
 
 
 

 
 

Temple Sinai 
59th Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Thursday - June 18, 2020 

Business Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Meeting Agenda 

➢ Opening Prayer  

➢ Rabbis’ Report  

➢ President’s Report  

➢ Report of the Nominating Committee 

➢ Election of Officers and Trustees  

➢ Presentation of and Vote on the 2020-2021 Budget 

➢ Vote on Loan   



 

Temple Sinai Mission 
 

 

Temple Sinai is a dynamic religious institution which is continually evolving and growing to meet the needs of 

congregants and the Jewish people.  The congregation is dedicated to upholding the principles of Reform Judaism 

for this and future generations.  We foster Jewish identity and values through individual and group connection to 

God, Torah, the Jewish people and the land of Israel.  We affirm our congregation’s ethical and social 

responsibilities to our community, our nation and the world.  We are committed to providing support and care for 

our congregational family.  We welcome and encourage participation in Temple life. 

 
Underlying this Mission are six broad principles: 

 
ACHIEVING JEWISH IDENTITY 

• Inspire all congregants toward integrating Judaism more actively into their daily lives. 

• Nurture congregant involvement in Temple affairs. 

• Inspire our youth toward a firm Jewish identity through a variety of opportunities. 

• Encourage retention of membership throughout the congregant’s life. 

• Encourage unaffiliated members of the Jewish Community to commit to Reform Judaism by joining Temple 
Sinai. 

 
PROVIDING JEWISH EDUCATION 

• Provide and encourage an environment for lifelong learning by providing quality educational opportunities, 
formally and informally all ages. 

 
ENSURING TEMPLE SINAI FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

• Foster leadership development. 

• Create a secure financial base for the Temple. 

• Ensure a well-maintained facility with adequate capacity to support the Temple. 

• Maintain a viable and active membership base. 
 
CREATING A SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT 

• Provide activities which encourage our membership to utilize the Temple as a place for friendship and 
social interaction. 

• Create a supportive caring community for congregants. 
 
ENCOURAGING RITUAL PRACTICES 

• Provide meaningful worship experiences for Shabbat and holidays which attract the participation of 
congregants. 

• Encourage participation in Jewish holiday celebration at home and in the synagogue. 

• Meet the needs of the congregants connected with Jewish life-cycle events. 
 
PARTICIPATING IN SOCIAL ACTION PROJECTS 

• Inspire the congregation towards repairing the world through social action opportunities 

• Connect the congregation in meaningful ways to the greater Jewish community locally, nationally, and 
internationally. 

 
  



 

Temple Sinai Vision 
 

We strive to make Temple Sinai a sukkat shalom, a shelter of peace. It is here that we seek space for 

both personal renewal and gathering spiritual strength through connection with one another and with 

God. 

 

Temple Sinai provides ongoing opportunities to experience our rich Jewish heritage. Through prayer, 

study, personal and community connection and work, we find a sense of God's presence in our lives. 

 

Temple Sinai provides us a place to connect with others of diverse backgrounds, needs, and 

generations. Together, we reach out to our local and global communities. We celebrate and 

commemorate our daily lives, lifecycle events and holidays.  

 

We work as partners with God to do tikkun olam, working towards a just and compassionate world. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Temple Sinai Core Values 
 

Spirituality 
A Synagogue where prayer is engaging, empowering and participatory 

 

Learning 
A Synagogue where learning runs deep for people of all ages 

 

Community 
A Synagogue where all congregants matter, always feel a sense of welcome and wholeness, and never 

feel alone 
 

Good Deeds 
A Synagogue where congregants strive to alleviate human suffering and participate in causes that create 

a positive difference in the world 
 

Our Home 
A Synagogue facility that is appropriately maintained to meet the changing needs of our congregation 

 
  



 

Clergy Reports 
 

Rabbi’s Report 
Submitted by Rabbi Debbi Till 

Temple Sinai's Mission states that, “this is a dynamic religious institution, which is continually evolving and 

growing to meet the needs of congregants and the Jewish people.”  None of us could have ever imagined just 

how much those needs could have changed and how much many have remained the same.  Remaining 

connected to one another, pursuing our love of learning, praying, singing, collaborating, and supporting one 

another and the broader community in an inclusive and meaningful way is who we are. 

Much of the work I am called and blessed to do, is outlined below:  

1) Services, festivals, lifecycle events, pastoral work   

• Leading, co-leading, meeting 

2) Youth/Education: 

• We have continued to grow the Young Family Shabbat service engaging dozens of families each 

month who attend Friday night to pray, play and stay for dinner.   

