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You are cordially invited 
to attend 

the Installation of Cantor Braun
Friday, November 16th

Service at 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner to follow service 

Watch the mail for your personal invitation!
    Service will be open to all 

                           but seating for dinner will be limited



Agenda's recent study 
demonstrates that chronic 
under-funding by the state 
and coverage denials from 
commercial insurers are 
pushing out practitioners 
and providers, making 
for an acute and growing 
problem, with many children waiting many 
months before they might receive help.  For 
infants and toddlers with a delay, not to 
mention their worried parents, waiting can be a 
major setback, and can be responsible for minor 
problems growing into major social-emotional, 
health and education problems in later child-
hood and as adults. As part of Children’s 
Sabbath, we will be invited to participate in 
advocacy efforts with the Governor to address 
this problem in next year's state budget. 

Join us for Shabbat Services on Friday, October 
19th at 6:00 p.m. when Larry Marx, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Children’s Agenda 
(and a Temple Sinai member) will be our 
guest speaker. Larry will share his expertise, 
educating us regarding the most pressing and 
timely issues and direct us toward action. 

The Book of Proverbs implores us to speak up 
for [those unable to speak], for the rights of all 
the unfortunate. We are told to speak up, judge 
righteously, champion the poor and needy. 
(Proverbs 31: 8-9) a sentiment echoed centuries 
later in our prayer book, Mishkan T’filah which 
asks, “How shall we sanctify God’s name? By 
being holy ourselves. How do we accomplish 
this? Let our prayers bring us to sacred deed, to 
actions that promote justice, harmony and peace.” 

May we strive to be holy in our deeds, moving 
forward with hope, providing every child, every 
possible opportunity to bring their unique bless-
ings into this world.  

Rabbi Debbi Till

A Yiddish proverb teaches us that each child 
carries their own, unique blessing into 

the world. Our job is to nurture that potential. 
Children provide us with hope and promise, 
with Judaism emphasizing that they are in fact 
a Divine trust and guarantors of the future. In 
the Reconstructionist Rabbi’s Manual, we read: 
“God of the generations, God of new begin-
nings, children are Your promise of tomorrow 
made in Your image, a reflection of Your divine 
love. Teach us to raise our children worthy of 
this sacred trust of life.” Praying is one action 
we as trusted adults, can choose, but so too 
is ensuring that children in our community, 
county and country have every opportunity to 
realize their full promise by removing as many 
stumbling blocks in their way as possible. 
Rochester statistics indicate unequivocally, that 
far too many children of color and children in 
poverty face enormous and growing opportu-
nity gaps that leave them behind economically, 
in early childhood development, and in school. 

Temple Sinai participates annually in the 
Children's Sabbath, along with over 75 other 
Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other houses of 
worship within Monroe County. The purpose 
is to focus on the moral imperative -- in each 
of our respective faith traditions -- to improve 
the lives and fortunes of children, especially 
the most vulnerable. Along with this coor-
dinated October 19th-21st weekend of special 
services, faith communities also partner with 
The Children's Agenda to engage in advocacy 
efforts on policy and funding changes that 
make a tangible difference to children.  

This year we focus on the growing scarcity of 
early childhood developmental services for 
infants and toddlers (physical, occupational 
and speech therapy, etc.). Rising numbers of 
Monroe County's youngest children (about 1 
out of every 3 now) are forced onto waiting 
lists to receive these services. The Children's 
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Contacting The Rabbis
Please let the temple office (381-6890) know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that the 
Rabbis and the congregation can respond appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any life cycle 
events at which Rabbi Katz, Rabbi Till, or Cantor Braun will be present without speaking to them first. 

To reach Rabbi Katz in an emergency, please call both his home phone (662-5418) and his cell phone            
(233-8028). To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call 355-0192. To reach Cantor Braun in an 
emergency, please call 973-953-2489.

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. Please remember that HIPAA regulations prevent hospitals from 
alerting us when someone is ill. We ask temple members who are aware that one of our members is in a 
hospital to please call the Temple Sinai office so that one of our Rabbis may visit them. 



food and housing insecurity 
are just people. On paper, 
the families frequently 
looked very much like my 
own. “There but for the 
grace of G-d go I,” I said to 
myself frequently.  

Although Temple Sinai only acts as a host 
congregation for RAIHN families four times a 
year, our literacy volunteers at School #45, led 
by Peggy Cherkasky and Sally Constine, help 
children every week of the school year. Temple 
Sinai volunteers work one-on-one with children 
who live in poverty and don’t have the same 
resources at home that most suburban children 
do. The Sinai volunteers, along with our 
temple professional staff and our Social Action 
group, have helped coordinate hat and mitten 
drives, book drives, and clothing drives for the 
children of School #45.    

This year the month of October sits squarely 
between the Jewish harvest festival and 
American Thanksgiving. As we welcome 
our RAIHN guests, we should be thankful 
for all we have, but also remember that food 
and housing insecurity are not only urban 
problems. On Kol Nidre we collected food for 
the Brighton Food Cupboard—a suburban food 
cupboard in a heavily Jewish neighborhood. 
The Brighton Food Cupboard, a program of 
Jewish Family Services, works to maintain the 
dignity of the suburban poor who are dealing 
with hunger while often not wanting others to 
know about their situation. Even some of our 
own temple members are not immune to the 
turns of fate that can leave some “without.”  

