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                           144th Annual 

                  Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
                             November 22nd at 11:00 a.m.

                             First Baptist Church of Rochester
                            175 Allens Creek Road

This year First Baptist Church of Rochester has the honor of hosting the 
144th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. Our participating congregations 
include First Universalist Church, First Unitarian Church, Temple B’rith Kodesh, 
Temple Beth El, The Baptist Temple, First Baptist Church of Rochester, Seneca 
United Methodist Church, Third Presbyterian Church, The Islamic Center of 

Rochester, The Catholic Diocese of Rochester and Temple Sinai.



This is not simply a 
history lesson, or simply 
about Italian Jewry or a 
travelogue. Rather, I see this 
as a metaphor for our own 
journeys in life. Just like the 
history I recounted in short, 
our journeys will contain 
positive and unfortunately negative events. 
We’d all hope that we could have all positive 
experiences but to be realistic that is not what 
happens in life. In fact, sometimes we learn our 
best lessons and become stronger people when 
we learn to confront and deal with the negative 
curveballs that come our way.
 

For the Jews in Italy sometimes they were 
accepted by their neighbors and at other times 
felt the sting of prejudice and even persecution.
 

One of the highlights of our trip was a visit to 
a tiny beautiful hilltop town of Pitigliano. This 
is not a stop on most people’s itinerary when 
visiting Italy. At one point the population of 
Jews was 500 out of a total of 1500 residents. 
During the Holocaust some of the residents 
who had fled to other places were captured, 
deported and died. But every one who 
remained in the town were hidden by their 
neighbors and saved. Today, only three 
Jews remain. The town itself financed the 
preservation of the synagogue and Jewish 
sights. 
 
This is just another example of the complexity 
of the Jewish journey in Italian history. I believe 
that when we accept the reality of complexity 
in our own lives we can face the challenges and 
the future with the strength to move on and 
receive the best that life puts in our paths.
 

Shalom,
Rabbi Alan J. Katz

I                  recently returned from a journey with 29 
Temple members to Italy. This was not simply 

a vacation but an exploration of a country that 
has had a Jewish history from the 2nd century 
before the common era until this day. 
 

The origins of the Italian Jewish community 
began at the time of the Maccabees, before the 
Romans conquered Jerusalem and enslaved 
many Judeans. Throughout the ages, even 
during the worst of times a Jewish community 
remained somewhere on the Italian boot or the 
islands like Sicily.
 

If we view the entire scope of over 2,000 years 
we learn of both positive and negative times. 
During the Roman empire, before the adoption 
of Christianity some emperors looked kindly 
upon Judaism, yet many others looked with 
disdain upon this strange religion and its 
adherents. There was a period when many 
Romans were admirers of Judaism and adopted 
some of the practices.
 

We know that the first ghetto was created 
in Venice in 1516. The Jews were kept in a 
small area, surrounded by walls and gates. 
They were not allowed out after midnight 
and were required to pay for the guards of 
those gates who kept them locked in each 
night. Yet, before that time Jews weren’t even 
allowed to live within the city of Venice. Now 
led by moneylenders and doctors Jews were 
encouraged to dwell there. Ghettos were 
created in other cities where Jews resided. 
Some locales forbade Jews from becoming 
residents, but after Jews were expelled from 
Spain and Portugal, some of them came to 
various states within what we call Italy today, 
including Papal states. How ironic that the seat 
of the Catholic Church that initiated the office 
of the Inquisition was one place where some 
Jewish refugees were permitted to resettle.
During Napoleon’s conquest the ghetto walls 
were broken down. After he was defeated 
some walls were rebuilt. By the end of the 
19th century there was an acceptance of 
Jews as citizens. Jews became very active in 
Risorgimento, the unification movement of 
Italy in the 19th century. And by the end of that 
century they were  able to build communities 
and beautiful synagogues. We visited both the 
great Temples in Rome and Florence.
 

R
ab

b
i’
s 

m
es

sa
ge

2

See what's on the menu 
at our website: 

tsinai.org



Passover seders were often 
midweek and not conducive 
to travel, but Thanksgiving 
was different. A few close 
friends without local family 
were added to the group, 
and the tables stretched 
across the living room.  

And slowly our demographics shifted. One by 
one, time took parents and aunts and uncles. 
Children moved far enough away that they 
couldn’t come home, or they needed to spend 
time with new in-laws instead.  And all the 
while, my old dining room table was combined 
with folding tables and sometimes card 
tables to seat the dwindling number. And then 
came significant others.  

And this year I ordered a new dining room 
table. It won’t seat twenty-five, and I will still 
need folding tables for Thanksgiving, but 
I realized that after 28 years, I need 
to reconfigure. That fancy life I imagined all 
those years ago never happened, but a life 
full of people did. And I need a place to put 
them. With too small a table, I feel the loss of 
those no longer there too greatly instead of 
focusing on the new faces that have joined 
me. Our Jewish traditions teach us to group 
together. We say Kaddish and Yizkor only 
when we have a minyan. We create our own 
“mishpocha” when we gather together for 
an oneg, a kiddush, or even a shiva meal. We 
create community.   

So, this year, I realized that I needed a 
table with more “Yiddishkeit”—one that 
opens wider, can seat more, and has a pedestal 
instead of legs to that it can join to others more 
easily.    

From my table to yours: Connect to 
our Temple Sinai table.  Find your 
seat in our intergenerational Shabbats 
and holiday celebrations. And have a joyful 
Thanksgiving.  

Blanche Fenster

As the leaves start to fall and the 
temperatures drop, we move from Sukkot 

to Thanksgiving, finding our way from apple 
harvests to pumpkins and squash.  The world 
turns to pumpkin-spice, much to my husband’s 
dismay (he has his own “pumpkin spice 
icky album” on Facebook) and our sanctuary 
moves from an oasis of green to views of reds 
and oranges.   