• We have seen an increase in multi-generational families attending Family Shabbat services and 

staying to share a meal and socialize on Friday nights and increasingly on Saturday mornings. 

• Youth Group (RATSY) – Working on cultivating evolving membership, involvement, and leadership for 

local events for our High School Students 

• RATSY members have continued to be supported to attend and be engaged regionally with NFTY 

(https://nfty.org/ The North American Federation of Temple Youth) through kallot (weekend retreats) 

with Jewish teens from Buffalo, Erie, Cleveland, Toronto and Ottawa 

• We have been collaborating with Jewish teens at Temple B’rith Kodesh to deepen and broaden teen 

engagement in Rochester  

• RATSY planned and ran the 2020 Purim Carnival 

• L’Taken – We were delighted to have been chaperoning 8 teens chosen to attend a Social Justice and 

Action Conference designed by the Religious Action Center.  L’Taken (https://rac.org/ltaken-social-

justice-seminars-home) educates and promotes civic engagement through a Reform Jewish lens (trip 

was unfortunately cancelled due to inclement weather but we’re registered for 2021!) 

• Confirmation – Privileged to co-teach a wonderful group of curious, intelligent, engaged 10th grade 

students.  Service project at Asbury Dining Services https://www.asburyfirst.org/serve/dining-and-

caring-center) and trip to explore Jewish identity in NYC both cancelled due to COVID 19 (trip to be 

rescheduled for 2021) 

• Bogrim – co-teach monthly class of committed and deeply thoughtful 11th & 12th grade students  

3) Adult Education  

• Bible Study (Ezekiel Saturday am) 

• Classes taught included:  

 Exploration of Fall festivals 

 Modern Jewish Thinkers 

 Midrash 

 Jewish Women 

 The Psalms  

 Interfaith Bible study with Rev. Dr. Denise Yarbrough on Eve in Hebrew & Christian Scriptures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4) Interfaith/community 

• Enjoyed hosting church youth groups, religion students from Nazareth College 

• Represented area Faith Leaders meeting for Brighton School district  

• Founder and supporter of Rochester Interfaith Women’s Clergy Group 

• Seminar participant at Jewish Disability Awareness and inclusion seminar 

• Member/participant - Institute for Jewish Spirituality   

• Member of Rochester Board of Rabbis  

5) Jewish Community  

• Member of Partnership Together Committee (P2G) – Jewish Federation   

• Worked with Ana Kislanski, Deputy Director General and Chief Operating Officer of the Israel 

Movement for Reform and Progressive Judaism (IMPJ), to promote Diaspora support for Progressive 

Judaism in Israel 

• Planning Meetings for Temple Israel Trip 2020 (cancelled due to COVID 19)  

• Worked with the wonderful Shin Shinim, 2 young adults serving as Israeli Emissaries before their army 

service   

6) Temple  

• Participated in continued Security discussions, protocols  

• Working on transition plans for Temple Sinai as we move from 3 clergy to 2 in the summer of 2020 

• Continued work with to ensure broader access and inclusion  

• Women’s Seder 2020 (cancelled due to COVID 19)   

7) Covid-19 work & adaptations 

• Moving services, festivals, life cycle events, classes, meetings, and appointments on-line 

• Re-envisioning what is needed & meaningful 

8) The Future: 

• Work with others to ensure a careful & thoughtful transition as Rabbi Katz retires 

• Deepen my listening for what is needed, what people are curious about, and what might benefit from 

re-examining &/or refreshing  

• Consider new ways to engage teens, young families, and mid-career professionals 

• Continue studies & work in: 

• Jewish meditation & mindfulness 

• Mussar 

• Jewish organizational innovation  

• Experiential learning 

• Prayer innovation  

• Collaborate with other Temples and Jewish organizations 

• Continue to work with great team of colleagues including: 

• Cantor Braun, Ilan Adar, Mary Mansfield, Joyce Schacter, Bobbi Sarnov, Pauline Rosenberg, Laura 

Chekow  

• the skilled and wonderful teachers and those who work in the School of Jewish Life & Learning 

• the much-appreciated Ryan, TJ & Anil who ensure everything runs smoothly  

• President Keith Greer (who could have NEVER expected a year like this) 

• Board members (who could have never imagined a year like this) 

• Committee chairs, volunteers, and members…. who have been incredible as we are moving through 

this unimaginable year.  

I am deeply thankful to be in this community with all of you.  You ensure that Temple Sinai is a principled, 

kind, and accessible place, one that is guided by a steadfast commitment to social justice & encountering the 

sacred by encountering one another.   

Warmly and respectfully submitted, 

Rabbi Debbi Till  

 

 



 

Cantor’s Report 
Submitted by Cantor Renata Braun 

 

Dear Congregants, 

 

These are the highlights of year 2019-20. 

