
L'shanah Tovah
High Holy Day Services

Selichot, Saturday, August 28
8:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai
 
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 6
8:00 p.m. at the JCC                 

Rosh Hashanah, Tuesday, September 7
10:00 a.m. at the JCC 
4:00 p.m.  Tashlich at the JCC
 

Rosh Hashanah Day 2, Wednesday, 
September 8
10:30 a.m. at Temple Sinai 
 

Kol Nidre, Wednesday, September 15
8:00 p.m. at the JCC                             

Yom Kippur, Thursday, September 16
10:00 a.m. at the JCC 
3:15 p.m. Afternoon & Healing Service at the JCC 
4:30 p.m. Yizkor & Neilah at the JCC

Turn to pages 10-11 for additional 
High Holy Days information.
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Our upcoming Holy Days 
offer us a much-needed 
opportunity to come 
closer – not literally and 
perhaps not exactly the 
way we have in the past, 
but in the way that our 
tradition intends, through 
reflection, action, prayer, and song.  We are 
looking forward to gathering for worship (with 
some modifications to ensure communal health) 
at the JCC and also to offer robust streaming 
opportunities for those who choose to join us 
from home. All will have a place to usher in this 
New Year.

The holidays…..these Holy Days come not 
early or late, but right on time as we yearn for 
something new and better. As we celebrate the 
start of the year 5782 – may this year be filled 
with care and kindness, respect, and justice, 
and may all our spirits be replenished. 

With my every best wish for a peaceful and 
healthy New Year,

Rabbi Debbi Till
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2 People have said, “The holidays are 
early this year” due to their proximity 

to Labor Day. But the holidays are actually 
right on time, beginning as they do every 
year on the first day of the Hebrew month 
Tishrei. Living as many of us do with a foot 
in two worlds, we strive to strike a balance 
between the Gregorian and Hebrew calendars. 
We notice the overlap between Labor Day 
and the beginning of Rosh Hashanah this 
year in the same way we noticed the rare 
convergence of Thanksgiving and Chanukah 
in 2013/5774 famously called Thanksgivukah. 
(By the way, the next time the two will occur 
on the same day will be in 77,798 years!). 
For those of us with school age children or 
whose rhythms follow an academic calendar, 
Labor Day typically marks the end of the 
dogdays of summer and the return to school.  
Rosh Hashanah, on the other hand marks the 
beginning of the New Year encouraging us 
to be introspective and to take a chesbon ha 
nefesh, an accounting of the soul.   

Contemporary Jewish thinker Rabbi Sidney 
Greenberg reminds us that there is a marked 
difference between a ‘holiday’ and a ‘holy day’ 
noting that, “On holidays, we run away from 
duties. On holy days, we face up to them. On 
holidays, we let ourselves go, on holy days, 
we try to bring ourselves under control. On 
holidays, we try to empty our minds, on holy 
days, we attempt to replenish our spirits. On 
holidays we reach out for the things we want. 
On holy days, we reach for the things we need.” 

One of the central themes of the Yamim 
Noraim, (the Days of Awe) is making teshuvah 
(repentance). We are charged with carefully 
examining the past year, where we hit the 
mark, and where we missed it to discern 
not only our behavior, but our intentions 
hoping that through this process, we can get 
“unstuck.” As the Baal Shem Tov (1698 1760), 
founder of the Hasidic movement wrote, “It’s 
about movement and transformation. It’s not 
about arriving but about approaching. It’s not 
about destinations but about journeys. It’s 
not about achieving but about being. It’s not 
about performance but about effect. It’s about 
moving from here and coming closer to there.” 

Contacting the Clergy

Please let the temple office (381-6890) know 
of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so 
that the clergy and the congregation can respond 
appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any 
life cycle events at which Rabbi Till or Cantor Braun 
will be present without speaking to them first. 

To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call 
355-0192. To reach Cantor Braun in an emergency, 
please call 973-953-2489.

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. Please 
remember that HIPAA regulations prevent hospitals 
from alerting us when someone is ill. We ask 
temple congregants who are aware that one of our 
congregants is in a hospital to please call the Temple 
Sinai office so that one of our clergy may contact 
them. 
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In the past few months I have been thinking 
about the upcoming High Holy Days and how 

they are going to be different from last year. As 
you are aware, we are planning to hold our High 
Holy Day Services 2021 at JCC in person! I am 
so thrilled with this decision!

Just recently, over the summer, we began to come 
out from our social isolation and were invited 
to gather in person in our beautiful sanctuary. It 
was so wonderful to come together for services: 
to pray together, to sing, to read from Torah, to 
engage in conversation and to reconnect with 
each other.

