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it. Don't turn from it, for 
nothing is better than 
it." (Pirkei Avot 5:22) His 
teaching implores us to 
stick with it, to turn it 
again and again to find 
our point of entry, to 
immerse ourselves in it, 
and acquire a new perspective. Reflect on it he 
urges – for unlike that book that we may pick 
up to re-read, the Torah is meant to be studied 
over time, over a lifetime, slowly, occasionally 
alone but more often, with others. We are meant 
to reflect, react, consider, wrestle and engage 
with the text and with one another.   

Rabbi Kerry Olitzky teaches that, “We read 
it over and over again, each time looking for 
new meaning in its nuances. This is a lifelong 
endeavor for as our life experiences change so 
does our perception of sacred text.” We should 
reflect on it and grow old and gray with it. But 
notice that the passage doesn’t say grow old 
and gray from it! Rather ben Bag Bag explains 
that it should accompany us as we age, like a 
good and dependable friend.  Wherever you 
are or have been with adult study, whatever 
your age, stage or level of knowledge, consider 
joining us at Torah Study and Adult Education 
to turn it, turn it and explore for yourself 
what is in it, what you bring to it, and how it’s 
wisdom might give shape and deeper meaning 
to the choices you make. Our studying together 
may enable us to better live with a clearer sense 
of purpose, peacefully and justly.  In this New 
Year 5778, let us not turn from Torah study, but 
to it, for everything is in it.  

Rabbi Debbi Till

Turn it and turn it, for everything 
is in it

Most books we read once and then never again.  
Every once in a while, we may re-read a classic 
or pick up an old favorite to see if it still holds 
up. The Torah however, is an exception. Each 
year, around this time when the High Holy 
Days are behind us and the crispness of fall is 
upon us, we as a community finish reading the 
very last words of the last book of the Bible, 
Deuteronomy. Then without putting it down, 
(literally -- the Torah is opened out entirely in 
a wide circle & held by all who are attending 
Simchat Torah) and without much more than a 
breath in between passages, we start the whole 
“book” again, reading the very first words of 
Genesis, “In the Beginning…...”   

Whether we see it as a classic, old favorite 
or must-read (but perhaps haven’t yet), the 
continuous and cyclic nature of our Torah 
reading has kept us together as a people over 
thousands of years and across the globe. The 
stories rich and textured, sometimes beautiful, 
sometimes troubling compel us to consider not 
just from where we came, but who we were 
and what we can become.   

For those who are engaged in Torah study, 
you know it’s value and the wisdom that can 
be found within it and know as I do, that the 
more you study it, the more there is to study.  
For those who find it daunting, problematic, 
challenging or inaccessible, Yochanan ben 
Bag Bag, a disciple of Hillel, used to say of the 
Torah, "Turn it, and turn it, for everything is 
in it. Reflect on it and grow old and gray with 
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Contacting The Rabbis

Please let the Temple Office know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that the Rabbis and the 
congregation can respond appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any life cycle events at which 
Rabbi Katz or Rabbi Till will be present without speaking to them first. 

To reach Rabbi Katz in an emergency, please call both his home phone (872-6722) and his cell phone 
(233-8028). To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call her cell phone (355-0192). 

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. We ask Temple members who are aware that one of our  
members is in a hospital to please call the Temple Sinai office so that one of our Rabbis may visit them.   



shared values. We do have 
a few things to spruce up, 
to be sure, after 50 years. 
Among other things, we 
are working with experts 
to reseal the glass of the 
sanctuary roof and fix a few  
cracked panels so that 
you can see the stars, as in a sukkah, and also 
so that we no longer need bowls and buckets 
on various pews whenever it rains. We have 
finished painting the interior of our building, 
from the social hall to the classrooms, and 
have begun work on the carpets to clean and 
replace them as needed. Thanks to “Friends of 
Sinai,” we will also be able to replace many of 
our chairs that are used for events and larger 
services. 

We are almost ready to celebrate! Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, November 18th, 2017 
for our gala to honor our building’s special 
anniversary. There will be many opportunities 
to help make it a fabulous event. Make sure 
to check this bulletin, and also Temple Sinai’s 
Facebook page and Snippets for opportunities 
to sponsor and to lend a hand. Expect formal 
invitations in the mail shortly.  

Speaking of sponsorship, we have many new 
food opportunities at Temple Sinai, and with 
every one there is an opportunity to honor 
someone by sponsoring a Kiddush, an Oneg, 
a “Schmoozin’ Shabbat,” a “Dinner with 
Friends,” or one of our newest Young Family 
Dinners. It’s a fabulous way to celebrate a 
special birthday or an anniversary, or even to 
remember a family member on a yahrzeit.  

So, stop by the synagogue. See the sanctuary in 
autumn as the leaves change color. Break bread 
with your fellow congregants at one of our 
many opportunities.  Help us build a “sukkat 
shalom,” our shelter of peace, for those who 
come after us.