 

1. “Shabbat under the stars” on August 2nd  in 2019 was successful.  We have received a very 

positive feedback. The service was outside and dinner and children activities were inside. We had 

few prospective families visiting that day       

2.  Our Get S’more shabbat on September 6th     2019 was a great success! 

3. I am so blessed that Temple Sinai has many talents and people who are willing to participate in 

the services and give their time to many practices. Especially, I am thankful to everyone who 

volunteered singing with me during the High Holidays in various duets, trios and ensembles. 

People especially enjoyed the Healing service during Yom Kippur afternoon service. 

4. I have met with the group of people to plan out all FAMILY SHABBATs and Young Family 

shabbats for the entire year.  We have created specific themes and activities for each family 

shabbat to engage our students. We have gotten A WONDERFUL FEEDBACK FROM PARENTS 

about engaging our students during shabbat dinners. 

5.  I have enjoyed leading the YOUTH BAND as part of the Enrichment on Sundays during Hebrew 

School. The youth band had performed during shabbat services. 

6. In November of 2019 we have welcomed a Guest musician Naomi Liss. She participated with me 

and with our JROC band during the Shabbat service.  

7.  I have formed a Music Focus group. The goal of this group is to plan Purim Shpiels, give 

feedback about Shabbat and Holiday services, plan liturgical and non- liturgical music events and 

more… 

8. Our b’nei mitzvah program is working well! 

9. Our Hanukkah Choral Shabbat on the December 20th was wonderful and exciting music event! 

Thank you to all our singers and musicians who participated and for their time commitment. 

10. Our special Musical Service on January 24th in 2020 in HONOR of RABBI KATZ was well 

received. Thank you to our adult choir and Band, who did a wonderful job! 

11. Our PURIM Shpiel, the GREASE MEGILAH was a great success. People had so much fun and we 

had a terrific cast! Thank you to all who have participated!! THE PURIM was our last large public 

event for this year in person     . 

12. I teach ADULT education on some Sundays during HEBREW SCHOOL and TEACH prayers in 6th 

grade in HEBREW SCHOOL. 

13. I have led some Torah study during the year on Saturdays. 

14. In the past couple months since the pandemic we have been working on creating services, visual 

T’filah, healing services, teachings, liturgical community, and social events online.  

15.   In the past two -three months I have been attending numerous seminars online on how to move 

forward with this unusual time. We are designating many hours to preparing for High Holidays.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cantor Renata Braun  

 

 

 

 

 

 



President’s Report 

Submitted by Keith Greer 

When my turn as President began last July, I thought I knew that challenges that lay ahead. I knew that 

our congregation was facing a Rabbinic transition as Rabbi Katz will retire at the end of June. I knew that 

with this change in clergy configuration, decisions would need to be made regarding how we conduct our 

High Holiday services.  I knew that security issues would remain front and center and I was fully aware 

that due to shifts in both area demographics and how our newer generations view their relationship with 

congregational life, many different topics of discussion would take place on how to foster congregational 

growth and vibrancy. So there I was back on July 1, feeling nervous and apprehensive about my new 

responsibilities and yet comforted in the knowledge that our Temple enjoys a long legacy of strong, 

cooperative and trusting Rabbinic and lay leadership along with members who are active and passionate 

about their temple.  The topics listed above also represent issues that have been on the radar of most 

North American Reform Jewish organizations for quite some time. So, I knew that the conversations 

ahead, while challenging, were not new…. which was also comforting to me.  I mean really…. what 

issue, event or situation could come along that we weren’t already thinking about? 

People have asked me what it is like serving as the president of Temple Sinai. Everyday I get to “sit in 

the heart” of our congregation. I get to witness the love and dedication exhibited by our congregants, all 

of whom invest tremendous energy into making our community so special. I am blessed to hear the 

testimonials from congregants on the precious and intimate ways in which their connection to Temple 

Sinai brings meaning and comfort into their lives. I get to personally witness your clergy, professional and 

lay leadership work tirelessly, along with our many volunteers, to keep our focus on Jewish learning, 

Jewish community leadership, and Jewish values.  

Thus, with the advent of COVID-19, I was not surprised when the very best of our entire congregation 

quickly and effectively came to the fore. The creativity, flexibility, commitment, and compassion 

demonstrated in all corners of our congregation has been nothing short of astounding and inspiring. This 

time of difficulty and uncertainty has shown a bright light on all that makes Temple Sinai a very special 

community.  

I do not have the space here to thank everyone individually so let me just say Thank You to all of you. 