In the past year and a half everything around 
us has changed and the world became different.  
When we came back to our magnificent 
sanctuary it was so comforting to sing familiar 
melodies, to recite favorite readings from 
our prayer book and to gaze outside the glass 
windows of our unique sanctuary. Grateful for 
our technology, we are also able to offer services 
for people at home. It is amazing: we see people 
during the services on Zoom - kayaking, making 
dinner, eating dinner. Often, we don’t see them at 
all because they switched off their cameras. And 
yet: they continue to come!

As we are reflecting on what we have observed 
during this year and last year we are asking 
simple questions:

“Why do we pray? 
What kind of prayer do we really seek? 
What feels right?”

When we pray in the synagogue, we don’t focus 
on every word we speak or sing. We often spend 
time looking at small architectural details of 
our gorgeous and peaceful sanctuary.  We let 
our minds wander and drift away. We let go.  In 
Psalm 126 we read that when praying, we are 
like dreamers…  

The Magid of Mezrich teaches us that the prayer 
is like dreaming; it opens our hearts and mind. 
Praying and dreaming, we connect with the small 
voice we hear within ourselves. 

When we pray at home, how long can we sit and 
focus in front of a screen? Sometimes when we 
pray at home on zoom we turn off our cameras. 

Perhaps we want to close our 
eye, stop listening and observe; 
our eyes may drift away to 
gaze at our room, furniture 
or clothing; we begin to drift 
and dream…  and our homes 
become our sanctuary, a sacred 
place.

As we are approaching Erev Rosh Hashanah, 
we are looking forward to seeing you and pray 
with all of you in person at the JCC or on line. 
We are planning to enhance our music by Temple 
Sinai’s vocal ensemble, flutist and violin. Our goal 
is to offer our congregants meaningful, moving, 
passionate services and address different spiritual 
and musical needs.  No matter where we pray, in 
what physical space, during these upcoming High 
Holy Days may we become dreamers as we pray 
and reconnect with the small voice within us.

May all of you be inscribed in the Book of Life!
B’Shalom,

Cantor Renata Braun

Temple Contacts
Rabbi   
Debbi Till rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Cantor
Renata Braun cantorbraun@tsinai.org
Education Director 
Ilan Adar iadar@tsinai.org

Executive Director 
Mary Mansfield mmansfield@tsinai.org
Rabbi Emeritus  
Alan Katz   
     

Officers
Co-Presidents
Renee Brownstein and Jamie Spiller

Secretary 
Carla Greenfield 

Immediate Past President 
Keith Greer
         

Vice Presidents
Administration- John Diggory
Caring Community & Social Action- Ari Elliot 
Congregant Connections- Esther Brill
Finance- David Rutberg
Education- Josh Faber
Religious Practices- Lindsey Hagan
Youth Initiatives- Marilyn Fenster
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I recently took advantage of our vaccine-
enabled pause in covid travel restrictions (may 
that pause become permanent!) to attend a bar 
mitzvah at a reform synagogue in Denver, CO. 
The outdoor service was beautiful: a summer 
heatwave had receded; the newly minted young 
man chanted well; and he and his parents 
tugged our hearts with touching words about 
pursuing true and ethical lives. 

I was most moved, however, by the musical 
worship. The prayers and songs were “our” 
prayers and songs— the same words, rhythms, 
and composition. I felt a deep sense of 
belonging amidst familiar melodies (modern 
Ashkenazic?) led by the hazzan and familiar 
prayers that have been chanted for centuries. 
Was this warm feeling an intellectual 
appreciation for nusah, which Rabbi Reuven 
Hammer notes is a musical tradition transmitted 
from generation to generation? Maybe it 
was an expression of what neuroscientist 
Oliver Sacks called musicophilia, an innate 
as well as cultivated propensity to music? Or 
perhaps my response was a manifestation of 
what Rabbi Jonathan Sacks identifies as “an 
inner connection between music and spirit,” 
a connection people make when they break 
into song as their “language aspires to the 
transcendent, and the soul longs to break free 
from the gravitational pull of the earth.”

While I love this idea of song as meditation, 
this image of a soul struggling to briefly 
transcend its earthly frame, my experience in 
Denver suggests another power of song. More 
accurately, my sense of what was missing in that 
service suggests another power of song. What 
was missing was our Temple Sinai, my Jewish 
home.

While I was comforted by the service there, I 
felt slightly dissociated. It was as though I was 
chanting familiar prayers and singing tunes that 
belonged somewhere else. I felt they belonged 
in our sanctuary at Temple Sinai, led by our 
cantor and rabbi, shared by our congregation, 
and reverberating off our sanctuary’s ivy walls, 
glass ceiling, and light wood furnishings. I 
experienced a wistful homesickness. 

Thus I realized that, in 
addition to untethering 
the soul, song can ground 
people in a place and help 
root them in a “home.” 
Rabbi Hammer notes that 
song has long engendered 
shared identity and purpose 
among Jews (indeed among any persons). But 
has it also given them geographic and communal 
attachments in this world—to Israel? to their 
congregations? to their communities? 