This Thanksgiving is going to be an interesting 
one in the Fenster household. The stars will 
align in such a way in a few weeks that we 
will have a table full not only of family and 
old friends, but one that will also include a 
number of “significant others” for the younger 
generation.  And one high chair.   

When my husband and I got married, we 
bought a dining room set that worked very 
well for the life we thought we would have. 
We imagined fancy dinner parties with 
three or four couples and good silver, fancy 
candlesticks and good wine in delicate 
glasses. The table was the perfect size for 
that, but somehow those dinner parties never 
seemed to happen. Soon there were dogs and 
kids and plastic tumblers filled with grape 
juice. The candlesticks were sand art from 
Sunday School, made at the same time as the 
beeswax candles. The bread basket wasn’t 
silver—it was tin plated and covered in wire 
and beads from a Temple Shabbat family 
program.  

In the beginning of our marriage, holidays 
were either at my mother’s or at my in-laws’. 
When the dinners eventually moved to our 
house, we were already at fifteen people, and 
couldn’t fit in the dining room at all. Whatever 
the event—holiday, birthday, or random 
dinner—our numbers were always such that 
folding tables were added and delicate crystal 
was swapped out for goblets that could hold 
soda pop as well as wine. Many of our holidays 
had large numbers, but as our group aged and 
children went off to college and moved away, it 
became difficult for everyone to make it home 
for all of them. High Holiday dinners and 
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Are you missing something? Lost & found items 

are removed from the office after 60 days. 

Unclaimed items will be donated.
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School of Jewish life & learning 
pinat Ha-Talmid (The Student Corner)

It is mid-October; the trees begin to change 
color; and the temperature “hints” that it is 

time to take our winter clothes out of the closet... 
October was a month busy with special events 
and programs:

On Sunday, Oct. 7, we conducted a fire 
evacuation drill. It took three minutes for all to 
evacuate the building and meet at the far-left 
side of the parking lot.

Sunday, Oct. 14 & 28, we conducted two Open 
House events that also included students and 
parents making Shalom flags that will decorate 
the rafters at the entrance to the offices and 
school.

On Sunday, Oct. 21, we conducted our first 
Sinai Campfire Sing-a-long. We were fortunate 
to have Josh Warshawsky, a Jewish song-leader, 
with us. Also attending this event were 90 
students from TBK.

november Schedule 
of events
Friday, Nov. 2: Family 

Service at 6:00 p.m. 
followed by Shabbat 
Dinner with Friends. 
Sason will participate.

Sunday, Nov. 4: Daylight 
Saving begins; Sprouts; 4th grade program 
with parents (grandparents are welcome)

Friday, Nov. 9: Young Family service (6:00 p.m.), 
featuring our kindergarten and 1st grade 
classes, followed by Shabbat dinner.

Wednesday, Nov. 14: Bogrim (6:00 - 7:15 p.m.)
Sunday, Nov. 18: 5th grade program with 

parents (grandparents are welcome); 
Sprouts; Coffee for a Cause

Wednesday, Nov. 21: No School (Thanksgiving 
recess) 

Sunday, Nov. 25: No School or Kesher 
(Thanksgiving recess)

Ilan D. Adar

SHABBAT DINNER WITH 
FRIENDS
 

With the weather starting to turn 
and fall upon us, our thoughts start 
turning to warm and hearty soups. 
Join us on Friday, 
November 2nd after the 
6:00 p.m. service for 
our Shabbat Dinner 
with Friends. We will be serving a 
selection of those warm and hearty 
soups and salads. There will also be 
an animal presentation for the entire 
family to enjoy as well as a fun craft 

activity for the 
kids. We look 
forward to seeing 
you then.

Adult Education continues in November 
on Sundays with the clergy at 9:30 a.m. On 
11/4 Cantor Braun will be teaching a class 
on Shabbat melodies. Medical Ethics will be 
discussed on 11/11, 11/18, 12/2, 12/9 and 
12/16.

Conversational Hebrew with Rabbinical Intern 
Jan Katz continues on 11/11, 12/2 and 12/16 at 
10:30 a.m.

Of course, we will be continuing to offer Torah 
Study on Saturday mornings at 9:15 a.m. All are 
welcome, whether you have participated in the 
past or not. Also, it is important to know that 
this class is conducted entirely in English, you 
do NOT need to know Hebrew.

We will be hosting Dr. Ron Wolfson as our 
scholar-in-residence this coming spring. Dr. 
Wolfson has written several books about how  
to transform a congregation from a transactional 
one (I pay dues and you give my son a bar 
mitzvah) to a relational one – one where 
interpersonal relationships are created, nurtured 
and valued. Stay tuned for more details.

       
Adult Education
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RATSY will be hosting two events this 
month. The first will be an overnight "shul-in" 
at Temple Sinai, starting on the evening of 
November 3rd, and the second will be a super-
market run, similar to the television show 
Supermarket Sweep, on November 17th. If you 
have never attended a shul-in, it is an "all-night" 
extravaganza of bonding, eating, discussions, 
eating, movie watching, and...did I mention 
eating? It should be a great time and an oppor-
tunity to see the Temple in a new (twi)light.  
The supermarket run program (who's name 
will be enhanced in later Snippets postings) is a 
philanthropic program where all attendees will 
bring money, which will be used to purchase as 
many items as possible following riddles and 
maps directing the groups throughout the store; 
in the end, all purchased food will be donated 
to charity--a great event to reveal the true 
meaning of Thanksgiving and helping those in 
our community who are less fortunate. RSVPs 
are needed by the Wednesdays before the events, 
so look for details in the upcoming Snippets.