Our clergy leaders, our lay leaders, our professional staff, our teachers, our volunteers, and most 

importantly, all of our congregants…Thank You! All of you have turned a series of difficult circumstances 

into an opportunity for congregational transformation. Our embrace of the newest technology…our 

enhanced commitment to maintaining connection with our congregants…our creative continuation of 

ritual practice…all of this comes from the loving energy that each and every one of you invests in our 

community.  

I also want to ensure all of you that while this global pandemic has required a shift in focus and energy 

for your temple leadership, we have not lost site on those topics that I mentioned at the start of this 

report. We remain diligent in addressing all of the issues that are inherent in maintaining a sound 

organizational, spiritual and fiscal foundation.  

High on our agenda at the moment will be figuring out how to re-open our Temple so that we can again 

enjoy each other’s physical presence. A task force has been pulled together that includes a cross section 

of congregants, including medical professionals, to lead our efforts in this area. Parallel conversations on 

High Holiday’s 2020 and the start of school will be led by the decisions that we make on the larger “re-

opening” discussion. 

As we move into the second half of 2020, I sincerely invite you to continue to let us know what you need 

from Temple Sinai. Our highest priority is to be a faith community that is sensitive and responsive to the 

needs of its congregants. Do not hesitate to give me a call. 

Keith Greer 

 



 

 

TEMPLE SINAI BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Beginning July 1, 2020 
 
As proposed by the 2020 Temple Sinai Nominating Committee:  
Marilyn Fenster (chairperson), Carol Yunker, Shevah Faber, Steve Grodensky, Theo Turque 
 
Note: Names with an * indicate individuals who require election at Annual Meeting 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President        Keith Greer *  
Secretary       Renee Brownstein *  
Vice President Finance     Jamie Spiller *  
Vice President Administration    John Diggory *  
Vice President Education/Lifelong Learning     Josh Faber *    
Vice President Youth Initiatives     Marilyn Fenster * 
Vice President Congregant Connections         Esther Brill *  
Vice President Caring Community and Social Action Abby Urban-Rifkin*    
Vice President Religious Practices    Ellen Goldenberg * 
Immediate Past President     Blanche Fenster                                                         
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS 
 
Term Expiring June 30, 2023 
Elise Wojciechowski *  
Rachel Greer * 
Carla Greenfield * 
Gene Schwartz * 
Lindsey Hagan *  
 
Term Expiring June 30, 2022  
Iris Giancola  
Tziporah Rosenberg  
Hope Madonia  
Dorise Honorat  
Debbie Kanner  
 
Term Expiring June 30. 2021 
Karen McCally * (filling term of Josh Faber) 
Liz Ornstein   
Marilyn Rosen  
Ron Newman  
Carol Yunker  
 
 

 
 
  



 

 

 

 



 

Jewish Community Response and Impact Fund Loan  

 

Temple Sinai submitted an application for a loan under this program in the amount of $225,000 

representing a potential catastrophic loss of 20% of operating revenue. The purpose of the loan is to 

establish a fund to be used solely in the event of a catastrophic loss of revenue due to COVID-19 that 

impacts the Temple’s ability to sustain operating expenses. 

 

 

 

Executive Director’s Report 

Submitted by Mary Mansfield 

 

What a year! 

 

• In June of 2019, Bobbi Simmons-Sarnov was promoted to a full-time administrative assistant. 

That newly-defined position included responsibility for accounts payable, bookkeeping, and financial 

reporting as well as many other office administration tasks. Bobbi has been doing a great job and offers 

great ideas to improve office efficiency. 

 

• Sue Bondy transitioned the bookkeeping duties to Bobbi in January after navigating a transition 

from QuickBooks to Sage Accounting software.  We owe Sue a debt of gratitude for the countless hours 

she volunteered to assist us in getting up and running with Sage.   

 

• We congratulated Joyce Schachter as she celebrated 20 years of service at Temple Sinai in July.  

Her institutional knowledge continues to be invaluable to the office operations, and she herself to our fun 

office environment. 

 

• TJ Dunning completed HVAC training and accepted a new full-time position in that field but 

requested to remain on the custodial team part-time. 

 

• Ryan Woodard was promoted to full-time and has assumed the role of Lead Custodian. Ryan 

returned to work at Temple in May and is spending his time cleaning, painting and preparing for us to 

return. 

 

• Anil More joined the team in late May and works three days each week performing mostly office 

cleaning. 

 

• Jenny Zwas joined the team as a volunteer receptionist on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

afternoons.  

 

• Jayne Mula came and went as a part-time receptionist.  Jayne offered great skill in organizing 

and documenting much of the office operations, vendors, etc. She left Temple Sinai in March to move to 

Syracuse. We are likely to see her again as she offered to return to help train her replacement. 