That realization was driven home when I 
read, coincidentally, a century-plus old quote 
by George Eliot, who said that a “human life 
… should be well rooted in some spot of a 
native land, where it may get the love of tender 
kinship for the face of the earth [and] for the 
sounds and accents that haunt it.” With Eliot in 
mind, did I register in Denver a kinship to my 
native land of Temple Sinai and to the sounds 
and accents that make it, for me, a comforting 
home? 

I think so, for our shared musical service in 
our shared sanctuary has been a comfort and 
pleasure for me. It has been a sonic force of 
grounding that inspired my commitment to 
our congregation and readiness to serve as 
co-president with Renee Brownstein—and, 
incidentally, to sing alongside her in the Temple 
choir. 

While that choir will not participate in this 
year’s High Holy Days services— out of an 
abundance of caution for our congregants’ 
health during an ongoing pandemic—I look 
forward to returning home in person to our 
congregation this HHDs and singing with it 
(masked) in our JCC home-away-from-home for 
most Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services. 
Please keep an eye out for details about our 
HHD services and consider joining us so that we 
can celebrate and atone together in words and 
music.

Jamie Spiller
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School of Jewish 
Life & Learning 
Pinat Ha-Talmid (The Student Corner)

The 2021 summer vacation is almost a “matter 
of history.”  I hope that you and your children 
had a great time and are ready to begin a new 
school year.  

School Information for 2021-22 
(current as of today – August 4):
• Our first day of IN-PERSON school will be 

Sunday, Sept. 12, 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
• Our Sprouts program will begin on Sunday, 

Sept. 12, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (parents 
and students are welcome to attend the 
T’filaton at 9:30-9:50 a.m. and then go to 
their class)

• Our Kesher program (8th – 10th grade) will begin 
on Sunday, Sept. 12, 11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

• While at Temple, ALL (vaccinated and 
unvaccinated) will need to wear masks (until 
we receive different instructions).

• All of our classrooms, the parent lounge, 
teacher lounge, and conference rooms will 
have ventilation and AC systems.

• Social distancing will follow state guidelines 
which currently calls for three feet between 
chairs.

• Teachers and Madrichim need to be 
vaccinated (unless they have a medical 
exemption).

• Food will not be served inside or outside the 
building. 

• Food should not be brought into the building 
(please have your children finish their snack 
in the car or outside the building).

• Singing/chanting (softly) is allowed in the 
classrooms and in other spaces in the building.

• Because students will need to wear masks 
outside, we ask that teachers and Madrichim 
will continue to wear masks as well.

Students Attendance Sheets
To provide our teachers with an up-to-date 
student attendance sheet at the beginning of 
the year (at least a week prior to the first day 
of school) our office kindly asks you to register 
your children no later than Sunday, August 29.

How to register your 
child/ren:
1. Go to tsinai.org and 

access your account. (If 
you have not yet set up a 
password to access your 
account, please email 
jschachter@tsinai.org and you will be sent a 
link that will direct you on how to do this)

2. Go to the ‘Learning’ tab and click on ‘Youth 
Education’

3. Click on the ‘Registration Link’ on the right 
side of the page

4. Follow the step-by-step directions for 
registering your child/children. If you are 
registering more than 2 students, please 
follow all directions until you get to the 
end and then save before continuing to the 
payment options. This will enable you to 
contact jschachter@tsinai.org to arrange for 
the free tuition for more than 2 students.

Information on our website
Please visit our website (www.tsinai.org 
> LEARNING> Youth Education) to find 
information related to our school.  Please call 
our office (585-381-6890) if you cannot find 
the information needed.

Open House 
Please mark your calendars:
• The first Open House event, for grades K, 1, 6, 

and 7, will take place on Sunday, October 3, 
9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m.  

• The second Open House, for grades 2 – 5, will 
take place on Sunday, October 17, 9:30 a.m. 
-12:00 p.m.  

Best wishes for a year of learning 
and acquiring new experiences!

Ilan Adar

SNIPPETS
Are you receiving our weekly Snippets 
email? If not, send your request to be 
added to jschachter@tsinai.org. Get 
early notification of services, events and 
happenings at Temple Sinai!! 
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Simon Rizzo
September 4,

10:30 a.m. service

Child of
Susan &

Rick Rizzo

Toby Rizzo
September 4,

10:30 a.m. service

Child of
Susan &

Rick Rizzo

Ziv Rapoport
September 25,

10:30 a.m. service

Child of
Tal &

Matan Rapoport

In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of: 
Sharon DiMatteo, temple congregant
The Temple family extends its heartfelt sympathy 

to the family.

Mazal Tov to…
Charlie & Nancy Kantor on the marriage of son 
Jamie to Katie Stanutz

Your ‘nachas’ is our ‘nachas’! Email any good 
news you would like to share with the 
congregation to jschachter@tsinai.org.