Consider becoming a RAIHN volunteer this 
year, or perhaps even a literacy volunteer. 
Donate to the food cupboard. Bring a book to 
a book drive or clothing to a clothing drive. As 
the weather changes and the rain begins, stay 
warm and dry and thankful. And share your 
warmth where you can.

Blanche Fenster

A s I sit to write, we move from High Holy 
Day preparations (feasting and fasting) 

to Sukkot, the festival of booths, and we 
watch as hurricanes threaten even the most 
permanent structures in some areas. We worry 
about friends in their paths and what this 
year’s hurricane season holds. Although it is a 
mitzvah to live and eat in the Sukkah during 
Sukkot, we always know that in cases of rain or 
cold, we can move inside after a quick kiddush 
and motzi and keep warm and dry and sleep in 
our regular beds. We can save nights of looking 
up at the stars for the warmer nights when the 
stars are actually visible through the clouds.

Temple Sinai will be a Rochester Area 
Interfaith Hospitality Network (RAIHN) host 
congregation again this fall for the week of 
October 7th. We have the opportunity to share 
our warmth and our abundance with those who 
don’t have other shelter from the proverbial 
storms that have impacted their lives. Whether 
it’s cooking, hosting, setting up, shopping, or 
any of the other activities our congregants are 
involved in, pitching in helps us appreciate the 
blessings that we are given.    

According to RAIHN.org, Rochester is the 5th 
poorest city in the United States, among the top 
75 metropolitan areas, and has more than 700 
individuals homeless each night in Rochester 
and its suburbs, including 100 families with 
children. The availability of the RAIHN 
program helps guarantee that family units can 
stay together—something that most shelters 
cannot offer.  

My own family’s connection to RAIHN 
began about ten years ago, when we started 
volunteering as dinner hosts as a Mitzvah 
Project prior to my daughter’s Bat Mitzvah, and 
we collected art supplies for the day center at 
her Bat Mitzvah reception. My children enjoyed 
helping where they could and played games 
and ate dinner with the children that were 
being housed at Temple. They learned very 
quickly that the children in the program could 
have been any of the children they saw each 
day at school. They learned that people with 
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Visit Our Website:  
www.ts inai .org
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School of Jewish life & learning 
pinat Ha-Talmid (The Student Corner)

To our new students and parents: welcome 
to our Temple and to our education program; 

and to our “veteran” students and parents: 
welcome back. I hope that you all had a 
wonderful summer vacation and are ready for a 
great year of Jewish education.

We have a fantastic teaching staff and are fortu-
nate to have 35 Madrichim and Madrichot that 
will come to help our students and teachers.

it happened in September
We began our school year on Sunday, Sept. 9, 
with a new initiative:  Temple Sinai Mitzvah 
Market.

The event began with a delicious breakfast 
followed by adults, teens, and children visiting 
the tables of fifteen organizations that provided 
information about what they do, volunteer 
opportunities they have for various age groups 
and how we can help by donating needed items.

At 9:30 a.m. our students, teachers, and 
Madrichim began their first day of classes 
that also included coming back to the Mitzvah 
Market to learn more about each organiza-
tion; and enjoying our traditional, pre-Rosh 
Hashanah, apples dipped in honey.

I would like to thank Nancy Kraus, Marilyn 
Rosen, Abby Urban-Rifkin, and Marsha Rifkin 
for preparing the breakfast and for their help in 
organizing the event. 

On Sunday, Sept. 16, our 7th grade students 
and their parents attended their Torah Project 
Program.  During the program students and 
parents were introduced to the various aspects 
of the Torah (as an object and as a text); and had 
the opportunity to read and discuss the portion 
assigned to their Bar/Bat Mitzvah service.

Our Kesher students and their parents gathered 
later that day to hear about the curriculum and 
other plans we have for our 8th, 9th, and 10th 
graders.

On Sunday, Sept. 23, our kindergarten students 
and their parents gathered to participate in a 
special “Consecration” program. During the 
program students and parents (and grand-
parents) were engaged in special arts & crafts 
activities related to Consecration; learned about 
the meaning of the Consecration ceremony 

(welcoming or children to 
their formal Jewish educa-
tion); and discussed the 
overall goals of our Jewish 
education.

In addition to our kinder-
garten program, the 
students of all classes had 
the opportunity to decorate our Sukkah, spend 
time in it and learn about the holiday of Sukkot. 
They then enjoyed our traditional treat of this 
day: doughnut holes and apple cider.

Open House
The first Open House, for our 2nd, 4th, and 5th 
grade classes will take place on Sunday, Oct. 14, 
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

The second Open House, for our Kindergarten, 
1st, 3rd, 6th, and 7th grade classes will take place on 
Sunday, Oct. 28, 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Both Open House events are for students and 
their parents (grandparents are welcome to join.)

Hebrew Enhanced Learning Program (HELP):
We ask our 4th-7th grade students to please bring 
back the HELP DVD they received last year.  
We would like to “recycle” them.

Coffee for a Cause
We continue with this wonderful social action 
event that will take place during Sunday 
morning, usually the last one of the month. Coffee 
and bagels (and cream cheese) will be offered for 
$2 each. The proceeds from each sale will be sent 
to a preselected place or cause of need. We thank 
you in advance for your contribution.

