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143rd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
November 23rd at 11:00 a.m.

First Unitarian Church

This year The First Unitarian Church has the honor of hosting the 143rd Annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. Our participating congregations include First 
Universalist Church, First Unitarian Church, Temple B’rith Kodesh, Temple 
Beth El, The Baptist Temple, Third Presbyterian Church, The Islamic Center of 
Rochester, The Catholic Diocese of Rochester and Temple Sinai.



Too often the attitude was 
that if you want to live a 
Jewish life the only way 
to do so was in Israel. 
As our partnership, as 
well as others, evolved 
the Israelis soon learned 
of the vibrancy of our 
communities.

A curriculum was developed and they started 
teaching 5th and 6th grade students, as part of 
the Modi’in educational system, one hour a 
week, about world Jewry. With the help of our 
Partnership educators I spent my sabbatical 
visiting many of the schools in Modi’in and 
teaching about American Jewish life. I was 
invited mostly to secular schools but was also 
asked to visit a modern Orthodox school.

I shared some of the things we take for granted 
that the Israelis hardly knew. In their classes, 
all the students are Jewish. Our students are 
often only a small minority. Our girls read 
from the Torah for Bat Mitzvah, theirs do not 
except for a small number who go to a Reform 
or Conservative synagogue. We have women 
rabbis. Even though there are some in Modi’in 
most of the students did not know this.

Often they asked many questions about anti-
Semitism and wondered if we were afraid to 
live as Jews. My answer this year would be a bit 
different than a decade ago.

This year my plans for the sabbatical are 
twofold. Due to Jan’s studies in NYC I will 
be spending less time in Israel. I hope to take 
advantage of some learning in NYC. Also, with 
next year’s trip to Italy, I plan to study about 
Italian Jewry to bring a richer experience for 
our participants. The tentative dates for the trip 
are October 2 to October 12, 2018. I will have 
further details before I begin my sabbatical.

We are keeping a list in the office, so if you 
are interested, please contact Joyce Schachter 
(jschachter@tsinai.org) to let us know of your 
interest.

Shalom,
Rabbi Alan J. Katz

Once again, I am blessed with the opportunity 
to spend some time away from the daily 
routines and be on sabbatical. In the past, 
these periods have allowed me to recharge 
my batteries and come back to serve you with 
renewed energy. I will begin the three month 
period this year in mid-December. I will 
complete the total of six months with another 
three month stint next year.

In the past I have spent this time on different 
projects. During my first sabbatical I went to 
Israel and studied Talmud with a wonderful 
teacher, Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger. Hanan is an 
Orthodox rabbi and teacher, and a passionate 
Zionist settler who has been profoundly 
transformed by his encounter with Palestinians 
and the Palestinian People. He works with 
Palestinians towards understanding and co-
existence. He also does a great deal of interfaith 
work and spends part of the year in Dallas 
running an adult study program.

Hanan was a wonderful teacher who helped 
me gain new insights into various passages 
we studied over the years. I took private 
classes with him as well as studying in a 
program called Elul. Elul was designed for 
Israelis who were both religious and secular 
to study together. One could have had some 
background in Jewish studies or very little. It 
was part of thinking that Jewish texts belonged 
to all Jews, not just the Orthodox. The classes 
were taught in Hebrew which at the time 
strengthened my ability in modern Hebrew.

I was also fortunate to spend Shabbat with 
Hanan and his family in Alon Shevut, one of 
the communities in Gush Etzion in the West 
Bank. I remember fondly when Hanan’s 
youngest daughter was twirling around in her 
dress asking if the kids in my synagogue had 
beautiful dresses like her to wear on Shabbat.

During my second sabbatical year we had 
already established ties with Modi’in with 
the Partnership Together, P2G. Through the 
educational bridge we had begun a project 
which is called “Friends Across the Sea,” 
Chaverim Mei-ever L’yam. It was the beginning 
of Israeli students learning about the life of 
diaspora Judaism. For many years we learned 
about Israel but they hardly knew about us. 
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our founding. In 1967, 
our young Rabbi called 
out the Penfield School 
Board for election material 
that contained veiled 
anti-Semitism. In 1972, 
Rosemarie Mosler (z"l)  
was elected President of  
Temple Sinai—in an era when it was very 
uncommon to have a female synagogue 
president. Unfortunately, after fifty years, we 
have changed from finding funds to create a 
worship space to setting aside funds to repair 
our aging structure. The ceiling that was to be 
metaphorically absent has sealant that, with 
age, was found to be somewhat physically 
absent as well, and we will be working 
with architects to begin a plan for a ceiling 
replacement that will retain the look of the 
design but will do a better job at deflecting the 
snow and rain. 