Within Our Family

Adult Education              

Adult Education in the Temple Sinai School 
of Life and Learning invites learners at all stages, 
novice to “seasoned,” to forge connections through 

group exploration of Jewish texts and topics.

Starting the New Year with a 
Focus on Jewish Values

 

Temple Sinai and the AdultED committee 
thank all those who gave of their time 
and talents for this year's Elul Inspiration 
Project. The project gave us a fantastic 
array of offerings to aid in reflection 
at this time of year. Todah rabah to:  
Ilan Adar, Cantor Braun, Esther Brill, 
Renee Brownstein, Shelley Cresov, 
Marlene Gordon, Lindsey Hagan, 
Bonnie Hughes, Mary Mansfield, Ed 
Muszynski*, Susan Rizzo, Rick Rizzo**, 
Pauline Rosenberg, Debra Rosenzweig*, 
Mari Rosenzweig, Bobbi Sarnov, Jamie 
Spiller, and Rabbi Till (*project co-chairs; 
**video/technical expert)
 

If the necessary conditions hold (fingers 
crossed!), fast on the heels of these 
High Holy Days comes our first post-
COVID Shabbat Dinner with Friends.  
Several things will make this Shabbat 
Dinner with Friends special. One is the 
mere fact that it has been so long since 
we’ve been able to have one. Another 
is that we will be visited Friday evening, 
October 1, by animals from the Mini 
Ark Farm! To tie in with the theme of 
caring for animals, the 6:00 p.m. family 
service will feature a speaker presenting 
on the several Jewish values upheld in 
the practice of veganism, including tzaar 
ba'alei chayim, the prevention of animal 
suffering. Come learn about this precept 
and more, then enjoy a delicious vegan 
meal with your friends, furry, feathered 
and otherwise!
 

The AdultED committee looks forward to 
bringing you traditional and innovative 
programming in its second year; we’re 
especially keen for collaborations. As ever, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out with ideas!
 

Susan Rizzo, Adult Ed chair
adulted@tsinai.org    #GetAdultED

Be part of the Sinai Community! 
Join our service in person or on Zoom 
as our B'nai Mitzvah lead us in worship.
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The departed live on in the hearts 
of those who cherish their memory

September 3 & 4
Molley Barnett
Ruthie Bershod
Lois Bessette
Sala Biren
Mary Cavanagh
Robert Drexler
Bernice Finver
Carl Gottschalk
Monroe Hordon
Ruth Jacobs
Theodore Kotok
Milton Lazeroff
Estelle Lazeroff
Melvin Leventhal
Ruth Lewis
May Lovenheim
Steven Maas
Harold Marcus
Ruth Marcus
Dorothy Moscov
Meta Nussbaum
Ralph Pincus
Catherine Plaw
Jeanette Rapkin
Milton Rapkin
Isadore Rapkin
Bernard Resch
Rose Rose
Shirley Rosenbaum
Sydney Rubin
Lillian Gordon 

Schiffrin
Herbert Schwartz
David Silver
Bertha Stone
Sheila Sukert
Morris Tabb
Lawrence Wagner
Sharon Zeman

September 10 & 11
Joseph Algase
Melvin Balsom
Beth Bruner
Norma Ethel Cohen
Samuel Epstein
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Carol Goldstein
Sylvia Yutkowitz 

Gordon
David Green
Rose Hare
Manuel Hellerman
Michael Hilditch
Jacob Kagan
Max Katzowicz
Amalie Kraus
Leah Lederman
Barney Rapp
Alex Rappaport
Ruth Reiser
Martin Rosenzweig
Phyllis Seidman
Libbie Brush 

Steinberg
Paula Stoler
Frances Wertheimer
Shirley Zimmerman
Milton Zwart

September 17 & 18
Robert Algase
Mayer Jacob Bar-El
David Benjamin
Peter Berenbaum
Kate Birken
Albert Brownstein
Aaron Buchman
Elsa Fenster
Robert Frolich

Herman Ginsberg
Phoebe Goldsmith
Jared Kanner
Michael Katz
Rose Lewis
Esther Liff
Joseph Lipton
Bessie Maas
Frances Menin
Eina Novozhenets
Jacob Oxfeld
Carol Pess
Lucille Rutberg
Belle Shamaskin
Hazel Silver
Leo Smith
Jerry E. Spitulnik
Kazimer Szczepanik
Sanford Zeman

September 24 & 25
Bess Abramson
Judi Barrett
Joan Baxter
Irving Berlowitz
Rosetta Dellheim
Niyaze Ege
Max Forchheimer
Jennie Francis
William Gerard
Irving Glasner
Sophie Gorfien
Max Gurwitz
Sara Hertafeld
David Horwitz
Hannah Jarvis
Donald Johnson
Leo Kanner
Jacob Lazier
Dorothy Lisson