Blanche Fenster

Autumn weather is oven weather. I spend 
most of the summer letting my husband cook 
dinner on the grill, and we hesitate to use the 
oven in the hotter weather for fear of heating 
up the house. Oven weather always begins 
with honey cake and pies and brisket and 
roasted potatoes for the holidays, even if the 
temperature outside doesn’t yet comply. By 
the time Sukkot rolls around, my oven is in 
almost constant use, braising and baking and 
roasting as the temperature outside eventually 
drops. Surprisingly, Sukkot is the one holiday 
that I have never really celebrated at home. My 
husband and I once tried to make and decorate 
a sukkah. We bought corn stalks at the local 
farm market, planning to tie them to a metal 
tent frame we had, and while Ed was in the 
garage gathering supplies to help fasten the 
decorations, I started assembling it on our deck 
with great plans and grand ideas. And then the 
phone rang. And I went inside for a moment. 
And our two dogs went outside and grabbed 
the corn off the stalks and dragged corn and 
stalks all over the yard. The temple’s Sukkot 
picnic was my best answer every year after that. 
I spent my time focused on fall recipes instead 
of building projects.  

This year, as we sit in our sukkah on Wednesday  
October 4th with our picnic dinners or on 
Saturday the 7th with a martini, or on Sunday 
the 8th with the schoolchildren and donuts 
and cider, we are reminded of the strength 
of our own shelter, and of those still without 
shelter after the devastation of the last 
month from natural disasters and dangerous 
weather. Although the Sukkah is a temporary 
structure, we are fortunate to have permanent 
structures to keep us safe. It’s an interesting 
time to be celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of our temple building. Although we know 
that a congregation is built from people, not 
concrete and wood, our very special sanctuary 
has helped us form a strong community with 

3
p
resid

en
t’s m

essageShabbat Dinner with Friends
Join us on Friday, October 7th after the 6:00 p.m. service 
for a traditional Shabbat dinner. Please come and let us 
know if our chicken is as good as your grandmother's.
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School of Jewish 
life and learning
 pinat Ha-Talmid
 (The Student Corner)

By Ilan D. Adar,  
Education Director

To our new students and parents: welcome to 
our Temple and to our education program; and 
to our veteran students and parents: welcome 
back!  I hope that you all had a great summer 
vacation and are ready for a great year of 
Jewish education.

We have a great teaching staff, and we are 
fortunate to have 33 Madrichim and Madrichot 
that will come to help our students and 
teachers.

it happened in September
On Friday, September 8, we welcomed new 
and veteran students during our annual Back 
to School Family Service that was combined this 
year with the annual Get S’mores Shabbat 
service.

On Sunday, September 17, our seventh grade 
students and their parents attended the Torah 
Project Program. During the program, students 
and parents were introduced to the various 
aspects of the Torah (as an object and as a text); 
and had the opportunity to read and discuss 
the portion assigned to their Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
service.

On the same day, our students, Madrichim, and 
teachers enjoyed traditional pre Rosh Hashanah 
apples dipped in honey.

On Thursday, September 21; and Saturday, 
September 30, our students and their families 
attended one of the four Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur services at the JCC.

On the last Sunday in September, we conducted 
our first Open House event for the parents 
of our kindergarten, first, sixth, and seventh 
grades.  We thank our Sinai's School Connection 
Parent Group for their help in planning the day.
The second Open House event, for second-
fifth grade parents will take place on Sunday, 
October 15, from 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Hebrew enhanced learning program 
(Help)
We ask our 4th-7th grade students to please 
bring back the HELP DVD they received last 
year. We would like to “recycle” them.

Coffee for a Cause
We continue with this wonderful bi-monthly 
social action event that will take place during 
Sunday morning, usually the last one. Coffee 
and bagels (and cream cheese) will be offered 
for $2 each. The proceeds from each sale will be 
donated to a pre-selected charity. We thank you 
in advance for your contribution.

October Schedule of events
Sun. Oct. 1:  Kindergarten program with 

parents (grandparents are welcome to 
attend); Sprouts

Wed., Oct. 4:  Early release of our school at       
5:30 p.m.; Erev Sukkot Program 5:45 p.m.

Thu., Oct. 5: Sukkot service at 10:30 a.m.
Fri., Oct. 6: Family Service, 6:00 p.m., followed 

by Shabbat with Friends dinner  at 7:00 
p.m.; our 7th grade students will lead parts 
of the service

Wed., Oct. 11:  Erev Simchat Torah service and 
Consecration Ceremony, 5:30 p.m.

Thu., Oct. 12:  Simchat Torah Service, 10:30 a.m.
Sun., Oct. 15:  Open House for 2nd-5th grade 

classes
Wed., Oct. 18:  Bogrim, 6:00-7:15 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 20:  Children’s Shabbat Service,       

6:00 p.m.
Sun., Oct. 22:  Sprouts
Wed., Oct. 25:  NO SCHOOL (Teachers 

Professional Development Day)
Fri., Oct. 27:  Young Family Service, 6:00 

p.m. featuring our Kindergarten class; 
followed by Young Family Dinner

Sun., Oct. 29:  Coffee for a Cause

Be sure to visit 
our website 
(tsinai.org) for 
Barbara Lovenheim's
review of The Hub, 
by David Grossman.
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              Adult Education

We have a VERY full and exciting line up of 
adult education programs for the coming 
year. 