 

• Prior to the pandemic, we hired Beau Brown to replace Danny Mansfield who left the custodial 

team for a full-time job closer to his home. We look forward to welcoming Beau once we are back in the 

building. 

 



• At the September Get S’More Shabbat, we discovered that the outdoor seating and tables that 

took the custodial team several hours to set up can be broken down and moved inside within 20 minutes 

with the help of congregants in the event of rain. 

 

• The retaining wall in the rear of the building near the loading dock collapsed in February, and 

Advanced Property Management has been contracted to remove and replace it. 

 

• New energy efficient and brighter exterior lighting was installed in the parking lot and around the 

perimeter of the building in February. The $13,000 project was completed at no cost to Temple Sinai, as 

approximately $8,000 was covered by a grant program through RG&E and the balance was covered 

through a grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester to improve building security. 

 

• The Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester awarded Temple Sinai a total of $9,468 to cover the 

$5,328 for exterior lighting upgrades and $4,140 for 15 portable upgraded digital portable radios to 

improve emergency communication throughout our facility. 

 

• Woodpeckers were evicted from the exterior of the building near Rabbi Till’s window, and repairs 

made to the areas they damaged. 

 

• Twice, a tree collapsed near the Rabbis’ parking spaces. The first tree grazed the building near 

Rabbi Katz’s office but caused no damage, and the second tree fell onto the tree next to it preventing it 

from hitting the building. Both trees were professionally removed. 

 

• Advanced Property Management has been contracted to replace missing downspouts and repair 

areas damaged by water. 

 

• The clergy and staff worked quickly to ensure continuation of operations despite the requirement 

to remain physically distant from each other.  We utilized the live stream for one week before we had to 

pivot to clergy providing services remotely. They have done a remarkable job of keeping congregants 

socially connected while physically separated. 

 

• Finally, I took this position with the understanding that Rabbi Katz was retiring one year after I 

joined the team. Despite this being the fastest year of my life and my best intention to not get attached, I 

did.  Rabbi Katz has shown me kindness and understanding and was continuously generous in 

answering all my questions about Jewish holidays, culture, practices, etc., as well as “What does this 

word mean?” and “How do you pronounce that?” I am so very thankful that I had the opportunity to work 

with him, and he will be greatly missed. 

 

Thank you, Temple Sinai, for providing me the continued opportunity to be a part of this incredible 

community. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Mansfield 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Education Director’s Annual Report 
Submitted by Ilan Adar 
 
School of Jewish Life & Learning: 
Another successful year of Jewish education has passed, and our children and teachers are getting 
ready for a summer vacation that this year will most likely be at their homes.  This year 118 students 
attended our Sprouts through 7th grade classes; 43 students attended post Bar/Bat Mitzvah programs. 
We thank our teachers for their dedication and devotion to the task of educating our children. 
Our year could not have been such a success without the help of 36 young adults who served as 
Madrichim and Madrichot (teachers’ assistants) on Sundays and during the week.  We thank them and 
hope to have them back next year. 
 
To those who are graduating this year:  Ella Bement, Josh Klein, Aidan Leit, Miya Libman, Tori Sanberg, 
and Nate Snyderman, we wish a wonderful, interesting, and fruitful experience with college or any other 
pursuit they may choose. 
 
Thank you:   
Special thank you to our teachers for the swift transition from in-class activities to virtual classes; to our 
students for attending their virtual classes; and to our parents for their support during this time of COVID-
19. 
 
Grants and Donations: 
Thank you to the Jewish Community Federation for providing our school and Temple with generous 
grants of $5,000 for our Madrichim program. 
 
Post B’nai-Mitzvah Programming: 
Kesher, 8th and 9th grade class: 
This year the focus was on issues relevant to the students’ life today; how are they “connected” to the 
“historical road map of Judaism”; and how can they influence their future decision making according to 
our set of values, tradition, culture, and practices. 
 
Kesher, Confirmation class: 
The curriculum this year centered on two subjects: (1) Teens’ Hot Topics and how they are related to 
their personal Jewish identity; (2) Social Action (Tikun Olam):  The emphasis Judaism put (in theory and 
in action) on doing good deeds. 
 
Bogrim: 
Even though the Confirmation class concludes the formal Jewish education we provide for our youth, we 
believe that this is not “the end.”  Therefore, we provided our 11th and 12th grade students with the 
opportunity to engage in discussing topics ranging from what is happening in the news lately that 
connects to us as Jews, to ethical decision making, and to text study.  These informal gatherings took 
place once a month. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Temple Life Committee 
Submitted by Lorri Diggory and Carol Greer, Co-Chairs 

The Temple Life Committee continued to bring congregants together for celebrations and special events 
with the following annual temple – wide events: 

• Temple Sinai Day at The Red Wings Game was a beautiful afternoon in August  attended by 
20+ members and friends of Sinai. 