October Schedule of events
Fri., Oct. 5:  Family Service (6:00 p.m.) followed 

by Shabbat with Friends dinner (7:00 p.m.); 
our 6th and 7th Grade will participate

Fri., Oct. 12:  Young Family Service (6:00 
p.m.), featuring our Kindergarten class; 
followed by Young Family Shabbat 
Dinner.

Sun., Oct.14:  Open House for 2nd, 4th, and 5th 
grade classes

Wed., Oct. 17:  Bogrim (6:00-7:15 p.m.)
Sat., Oct 19:  Children’s Shabbat (6:00 p.m.)
Sun., Oct. 21:  Sprouts; Coffee for a Cause
Sun., Oct.28:  Open House for our Kindergarten, 

1st, 3rd, 6th, and 7th grade classes

Ilan D. Adar
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No One Gets Out 
Of Here Alive: 

The Jewish Perspective 
on Death, Mourning 

& Afterlife
CLASSES START 

SUNDAY, SEPT 30th at 9:30 a.m.
Class dates will be 9/30, 10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 
10/28 and 11/4. Attend any or all sessions. 

              

Adult Education

College Connection
Remember to send your undergraduate college 
student’s address to jschachter@tsinai.org.

Addresses are not kept from one year to the 
next so you must send it each year. Please note 
that we can only send packages to students at 
colleges within the United States.

If you would like to be involved with this fun 
committee, please let us know when you send 
your child’s contact information.

The Adult B’not Mitzvah class of 
2018 (Peggy Cherkasky, Carol 
Goldsmith, Donna Lederman, 
and Ticia Valle) will be called 
to the Torah on November 3, 
2018 at 10:30 a.m. We extend 
an invitation to all congregants 
to join us on our very special 
day. We will be hosting a 
kiddish luncheon for all who are 
present following the service.  
Please contact the temple 
office by October 22nd at 381-
6890 or jschachter@tsinai.
org, to confirm your presence 
so we can plan accordingly. 

RaTSY
We are writing this on the evening of our 
first event, RATSY’s inaugural Pizza Palooza, 
where we tasted pizza from four different local 
establishments and voted on who was worthy 
of the sought-after “Official RATSY Pizza” 
endorsement. And, almost unanimously, it was 
awarded to All Star Pizza (on Penfield Road)! 
Congratulations to them for this honor!

RATSY is planning our next, really fun event for 
all high-schoolers - the Mall Scavenger Hunt!!  
This event involves running around Eastview 
Mall and collecting information on the scavenger  
list, with teams being judged for completeness 
and time. The objects can be “collected” via 
selfie and include capturing activities of mall 
visitors and/or team members or identifying 
items throughout the mall. Teens can also get 
extra points for creative captures. The most 
important aspect is that you get to spend time 
with your friends, laughing the entire time!
Teens will need sturdy footwear (to move 
quickly between locations) and the ability to 
see close up and distance (glasses and contacts 
are definitely necessary), as well as a positive 
attitude and strong desire to have a great time! 
If you have never been to a RATSY event, this is 
definitely one not to miss--this is a great event 
to meet new people and make new friends.

The event will be held on Saturday, October 13th, 
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., with time in-between for 
lunch (make sure to bring a lunch or money to 
get something at the food court). To register 
or with questions, please reach out to us on 
Instagram @ratsyroc. Hoping to see you there!

Mari Rosenzweig,Membership/Communications VP

Youth Corner

Wish you knew Hebrew but 
think you are too old to learn? 
Wish you could participate more easily in 
services?  Wish you could speak some basic 
Hebrew phrases? Join Rabbinic Intern Jan 
Katz and learn to decode Hebrew letters 
(self-guided with user-friendly guidebook 
and teacher support) and beginning 
conversational skills. This class will meet 
Sunday mornings from 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the following dates: 9/30, 10/14, 10/28, 
11/11, 12/2, 12/16  *Pre-registration is 
required so textbooks can be ordered.
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What types of prayer music are 
used in Reform Synagogues?

This important question is constantly being 
addressed among professional and lay leaders 

of the Reform movement. I thought this would be 
a great opportunity for me to share with all of you 
some thoughts on the Jewish Synagogue Music. 

We, Cantors, are puzzled with the following 
questions:
What types of songs are entering our synagogues?
How do we define contemporary liturgical music?

In the past decade cantors have been expanding 
their repertoire of the sacred music in the syna-
gogue. We have been implementing various styles 
and types of Jewish music. For example, Chassidic 
niggunim and Sephardic melodies became a part 
of our Shabbat experience. Our worship is often 
enriched by Israeli and Yemenite tunes to express 
certain parts of our liturgy. Especially secular 
American styles like jazz, blues and rock are very 
popular in the Reform movement. As a result, we 
are incorporating various musical traditions into 
our worship experience. 

As Cantors, we ask ourselves the following    
questions: 
How do we create a balance between the various styles 
of music?
How do we deliver a spiritually meaningful service to 
our congregants using different types of music?

I believe that Jewish people come to synagogue 
services for different reasons. Some come to 
meet new friends, some come to socialize with 
people they know. In my opinion, many congre-
gants come to services to learn, to find comfort, 
to elevate and uplift their souls, and some are 
looking to communicate with God. In truth, we 
all have different ways by which we enrich our 
spirits and nourish our minds during worship.
Some express their feelings through congrega-
tional singing, others through active listening. 