October 27-29, we welcome Rabbi 
Reuven Firestone as a scholar-in-residence. 
Rabbi Firestone is one of the foremost scholars  
of Jewish-Muslim relationships and has 
authored eight books (including both 
an Introduction to Islam for Jews and an 
Introduction to Judaism for Muslims). He 
is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at Hebrew Union College 
in Los Angeles. He founded the Center for 
Muslim-Jewish Engagement and served as 
president of the International Qur’anic Studies 
Association. Rabbi Firestone is a dynamic and 
popular speaker who has lectured at colleges, 
universities, and houses of worship across the 
United States, Europe, the Middle East, and 
Asia. We are especially pleased to be offering 
this weekend in cooperation with the Islamic 
Center of Rochester.

Schedule of Topics led by Rabbi Firestone
Friday, October 27
6:45 p.m., Schmoozin’ Shabbat 
8:00 p.m., Shabbat Evening Service “One Holy 
Land for Three Holy Peoples: Islamic, Christian 
and Jewish Regard for the “Holy Land” and 
their Impact on the Current Conflict.”

Saturday, October 28
9:15 a.m., Torah Study - The stories of 
Abraham and his family as seen through 
Jewish and Muslim eyes (coffee and bagels 
provided)
6:00 p.m., Catered Dinner & Discussion with 
Rabbi Firestone for Underwriters (minimum 
$100/person donation)
7:30 p.m., Havdalah and Dessert Reception: 
“Judaism, Christianity & Islam in Dialogue and 
Dissent” (All are welcome)

Sunday, October 29
11:00 a.m., Adult Education: “Who are the 
(Real) Chosen People? The Meaning of 
Chosenness in Judaism, Christianity & Islam” 
(coffee and bagels provided)
We are very pleased that we can offer these 
talks at no charge! Please join us for any or 

all of the events. We ask that you register 
at www.Tsinai.org for the programs that 
you plan to attend so that we can plan 
appropriately. 

To help to offset the cost for this weekend, 
we invite those who are able and so desire 
to become underwriters for the weekend. As 
noted above, those contributing a minimum 
donation of $100/person will be treated to 
a catered dinner and discussion with Rabbi 
Firestone before the Saturday evening talk. 
Please contact Liz Ornstein (lisbethorn@gmail.
com) for more information or to register as an 
underwriter.

Beginning on Sunday, October 8, at 
9:30 a.m., Rabbis Katz & Till will offer a class 
entitled, “A Taste of Talmud.” PLEASE NOTE: 
This class will be taught entirely in English 
and no prior familiarity with Talmud will be 
assumed. The format will be very similar to last 
year’s – very popular -- offering on Responsa, 
with a different contemporary issue being 
addressed each week and an opportunity 
to learn and discuss what the rabbis of the 
Talmud had to say. You may be surprised at 
the timelessness of some of these topics! Each 
class will be self-contained. Please drop in for 
any (or all) as your schedule allows.

Beginning in November, we will be offering 
the newest of the Shalom Hartman video 
lecture series titled, “Jewish Values and the 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict” along with Temple 
Beth David. These series have often been 
“sold out” in the past and we expect that 
this one will be particularly engaging as it 
addresses one of the most divisive issues 
affecting the Jewish people today. There will 
be a very nominal charge of $40 for members 
or $50 for non-members for this 12-session 
program. There will also be a charge for the 
book. Please register for this course by going 
to tsinai.org and clicking the link on the right 
hand side of the home page.

Classes will be from 6:30-8:30 pm. on Nov. 6, 
20, Dec. 4, 18, Jan. 8, 22, Feb. 5, 26, Mar. 
12, 26, Apr. 9, 23

 Adult Education continued on page 6



Within our Family
In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of:
Melly Nathan, mother of Lorraine Donaher
The Temple family extends its heartfelt 
sympathy to the families.

Mazal Tov to…
Jan Katz who has been accepted into the Rabbinic  

program at HUC-JIR. She has been exempted  
from the first-year program in Israel and 
will be attending classes at the NYC campus

Jeni and Joseph Behrman on the birth of Theo 
Jacob Behrman, son of Matt and Lindsey 
Berhman

Randi Fox Tabb and Charlie Tabb on the 
marriage of son Jesse Tabb to Andrea Hobbs

Todah Rabah to…
Lillian Courtheaux, Alan & Judy Wertheimer, 

and Michael & Carol Yunker for their donations  
to the Rosh Hashanah Food Basket Project

Welcome New Members…
Barbara and Eugene Schwartz
Lindsay Steinberg-McGrail and Warren 

McGrail and daughter Isabel
Olga Selioutski
Sandra Brody and sons Miles and Morgan
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6 Be part of the Sinai Community! 
Join our service as our B'nai mitzvah lead us in worship.

aliya
Couch

October 21,
10:30 a.m.

service
Daughter of

Richard Couch and
Deborah Kanner

Rose
libman

October 28,
10:30 a.m.

service
Daughter of

Marc Libman and
Christina Lee

andrew
Wexler
October 7,
10:30 a.m.

service
Son of

Kevin and
Bari Wexler

Jordan
Stornelli
October 21,

5:30 p.m.
service

Daughter of
David Stornelli and

Renee Frazier

Adult Education continued

Hebrew classes

Beginners –For those who want to learn 
how to read the letters and vowels of the 
Hebrew alphabet. We will offer this in a 
new, accelerated, model which will have 
you following along in the prayer book in a 
few months. 