• Dinner in the Sukkah during Sukkot –Congregants brought their own brown bag dinner, wine and 
ice-cream were provided by temple. 

• Chanukah party was moved from its usual Friday night to a Sunday evening in order to not 
conflict with the December school break.  Dinner and entertainment by the temple’s Klezmer 
band – 125 people attended 

• Winterfest was another big hit on a snowy Saturday.  Held at a new venue this year, Highland 
Park, approximately 75 attended the February event.  Congregants enjoyed a tour about the 
park’s history by congregant Leslie Locktz and visits to the Conservatory.  Afterwards, everyone 
convened at the lodge for appetizers followed by Havdalah and a chili and salad dinner and post 
meal music by congregants Roy Berns and Lauren Lieberman. 

• Purim pizza dinner held in conjunction with RATSY’s Purim carnival, and preceding the Purim 
spiel.  Klezmer band played during dinner and strolling magician and balloon artist entertained 
guests. Approximately170 people attended the dinner. 

 

Men’s Club Report 

Submitted by Herb Feinstein  

 

This past year the Men’s Club sponsored four dinner outings and a movie outing, as well as the Super 

Bowl Party which set a new attendance record of over 30 people. 

Although our schedule may seem modest, it is reflective of the wonderful job the Temple does in 

providing events to socialize, educate and come together as a community.  

The fact is that it is actually hard to find a time slot available to sponsor an event.   

And that, my friends, is an amazing thing to say about our community and the staff and volunteers who 

make it all happen. 

 

 
The Hiking Chavurah  2019-2020 

Submitted by Jill Orbach 

 

The Sinai Hiking Chavurah has approximately 17 families. We hike the last Sunday of the month on 

various trails and parks throughout the county. Participants take turns leading the hikes. We have an 

annual Christmas Day hike followed by an Asian lunch. This year hiking members David Kotok and 

Wahyu Dilts hosted the luncheon - Wahyu did all the cooking. 

Currently, group hikes have been postponed.  Members are encouraged to continue to hike on their own 

while maintaining social distancing.    

 



 
Membership Committee Report 
Submitted by the committee leadership team: Joyce Schachter, Marilyn Fenster, Iris Giancola, Carol 
Greer, Dorise Honorat, Jackie Buff, Esther Brill 
 
The 2019-2020 Membership Committee had another successful year.  The committee's purpose is to 
encourage affiliation, welcome new members, and promote congregant connections and involvement in 
activities sponsored by the Temple. This year, we welcomed 25 member households; resignations were 
at 20. To date, our current number of congregant families is 523. 
 
Welcome calls are made to new members. Follow-up calls are made to resigning members.  
 
Committee members delivered "Welcome Baskets" to all new congregants. Each basket contained a 
copy of our Temple Sinai Cookbook, a bottle of grape juice, Shabbat candles, the book On the Doorposts 
of Your House, candy, and a Temple Sinai mug. 
 
The Committee sponsored three membership events this past year:  Get S'more Shabbat in September, 
a welcome lunch for new members on a Sunday in January, and Sinai Café Game Night in January - a 
delightful evening for those who braved the wintry weather to attend. Special thanks to our Get S’more 
Shabbat co-chairs, Jackie Buff and Janet Goldman, and to Iris Giancola and Dorise Honorat for 
overseeing the delicious nibbles served at the Sinai Café Game Night. 
 
Congregant Connections Vice President, Esther Brill and previous committee co-chairs Marilyn Fenster 
and Joyce Schachter were invaluable in supporting ongoing committee activity and members: Gail 
Brownell, Jackie Buff, Cathy Fleischer, Iris Giancola,  Donna Goldberg, Dorise Honorat, Donna 
Lederman, Karen & Ron Newman, Diana Seroski, Elise Wojciechowski, Carol Yunker, and Remy 
Fenster, special events.  We are also welcoming our newest members to our committee – Carol Greer 
and Leslie Lazar. 
 
Many thanks to Carol Greer who ably facilitated our monthly meetings. 
 
Additional thanks to Rabbi Katz, Rabbi Till, Cantor Braun, Ilan Adar, Keith Greer, Mary Mansfield, and 
the office and custodial staffs who enable us to carry out our programs and responsibilities.  
 