Ida Markovits
Annette Newman
Dorothy Pies
Milton Rosen
Theodore Rothschild
Samuel Ryback
Samuel Silverman
Anita Stein
Ruth Schiffrin 

Strauss
Michael Wexler
Sidney Yarmel
William Zimmerman
Myron Zuckerman

October 1 & 2
Kenneth Cavanagh
Suzanne Cramer
Lillian Davis
Mildred Demchick
Joseph DiJulio
Renee Fishman
Hyman Forrest
Oscar Friedlander
Louis Guttman
Ruth Handelman
Julian Holmes
Harold H. Hymes
Freida Jacobson
Louis Jacobson
I. Robert Lewis
Frank Morrison
Lloyd Paperno
Lilian Pranger
Moisey Rabinovich
Edward Richmond
George Rooth
Zina Rubinshteyn
Eric Silbermann
Barney Snyder
Stanley Specterman



September 2021 Calendar
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Elul Project 
Erev Shabbat  
Family Service with 
Birthday Blessings
6:00 p.m
Torah Portion: 
Nitzavim
Deuteronomy 29.9 – 
30.20 

20

      Sunday      Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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23

Erev Shabbat  
Service- 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: 
Vayeilech
Deuteronomy 31.1– 
31.30 

 

Erev Shabbat  
Service- 6:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion: 
Ha'azinu
Deuteronomy 32.1– 
32.30 

Erev Shabbat 
Service- 6:00 p.m.

2827 29 30

Elul Project 
Accessibility  
and Inclusion 
Meeting- 6:00 p.m.
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:30 p.m.

October Erev 
Shabbat Services:

Check the 
temple website 

for updated 
service times

Elul Project Elul Project 
Shabbat Morning 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

Elul Project OFFICE CLOSED
Elul Project
Erev Rosh 
Hashanah 
Services (JCC)-
8:00 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED
Rosh Hashanah 
Services (JCC)-
10:00 a.m.
Tashlich (JCC)- 
4:00 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED
2nd Day Rosh 
Hashanah 
Services (Temple)-
10:30 a.m.

Torah Study- 
9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

School- First Day
Sinai Sprouts- 10:00 
a.m.
Kesher- 11:00 a.m.
Social Action 
Committee Meeting- 
4:00 p.m.

Kol Nidre (JCC)-
8:00 p.m.

OFFICE 
CLOSED
Yom Kippur 
Services (JCC)-
10:00 a.m.
Torah Study 
(JCC)- 1:45 p.m.
Afternoon and 
Healing Service 
(JCC)- 3:15 p.m.
Yizkor and Neilah 
Services (JCC)- 
4:30 p.m.

Torah Study- 
9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

School in Session
7th Grade Torah 
Project- 9:30 a.m.
Kesher- 11:00 a.m.
Speaking of Race- 
4:00 p.m.

Erev Sukkot 
Service/Program- 
6:00 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED
Sukkot Service- 
10:30 a.m.

School in Session 
Adult Ed 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m.

Board of Trustees 
Meeting- 7:30 p.m.

Torah Study- 
9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

School in Session
Kindergarten 
Program- 9:30 a.m.
Sinai Sprouts- 10:00 
a.m.
Kesher- 11:00 a.m.
Bogrim- 11:00 a.m.
Speaking of Race- 
4:00 p.m.

Erev Simchat 
Torah Service and 
Consecration- 
5:30 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED
Simchat Torah 
Service with 
Yizkor Memorial 
Prayers- 10:30 
a.m.

School in Session Congregant 
Engagement 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m.

Birthday Blessings
      on  9/3
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High Holy Days
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Religious Practices Committee’s May 2021 
survey to explore congregants’ views about 
returning to in-person services at the JCC for 
the High Holy Days. We were pleased to have 
228 surveys returned, which gave us a good 
sense of what was important and concerning 
to congregants. There was a strong desire to 
be back together again, and at the same time, 
to carefully consider guidelines to reduce the 
spread of Covid-19. Both in-person and zoom 
services were highly recommended, as was 
providing socially distanced seating options 
for small family groups and individuals. Many 
congregants commented that it was hard to 
know in May, what they would do in September. 
We could identify with the comment that with 
so many variables to consider, we are “trying to 
nail jello to the wall!”  Despite the challenges, 
we are very grateful that you took the time to 
complete the survey.  Your comments definitely 
shaped our thinking and planning details. 

Take care and thanks again, 
the Religious Practices Committee      

L’Shanah Tovah 
to our Temple Sinai community

From the Clergy, Board & Staff

May You Have a Sweet and 
Healthy New Year

And May You Be Inscribed 
in the Book of Life.