Our teens had a great time at the first NFTY-
NEL event of the season, L'dor Vador Kallah, 
held at Camp George in Ontario, Canada. 
NFTY is the Northeast Federation of Temple 
Youth and is affiliated with the URJ (Union 
for Reform Judaism). Our temple is in the 

Youth Corner

Northeast Lakes (NEL) region, which includes 
congregations in Ontario, Canada; Buffalo, 
Rochester, and Syracuse, New York; Cleveland, 
Ohio; and Erie, Pennsylvania. The events 
that will be coming up can be found online 
at northeastlakes.nfty.org and are: (1) Dec 14-
16 (Winter Kallah in Cleveland OH); (2) Mar 
1-3, 2019 (Spring Boards in Buffalo NY); and 
(3) Apr 12-14, 2019 (Spring Kallah in Jackson, 
Michigan). You can sign-up to be notified when 
registration opens for each event on the website; 
a notice will be sent in Snippets as well. They are 
great events for your teen to build friendships 
with Jewish teens in our larger community. If 
you need more information, I would be happy to 
share past experiences with you!

We are working hard to develop programs that 
are teen-initiated, teen-developed, and teen-
led. We are always looking for ways to connect 
our congregation and our youth. If you have 
any suggestions for programs or opportunities 
for involvement, please let me know at RATSY@
tsinai.org(for now, please include jaredk821@
gmail.com to be sure that I get your message). 
Looking forward to hearing from you!

Jared Kronenberg, RATSY Advisor

GOinG aWaY FOR THe  
         Winter?
Last winter we had many bulletins returned to 
us because of temporary changes of address. The 
post office does not forward third-class mail and 
we have to pay full postage when the bulletins are 
returned to us. This adds up during the course of 
the winter. 

If you know you are going away, please contact 
jschachter@tsinai.org or call the office at 381-6890. 
Let us know the dates you will be away. If you 
would like us to send the bulletin, give us your 
winter address and we will make sure to send 
it. If you would like to access the bulletin online 
instead, please do so by visiting www.tsinai.org.

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOUR BULLETIN IS 
RETURNED TO US, WE WILL NOT SEND ONE 
AGAIN UNTIL YOU INFORM US THAT YOU 
ARE BACK IN TOWN. PLEASE HELP US SAVE 
MONEY BY CONTACTING US TODAY!

On Saturday, november 24th 
Carol and Dennis Goldsmith 

will be taking part in the 10:30 a.m.  
service as part of celebrating 

their 50th wedding anniversary. 
They will be hosting a kiddish luncheon 
for all present following the service. 

please RSVp to cgoldsmith@rochester.rr.com 
by november 16th, if you plan to attend 

so they can plan accordingly.

Shopping on Amazon.com?
Don't forget you can click directly to 
Amazon.com using the link provided at the 
lower left of the Temple website's front page, 
and our Temple will receive 4-10% of your 
order amount at NO additional cost to you. 
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Rosh Hashana Food 
Basket project
Bringing joy & friendship to others

Temple Sinai is truly a caring community. It 
takes over 40 volunteers to run this annual 
project. Thank you to each volunteer for taking 
the time to make a positive difference in the 
lives of others. Thank you to:
• Temple Sinai members for your generous 

donations.
• Elise Rosenfield for shopping and 

coordinating groceries.
• Biffy Borg for coordinating maps and our 

drivers.
• Jackie Ebner for coordinating the wrapping of 

boxes.
• Pearl Cytryn for coordinating and donating 

challahs and rugalach.
• Bess Lewis for shopping and schlepping 

chickens. 
• Nancy Hiller for shopping and donating 

candy and apples. 
• Michalene Kinsler for creating the maps and 

donating pears. 
• Arlene Schenker for shopping and donating 

produce. 
• Bev Groden for writing thank you notes. 
• Lindsey Hagan's fourth grade class and 

Mara Iris’s fifth grade class for making Rosh 
Hashana cards for the food baskets. 

• Temple Sinai volunteers for wrapping, 
assembling, and delivering the food baskets. 

• Special thanks to Joyce Schachter and Jerry 
Elman.

Thank you to the following for their support 
and contributions:
   Wegmans                       Tops Grocery   
   Brownsteins Bakery    Paul Schreiner    
   Seneca Vegetable          Dean H. Hartfiel
   Jill Orbach                     E.Vercruysse & Sons Farms 

Within Our Family
Mazal Tov to…
Sandy and Neil Frankel on the birth of great-

grandson Eyal Shachar Feldfix. Eyal is the 
son of the Frankel’s granddaughter, Hannah 
Block Feldfix and Vlad Feldfix

Michael and Linda Kirschen on the birth of 
grandson Owen Sigmund Berk. Owen is the 
son of Rachel and David Berk

Todah Rabah to…
Stan & Reenie Feingold for donating the 

Memorial Booklets for the Yom Kippur 
Yizkor Service

Welcome to our new members…
Todd Bernhard & Sandra Kinel and their 

daughters Ariel & Lauren

College Connection
Temple Sinai wants to remain connected with 
our congregation’s undergraduate college 
students. Each year students receive two 
holiday packages at school. It's always fun to 
receive packages when you are away from 
home, and we would like to be a part of that 
experience for your college student!

Because college addresses change frequently, 
the College Connection Committee starts a 
new list every year, so it is important to contact 
us even if a student was on last year’s list. 
Parents of undergraduate college students 
should email the temple at jschachter@tsinai.
org or call the temple office, 381-6890, with the 
student’s college contact information and email 
addresses. Postage is costly and an accurate 
address ensures that your student will receive 
the packages meant to help them celebrate 
holidays away from home. Please note that we 
can only send packages to students at colleges 
within the United States.