In researching the history of both our 
congregation and our physical space, there 
were other glaring and sometimes more 
emotionally difficult reminders of our current 
connections to our past. In 1967, our building 
was dedicated in September, and Rosh 
Hashanah was celebrated there in October, 
but by mid-November we had already dealt 
with two instances of anti-Semitic vandalism: 
an unauthorized entry with some damage 
and swastikas drawn on the door, and then 
swastikas painted on the sign out front. But 
today we are working on security manuals 
for our building and our school, and adding 
technology to help secure our building. And 
as then, we are optimistic about the future 
and certain that we can make it through the 
difficulties if we do it together. 

 We will celebrate our architectural space and 
our spiritual architecture on November 18th in 
this building of dreams and promises. As we 
sing in “Mah Tovu” on Shabbat: How Fair are 
your tents, O Jacob, your dwellings, O Israel. I, 
through Your abundant love, enter Your house; 
I bow down in awe at Your holy temple.

Blanche Fenster

“Construction begins once the 
craftsmen leave.”  

These were the words imparted by Rabbi 
Arnold Sher of Temple Beth Zion in Buffalo 
at the dedication of Temple Sinai’s building 
on September 15th, 1967, more than fifty years 
ago. Rabbi Sher said, “By building in one of 
the most beautiful suburban locations, you can 
become an island unto yourselves or a voice of 
conscience to the entire city. If you become an 
island of isolation, you will become a museum 
for passersby. If you choose the other... the 
passersby will be certain you have built a 
temple to stand for more than a façade.” He 
went on to say that the members would be the 
true “spiritual architects” to create a true house 
of prayer. 

Our founders were certainly optimistic. From 
only a few dozen families in 1959, by 1965 
they had grown substantially, and a mere five 
years after joining the UHAC (as the URJ was 
named then) they began a fund drive to raise 
the $225,000 they needed for our building. 
That summer, they hired the young and newly 
ordained Rabbi Robert Seigel, and in December 
broke ground for the building.   

These fifty years later, we see that Rabbi Sher’s 
words still ring true. Our membership size, 
now over five times what it was that evening, 
requires us to spend our High Holy Days at the 
JCC instead of in our sanctuary, but we know 
that our “sukkat shalom” moves with us. For 
the second year, we have had the incredible 
opportunity to worship all together at the JCC 
while allowing Temple Beth David to make 
use of our building that would otherwise stand 
empty.   

When Architect James Johnson designed our 
sanctuary, he stated that the design was “to 
reflect the idea that life is basically a circle; with 
no beginning and no end. Thus, there is no 
ceiling, the end wall is glass and the floors don’t 
come to the walls.” When we look at our fifty-
year history in this space, we see the circle that 
Johnson spoke of clearly. Our Rabbis and our 
congregation have been involved in interfaith 
dialogue and civil rights from the time of 
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School of Jewish 
Life and Learning
 Pinat Ha-Talmid
 (The Student Corner)

By Ilan D. Adar,  
Education Director

It is October; the trees begin to change color; 
and we can still walk outside wearing T-shirts 
. . . anything wrong with this picture?  Let’s 
enjoy this weather while it lasts! 

October was a month busy with holidays and 
programs. We began with our kindergarten 
program, during which our students and 
parents learned about the various parts of the 
Torah scroll; and learned about the ceremony 
of Consecration. We then celebrated the Festival 
of Sukkot by inviting our students to sit in our 
sukkah, eat doughnut holes, drink apple cider, 
recite the blessing for the lulav & etrog set, and 
listen to our guest, Sebastian Maroundit, who 
talked to the students about his childhood in 
Sudan; about building schools for the children 
of his village; and about the need of the 
children to have light in their mud houses so 
they can do homework.