When I select songs for our services, I ask myself 
the following questions:
What types of music will help my congregants on their 
Spiritual journey?
What kind of music will touch and uplift their souls?

Even though all of us experience and connect 
to prayer differently, we want to be included 
in a prayerful experience. All of us want to find 
ways to communicate with God through music 
and prayer. Therefore, it is important to create 
a balance of various styles of music, so our con-
gregants can experience a wide range of feelings 
during the service. For example, at High Holy 
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Day services we feel the majesty 
of Jewish music. At other times, 
we need to look inside our souls 
to reflect and meditate. Often 
we want to express our feelings 
through raising our voices in 
song as one congregation, as 
one community.

I believe that in our services we offer a variety of 
melodies and prayers, including contemporary 
and traditional, so people can satisfy their spir-
itual needs.

I believe that this diversity creates a beautiful 
worship experience and, therefore, our services 
are inviting, fulfilling, comforting, joyous and 
meaningful. 

Our regular Shabbat services in our beautiful 
sanctuary offer a mix of traditional and contem-
porary melodies and prayers. This service gives 
opportunities for congregational participation and 
leads us toward reflective, meditative prayer.

Our "Rockin' Shabbat" is an exciting musical 
Shabbat experience with our own band. This 
service is a blend of contemporary melodies com-
posed by some of the leading Jewish composers of 
our time. 

Our monthly first Friday night Family Shabbat is 
a joyous, campy, musical service, fully participa-
tory. I would love to take it a step further and 
expand this service musically by involving our 
teens to sing and play instruments with me!

Temple Sinai has many talented people and I am 
very blessed that our congregants are generous 
with their time and enjoy singing in our adult 
choir, play in the band and sing with me. My hope 
is to increase congregants’ musical participation 
and implement new Shabbat programming, like 
choral Shabbats, healing services and more. Our 
temple has an amazingly spiritual facility unlike 
any other temple: it gives us an incredible oppor-
tunity to be creative in bringing various music 
programs and events to Temple Sinai. 

I hope that together we can discover how our 
music can encourage a sense of welcome and 
empowerment. I hope that we find a perfect 
balance between the styles of our prayer and their 
musical expression.

Together we will continue our musical journey to 
the future of Jewish Sacred music; let us find our 
own congregational voice first as individuals, and 
then as a community!

B’Shalom,
Cantor Renata Braun



October 2018 Calendar
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21

Erev Shabbat  
Family Service with 
Birthday Blessings 
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Dinner with 
Friends 7:00 p.m. 

22

      Sunday      monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26

28

27
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23 24

1 2 3

25

Young Family 
Service 6:00 p.m.
Schmoozin' 
Shabbat  6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:00 p.m.
RAIHN

Tot Shabbat 
10:00 a.m. 
Children’s Agenda 
Erev Shabbat 
Service with 
Guest Speaker 
Larry Marx 
6:00 p.m.

Schmoozin' 
Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:00 p.m. 

29 november erev Shabbat Services
  

  nov. 2:  erev Shabbat Family Service @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

  nov. 9:  Young Family Service @ 6:00 p.m.
               erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.
 

  nov. 16: erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

  nov. 23: erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m.

   nov. 30: erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion:
Bereshit
Genesis 1.1–6.8

School in Session
Klezmer Band 
practice 7:00 p.m.

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Afternoon 
Service 5:30 p.m. 
Torah Portion: 
Noach
Genesis 6.9–11.32

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m. 
Torah Portion: Lech 
Lecha
Genesis 11.1–17.27

Shabbat Morning 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Afternoon 
Service 5:30 p.m.
Torah Portion: 
Vayera
Genesis 18.1–22.24

Book Group 
10:00 a.m.
School in Session
Bogrim 6:00 p.m.
Klezmer Band 
practice 7:00 p.m.

65

School in Session
Open House Grades 
2,4,5 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m. 
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Hebrew 
10:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
RAIHN

Board of Trustees 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

 

OFFICE CLOSED
Simchat Torah 
Service & Yizkor 
Memorial Service 
10:30 a.m.

School in Session
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m. 
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
RAIHN

RAIHN School in Session
RAIHN

30 31

Coffee for a Cause
School in Session 
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m. 
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

 

on 10/5

 Bir
thday  

Blessings

Rochester Coalition 
Against Human 
Trafficking 4:00 p.m. 
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
RAIHN

School in Session
Women's 
Chavurah at Geva 
3:00 p.m.