If you would like to be involved with this fun 
committee, please email Joyce Schachter at 
jschachter@tsinai.org or call the temple office at 
381-6890.

College students are encouraged to keep in 
touch with Rabbi Katz or Rabbi Till at any 
time. They would love to hear from you! Their 
email addresses are rabbikatz@tsinai.org and 
rabbitill@tsinai.org.

Please bring your used 
comPuter Printer cartridges 

to the school office. 

the religious school will receive 
money for all cartridges turned in.
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november 2018 Calendar
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Young Family 
Service followed by 
dinner 6:00 p.m.
Schmoozin' 
Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:00 p.m. 

Erev Shabbat 
Service
Installation of 
Cantor 6:00 p.m.
Dinner in honor of 
Cantor Braun 
7:00 p.m.

6 7

12 14

18 2019

Erev Shabbat 
Service with 
Birthday Blessings 
6:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Dinner 
with Friends 
7:00 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED
Erev Shabbat 
Service 6:00 p.m.

RATSY Fall Shul-In 
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Adult B’not Mitzvah
Torah Portion: Chaye 
Sarah
Genesis 23:1 – 25:18

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion: Toldot
Genesis 25.19 – 29.9

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Tot Shabbat 9:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion: 
Vayetze
Genesis 28.10 – 32.3

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion: 
Vayishlach
Genesis 32.4 – 36.43

Regional Coalition 
Against Human 
Trafficking 
4:00 p.m.
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

 

on 11/2

 Bir
thday  

Blessings

RATSY Fall Shul-In 
School in Session
4th Grade Program
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Kesher, 8th & 9th grades 
to Sikh Temple)
10:45 a.m.
Kesher (10th grade at 
Temple) 12:00 p.m.

School in Session
JROC Band 
6:30 p.m.
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.

Daytime Book 
Group 10:00 a.m.
School in Session
Bogrim 6:00 p.m.
JROC Band 
6:30 p.m.

Membership 
Committee 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Board of Trustees 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

School in Session
JROC Band 
6:30 p.m.

December erev Shabbat Services
  Dec. 7:    Chanukah erev Shabbat Service @ 6:30 p.m.

  Dec. 14:  Young Family Service @ 6:00 p.m.

    erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

  Dec. 21:  erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m.

  Dec. 28:  erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

29 30

School in Session 
Student Council 
9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Accessibility & 
Inclusion Panel 
Discussion 10:00 a.m.
Adult Hebrew 10:30 a.m.
Veteran's Day 
Assembly 11:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
Youth Initiatives 
Program (6th – 8th 
grades) 12:00 p.m.

School in Session
5th Grade Program
Coffee for a Cause 
9:30 a.m.
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
Women’s Chavurah to 
ARTISANworks 
2:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL
NO ADULT ED
NO KESHER

Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:00 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED 
Interfaith 
Thanksgiving 
Service 
11:00 a.m.
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Nov. 2 & 3
Ronni Abramovitz
Ruth Brooks Helfand
Frederick Deutscher
Blanche Edison
Diane Epstein
Sol Fletcher
Molly Garson
Ethel Goldstein
Joel Greenberg
Joseph Groden
Nellie Gross
Charles Grossman
Anthony Kantor
Charles Lestin
Naum Lyubchanskiy
Elaine Marblestone
Carmella Mastrella
Carol Robinson
Theodore Silverstein
Anne Slawetsky
Doris Weiner
Joseph Weiner

Nov. 9 & 10
Leah Albaum
Leon Alent
Ernest Brownell, Jr.
Mary Dressner
Zelda Druce
James Eichner
Wolf Feygin
Helen Forchheimer
Richard Friedlander
Paula Ginsburg
Samuel Gross
Yuda Gurevich
Ida Harf

Mary Kruskall
Diane Latta
Evan Leit
Gladys Less
Willard R. Lisson
Tobie Loeb
Clifford Lovenheim
Samuel N. Paulin
Sam Rockford
Ethel Rosen
Paul Rosenhack
Barbara Rubin
Zakhar Shvartsman
Seyna Tseytlina
Joan Yessenow

Nov. 16 & 17
Elaine Adler
Samuel Agins
William W. Cohn
Mindy Dennis
Lillian Dollinger
Lorrayne Dorfman
Sylvia Feingold
Solomon Gold
Evelyn Greenfield
Stanley Handelman
Maureen Highfield
Eleanor Kantor Naftal
Phyllis Kaplan
Miriam Kassick
Theodore Levey
Linda Lieberman
Earl Lovenheim
Melvin Neisner
Rhea Poserow
Sam Poserow
Brian Salerno

Abraham Schachter
Mildred Schiller
Saul Skerker
Herman Supnick
Harold Sussman
Jonathan Taub

Nov. 23 & 24
Stanley Abrams
Barbara Balsom
Gerald Berg
Calvin Berger
Sylvia Berkowitz
Harry Berman
Dolores Fried
Renee Gimple
Millie Goldensher
Louis Grossman
James Holzbach
Sam Kaufman
Harriet Leventhal
Marshall Levine
Helene Lipton
Sukesh Polly Miglani
Harold Nussbaum
Edwin Olsan
Sara Orbach
Irma Pekurovsky
Martin Rosenberg
Murray Rosenfeld
Richard Rudolph
Angelina Sanginario
William Silver
Leonard Singer
Leonard Stoler
Leonard Tebor
Sylvia Utell