Hebrew 2 class for those who are able to 
read Hebrew phonetically and would like 
to be able to understand the prayers of the 
Shabbat service. A new text book will be 
used. 

Conversational Hebrew: No prior 
knowledge of conversational Hebrew will 
be assumed.

Please contact office to sign up for the 
Hebrew classes.

We invite you to join us for a rich year of 
learning and deepening your connection to 
Judaism.



      Sunday      monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

October 2017 Calendar

8 9 10 11 13

1615 17 21

22 26 2827

1 2

23 24

3 4 5

25

School in Session
Simchat Torah 
Service & 
Consecration 
5:30 p.m.

Schmoozin' 
Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat 
Service  8:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion: 
Bereshit
Genesis 1.1 – 6.8

6 7

12 14

18 2019

Erev Shabbat 
Family Service with 
Birthday Blessings 
6:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Dinner 
with Friends
7:00 p.m.
Chol Hamoed Sukkot
RAIHN

SCHOLAR IN 
RESIDENCE 
WEEKEND
Young Family Service 
featuring our Kinder-
garten Class 6:00 p.m.
Young Family Dinner 
6:30 p.m.
Schmoozin' Shabbat 
6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat Service 
8:00 p.m. Torah 
Portion: Lech Lecha
Genesis 11.1 – 17.27

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Martinis in the 
Sukkah 7:00 p.m.
RAIHN

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.

School in Session
Bogrim 6:00 p.m.
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Afternoon 
Service 5:30 p.m.

SCHOLAR IN 
RESIDENCE 
WEEKEND
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.

RAIHN

SCHOLAR IN 
RESIDENCE 
WEEKEND 
School in Session
Coffee for a Cause
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

School in Session 
with early release 
Erev Sukkot 
Sundaes, Suds & 
Sodas 5:30 p.m.
RAIHN

School in Session
Kindergarten Program
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
NO ADULT ED
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
NO KESHER
RAIHN

29 30

Social Action 
Program 
7:00 p.m.

Children's Agenda 
Erev Shabbat 
Service 6:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion: Noach
Genesis 6.9 –11.32

School in Session
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

Membership 
Committee 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Board of Trustees 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

 

on 10/6

 Bir
thday  

Blessings

November Erev Shabbat Services
Nov. 3   Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

Nov. 10  Young Family Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m. 
     Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

Nov. 17  Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

Nov. 24   Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m.

Sukkot Service 
10:30 a.m.
OFFICE CLOSED
RAIHN

31

School in Session
Open House Grades 
2 - 5 
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL
2018 Annual 
Federation 
Campaign 
7:00 p.m.

RAIHN

School in Session
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
RAIHN

Simchat Torah 
Service & Yizkor 
Memorial Service 
10:30 a.m.
OFFICE CLOSED
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October 6 & 7
Mayer (Pincus) Jacob 
    Bar-El 
David Benjamin
Harry Berlowitz
Mildred Demchick
David Feiner
Renee Fishman
Joseph Ghory
Phoebe Goldsmith
Lesser Gordon
Ben Jacobson
Jared Kanner
Harry G. Kushner
Dorothy Lisson
Belle Paulin Milles
Miriam Nemerow
Irving Norry
John E. Page, Sr.
Dorothy Pies
Howard Posener
Edward Richmond
Milton Rosen
Ray Rudin
Samuel Silverman
Anita Stein
Marlene Wolowitz
William Zimmerman
Myron Zuckerman

October 13 & 14
Jennie Berger
Marilyn Berman
Jay Braus
June Bulter
Kenneth Cavanagh
Ethan Diggory
Sylvia DiMatteo

Niyaze Ege
Louis Elman
Rachel Elman
Ida Friedlander
William Gerard
Harold H. Hymes
Louis Jacobson
Freida Jacobson
Leo Kanner
Otto Krause
Milton Lazeroff
Lea Litmanovich
Robert Major
Charles McNamee
Annette Newman
Lloyd Paperno
George Rooth
Pauline Rosnick
Eric Silbermann
Bertha Skerker Stone
Barney Snyder
Stanley Specterman

October 20 & 21
Joseph Gorin
Louis Guttman
Paul Hanzman
Samuel Horowitz
David Jaffe
Angela Krull
Esther Lando
Hyman S. Levin
Belle Lovenheim
Ira Morris
David Nahmias
Viktor Nazimov
Irving M. Parker
Carol Robinson

Tamar Rogachefsky
Ruth Rose
Isabelle Rosenbloom
Leonid Rubin
Julie Rutberg
Esther A. Schwartz
Fanya Shablya
Jay Walsh
Joy Weaver