School in Session 
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m. 
Open House Grades 
K,1,3,6,7  9:30 a.m. 
Adult Hebrew 
10:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

School in Session

RAIHN
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October 5-6
Ida Altman
Harry Berlowitz
Kenneth Cavanagh
Lillian Davis
Mildred Demchick
David Feiner
Muriel Feldman
Renee Fishman
Phoebe Goldsmith
Louis Guttman
Ruth Handelman
Harold H. Hymes
Freida Jacobson
Louis Jacobson
Harry G. Kushner
Milton Lazeroff
I. Robert Lewis
Belle Paulin Milles
Viktor Nazimov
Lilian Pranger
Edward Richmond
Eric Silbermann
Stanley Specterman
Marlene Wolowitz

October 12-13
Jennie Berger
Stephen Brownstein
Frances Bullard
June Bulter
Sylvia DiMatteo
Louis Elman
Rachel Elman
Ida Friedlander
Otto Krause
Angela Krull

Eleonor Kushner
Shirley LaGambino
Esther Lando
Lea Litmanovich
Charles McNamee
Ira Morris
John E. Page, Sr.
Pauline Rosnick
Ben Seidman
Julius Shrager
Bertha Skerker Stone
Igor Sopozhnikov
Ann Stanger
Joy Weaver

October 19-20
Ethan Diggory
Joseph Dubin
Margaret Gerby
Anna Goldman
Lewis Golub
Joseph Gorin
Paul Hanzman
Morton Hare
Jacob Katz
Ralph Katz
Lois Koff
Fanya Lemberskaya
Hyman S. Levin
Belle Lovenheim
David Nahmias
Irving Norry
Tamar Rogachefsky
Beatrice Rose
Ruth Rose
Isabelle Rosenbloom
Ray Rubel

Leonid Rubin
Julie Rutberg
Esther A. Schwartz
Steven Schwid
Fanya Shablya
Jacob Thomas 
   Sheidlower
Jan Stam
Natalie Evelyn Teegarden
Jay Walsh
Janice Weitman

October 26-27
Charles August
Harry Behrman
Jeanne Berko
May Buchman
Sheila Burton
Evan Marc Cherkasky
Jennie A. DiGiovanni
William Dworkin
Yetta Ehrlich
Herta Ellis
Louis H. Feldsott
Arline Forman
Louis Fraum
Alice Geiger
Sadie Goldshine
Haskell Goldstein
Jacob Gould
Seena Hoffman
Samuel Horowitz
Molly G. Horwitz
Mary Israel
Oscar Jay Krasner
Harry Kruskall
Manuel Lederman

Alan Lewis
Francesco Madonia
Leslie Marcus
Dorothy Zaretsky 
   Rooth
Solomon Saltiel
Bessie Shacket
Helen Singer
Martin G. Skolnick
Laura Skully
Joseph Spector
Deborah Wittenberg
Faye Wolkoff

November 2-3
Ronni Abramovitz
Ruth Brooks Helfand
Frederick Deutscher
Blanche Edison
Diane Epstein
Sol Fletcher
Molly Garson
Ethel Goldstein
Joel Greenberg
Joseph Groden
Nellie Gross
Charles Grossman
Anthony Kantor
Charles Lestin
Naum Lyubchanskiy
Elaine Marblestone
Carmella Mastrella
Carol Robinson
Theodore Silverstein
Anne Slawetsky
Doris Weiner
Joseph Weiner

Yahrzeits 
The departed live on 

in the hearts 
of those who cherish their memory
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Be part of the Sinai Community! 
Join our service as our B'nai mitzvah lead us in worship.

Jarryd
lax

October 6,
10:30 a.m.

service

Son of 
Beth Lax

emily
Weiss

October 13,
10:30 a.m.

service

Daughter of 
Jason and
Lori Weiss

Tamsin
Spiller

October 13,
5:30 p.m.
service

Daughter of
Jamie Spiller and 

Anne Macpherson

Saskia
Owen

October 20,
10:30 a.m.

service
Daughter of

Josh Owen and 
Marsha Wittink

aidan
Frantz

October 27,
10:30 a.m.

service

Son of 
Cara Levy

Kaitlyn
Wagner
October 27,
5:30 p.m.
service

Daughter of 
Stephen and

Stacey Wagner

Temple Contacts
Rabbis   
Alan J. Katz   rabbikatz@tsinai.org
Debbi Till  rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Cantor
Renata Braun cantorbraun@tsinai.org
Education Director 
Ilan Adar  iadar@tsinai.org

Executive Director
Jerry Elman jelman@tsinai.org

                                  Officers
 President 
 Blanche Fenster
             Secretary 
 Renee Brownstein

              visit our website:
              www.tsinai.org

Vice Presidents:
1st V.P. and Administration Keith Greer
Congregant Connections Esther Brill
Finance Jamie Spiller
Education Karen McCally
Religious Practices Ellen Goldenberg
Youth Initiatives Barb Snyderman
Caring Community & Social Action
Abby Urban-Rifkin
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This was the message received by attendees 
at Temple Sinai’s “Inclusion Awareness and 
Education Day” last year. The momentum 
created at this event has shaped the Accessi-
bility and Inclusion Committee’s goal to help 
inclusion permeate throughout synagogue life. 
Our congregation is already becoming stronger 
through the committed efforts of many individ-
uals. Rabbi Katz, Rabbi Till and Cantor Braun 
are creatively emphasizing accessibility at 
services for members and guests with mobility 
limitations. Education Director Ilan Adar with 
Inclusion Consultant Sandra Ordan are adding 
expertise, providing educational help for 
students with learning challenges.  

The Union for Reform Judaism has presented 
a challenge to congregations that the Accessi-
bility and Inclusion Committee has embraced:  
Examine all aspects of Temple life and reflect whether  
we exemplify a truly inclusive synagogue. 
Numerous Sinai members and groups already 
commit time and effort in many of the URJ’s 
key categories: “Advocacy and Community 
Partnerships” (through RAIHN, Women’s 
Chavurah and Sinai’s Literacy Team); “Worship” 
(signs displaying availability of hearing and 
visual aids); “B’nai Mitzvah” (tutoring sensi-
tively accommodating students with disabili-
ties); and “Accessibility/Transportation” (Live-
streaming of services and Mitzvah Connection 
rides to Temple).