Nov. 30 & Dec. 1 
Murray Astarita
Josephine Auerbach
Mildred Beckwith
Murray Berlowitz
Stanley Bershod
Alberto Biton
Frederic Brewer
Toby Fay Cherry
Sid Dorfman
Abram Dorren
Ella Feygin
Peter Fischer
Edith Folkman
Nathan Fox
Carol Freeman
Polina Ginzburg
Harvey Gottlieb
Myer Grisbord
Samuel Guest
Sherry Harner
Frank Hennig
Molly Hewitt
Donald F. Hogan
Ethel Hyman
Dorothy Katz
Phyllis Kieva
Florence Kirschen
Milton Kunken
Anthony Marciano
Samuel Nitzberg
Sima Novozhenets
Dorothy Paganelli
Israel Parnes
Edward Perlstein
Sidney Rayburn
Marcia Shaffer
Robert R. Smith
Guido Troiano
Elizaveta Yermis

Yahrzeits 
The departed live on 

in the hearts 
of those who cherish their memory

Contacting The Rabbis
Please let the temple office (381-6890) know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that the 
Rabbis and the congregation can respond appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any life cycle 
events at which Rabbi Katz, Rabbi Till, or Cantor Braun will be present without speaking to them first. 

To reach Rabbi Katz in an emergency, please call both his home phone (662-5418) and his cell phone            
(233-8028). To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call 355-0192. To reach Cantor Braun in an 
emergency, please call 973-953-2489.

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. Please remember that HIPAA regulations prevent hospitals from 
alerting us when someone is ill. We ask temple members who are aware that one of our members is in a 
hospital to please call the Temple Sinai office so that one of our Rabbis may visit them. 
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Social action
Voting and elections: Jewish Values

The past two years have been filled with 
political turmoil. The upcoming midterm 
election is being hailed, by some, as the most 
important midterm election in decades. Voting 
is a civic calling critical to any democracy, 
but voting is optional. Midterm elections are 
notorious for low voter turn- out. Regardless 
of your political affiliation, whether you agree 
or disagree with the current administration, as 
Jews, it is our obligation to vote.

The sage Hillel taught “Al tifros min harzibur; 
Do not separate yourself from the community.” 
As Jews, it is our responsibility to play an 
active role in our community and choosing its 
leaders. Rabbi Yitzhak taught that; “A ruler is 
not to be appointed unless the community is 
first consulted.” Rabbi Yitzhak explained that 
in the Torah, Bezalel could only be chosen to 
build the Tabernacle with the community’s 
approval. Political participation has been 
deeply embedded throughout time and guides 
Jews to participate in the electoral process.

To further illustrate this point: A man came 
before Chazon Ish (a Russian-born Orthodox 
rabbi, 1878-1953) stating that he was unable to 
vote because he owed taxes. Chazon Ish said 
to the man; “You should sell your tefllin and 
pay the taxes, … tefillin, you can borrow from 
another, but the right to vote you cannot get 
from someone else.”

There have been times when Jews faced 
barriers to vote, or, though allowed to vote 
in theory, were unable to do so. There were 
far worse times too, for example, when the 
Nurember Laws in 1930 Germany stripped 
Jews of their right to vote.

The Chazon Ish story emphasizes the 
importance of voting. The man was told to 
sell his tefillin-a symbol of one’s commitment 
to observing the mitzvoth in order to do so. 
For modern Jews, I would argue that voting 
is more than a right or a privilege, it is our 
obligation.

See you the polls!!

Abby Urban Rifkin

Habitat Pie sale
do good While eating great!!

order Pies By nov. 14, 2018 
Temple Sinai is a partner in the Habitat 
Interfaith Partnership which builds Habitat 
Homes in Rochester. Each November we sell 
pies with the profits going towards Habitat. 
The pies are homemade from scratch at Kelly’s 
Fruit Farm in Hilton from fruit grown on 
their farm. The pies are made with vegetable 
shortening and have no preservatives. They 
are exceptionally delicious and weigh 4 1/2 
pounds each. The pies cost $17 each and come 
in the following flavors: Apple Crumb, Apple 
Raspberry and Pumpkin. The Apple Crisp loaf 
weighs 2 1/2 pounds and costs $13. 
       
Please fill out the order form and return to the 
temple office with checks made out to Temple 
Sinai by Wednesday, November 14. The pies 
can be picked up at the temple on Tuesday, 
November 20 from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Corporate Pie Sales: Corporations, offices and 
businesses can also order pies for delivery in 
December. These orders will be separate from 
the November Thanksgiving Orders. The pies 
will be delivered to your business in December 
with a minimum order of 25 pies. The pies will 
come in two flavors Apple Crumb or Apple 
Raspberry and are $17 each. Please contact Ron 
Newman at 385-5675 or newmanruns@gmail.com 
for further information regarding Corporate  
December Pie Sales for Habitat.

Pie order Form For HaBitat For HumanitY

     Flavor                       Quantity            cost

 apple crumb $17

 apple raspberry $17

 Pumpkin $17

 apple crisp Loaf  $13

 totaL 

 name: __________________________________________

 Phone(s): ________________________________________

 email:__________________________________________        

 make checks payable to temple sinai
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Temple Contacts
Rabbis   
Alan J. Katz   rabbikatz@tsinai.org
Debbi Till  rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Cantor
Renata Braun cantorbraun@tsinai.org
Education Director 
Ilan Adar  iadar@tsinai.org

Executive Director
Jerry Elman jelman@tsinai.org

                                  Officers
 President 
 Blanche Fenster
             Secretary 
 Renee Brownstein

              visit our website:
              www.tsinai.org

Vice Presidents:
1st V.P. and Administration Keith Greer
Congregant Connections Esther Brill
Finance Jamie Spiller
Education Karen McCally
Religious Practices Ellen Goldenberg
Youth Initiatives Barb Snyderman
Caring Community & Social Action
Abby Urban-Rifkin

The Oxford English Dictionary defines 
accessibility as:

• The quality of being able to be reached or 
entered

• The quality of being easy to obtain or use
• The quality of being easily understood or 

appreciated
• The quality of being easily reached, entered, 

or used by people who have a disability

We tend to think about accessibility in context 
of a building or structure. But if you consider 
the term outside of this frame, and merely 
reflect on how it may contribute to one’s life, 
then accessibility can be applied to other 
contexts and can affect many more individuals 
and communities.