 

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Monday, September 6, 8:00 p.m. at the JCC

Rosh Hashanah
Tuesday, September 7, 10:00 a.m. at the JCC

Taschlich, 4:00 p.m. at the JCC

Rosh Hashanah, Day 2
 Wednesday, September 8, 10:30 a.m. at Temple
 

Kol Nidre 
Wednesday, September 15, 8:00 p.m. at the JCC

Yom Kippur 
Thursday, September 16, 10:00 a.m.  at the JCC

Torah Study, 1:45 p.m.  at the JCC
Afternoon & Healing Service, 3:15 p.m. at 
   the JCC
Yizkor & Neilah, 4:30 p.m.  at the JCC

Kol Nidre Food Drive

Because we are offering varied ways of ‘attend-
ing’ services this High Holy Days season, please 
consider dropping food at temple in the days 
leading up to Kol Nidre.

Sunday, September 12 – 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Monday, September 13 – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 14 – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Continue our temple tradition of donating food 
to the Brighton Food Cupboard by bringing your 
canned goods to Temple Sinai. There will be 
bins outside the office doors for your donations. 
People need our help more than ever! Let’s see 
if we can beat last year’s total of 2420 pounds 
of canned goods!
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For nearly thirty years, Friends of Sinai (FOS) has served as an important support vehicle of 
our Temple community.  The annual Friends of Sinai gifts have made possible non-budgeted 
improvements to our building and grounds as well as support for our school, staff, and 
congregational programming.

We gratefully acknowledge the following congregants who are able and chose to support 
our congregation with a FOS donation of $360 or more above the Sustaining Sinai commit-
ment for 2021/2022**:
 Al and Pam Benjamin    Josephine Braitman*
  Dan and Linda Carp    Peggy Cherkasky
 Stewart Cramer and Sue Golden Cramer Stan and Reenie Feingold
 Jeff and Jan Feldman                                      Alan and Ronny Frishman   
     Keith and Carol Greer    Bob and Merilyn Israel
 Rabbis Alan and Jan Katz   Les and Monika Katzel
 Norm and Donna Lederman   Ed and Bess Lewis    
 Lauren Lieberman and Katrina Arndt Allen and Barbara Mendler
 Ron and Karen Newman   Victor and Joyce Poleshuck  
 Michael and Susan Rosenbloom  Elise Rosenfeld
 Noreen Salerno    Joyce Schachter  
 Lou and Cathy Schneider   David Spector*   
 Eli Tuber and Sheryl Silberman  Rabbi Debbi Till
 Joe and Elise Wojciechowski*  Mark Anderson & Randi Forman  
 Esther Brill & RJ Ruble

We all make up and add to the rich fabric that is the Sinai family.  We give where we can and 
in a variety of ways.  Please consider joining the Friends of Sinai as another way to support 
the faith community that supports.
For information about how to join the Friends of Sinai, please contact me or our Temple office.

Monika Katzel      *Additional Gift   ** As of Aug. 1
Friends of Sinai Chair – monikakatzel@gmail.com
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I am honored to serve as Vice President of 
Caring Community & Social Action. I would 

like to express my gratitude to Abby Urban-
Rifkin for her recent service and leadership as 
VP during an extremely active and challenging 
period, and to all the committee and community 
members who’ve shared their time and talent. I 
thank the current chairs of the Accessibility and 
Inclusion Committee—Lauren Lieberman and 
Susan Rizzo, and Social Action Committee—
Sue Stanger, Donna Goldberg, and Leslie 
Newman for their dedication. 

Grounded in our Temple Mission, these 
committees are deeply engaged in the work 
of creating an inclusive Sukkat Shalom and 
the pursuit of justice. We look to build on the 
strong Sinai tradition of striving to be an ever 
more welcoming community that affirms and 
celebrates the diverse identities, experiences, 
and abilities of our congregants, recently 
reflected for example in Pride Shabbat and the 
installation of a Bima lift. Guided by the Jewish 
value of Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World—and 
through education, community partnerships, 
advocacy, and action—the Social Action 
Committee strives to build a Temple community 
that responds to inequities and injustices in 
Rochester, the nation and the world.

This year the Social Action Committee will 
be continuing its emphasis on antiracism, in 
alignment with the Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism’s Racial Justice campaign, 
along with efforts to address antisemitism as 
we combat the bias and hate, in all its forms, 
that threaten our community and our values. 
In recognition of the crucial role of dialogue 
and learning in this work we invite you to 
participate in the Speaking of Race program 
described here, and stay tuned for an upcoming 
program around the novel Caste by Isabel 
Wilkerson. 
The committee is also forming working groups 
around issues such as climate change, food 
insecurity, health disparities, and immigration. 
We’re seeking congregants of all backgrounds 
and interests inspired by Tikkun Olam, including 
those who may wish to participate only in 
a particular group, as well as the larger 
committee. Please visit our Social Action 
webpage at tsinai.org/social-action to stay up to 

date on our work, and to get involved reach out 
to Donna Goldberg, dgoldberg10@gmail.com, or 
myself at arijelliot@gmail.com.  