Temple Sinai can be proud of this work and can 
rightfully showcase our diversity and inclusion 

efforts to our families and the community.  As 
members, if we’re all aware of the range of 
interests and the needs we can support and 
provide as a congregation, when an individual 
member requires assistance, we’re better able to 
help. Additionally, when we speak to others in 
the community at large, they’ll be more cogni-
zant of all we do for one another.  

Our committee recognizes that progress can be 
made in other areas, such as Social Inclusion, 
Mental Health, Aging and Deafness.  In the 
broadest sense, we must strive to help those 
suffering from any condition that limits their 
ability to fully participate in congregational 
and communal life. If this objective resonates 
with you, and you’re interested in making 
the diverse quilt that is Sinai’s membership 
even stronger, come join the Accessibility and 
Inclusion Committee. 

Joel Shamaskin and Lauren Lieberman

SAVE THE DATE…
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11 2018 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
THE ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION 

COMMITTEE PRESENTS
A PANEL DISCUSSION OF SINAI 
MEMBERS WITH DISABILITIES

“COME LEARN ABOUT INCLUSION 
BY HEARING THEIR STORIES”

Weave inclusion into the Fabric of Temple Sinai

October 6, 6:45 p.m., Dryden Theatre 

If you missed "The Cakemaker" at the Jewish 
Film Festival, here's your chance to see it! 

It's the story of Thomas, a shy Berlin baker, and 
Oren, an Israeli, who comes into his café. As 
Oren, an Israeli city planner in town on business, 
strikes up a conversation, the two hit it off and 
one thing rather quickly leads to another. 

Tickets are $9 in advance (up until October 5th) 
and can be purchased from Judy Schwartz, 
442-5111.

Temple Sinai partners with 
imageOuT Film Festival Temple 

Sinai’s 
Hiking 
Group 
meets the 
last 
Sunday of 
each month. 
Our fall 
schedule 
is as 
follows:
• September 30 –  Harriet Hollister Spencer State Park
• October 28 – Crescent Trail
• November 18 – Seneca Park Zoo Trail
• December 26 – Tinker Nature Center & lunch

For more information contact Jill Orbach at 746-4176 or 
jworbach@gmail.com.

Temple Sinai Hiking Group



Social action
If ever there was a need for social action, now is 
the time. Comments and actions that used to be 
viewed as politically incorrect, are once again 
being publicly uttered. Ethnic “jokes”, racial 
discrimination, anti-Semitism, sexual violence 
against women, and homophobia have become 
acceptable to an alarming number of Americans. 
I spent most of the summer in the Catskills and 
the community group to which I belong hired a 
comedian. He managed to insult every ethnic, 
racial, religious group, and the LGBT commu-

12
Te

m
p
le

 l
if

e
nity within the first 10 minutes of his act. Fortu-
nately, the audience was appalled, and his act 
was cut short. I was astonished that the come-
dian thought his material was okay and sad-
dened that he has an audience somewhere that 
finds his act funny.

I hear too often that politics do not belong on  
the bima; that the synagogue is a place to find  
peace, prayer, and comfort in a chaotic and 
painful world. Board members raise the possibil-
ity of the synagogue losing its nonprofit status. 
What is the fine line that separates politics from 
social justice, social action, advocacy, and our 
obligation, as Jews, to Tikkum Olam?

Rabbi Chiya bar Abba teaches in the name of 
Rabbi Yochanan; “one may pray only in a house 
with windows” so that our prayers can be 
moved to action. Windows connect us with our 
community and reminds us that our prayers are 
not divorced from the world around us.

In ancient Babylon, Daniel defied the royal 
decree forbidding worship directed to anyone 
other than the king, by opening his widows 
toward Jerusalem and praying to God three 
times a day. Daniel’s commitment to openly 
praying to God teaches that Jewish prayer must 
not be disconnected from the world around us. 
Daniel’s consequence landed him in the lion’s 
den, teaching us that bringing our faith and 
prayers into practice is not without challenges.

The lion’s den of social justice can be a fearful 
place. Away from the comfort of the sanctuary 
and thrust up close to poverty, homelessness, 
human trafficking, and other painful realities 
of social injustice today, we might wish to be 
praying safely back in our pews. But like Daniel, 
we must courageously connect to the world in 
order to heal it.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel believed that 
prayer in isolation is ineffectual and empty. The 
sanctity of our utterances inside the sanctuary 
is dependent on our actions outside. Prayer is 
meaningless unless it is subversive, unless it 
seeks to overthrow and to ruin the pyramids of 
callousness, hatred, opportunism, falsehoods.

As Vice President of Community Caring and Social 
Action, I will pray in a room with windows and 
I will not be lured into a false sense of security in 
our beautiful sanctuary. I will enter the lion’s den 
as often as needed, knowing that I will not be alone 
in this effort. I look forward to working with all of 
you and will be scheduling a meeting of the Social 
Action Committee in October. Please email your 
ideas (aurbanrifkin@gmail.com) on social action 
items you would like to see addressed this year.