At the Shabbat Service on Saturday September 
8, on the eve of the High Holy Days, two 
families congregated along with other Temple 
Sinai members to celebrate two important 
Jewish identity milestones. Shai and Sharon 
Shafrir celebrated their son Ivry becoming 
a bar mitzvah, and Joel and Ann Shamaskin 
celebrated the naming of their granddaughter 
Isabel. What made this particular service so 
special was that it was designed and delivered 
with the outmost quality of being able to 
be reached or entered. It was accessible to 
everyone – physically, spiritually, and across 
dimensions of distance and time.
• Rabbi Katz and Cantor Braun delivered the 

service at the sanctuary floor level
• Ivry’s younger brother sat in his wheelchair 

next to the Bar Mitzvah boy
• Another guest in a wheelchair sat comfortably
• Aliyah Honors were accessible to those with 

mobility challenges

The meaning of “accessibility”
• Many of the prayers sung were chosen on the 

merit of being familiar both to Temple Sinai 
members and to the out of town guests.

• The live streaming and recording of the entire 
service enabled participation and enjoyment 
by those unable to attend.

Broadening our thinking about what makes 
Temple Sinai accessible to our members and 
guests requires forethought and creativity, as it 
did for these families. Sensitivity to the potential 
needs of participants in religious services and 
events at Temple Sinai will allow us to reach 
everyone and let us all fully enter synagogue life.

The word shalom can be translated to mean 
wholeness. Complete accessibility for all our 
members and guests, making their experience 
physically achievable as well as spiritually 
one of shalom, will make Temple Sinai a more 
welcoming home for us all.

Sinai panel on accessibility & inclusion 
november 11 from 10:00 a.m. -12 p.m.
Do you value inclusion of all members? Do you 
wonder if we are doing all we can to help every 
member feel included? Would you like to learn 
what we are doing well? What we need to work 
on? How we can help make the environment as 
inclusive as possible? Then please read on!
Please join us on November 11th from 10:00 a.m.- 
12:00 p.m. for a panel of Temple Sinai members 
and families with disabilities. They will share 
with us what is working for them and what 
we can do to improve our accessibility and 
inclusion.
Bagels and coffee will be served. Please RSVP to 
the temple office. All are welcome!

This program is sponsored by the Accessibility and 
Inclusion Committee.



   Women's Chavurah

be a special reception and 
Talkback. You are welcome 
to bring others, and the 
show is appropriate for 
junior high school age and 
over.
 

Tickets are $15 in advance at 
bravuratheplay.com 
($20 at the door if available). 
However, we have obtained 
a special group rate:  if you reserve your tickets 
by contacting Esther Brill, 585-721-8684, ebrill@
frontiernet.net by November 5th  the cost will be 
$12/person, payable at the box office when you 
arrive for the performance.
 

The play runs Thurs.-Sat., Nov. 8-10 and Wed.-
Sat., Nov 14-17 at 730 p.m., and Sundays, Nov. 
11 & 18 at 2 p.m. Proceeds will benefit the 
Hochstein School.
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TOUR ARTISANworks
 with the WOMEN'S CHAVURAH!

SUNDAY, NOV. 18th 
at 2:00 p.m.
(Please arrive by 1:50 p.m.)
 
565 BLOSSOM ROAD, SUITE L, 
ROCHESTER 14610
 
COST: $5 PER PERSON

The 11th annual Art Studio tour hosted by Temple 
Sinai's Women's Chavurah is doing something 
new this year. ARTISANworks is an art gallery and 
museum of contemporary culture, owning almost 
500,000 objects including paintings, sculptures 
and antique cars. It buys art and supports local 
artists, displays vast amounts of its collection in 
some 60,000 square feet of space, hosts events 
in marvelous theme rooms, and both rents and 
sells its art work.

We will meet at 1:50 p.m. at ARTISANworks, pay 
a reduced entry fee of $5.00 per person, join the 
2:00 p.m. public tour of their adjacent building 
with its new theme rooms, and then get a private 
tour of the main building with Louis Perticone, 
ARTISANwork’s Founder. 

next Stage meetup
Join NEXT STAGERS at a matinee performance,  
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11, 2:00  p.m., of Stuart 
Loeb’s new play “BRAVURA: The Life and 
Death of David Hochstein” at the Multi-use 
Community Cultural Center, 142 Atlantic Ave, 
in Rochester’s Neighborhood of the Arts.
 

The play tells Hochstein’s story - son of Jewish 
immigrant parents in the Joseph Avenue 
neighborhood, nephew of anarchist Emma Goldman, 
violin prodigy - his decision to enlist in WWI, and his  
“bravura” legacy as performer, teacher and soldier. 
Throughout the play David’s music is heard as 
he makes the transition from concert violinist to 
lieutenant. 
 

Because of our group attendance, we are 
delighted that after this performance there will 

Do come and experience this enormous, fasci-
nating collection and learn about ARTISANworks 
innovative self-supporting business model. You 
can check out their website at: artisanworks.net/
artwork/about-us.

PLEASE RSVP by NOVEMBER 9th to CAROL 
YUNKER at VPKelly@aol.com OR 385-3910.