A week later, on Wednesday, Oct. 11, we 
gathered in our Social Hall to celebrate the 
holiday of Simchat Torah; and to consecrate 
(the official welcoming to our formal education) 
our kindergarten students, as well as all other 
new students in our school since last year’s 
Simchat Torah.  

On Sunday, Oct. 15, we conducted our second 
Open House event, this time with the parents of 
our 2nd-5th grade students.

Toward the end of the month, on Friday, Oct. 
27, we conducted our first newly formatted 
Young Family Service that featured our 
kindergarten class and was followed by a 
Shabbat dinner.

A Sunlight Lantern for Every 
Student
A few years back, after the first visit of 
Sebastian Maroundit, a Lost Boy from Mayen 
Abun, Twic State, South Sudan, our students 

decided to contribute $700 from their Tz’dakah 
collection to the organization Building Minds 
in Sudan. Their kind contribution was used to 
help build a school for students in Sebastian’s 
village, who previously studied under a tree, 
using their fingers as “pencils” and the soil at 
their feet as “paper” . . . Since then one school 
for boys and girls, 
grades 1-8, is complete 
with almost 900 
students, and is the 
largest school in the 
entire country. One 
more school, a school 
for girls, needs only 
two more rooms to be 
complete and already 
over 600 girls attend.

However, when the 
students go home to do 
their homework, their 
study time is very limited 
because there are no 
utilities- no lights in their 
tukuls (mud huts) for 
them to study at night 
and walk about.

During his last visit 
with our students 
in our Sukkah, 
Sebastian showed 
our students a device 
that can significantly 
change this situation, 
providing the students 
(and their families) 
with light in their huts:  
An Inflatable Sunlight 
Rechargeable Solar 
Lantern. It is placed 
outside to recharge 
during the day; and 
brought in after 
sunset to provide 
light during the night.

Our goal this year is to help provide between 
200-300 of these lanterns (there is the need for 
1,000) to the students in Sebastian’s village.
We will appreciate any contribution that will 
help us reach this goal.
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JEWISH VALUES  AND THE 
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

a Shalom Hartman Institute 
iEngage Video Lecture Series

6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Nov.6, 20, Dec. 4, 18,  Jan. 8, 22, Feb. 5, 26, 

Mar. 12, 26, Apr. 9, 23

This is the third Hartman video lecture series 
that we have offered. If you have attended 
before, you know how stimulating these 
are and if you have not participated before 
you are in for a treat. Needless to say, the 
topic is one of the most controversial in 
the Jewish world today. Each evening is a 
combination of a video lecture, explanation 
by the Rabbis, and small group discussion.

The fee for the entire series (12 sessions!) 
is $36 for members and $50 for non-
members. There is also a $20 charge for the 
text book.  

Be forewarned, these classes have been 
sold out each time that they have been 
offered, so make sure to register early 
to ensure your place. You can register 
on www.tsinai.org.

A perfect gift for Thanksgiving, 
Chanukah, and other occasions
Our school will continue to provide our temple 
members (and other interested people) with the 
opportunity to purchase beautiful candles made 
in the city of Tzfat (Safed). We will begin to sell 
Shabbat and pillar candles before Thanksgiving 
(Sunday, Nov. 19); and will continue with 
the selling of Chanukah, Shabbat, and pillar 
candles on Sunday, Dec. 3, during our annual 
Chanukah Bazaar and till Sunday, Dec. 10.  

November Schedule of Events
Friday, Nov. 3: Family Service at 6:00 p.m. 

followed by Shabbat with Friends and 
Congregant Dinner. Students of 

 our 6th grade class will participate in 
leading the service.

Sunday, Nov. 5: Daylight Saving begins; 
Sprouts

Friday, Nov. 10: Young Family service           
(6:00 p.m.), featuring our first grade class, 
followed by Shabbat dinner.

Sunday, Nov. 12:  4th grade program with 
parents (grandparents are welcome)

Wednesday, Nov. 15:  Bogrim (6:00-7:15 p.m.)
Saturday, Nov. 18:  Temple Sinai Gala event
Sunday, Nov. 19:  5th grade program with 

parents (grandparents are welcome); 
Sprouts

Wednesday, Nov. 22:  No School 
(Thanksgiving recess) 

Sunday, Nov. 26:  No School or Kesher 
(Thanksgiving recess)

              

Adult Education

Contacting The Rabbis

Please let the temple office (381-6890) know of 
any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that 
the Rabbis and the congregation can respond ap-
propriately. Also, remember not to schedule any 
life cycle events at which Rabbi Katz or Rabbi Till 
will be present without speaking to them first. 