October 27 & 28
George Adler                 
Sidney Albaum                 
Bennett Applebaum                
Jeanne Berko                 
Harry Blum                 
Frances Bullard                 
Evan Marc Cherkasky                
Jennie A. DiGiovanni                 
Joseph Dubin                 
Herta Ellis                 
Louis H. Feldsott                 
Charles Grossman                 
Molly G. Horwitz                 
Ralph Katz                 
Jacob Katz                 
Lois Koff                 
Shirley LaGambino                 
Naum Lyubchanskiy                
Francesco Madonia               
Leslie Marcus
Ray Rubel                 
Steven Schwid                 
Ben Seidman                 
Bessie Shacket                 
Jacob Thomas Sheidlower                 
Julius Shrager                 
Helen Singer                 

Martin G. Skolnick
Joseph Spector                 
Ann Stanger                 
Natalie Evelyn Teegarden                 
Janice Weitman

November 3 & 4
Ronni Abramovitz                 
Blanche Edison                 
Yetta Ehrlich                 
Wolf Feygin                 
Sol Fletcher                 
Helen Forchheimer                 
Arline Forman                 
Alice Geiger                 
Anna Goldman                 
Haskell Goldstein                 
Jacob Gould                 
Nellie Gross                 
Morton Hare                 
Ruth Brooks Helfand                 
Seena Hoffman                 
Mary Israel                 
Anthony Kantor                 
Harry Kruskall                 
Manuel Lederman                 
Fanya Lemberskaya                 
Bruce Major                 
Elaine Marblestone                 
Carmella Mastrella                 
Dorothy Zaretsky Rooth                 
Beatrice Rose                 
Solomon Saltiel                 
Theodore Silverstein                 
Laura Skully                 
Jan Stam                 
Deborah Wittenberg                 

Temple Contacts
Rabbis   
Alan J. Katz   rabbikatz@tsinai.org
Debbi Till  rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Education Director 
Ilan Adar  iadar@tsinai.org
Cantorial Soloist 
Elise Wojciechowski
Executive Director
Jerry Elman jelman@tsinai.org

                                        Officers
 President 
 Blanche Fenster

 Secretary 
 Renee Brownstein

Vice Presidents:
Administration Keith Greer
Congregant Connections Carol Yunker
Finance Victor Poleshuck
Education Barb Snyderman & Bari Wexler
Religious Practices Ellen Goldenberg
Youth Initiatives Eric Rozen
Caring Community & Social Action
Anne Ghory-Goodman
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Earlier this year you received a letter from our 
beloved Cantorial Soloist, Elise Wojciehowski, 
announcing her retirement effective June 30, 
2018. We so appreciate Elise sharing the gift of 
her spiritual voice with us all these years. We are 
fortunate that Elise and her family are Temple 
Sinai members as our friendship will continue. 

At this time, we would like to share with you 
our plans for the path forward. After research 
and discussion, the Board of Trustees approved 
the hiring of a full-time cantor. Cantors are 
ordained members of the clergy who serve as 
leaders of worship, educators, administrators, 
counselors, creative programmers and role 
models to congregants of all ages. Our goal is to 
find an ideal match for our congregation.  

Ann Leonard and Sue Bondy will be leading 
the search effort. The first step will be to submit 
our application to the American Conference 
of Cantors, where it will be available to both 
experienced cantors in the field and student 
cantors who will be ordained in June 2018. We 
hope to start receiving resumes and personal 
statements from cantors in the field starting 
shortly after Simchat Torah. A search committee 
will be formed representing the various 
constituencies of our congregation to evaluate 
those resumes and conduct Skype interviews 
with promising candidates. Candidates who the 

The Future of Worship and music at Temple Sinai
committee determines to be a good match for 
Temple Sinai will be invited to Rochester for an 
interview.

Due to the restrictions placed on the graduating 
cantors by their school, we will not receive 
any resumes and personal statements from 
them until February 1, 2018. Again, the search 
committee will evaluate the resumes we receive, 
participate in Skype interviews and invite any 
promising candidates to Rochester during 
February and early March, 2018.

We hope to make an offer to our future Cantor 
by March 31, 2018. However, in the event that 
we do not find an ideal match, we will not make 
an offer, and will repeat the search during the 
2018-19 fiscal year. Again, our goal is to find an 
ideal match for our congregation. We believe 
that this time frame will give us sufficient time 
to make alternative arrangements for musical 
support for the 2018-19 year.

We look forward to keeping everyone informed 
of our progress during the search process and 
would be glad to answer any questions you 
may have about the process that we will be 
following.

Ann Leonard (ann.leonard.77@gmail.com)
Sue Bondy (susanbondy@yahoo.com)

Sinai Social action
Tikkun Olam: Repair the World
Hurricanes, floods, wildfires, tornados—cities 
have been devastated. People have lost what is 
important, what is essential, and what cannot 
be replaced. The Sinai Social Action Committee 
has responded to a request from Houston area 
temples for gift cards to help Hurricane Harvey 
victims. 
……………………………………………….
People on the Social Action “Information and  
Response” mailing list receive timely information  
about social issues, initiatives and opportunities 
for participation. If you would like to receive 
social action updates please send your name and 
email address to socialaction@tsinai.org
………………………………………………………
The author of Waking Up White, Debby Irving, 
is speaking Sunday, October 8, at the First 
Unitarian Church of Rochester, 220 Winton Road  

at 7:00 p.m. Her book is an excellent presentation 
of what it means to have white privilege. The 
event is free and open to the community.
 