AND, AS ALWAYS, NOT FOR WOMEN ONLY!!!

REMAINING EVENTS FOR THIS YEAR
Wednesday, December 12th, 7:00 p.m. - Early 

Jewish Rochester with Phyllis Kasdin
Sunday, January 13th, 2:00 p.m. - North Star 

Players: Frederick Douglas
Sunday, February 10th, 2:00 p.m. - The Art of Silk 

Painting
Sunday, March 3rd, 2:00 p.m. "Celebrity Chefs: 

Katz's Delicatessan" & Kitchen Shower
Sunday, April 7th, 2:00 p.m. - Pad Party
Wednesday, April 24th, 7:00 p.m. - "Life's Path: 

Living and Dying Consciously"
Early May (date to be determined) - Ramadan 

Break Fast
Sunday, May 19th, 11:00 a.m. - Ethnic Food Tour 
Saturday, June 1st, 6:00 p.m. - Progressive Dinner
All Temple members are automatically members 
of the Chavurah and are welcome at all of our 
programs. Your voluntary contribution of $36 
as a "Donor" or $18 as a "Supporter" will 
help to fund expenses such as guest speakers, 
honoraria, refreshments, social service projects, 
and other operating costs. Go to tsinai.org for more 
information.
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BIGGER THAN EVER
TEMPLE SINAI’S

CHANUKAH HAPPENING

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018
TEMPLE SOCIAL HALL

9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

GIFTS GALORE FOR ALL AGES
Featuring artists, craftsmen, vendors

Jewelry, spices, cards, purses, 
baked goods, handcrafted glass, 

knitwear, pottery, giftware
Judaica & Israel Items, Social Action 

and Community Outreach, 
Religious School & Youth Group 

Fundraisers, Tsotschkies and More

SHOPPING FOR STUDENTS
• Stuffed Animals, Trinkets, Novelties
• Little gift items for the family
• Big Selection/Small Prices
• Sunday School Classes Will Visit
• Stop by with your student or send 

them with gelt

Interested in participating as a vendor?
No charge for Sinai members 

$25 table charge for non-members

Can you help with setup on Saturday 
afternoon or volunteer for 1 or 2 hours 
at the Bazaar? 

Contact Monika Katzel through temple 
or at lesterkatzel@earthlink.net by   
Nov. 28th

SAVE DECEMBER 2nd FOR 
THIS BIG 1 STOP HOLIDAY 

SHOPPING EVENT!!

HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL

A special thanks to the following Temple 
members who have so generously donated 
to the Temple Sinai High Holy Days Appeal. 
Donations listed below were received by 
10/10/18.

A donation has been made by…
Jehuday & Fran Frydman
Ellen Goldenberg
Howard & Susan Itkin
Rabbi Alan & Jan Katz
Robert & Merilyn Israel
Jeff & Jan Feldman
Elizabeth Steinberg
Michel Berg & Sarah Nemetz
Bob Zeman
Bonnie Hughes & Ed Muszynski
Arlene & Howard Schenker
Harry and Louise Kahn
Anne Macpherson & Jamie Spiller
Jason Mendler & Laticia Valle
Eric & Elizabeth Brewer
Susan, Rick, Toby & Simon Rizzo
Aaron Klein & Maria Lauriello-Klein
Cantor Renata & David Braun
Thomas & Janet Fink

In memory of…
Irma Rosenthal by Bernard Rosenthal 
Susan Spector by David Spector 
Lawrence Lapidus by Lois Lapidus 
Marie & Martin Rosenzweig by Mark 

Rosenzweig & Mary Lee 
Arthur Moss by Muriel Klein 
Herta & Eugene Ellis by Ralph Ellis & Alice 

Rudolph 
Arlyn Grossman by Robert Grossman  

In honor of…
Rabbi Katz, Rabbi Till & Cantor Braun by 

Allan & Judy Schwartz 
My Children & Grandchildren by Bonnie 

Guon 
Gregg Herman, Joel Kastner & Scott MacNitt 

by Eva Regan 
Rabbi & Jan Katz by Irving & Gloria 

Rosenstein 
Jamie Spiller for his heartfelt discussion and 

request at the High Holy Days by John 
Page & Sandra Mitzner 

The Klezmer Band by Paul Rosenfeld & Sylvia 
Rose  
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CULTURAL ENDOWMENT FUND

In Memory of
Benjamin Chimowitz by Eldred & Maria 

Chimowitz
Gertrude Chimowitz by Eldred & Maria 

Chimowitz 

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In Honor of

The marriage of Lauren Anderson and Adam 
Wisneski by Bruce & Ann Leonard 

The naming of Isabel Trimble by Lester & 
Monika Katzel 

The birth of Sandy & Neil Frankel's grandson, 
Eyal Shachar Feldfix by Lester & Monika 
Katzel, Victor & Joyce Poleshuck

Joshua Greer’s marriage to Amanda Lynn 
by Vicki Weinstein-Finnefrock & Thomas 
Finnefrock 

Charlotte Tickell's Bat Mitzvah by Vicki 
Weinstein-Finnefrock & Thomas Finnefrock  

In Memory of
Milton Rapkin by Lester & Monika Katzel 
Michael Bondy by Peter & Susan Bondy 
Leo Smith by Peter & Susan Bondy 

With Healing Wishes to
Liz Ornstein by Lester & Monika Katzel 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In Appreciation of

Temple Sinai for helping us to worship with 
your community on Yom Kippur by Philip 
and Karen Selwyn 

In Memory of
Mildred Demchick by E. Scott & Phyllis Wagner 
Fanya Shablya by Grigoriy & Brokha 