 

 
Daytime Book Group Report 
Submitted by Jill Orbach 
 
The Daytime Book Group, which started in 2015, meets eleven out of twelve months, the third 
Wednesday of the month from 10:00 to 11:30 am in the Parents Lounge at Temple Sinai. Participants 
take turns leading the book discussion and providing refreshments. Currently there are 17 enthusiastic 
participants.   
 
This past year we read: The Day the World Came to Town, Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend, Becoming, 
Where the Crawdads Sing, Mystery-Reader’s Choice, Educated, The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane, 
Magazine-Reader’s choice, If I Understood You, Would I Have This Look on My Face and A Gentleman 
in Moscow. 
 
We have transitioned to monthly virtual meetings via Zoom. Book titles are selected in June for the 
following year. 
 

 

 
 



 

Temple Sinai Women’s Chavurah  

Submitted by Carole Teegarden and Carol Yunker, Co-Chairs  

 

The Temple Sinai Women's Chavurah has continued to attract a large number of people to our varied 

programs. Several women have chosen to become "Donors" or "Supporters" of the organization this 

year, helping us to fund some of our programs and activities. 

 

Our year included: 

• "Dementia: Know the 10 Signs" with  Dr. David Gill 

• "Martinis In The Sukkah" 

• Art Studio Visit with printmaker Kristine Bouyoucos 

• "Celebrity Chefs" with the Islamic Center 

• Book Talk on The Attachment Effect with author Peter Lovenheim 

• Meditation with Wendy Beller-Madway 

• P.A.D. Party 

• "Gardening For Success" with Carol Southby 

 

We have also financially supported and participated in the following initiatives:  

• Rosh Hashanah Basket Project 

• Management of the Temple Judaica Shop 

• Selling the Temple cookbook, Temple Sinai Cooks 

• Donation to the Temple Sinai High Holy Day Appeal  

• Alzheimer's Association 

• Mt. Hope Family Center 

• Temple Sinai Shabbat Family Program Endowment Fund 

• Contribution in honor of Rabbi Katz's retirement 

 

Unfortunately, starting in April, our schedule was cut short by the Covid-19  restrictions, but we hope to 

reschedule all of our cancelled programs as soon as conditions permit! Meanwhile, we would like to 

thank all the people who helped to plan and organize our programs, those who have supported us 

financially, our very helpful office and custodial staffs, and all those who participated in our events.  

 

If anyone has a suggestion for a future program, or if you would like to be more involved with our group, 

please let us know!  

 

All Temple members are welcome at all of our programs, and when space permits, your guests are 

welcome too.  

 

And as always, our events are NOT FOR WOMEN ONLY!  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Accessibility and Inclusion Committee 

Submitted by Co-chairs: Lauren Lieberman and Joel Shamaskin 

 

The Accessibility & Inclusion Committee met monthly and accomplished the following over the past year: 

 

• “Temple Sinai Community Conversations on Inclusion of People with Mental Health Conditions 

and Disabilities”.  Held on November 3 and 17, 2019, they generated many useful ideas for 

synagogue-wide planning to advance inclusion efforts and support members with mental health 

conditions and disabilities. 

 

• Sponsorship of a Rochester Society for Jewish Deaf screening of “Fiddler on the Roof” on 

Sunday October 13 offering a gathering for Jewish deaf community members. 

 

• Review of the Accessibility Needs Request form for the High Holy Days. 

 

• Observance of Jewish Disability Awareness, Acceptance and Inclusion Month in February 2020. 

The four erev Shabbat services highlighted music of inclusion, attention to our children’s needs, 

appreciation of Temple Sinai’s inclusion and accessibility progress and an inspiring talk about 

disability awareness by Dr. Lauren Lieberman. 

 

• Creation and distribution of the Temple Sinai Disability and Accessibility Inclusion Survey in April 

2020. Completed by 196 households, the responses will be used to generate potential new 

programs and initiatives to improve synagogue life. Results will be disseminated to the 

congregation over the summer. 

 

Members: Adam Anolik, Jennifer Anolik, Esther Brill, Rochelle Cresov, Carla Greenfield, Robert Israel, 

Micah Krichinsky,  Tori Madway, Linda Platt, Susan Rizzo, RJ Ruble, Caren Rudin, Laurie Selzer, 

Sharon Shafrir, Elizabeth Steinberg 

 

 
Literacy Program Report 
Submitted by Peggy Cherkasky and Sally Constine   
  
Eleven years ago, Temple Sinai established a Literacy Team at School 45 in the inner city through the 
JCF. This year we had 13 volunteers who tutored children in grades K- 4 weekly for an hour to an hour 
an half. There are other temple members who volunteer at various other city schools through the 
federation who are part of the Sinai literacy initiative. School 45 is a large K-8 school in a high poverty 
area that needs our help.  
  
