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Nechama Rivlin, wife of President Reuven Rivlin of Israel, gave Melania Trump a 
copy of David Grossman’s picture book titled The Hug for the First Lady’s son 
Barron. The thoughtful gift brought Melania to tears, making the book an 
emotional high point of the visit. 
 
David Grossman, born in Jerusalem, is a well-known and respected author both in 
adult and children’s fiction. The Hug begins with young Ben and his mother 
“walking in the field in the late afternoon.” In the waning light of day, Ben asks his 
mother, “There’s really nobody else like me?” His mother agrees that he is 
unique, and Ben ponders what this means. His response to her is: “but then I’m all 
alone!” 
 
The book continues with an exploration of what is means to be special and alone 
in this world. There is talk of family, their dog Wonder, and a lovely section on 
ants. Ben anthropomorphizes a small ant that seems to have lost its way but then 
integrates into the larger ant parade. Grossman tenderly shows the power of the 
individual as well as the need for inclusion in the group. 
 
Grossman begins the tale with a wonderful image: “A big flock of storks flew in 
the sky overhead, migrating to other lands.” The author gives the feeling of 
movement as Ben grapples with ideas about himself and the world in which he 
lives.  
 
The child understands that his mother is special and alone as is everyone in the 
world. He says, “So there is only one of everyone in the world?” As a result of this 
realization, he expresses the thought, “So everyone is alone?” His mother 
responds to the query in a loving way, “Everyone is a little alone, but also 
together. They are alone and not alone.” This is a confusing concept for Ben until 
the mother hugs him, and they come together. She says to her son, “This is 
exactly why hugs were invented.” 
 
The illustrations by Michal Rovner are in pencil and do not show specific faces or 
body outlines. The simplicity of the people in the text, rendered with curved lines 
mostly in gray with a few splashes of color, reflects the emotional awakening of a 



young child as well as the caring of his mother. One page in particular is especially 
poignant. The mother draws a circular figure on the ground with her fingers as 
she is explaining what it is to be a special person and what it means to be alone. 
The figure is a simple spiral line that looks like the lines on a shell. Within the 
drawing, there are two figures that are separate and two together. It is a loving 
illustration of the difficult concepts that mother and son are discussing. 
 
I read this story to my granddaughters: Julia (7) and Natalie (5). They loved it, and 
just like Ben, they had lots of questions about the ideas that Grossman so wisely 
writes about in this charming but powerful book. 