Abby Urban Rifkin

HIGH HOLY DAYS
On behalf of the temple leadership and the 
Religious Practices Committee, we extend our  
heartfelt thanks to those who volunteered and  
worked so hard before, during, and after the 
High Holy Day services to make them so special.

A special thank you to Rabbi Katz, Rabbi Till, 
Cantor Braun, Rabbinic Intern Jan Katz, Eva 
Regan, Ilan Adar, Pauline Rosenberg, the won-
derful Temple Sinai Choir and all of our talented 
musicians. You made our High Holy Day serv-
ices and experience so beautiful and inspirational. 

Thank you to Hannah Sarnov and the RATSY 
Board for leading the teen service. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with 
the move back and forth from the JCC, to those 
who helped set up the JCC, to our ushers and 
ticket takers and greeters. A special thank you to 
Ellen Goldenberg, Jackie Buff and Tobie Olsan 
for keeping everything running smoothly during 
our services.

Our sincere thanks also go to the following:

HHD Committee Chairs
Honors:   Sue Mercier
Moving:   Al Benjamin and Alan Frishman
Receptions:   Susan Bondy 
Tickets:   Donna Goldberg and Carol Goldsmith
Ushers:   Dorothy Drahzal and Laura Chekow

Bima Ushers:   Wendy Beller Madway, David Yates

Office Staff: Jerry Elman, Joyce Schachter, 
Holly Woloshyn 

Custodial Staff: TJ Dunning, Aubrey Sheffield

Carol Goldsmith, on behalf of the Religious 
Practices committee



The Temple Sinai Women’s Chavurah 

invites you to join us for a Back-Stage Tour 
of the GEVA Theater Center 

at 75 Woodbury Boulevard

conducted by 

Eric Evans, Education Associate 

Wednesday October 24th 
3:00-4:30 p.m.

(Please gather in the GEVA lobby at 2:45 p.m.)
Cost is $3 per person, and the tour will be 
limited to 25 participants. 

This will take place during the October 16th –
November 18th run of Thurgood, about the   
58-year career of  
Justice Thurgood 
Marshall, the first 
African-American to 
sit on the Supreme 
Court, so that set will 
be in place.  

Please RSVP by 
October 17th to Carol 
Yunker at VPKelly@
aol.com or 385-3910.

Suggested parking is at the Washington 
Square Garage, across S. Clinton Avenue at 111 
Woodbury Boulevard (enter from Woodbury). 
The parking rate is $2 for the first two hours. 

If you would like to carpool, please contact Esther 
Brill at ebrill@frontiernet.net or 721-8684.

Please Note: 
This is an active walking tour, including 
stairwells needed to reach the prop and 
costume areas. For those who prefer modified 
walking options, or those who would prefer 
an evening visit, there will be a Next-Stager 
Meet-Up planned for GEVA’s annual open 
house, “Magic in the Making,” on Monday, 
January 28, 2019. Stay tuned for more details!
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SAVE THE DATE

Sinai's Annual Chanukah Happening
Sunday, December 2, 2018

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Interested in being a vendor? Questions?
Contact Monika Katzel, Chair

203-1200 or 
lesterkatzel@earthlink.net

Within Our Family
In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of:
Marvin Barkin, husband of Irene Barkin
Norma Greenspan, aunt of Rona Litt
Our Temple family extends its heartfelt 

sympathy to the families.

Mazel tov to…
Mark Anderson and Randi Forman on the 

marriage of their daughter Lauren to Adam 
Wisneski

Welcome to our new members…
Emily Schenker
Emily Leubner and Ben Koch
Liz Steinberg
Lori Harter – welcome back, Lori!
Kyle and Laura Matthews and their children 

Elan and Talia
Laurie Seltzer and David Jacowitz and their son 

Ari
Gary Feingold
Nili Kinel
Micah and Dena Krichinsky and their children 

Zvi and Liv
Rebecca Irish and her children Michael and 

Kian
Rebecca and Nathan Hetherington and their 

children Robert and Isaac
Emily Congilaro and her children Owen and 

Dean
Barry and Marcia Margolin
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GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND

In Appreciation of
Tom Finnefrock & Vicki Weinstein-

Finnefrock by John & Amy LaGambino
Joyce and Charlie Schachter by Lester & 

Monika Katzel 

In Memory of
Agnes Ege by Charles & Joyce Schachter, Esther 

Brill & RJ Ruble
Bernard Resch by Keith & Carol Greer
John Erne by Lester & Monika Katzel

Mazal Tov to
Keith & Carol Greer on marriage of son Joshua 

by Lester & Monika Katzel
Judy Abelman & Barry Goldfarb on the birth 

of granddaughter Nora by Lester & Monika 
Katzel

John Page & Sandy Mitzner on the marriage of 
daughter Elana by Lester & Monika Katzel

Elaine Usdane on birth of great grandson by 
Lester & Monika Katzel

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In Memory of

Eina Novozhenets by Grigoriy & Brokha 
Novozhenets

Peter Berenbaum by Khaim & Zella Berenbaum
David Courtheoux by Lillian Courtheoux
Sala Biren by Nancy Hiller
Naomi Kunken by Richard & Gwen Sterns
Agnes Ege by Robert & Merilyn Israel
John Erne by Stephen & Mimi Greenfield