Novozhenets, Zina Lyubchanskaya 
Sima Novozhenets by Isaak & Nina Rivshin 
Polina Ginzburg by Isaak & Nina Rivshin 
Lea Litmanovich by Khaim & Zella Berenbaum 
Ida Bresler by Leonid & Marina Shpiller 
Abram Shpiller by Leonid & Marina Shpiller 
Yefim Yermis by Leonid & Marina Shpiller 
My family members by Lea Bell 
Milton Rapkin by Robert & Merilyn Israel 

ONEG FUND
In Honor of

Peggy Cherkasky’s Bat Mitzvah by Allan & 
Judy Schwartz 

Donna Lederman's Bat Mitzvah by Allan & 
Judy Schwartz 

Todah Rabah 
to all those who remembered 

Temple Sinai when they 
remembered others

RABBI KATZ DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of

Bertha Skerker Stone by Allan Skerker 
Leonid Rubin by Berta Rubin 
Ed Richmond by James & Michele Austin 
Jacob Lazier by Jeni & Joe Behrman 
Milton Rapkin by Linda & Mitzi-Jill Rapkin 
Eric Silbermann by Susie and Steve Silbermann 

RABBI TILL DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of

Bertha Skerker Stone by Allan Skerker 
Howard Broder by Stephen & Claudia Brent 

CANTOR BRAUN DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Appreciation of

Cantor Braun by Shai & Sharon Shafrir 
In Memory of

John Erne by Ellen Erne 
Milton Rapkin by Linda & Mitzi-Jill Rapkin 

ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND
In Appreciation of

The Office Staff by Shai & Sharon Shafrir 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In Memory of

Edward Richmond by Paul & Cheryl Aloi 
Hyman Levin by Phyllis Rosen 

BUILDING FUND
In Memory of

Zina Rubinshteyn by Michael Feygin 

COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND
In Honor of

The marriage of Lauren Anderson and Adam 
Wisneski by Allen & Barbara Mendler 

The engagement of Dan Wojciechowski and 
Sara Siegel by Allen & Barbara Mendler 

JOEL BLOOM FUND
In Honor of

The marriage of Lauren Anderson and Adam 
Wisneski by Janet Irwin & Lew Jones 
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RAIHN FUND
In Memory of

John Page, Sr. by John Page & Sandra Mitzner

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In Memory of

Leo Kanner by Richard Couch & Deborah 
Kanner

SINAI YOUTH GROUP FUND
In Memory of

Jared Kanner by Richard Couch & Deborah 
Kanner

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Memory of

Irving Glasner by Alan & Ronny Frishman 
Milton Rosen by Allan Hymes & Marilyn Rosen 

With Loving Wishes to
Gail Ferraioli in support of her selfless pursuit 

of social justice on behalf of those who benefit 
by her collaborative efforts by Ellen Stoltz

For information about these funds, go to our website:  
www.tsinai.org / About Us / Contributions /
Tributes received after October 10th will be 

acknowledged in the December bulletin

      Highlighted Fund    
 
                                                                                                          

                                                        COLLEGE CONNECTION 
  FUND
Established by the Temple Sinai Women’s Club, 
this fund provides money to send packages to our 
undergraduate college students at holiday times. 
Each student receives two packages a year at the 
High Holy Days and Chanukah.

LIBRARY FUND
In Memory of

Robert Lewis by Edward & Bess Lewis 
Rose Lewis by Edward & Bess Lewis 
Molly Horwitz by Edward & Bess Lewis 
Alan Lewis by Edward & Bess Lewis 
Joseph Gorin by Marilyn Feldman 
Harry Kushner by Phyllis Rosen 

MITZVAH FUND
In Honor of

The marriage of Lauren Anderson to Alex 
Wisneski by Lester & Monika Katzel 

In Memory of
Milton Rapkin by Linda & Mitzi-Jill Rapkin 

With Loving Wishes to
Reenie Feingold by Lester & Monika Katzel 
Scott Rosenfeld by Lester & Monika Katzel 

MUSIC FUND
In Honor of

The birth of Liora Wojciechowski by Alan & 
Ronny Frishman

NEXT STAGE FUND
Mazal Tov to

Randi Forman and Mark Anderson on the 
marriage of their daughter, Lauren to Alex 
Wisneski, by Liz Ornstein 

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In Memory of

Ben Seidman by Louis & Harriet Slawetsky 

ROBIN SHIFFRIN URJ CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Honor of

Donna Lederman & Peggy Cherkasky's Adult 
B'not Mitzvah by Alice Dunsker 

tree of Life
are you looking to commemorate a special occasion, thank or honor 
someone, and help contribute to the life of our temple? consider 
purchasing a leaf on our tree of Life. For a donation of $136 we will have 
a leaf inscribed with your message and add it to our beautiful tree. so, if 
you can’t think of a gift for that special person in your life for a birthday, 
Bar or Bat mitzvah, marriage or any other occasion, contact the temple 
office at 381-6890 and we will be happy to assist you.
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  Coming March 9 
Chanukah Dinner and Celebration 

 Friday, December 7th, 2018   
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.  

Followed by a Tableside Shabbat Service & Chanukah celebration  beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Join others from Temple Sinai to light the Chanukah candles  (bring your own menorah), play spin the dreidel and sing songs. Enjoy 
chicken, latkes, pasta, applesauce, salad and dessert. Sit and schmooze!   Family and friends are welcome. 

 

Save money by registering for the dinner by Friday, November 30th at tsinai.org 
   

Adults ages 13 and up, $15 by 11/30 ($17 after 11/30*); Children ages 4 – 12, $10 by 11/30 ($12 after 11/30*). No charge for children under age 4.  
 

*Event may sell out prior to November 30th. Reserve early to guarantee your spot! 


