an un-notified delay of more than 60 minutes after school has
ended, the student/s may be taken to the address indicated by the parents (a note will be posted
on the Temple’s door, and a call will be made to the parent/s’ home).

Communication:
Emergency Closing: Closings due to weather will be announced on selected radio stations:
WXXI and WHAM; TV station: Channels 8, 10 and 13; and via our email distribution lists.

Early Release: For security and safety reasons, as well as maintaining a protocol of occurrence,
we need to be provided with a written request for early release of a student, signed by the
parent/s. The note should be given (by the student or the parent) to the Education Director or the
student’s teacher.
In (hopefully) rare occasions, when a note was not sent but the student, nevertheless, needs to be
released early, the parent will contact the office before taking the student out.
Concerns/Questions: Please do not hesitate to call me (381-6890) with any concern you, or your
child, may have regarding the school. Whether it be the curricula, the classroom, a difficulty with
a teacher or classmates, etc., please help us to serve you by addressing your concern promptly. The
sooner we hear about it, the sooner we will be able to help.
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