Irving, who is white, grew up in an upper-
middle-class suburb in Massachusetts in the 
1960s and 70s. She will speak about her journey 
away from racial ignorance. Irving worked in 
urban neighborhoods and schools from 1984 to 
2009 and struggled to understand racial issues 
until a college graduate course on racial and 
cultural identity shifted her worldview and 
opened her to greater understanding and ways 
to stop perpetuating racism.

On Monday, October 16, at 7:00 p.m. at Temple 
Sinai, the Sinai Social Action Committee is 
sponsoring a discussion of her book. The topics 
raised in the book are significant. We encourage 
people with all viewpoints to enrich the 
conversation.
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Join us for the first night of Sukkot, as we gather in our Temple Sukkah on 
Wednesday, October 4 at 5:30 p.m. for 

SUNDAES, SUDS, and SODAS in the SUKKAH
We will say the blessings for being in the Sukkah and over the Lulav 
and Etrog. Families will bring their own dinners and we will provide 
sundaes for dessert as well as soft drinks and beer (for adults only!). 
RSVP by Monday October 2 so we will know how many to plan for. 
Go to tsinai.org and click the link RSVP for SUNDAES, SUDS, and 
SODAS in the SUKKAH on the right hand side of the page.

SaWCY 

SAWCY had our opening event last month. We 
put together a list of activities and munched on 
goodies. We hope all 6th-8th graders can join us 
for our upcoming events. Please check out the 
SAWCY bulletin board outside the temple office 
and Facebook page (under groups "SAWCY") for 
updated event information now and throughout 
the year.

SAWCY is full of opportunities to have fun, give 
back and perform tzedakah, collaborate with 
RATSY, cook traditional Jewish goodies as well as 
learn about each other. Please feel free to contact 
Diana Seroski with any questions: sawcy18@
gmail.com.

RaTSY
RATSY’S BACK! Temple Sinai’s senior youth 
group kicked off the year with a month of 
successful events, with new members interacting 
with a dedicated base of returning juniors and 
seniors. RATSY has operated as a youth group 
for decades, meeting several times monthly to 
participate in social, religious, and social action 
programs both inside and outside of temple. 
RATSY is part of the North American Federation 
for Temple Youth - Northeast Lakes Region 
(NFTY-NEL) which holds a half dozen events a 
year for teens from Ohio, western New York, and 
Ontario, Canada.

With a new year came a fantastic mix of old and 
new programming. After the kickoff event on 

Youth Corner September 10, RATSY members participated in 
the annual Supermarket Sweep, a social action 
event where members compete in a Wegmans 
scavenger hunt and donate food to the Brighton 
Food Cupboard. RATSY’s executive board also 
led both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur day 
services, continuing the tradition of offering teens 
an alternative service on those days.

RATSY also began a new initiative where twice a 
month, RATSY members will be hosting a study 
hall/study break night in the Temple youth lounge 
for all Temple Sinai teens, allowing them to either 
receive help on homework from other members 
or unwind for a night from the pressures of 
school and other commitments. Attendance is 
encouraged; our two study halls for the month 
will be on Wednesday, October 11, from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. following the Simchat Torah service, and 
Wednesday, October 25, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

This month, RATSY members will be hosting a 
poetry slam and creative performance night on 
Sunday, October 8th and a Halloween themed 
event on Sunday, October 29th. Both of these 
events will be held at Temple Sinai from 4:00 
to 6:00 p.m. Between these two events, RATSY 
members also have the option to attend NFTY-
NEL’s opening event at Camp George in Ontario, 
Canada from October 20th to October 22nd. 
Registration for this event runs up until October 
8th, and the events are amazing opportunities for 
Jewish teenagers from all over the Great Lakes 
region to interact and learn how they can play a 
greater role in the Jewish community as a whole.

For additional information on RATSY please go 
to tsinai.org/youth-groups.html or contact RATSY 
advisor Michael Pascutoi at michael.pascutoi@
gmail.com.
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Temple Sinai partners with 
imageOut Film Festival

Temple Sinai is once again partnering with the 
ImageOut Film Festival. Our film, Just Charlie, 
is about Charlie Lindsay a 14-year old who is 
already being recruited by a top football club. 
This dream for any kid, puts Charlie on the fast 
track to the premier league. However, under the 
surface of what should be a very happy boy, is a 
devastating secret that is affecting every aspect 
of Charlie’s life. Once the secret is revealed 
that the actual Charlie underneath the exterior 
is a girl, the story moves quickly, masterfully 
telling the story of the many phases of Charlie’s 
transition. This film is very timely in light 
of the suffering the transgender community 
encounters here and all over the world. 