Each year we collect hats, mittens, gloves, underwear, socks, and sweatpants which are distributed on 
an as needed basis. Each year The Knights of Columbus contributes new jackets for the children. For 
the past four years on Rosh Hashanah congregants brought gently used and new books to be distributed 
at our, “Choose a Book, Choose to Read,” event.  
  
Sally and I would like to thank our dedicated volunteers who make a difference in the life of each child. 
Our heartfelt thanks to Elaine Usdane, Shelley Cresov, Jackie Buff, Audrey Birnbaum, Al Benjamin, 
Carolyn Friedlander, Athena Thomas-Visel, Linda Winter, Kathy Holt, Alice Rudolph, and Lori Friedman. 
 

 
 
Klezmer Band 2019-2020 Report 
 
Our temple's klezmer band has been very active over the last 12 months. We have performed at Temple 



Sinai as well as at The Summit and the Jewish Community Center. Our band has attracted several new 
members including both Temple Sinai congregants and local musicians who enjoy klezmer music. 
 
Recent performances include: 
Purim dinner at Temple Sinai on March 9, 2020 
Hanukkah dinner at Temple Sinai on December 22, 2019 
Simchat Torah service at Temple Sinai on October 20, 2019 
Performance at The Summit on July 23, 2019 
Performance at the Jewish Community Center on March 24, 2019 
 
Our klezmer band has added new members who have added tremendously to our ability to perform 
music and our enjoyment of playing music together. New band members are: 
 
Bonnie Abrams (singer, song writer, guitar) 
Jeff Feldman (piano) 
Susan Kieren (oboe) 
Joel Shamaskin (trumpet) 
Mark Winsberg (drum kit, hand drums) 
 
Continuing band members are: 
 
Esther Brill (bass, dance instruction) 
Rivka Chatman (vocals, clarinet, piano) 
Arnold Chekow (vocals) 
Howie Lester (vocals, violin) 
Jeff Mehr (piano) 
Adell Ornstein (violin) 
Jay Schildkraut (clarinet) 
Ed Seidman (vocals, hand drums, harmonica) 
Jen Seidman (violin) 
Karen Quinn (cello) 
Charlie Tabb (trombone) 
Bob Zeman (trumpet) 
 
The Temple Sinai Klezmer Band plans to resume bimonthly practices when it is safe to do so. 
 

 

  



 

Thank you to our Life & Legacy Donors 
 

Temple Sinai honors the members of our General Endowment’s 

John and Shirley Hart Society 
We thank and honor all those who have made legacy gifts that will help assure 

Jewish futures for Generations to come. 

Anonymous (16)  

Albert Benjamin  

Susan Bondy  

Josephine & Simon Braitman  

Renee & James Brownstein  
Gabriel & Patricia Chodak  

Leslie Algase & Gary Dudek  

Esther Tanzman & Jeff Eichner  

Blanche Fenster  
Edward Fenster  

Marilyn Fenster  

Tom Finnefrock & Vicki Weinstein 

Finnefrock  

Loretta Friedman  

Alan Frishman  

Ronny Frishman  

Cynthia Geiger 

Gabriel Geiger  

Susan & Howard Itkin  

Rabbi Alan J Katz  
Jan Katz  

Les & Monika Katzel  

Howard & Karen Kessler  

Aaron Klein & Maria Lauriello Klein  
David Kotok  

Norman & Donna Lederman  

Bruce and Ann Leonard   

Sherman Levey*  

Stuart and Illa Loeb  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Seth Madway  

Wendy L. Beller Madway  

Allen Mendler  

Barbara Mendler  

Jason Mendler & Laticia Valle  

Karen Newman  
Ronald Newman  

Tobie & john Olsan  

Lisbeth Berger Ornstein  

Joyce Poleshuck  
Victor Poleshuck  

Richard & Margery Rosen  

Elise Rosenfeld  

Stephen Rosenfeld*  

Linda Rubel  

Joyce Schachter  

Charles Schachter  

Arlene Schenker  

Howard Schenker  

Joel & Ann Shamaskin  

Roy Berns & Susan Stanger  

Richard & Sandy Stein  

Anne MacPherson & James Spiller  

Charles Tabb & Randi Fox Tabb  
William Waddell  

Seymour & Myrna Weinstein  

Alan & Judy Wertheimer  

Elise Wojciechowski  
Joseph Wojciechowski  

  

 *denotes donors of Blessed Memory  

                                        
  

Temple Sinai’s Legacy Team is available to answer any questions you may have about joining our legacy giving 

program. Please contact the office at 585.381.6890 for more information.   

 