Ari Elliot

Speaking of Race…  Opening Up to 
Listening, Acting, Healing

When the headlines about racist acts break our 
hearts, we are reminded of the Rabbis’ ancient 
wisdom, "The only heart that is whole is the 
heart that is broken.”  Can that heartbreak 
open us to new insights about racism and new 
ways of being? How might deeper awareness of 
ourselves and racism bring more wholeness to 
our communities as well as to ourselves? 

Speaking of Race, a subgroup of the Social 
Action Committee, is continuing the facilitated 
dialogues first begun with Temple Sinai’s Board 
of Directors in August, 2020. The purpose 
of these conversations is to support self-
exploration, personal reflection and individual 
education about racism and white privilege—
including exploration of its intersections with 
antisemitism—to help us become even more 
engaged and effective agents of change in the 
tradition of acting from Jewish values. The goal 
is to transform our culture into one of equity, 
equality and true justice for all people, and 
especially at this time for Black and Indigenous 
peoples and other people of color.

We will eagerly welcome the first 20 
people who register to participate in these 
opportunities to confidentially connect with one 
another in small intimate groups and in an open, 
nonjudgmental space.

For more information or to RSVP, please 
contact Gail Ferraioli at gail.ferraioli@gmail.
com by the date indicated for the session you 
wish to attend.
• Sunday, September 19, 2021 from 4:00 – 

5:30 p.m.  RSVP by 9/12/21
• Sunday, September 26, 2021 from 4:00 – 

5:30 p.m. RSVP by 9/19/21

We look forward to hearing your voices!
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Look for information 
regarding 

Sukkot 
events in 

upcoming Snippets 
during September

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021 

G A L A         event
IN HONOR OF

Rabbi Alan Katz
A LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP

Even if you sent in the original response 
card, please submit again to let us know 

you can make the new date.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Thank you to all who made generous donations 
to the RAIHN (Family Promise) Fund at Temple 
Sinai to help cover the cost of food for the the 
August Family Promise rotation that were 
delivered to each family in the program, as well 
as gift cards to Walmart and Wegman's.

We truly appreciate your help and generosity! 

Patty Vermilion and Carol Yunker, 
Meal Coordinators

Alan & Martina Wolff
Alan & Ronny Frishman
Joyce Schachter
Carole Teegarden
Edward Muszynski & Bonnie Hughes
Jamie Spiller & Anne Macpherson
H. Robert & Joyce Herman
Karen McCally & Daniel Borus

Mark Anderson & Randi Forman
Rabbis Alan & Jan Katz
Allan Hymes & Marilyn Rosen
Carol & Michael Yunker
Ed & Bess Lewis
Gail & Hank Ferraioli
Cathy Combs
Howard & Arlene Schenker
Irving & Gloria Rosenstein
Lester & Monika Katzel
Linda Stundtner
Marvin & Loretta Friedman
Michael & Janet Goldman
Ruth Marchetti
Jodi Shea 
Noreen Salerno
Paul Rosenfeld & Sylvia Rose
Ralph Ellis & Alice Rudolph
Roseann Kraus
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GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND

In Honor of
Arlene & Howard Schenker's 50th anniversary, 

by Lester & Monika Katzel, Vicki & Tom 
Finnefrock

Jamie Kantor's marriage to Katie Stanutz, by 
Lester & Monika Katzel

In Memory of
Sharon DiMatteo, by Alan & Judy Wertheimer, 

Carole & David Teegarden
Elkan Munter, by Irving & Gloria Rosenstein
Stanley Schachter, by Joyce Schachter
Sondra Rib, by Lester & Monika Katzel
Martin Lipsky, by Marvin Groden
Ralph Bookbinder, by Renee & James 

Brownstein
Lois DeCoste, by Vicki & Tom Finnefrock
Margy Taylor, by Vicki & Tom Finnefrock

GENERAL OPERATING FUND

In Appreciation of
The temple staff, clergy and board for getting 

Sinai through the pandemic, by David & 
Pauline Rutberg

In Honor of
The ordination of Rabbi Jan Katz, by Ellen 

Erne

In Memory of
John Erne, by Ellen Erne
Blanche Schultz, by Joanne Frolich
David Schultz, by Joanne Frolich
Richard Schultz, by Joanne Frolich
Hans Nathan, by Lorraine & Tom Donaher
Melly Nathan, by Lorraine & Tom Donaher
Earl Groden, by Marvin Groden
Paul Cherkasky, by Nancy & Neil Rapp

A donation has been made by Mark Winsberg & 
Diane Morse

MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND

In Appreciation of
The Mitzvah Connection for honoring our 

50th anniversary with a contribution to the 
Prayerbook Fund, by Howard & Arlene 
Schenker

ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND

In Memory of
Albert Winston Schiffrin, by Elizabeth 

Steinberg
Frances Erne, by Ellen Erne
Edward Behrman, by Joe & Jeni Behrman
Marilyn Auerbach, by Karl Auerbach
Alison Auerbach Barr, by Karl Auerbach
Dorothy Shamaskin, by Liz Steinberg and the 

McGrails
Lillian Gordon Schiffrin, by Liz Steinberg and 

the McGrails

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

In Appreciation of
Marcia Birken, by Carol Goldsmith
The Adult Education Lecture Series, by Peggy 

Cherkasky

In Honor of
The ordination of Rabbi Jan Katz, by Marlene 

Gordon
Barb & Al Mendler's 50th wedding anniversary, 

by Vicki and Tom Finnefrock

In Memory of
George Adler, by Peggy Cherkasky

CANTOR BRAUN DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of
Cantor Braun, by Deb Rib & Jay Parnes
Cantor Braun's Torah Chanting Club, by 

Marlene Gordon

In Memory of
Gloria Supnick, by Jay Supnick & Gail Brownell

COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND

In Memory of
Sandy Rib, by Allan Hymes & Marilyn Rosen
Sidney Esterson, by Jon & Nancy Chernak
Helen Chernak, by Jon & Nancy Chernak

CULTURAL ENDOWMENT

In Memory of
Robert Brent, by Stephen & Claudia Brent

Contributions
Todah Rabah to all those who remembered Temple Sinai when they remembered others
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In Memory of

Tessie Bender, by Caren Rudin & Alan Gurwitz
Jacob Gorfien, by Caren Rudin & Alan Gurwitz

WINDOWS OF LIGHT FUND

In Memory of
Evan Cherkasky, by Peggy Cherkasky

YOUTH ENDOWMENT FUND

In Honor of
Rachel Greer's new position as Teen 

Engagement Leader, by Vicki & Tom 
Finnefrock

For information about these funds, go to our
website tsinai.org and select the "Donate" tab

Tributes received after August 10th will be 
recognized in the October Bulletin

In Honor of
The marriage of Jamie Kantor to Katie 

Stanutz, by Carol & Michael Yunker

In Memory of
Sondra Rib, by Carol & Michael Yunker
Sharon DiMatteo, by Lester & Monika Katzel
David Klein, by Randi Forman & Mark Anderson

MUSIC FUND

A donation has been made by Phyllis Rosen

PRESIDENT'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of
Keith Greer's presidency, by Vicki & Tom 

Finnefrock

In Honor of
Renee Brownstein and Jamie Spiller on 

becoming Board Co-Presidents, by Vicki & 
Tom Finnefrock

RABBI TILL DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of
Temple Sinai, by Sharon DiMatteo z"l

In Memory of
Gloria Supnick, by Jay Supnick & Gail 

Brownell
Ernest Mitzner, by John Page & Sandra 

Mitzner
Stan Till, by Marlene Gordon

RAIHN FUND (FAMILY PROMISE)

In Appreciation of
Sue Bondy, with thanks for all you do, by Hope 

Madonia

In Memory of
Sharon DiMatteo, by Blanche & Ed Fenster, 

Helene Freer
Paul Cherkasky, by Peggy Cherkasky

ROBIN SHIFFRIN URJ CAMPERSHIP FUND

In Memory of
Paul Rosen, by Phyllis Rosen

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In Honor of
Renee Brownstein becoming Temple Sinai Co-

President, by Jerry Wein & Valerie Bogart
Tali Beckwith-Cohen's graduation, by Marlene 

Gordon

This October 10, you can Walk together. 
Roll together. Run together. Pedal 
together. Join together!

There are so many ways to speak up 
together as part of ADL’s annual Walk 
Against Hate. It’s a great opportunity 
to move toward a future without 
antisemitism, racism and all forms of 
bigotry.

Join people from across the country in 
stepping up — solo, with your family, 
with your classmates, co-workers, 
congregations or community group — 
to make your voice heard in challenging 
antisemitism and all forms of hate.

To register and see how you can 
participate in your community, visit 
WalkAgainstHate.org today.



Hiking Chavurah
The Hiking Chavurah 
meets the last Sunday 
morning of the month.

This July 25 hike was 
an urban hike – an 
exploration of down-
town Rochester, 
including the Frederick 
Douglass-Susan B. 
Anthony Bridge and the 
Ford Street Bridge 
along the Genesee 
River.  

Marcia & Paul 
Rothberg will be 
leading the August 29th 
outing. All are welcome 
to join in!

Pictured left to right top row: Paul Rothberg, Wahyu Dilts, David Kotok, Genevieve Russo, Herb Feinstein, Lisa 
Altman (in front of Herb) Fran Feinstein, Joanne Frolich. Bottom row: Susan Trien, Gary Ginsburg, Jill Orbach, 
Sue Bondy, Barbara Shapiro, Ellen Lewis, Karen Newman, (standing) Ron Newman, Marcia Rothberg
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