Just Charlie will be screened in Little Theatre 1, 
Sunday, October 15th, at 3:30 p.m. It is 99 
minutes in length and is directed by Rebekah 
Fortune from the UK. Tickets are $9.00 in 
advance. For more information and/or to buy 
tickets, call Judy Schwartz, 585-442-5111. 

SINCE IT IS CONSIDERED A MITZVAH 
TO DINE IN THE SUKKAH,  THE 

TEMPLE SINAI WOMEN'S CHAVURAH  
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO ATTEND 

"MARTINIS IN 
THE SUKKAH"

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7
  7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

COME AND ENJOY HORS D'OEUVRES 
& COCKTAILS 

(NOT JUST MARTINIS!) 
WITH YOUR FELLOW CONGREGANTS 
IN OUR BEAUTIFUL TEMPLE SUKKAH.

 $10 PER PERSON, 
PAYABLE AT THE DOOR

OR THROUGH THE TEMPLE SINAI 
WEBSITE (TSINAI.ORG)

PLEASE RSVP BY OCTOBER 1st TO 
CAROL YUNKER AT VPKelly@aol.com 

or 385-3910.

College Connection  
Temple Sinai wants to remain connected with our 
congregation’s undergraduate college students. 
Each year students receive two holiday packages 
at school. It's always fun to receive packages 
when you are away from home, and we would 
like to be a part of that experience for your student!

Because college addresses change frequently, 
the College Connection Committee starts a new 
list every year, so it is important to contact us 
even if a student was on last year’s list. Parents of 
undergraduate college students should email the 
temple at jschachter@tsinai.org or call the temple 
office, 381-6890, with the student’s college contact 
information and email addresses. Postage is 
costly and an accurate address ensures that your 
student will receive the packages meant to help 
them celebrate holidays away from home. Please 
note that we can only send packages to students 
at colleges within the United States.

If you would like to be involved with this fun 
committee, please email Joyce Schachter at 
jschachter@tsinai.org or call the temple office at 
381-6890.

College students are encouraged to keep in touch  
with Rabbi Katz or Rabbi Till at any time. They 
would love to hear from you! Their email addresses  
are rabbikatz@tsinai.org and rabbitill@tsinai.org.

Bulletin Delivery notice
Last winter we had many bulletins returned to 
us because of temporary changes of address. The 
post office does not forward third class mail and 
we have to pay full postage when the bulletins 
are returned to us. This adds up during the 
course of the winter. 

If you know you are going away, please contact 
jschachter@tsinai.org or call the office at 381-6890. 
Let us know the dates you will be away. If you 
would like us to send the bulletin, give us your 
winter address and we will make sure to send 
it. If you would like to access the bulletin online 
instead, please do so by visiting www.tsinai.org.

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOUR BULLETIN 
IS RETURNED TO US, WE WILL NOT SEND 
ONE AGAIN UNTIL YOU INFORM US THAT 
YOU ARE BACK IN TOWN. PLEASE HELP US 
SAVE MONEY BY CONTACTING US TODAY!
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RABBI KATZ’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In memory of
Rose Lisson, by Michael & Donna Goldberg
Martin Rogers, by Michael & Donna Goldberg
Sima Shteiman, by Berta Rubin
Shleima Shteiman, by Berta Rubin

Edward Naimark, by David & Susan Spector
Rabbi Jerry Brieger, by Eva Regan

In honor of
Shlomo Helfen's Bar Mitzvah, by Norm & 

Donna Lederman
In appreciation of

Rabbi Katz for naming of grandchildren, by 
Lisbeth Rank

RABBI TILL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of

Eileen Wolff, by Alan & Martina Wolff
Sadie Margolis, by Nancy Hiller

In appreciation of
Rabbi Till, by Alan & Martina Wolff, Sharon 

Peck-Silvio, Joyce & Bob Herman

PRESIDENT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of

Morris Rosenthal, by Irma & Bernie Rosenthal

ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND
In memory of

Sharon Zeman, by Bob Zeman
Arik Shafrir, by Shai & Sharon Shafrir
A donation has been made by Joel & Ann 

Shamaskin

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of

Boris Rabinovich, by Yefim & Lana Royzer
Lewis Chapman, by Janet & Mike Goldman

COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND
In memory of

Helen Chernak, by Jon & Nancy Chernak
Joseph Brooks, by Lois & Mark Utell

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of

Harold Mendler, by Allen & Barbara Mendler
Mary Cavanaugh, by Carla & Kevin Cavanaugh

High Holy Day Thanks
On behalf of the temple leadership and the 
Religious Practices Committee, we extend our 
heartfelt thanks to those who volunteered and 
worked so hard before, during, and after the High 
Holy Day services to make them so special.