With Healing Wishes to
Barbara Dechario by Stephen & Mimi 

Greenfield 
In Memory of

Hans Nathan & Melly Nathan by Lorraine & 
Tom Donaher 

ISRAEL YOUTH FUND
In Honor of

The birth of Nora Elizabeth Goldfarb by 
Howard & Arlene Schenker 

LIBRARY FUND
In Memory of

Fannie Yalowich by Lillian Courtheoux
Esther Liff by Lois Lapidus
Milton Zwart & Louis Guttman by Steven 

Zwart & Barbara Guttman 

Todah Rabah 
to all those who remembered 

Temple Sinai when they 
remembered others

RABBI KATZ DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Appreciation of

Rabbi Katz by Allan & Judy Schwartz
In Memory of

Sima & Shlima Shteiman by Berta Rubin
Milton Rapkin by Caren Rudin & Alan 

Gurwitz
John Erne by Ellen Erne
Rose Lisson by Michael & Donna Goldberg
Martin Rogers by Michael & Donna Goldberg
Joseph Algase by Michael & Elizabeth Algase
Ruth Kraus by Michael & Donna Goldberg

RABBI TILL DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of

John Erne by Ellen Erne
Sharon Zeman by Robert & Paula Zeman
Bertha Stone by Rozanne Marcus

ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND
In Appreciation of

Lillian Courtheaux by Ann & Joel Shamaskin
Lauren Lieberman & Joel Shamaskin by Esther 

Brill & RJ Ruble 
In Honor of

Ivry Shafrir's Bar Mitzvah by Esther Brill & RJ 
Ruble

The marriage of Lauren Anderson & Adam 
Wisneski by Shai & Sharon Shafrir

In Memory of
Arik Shafrir by Shai & Sharon Shafrir
Mayer Jacob (Pincus) Barel by Shai & Sharon 

Shafrir 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In Memory of

Milton Rapkin by Marvin & Beverly Groden
Boris Rabinovich by Yefim & Svetlana Royzer

In Memory of
Joseph Brooks by Mark & Lois Utell

COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND
In Memory of

Tom Paganelli by Jon & Nancy Chernak



Miller, Mona

Rosenbaum, Warren & Pamela

Rosenfeld, Paul & Rose, Sylvia

Rosenthal, Bernard

Wertheimer, Alan & Judy

Thank you to the following members for 
their generous donations for the 

Rosh Hashanah Food Basket Project

Borg, Roberta & Seth

Courtheoux, Lillian

Goldfarb, Barry & Abelman, Judy

Katzel, Lester & Monika

Klein, Aaron & Lauriello-Klein, Maria
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RAIHN FUND
In Honor of

Ivry Shafrir becoming a bar mitzvah by Ralph 
Locke & Lona Farhi 

In Memory of
Michael Hilditch by Ariana Diggory
Lewis Eckstein by Audrey Sussman
Joseph Lipton by Florence Drexler
Robert Diggory by John & Lorraine Diggory
Alex Rappaport by Mike and Heidi Fishman
Alexander Hutkoff by Rochelle Cresov

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In Appreciation of

Pauline Rosenberg by Eli Cohn-Wein

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Memory of

Joseph Kleinberg by Dolores Kleinberg

TORAH RESTORATION FUND
In Memory of

Gilbert Cresov by Rochelle Cresov

For information about these funds, go to our website:  
www.tsinai.org / About Us / Contributions /

Tributes received after September 10th will be 
acknowledged in the November bulletin

MITZVAH FUND
In Honor of

The marriage of Lauren Anderson & Adam 
Wisneski by Charles & Joyce Schachter

In Memory of
Agnes Ege by Carol & Michael Yunker
Robert Algase by Michael & Elizabeth Algase
A Yahrzeit plaque has been purchased and by 

Stephen & Linda Alpert-Gillis in memory of 
Evelyn June Sholes Kagan 

MUSIC FUND
In Honor of

Ron & Karen Ginsberg's 50th Wedding 
Anniversary by Joan & Sam Cohen 

ONEG FUND
With Healing Wishes to

Liz Ornstein by Allan & Judy Schwartz

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In Memory of

Gerson Wegner by Alan & Sherry Volinsky
Max Abramovitz by Leslie Abramovitz
Gilbert Cresov by Marvin & Irene Barkin
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DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE EXPEDITE
DELIVERY

Please note new date for Sinai Café: 
March 9th, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.

Anxiously awaiting spring? Come get 
rid of your winter doldrums. Listen 
to music, nosh on goodies and relax 
with temple friends, old and new. 
More information to follow.

  Coming March 9 

      Shabbat Dinner with Friends 

           Please join us Friday October 5th after the 
          6:00 p.m. service for our monthly Shabbat 
         Dinner with Friends. This month’s theme will be 
        India and we will provide non-spicy alternatives. 
        Esther Brill and RJ Ruble will be leading us in 
       dancing to Indian music and the kids will have 
      the opportunity to make edible sukkahs. We look 
     forward to celebrating Shabbat with you. 

    Temple Sinai Daytime Book Group meets every other month in the Parent’s 
Lounge at 10:00 a.m. On Wednesday, November 14 we will be discussing Of Mice 
and Men by John Steinbeck. If you enjoy a good read and lively discussion, join us by 
contacting Jill Orbach at 746-4176 or jworbach@gmail.com