Office Staff:
Jerry Elman                    Joyce Schachter
Holly Woloshyn             Custodial Staff

HHD Committee Chairs:
Honors: Sue Mercier
Moving: Al Benjamin and Alan Frishman
Music:  Elise Wojciechowski
Receptions: Susan Bondy 
Tickets: Donna Goldberg and Carol Goldsmith
Ushers: Dorothy Drahzal

Services:
Rabbi Katz                      Rabbi Till
Ilan Adar                         Pauline Rosenberg
Jacob Snyderman & members of the RATSY Board

Greeters:
Shelley Cresov  Gail  Ferraioli     
Carol Goldsmith     Joyce Herman  
Marty Kaufman     Ellie Kriger      

Ticket Table Volunteers:
Eric Birken      Marcia Birken     
Lorri Diggory      Marcia Elwitt      
Donna Goldberg     Ellen Goldenberg     
Carol Goldsmith     Dennis Goldsmith     
Carla Greenfield    Ellie Kriger      
Anna Markowitz     Mona Miller  
Ron Newman      Tobie Olsan     
Joyce Poleshuck    Victor Poleshuck    
Marsha Rifkin     Joyce Schachter     
Sheryl Silberman     Eli Tuber      

Bima Ushers:
Wendy Beller Madway   David Yates    

Thank you to Steve Wise and his staff for all their 
help with security.

Thank you to Curt Dengler for helping us with all 
the arrangements at the JCC.

A special thank you to Rabbi Katz, Rabbi Till, 
Ilan Adar and Pauline Rosenberg for your help 
in making our High Holy Day services and 
experience so beautiful and inspirational.

Carol Goldsmith, on behalf of the Religious 
Practices committee
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 FLORAL FUND
In memory of

Anita Friedman, by Carol, Eric, Lindsey & 
Rachel Haun

Bertha Stone, by Rozanne Marcus

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In memory of

Morris Goodman, by Ward & Anne Ghory
Alex Rappaport, by Mike & Heidi Fishman
Robert Graff, by Sally Graff

In honor of
Randi & Charlie Tabb, for the wedding of their 

son Jessie to Andrea Hobbs, by Robert & 
Paula Zeman

LAMPERT MUSIC FUND
In honor of

Elise Wojciechowski, by Allison Holm

LIBRARY FUND
In memory of

Esther Liff, by Lois Lapidus

MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND
In memory of

Sala Biren, by Nancy Biren Hiller

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of

Judie Ackerman, by Marv & Irene Barkin
Gilbert Cresov, by Marv & Irene Barkin
Gerson Wegner, by Alan & Sherry Volinsky

In honor of
Joyce Schachter's Special Birthday, by Marilyn 

& Remy Fenster
Dennis and Marilyn Drayer's wedding 

anniversary, by Rebecca Drayer

RAIHN FUND
In memory of

Lewis Eckstein, by Aubrey Sussman
Beth Schachtman's Birthday, by Miron & Mary 

Ellen Zuckerman
Robert Diggory, by John & Lorri Diggory
Leonard Cohen, by Sharon Peck-Silvio
Michael Hilditch, by John, Lorri & Ariana 

Diggory
A donation has been made by Robert & Lori 

Conway

              RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In memory of

Mayer (Pincus) Bar-El, by Shai & Sharon Shafrir
In honor of

Jan Katz being accepted to HUC JIR, by Marvin 
& Loretta Friedman, Allan Hymes & Marilyn 
Rosen

DICK SCHONFELD SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In memory of

John Drahzal, by Dorothy Drahzal
Joseph Kleinberg, by Dolores Kleinberg
William Cyrkin, by David & Denise Cyrkin

TORAH RESTORATION FUND
In memory of

Beloved Husband Gil Cresov, by Rochelle Cresov

YOUTH ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of

Phyllis Horowitz, by the family of Phyllis 
Horowitz

For information about these funds, go to our website:  
www.tsinai.org/About Us/Contributions/

Tributes received after September 10th will be 
recognized in the November bulletin 

Highlighted Fund
                        COLLEGE  
                      CONNECTION FUND 

Established by the Temple Sinai Women’s Club, 
this fund provides money to send packages to 
our undergraduate college students at holiday 
times. Each student receives two packages a 
year at the High Holy Days and Chanukah.

The Hiking 
Chavurah 
enjoyed a 
glorious 
2-hour hike 
along the 
beautiful 
Irondequoit 
Lakeside 
Multi-use 
Trail, a 
paved path 
from Culver Rd. along Lakeshore Blvd. to Camp Eastman. 
Following the hike some of us met down the street at 
Don’s Original for lunch and ice cream. Watch Snippets for 
information about our fall hike coming soon.
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Wednesday, October 11, 2017
REJOICE IN THE TORAH!

JOIN US FOR THE CELEBRATION OF

SIMCHAT TORAH
5:30 p.m. SERVICE AND CONSECRATION

NOT FOR CHILDREN ONLY!

PARTICIPATE IN THE UNFURLING OF THE 
TORAH and WITNESS THE TORAH SCROLL 

IN ITS ENTIRETY

As part of the 
commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of our temple 
building, we are planning 

on putting together a 
presentation showing 
our history. We would 

appreciate your sharing 
any photos from the past - 
weddings, B'nai Mitzvahs,  
holiday celebrations, etc. 
Digital photos would be 
great, but we would love 

to see your actual pictures 
also. Please share with us at 
susanbondy@yahoo.com or 
let me know what you have 

that we can borrow. 
Thanks for your help!