To reach Rabbi Katz in an emergency, please 
call both his home phone (872-6722) and his cell 
phone 
(233-8028). To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, 
please call her cell phone (355-0192). 

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. We ask 
temple members who are aware that one of our  
members is in a hospital to please call the Temple 
Sinai office so that one of our Rabbis may visit them.   



Within our Family
In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of:
Betinna Johnson, sister of Chris Schnaufer
Monroe Hordon, temple member
Lois Bessette, wife of Ed Bessette
Granville Burtis Chambers, father of Jeannette 

Chambers
The Temple family extends its heartfelt 
sympathy to the families.
Mazal Tov to…
Sidney and Debbie Farber on the birth of 

grandson Dylan Jacob Greco, son of Becky 
and Bill Greco

Ed and Bess Lewis on the birth of grandson 
Graham Lewis Gilbert, son of Molly and 
Dan Gilbert

Todah Rabah to…
Monika Katzel, Elise Rosenfeld and Ellie Kriger 

for their donation to the Rosh Hashanah 
Food Basket project.

Welcome New Members…
Rich and Patty Yarmel
Lior and Katherine Greenberg and daughters 

Ella and Naomi
Linda Platt and son Sol
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6 Be part of the Sinai Community! 
Join our service as our B'not Mitzvah lead us in worship.

Allison
Fried

November 11,
10:30 a.m.

service
Daughter of
Adam and

Janine Fried

Paige
Donhauser
November 4,

10:30 a.m.
service

Daughter of
Jeannette
Chambers

We are 
celebrating 
the 50th 
Anniversary 
of the Temple 
Sinai Building 
with a 
Homecoming 
Gala on 
Saturday, 
November 18. 
The festivities 
start at 6:00 p.m. with appetizers 
and cash bar, featuring a signature 
“Gala Cocktail.” Dinner will be served 
at 7:00 p.m. with dessert and coffee 
to follow. There will be several fund-
raising opportunities available before 
and during the Gala, including different 
levels of tickets prices. Every level above 
“freshman” includes a donation to Temple 
Sinai. We hope that you will come join 
us as we celebrate our history and look 
forward to our future. 

As anyone who has ever lived in a 50-year 
old home knows (or even much younger 
than that), there's always something that 
needs to be fixed or attended to. Our 
temple home is no different, so as we 
prepare to celebrate its 50th anniversary, 
we have put together a wish list of items 
and services that are needed. Please visit 
it on the website, at tsinai.org, and choose 
something you would like to donate to 
keep our building welcoming for future 
generations.

SAWCY 

SAWCY is full of opportunities to have fun, give 
back and perform tzedakah, collaborate with 
RATSY, cook traditional Jewish goodies as well 
as learn about each other. Please check out the 
SAWCY bulletin board outside the temple office 
and Facebook page (under groups "SAWCY") for 
updated event information now and throughout 
the year. Please feel free to contact Diana Seroski 
with any questions: sawcy18@gmail.com.

YOUTH CORNER



November 2017 Calendar

6 7 8 9 10 11

12 1413 15 16 17 18

19

Erev Shabbat  
Family Service with 
Birthday Blessings 
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Dinner 
with Friends 
7:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: 
Vayera
Genesis 18.1-22.24

20

      Sunday      Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

24

26

25

4

5

21 22

1 2 3

23

Young Family 
Service followed by 
dinner 6:00 p.m.
Schmoozin' Shabbat 
6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: 
Chaye Sarah
Genesis 23.1-25.18

Erev Shabbat 
Service 6:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion: 
Toldot
Genesis 25.19-29.9

OFFICE CLOSED
Erev Shabbat 
Service 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: 
Vayetze
Genesis 28.10-32.3

2827

Daytime Book 
Group 10:00 a.m.
School in Session
Bogrim 6:00 p.m.
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.
Schmoozin’ Study 
Hall 7:00 p.m.

Rochester 
Regional Coalition 
against Human 
Trafficking 
4:00 p.m.
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

School in Session
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.

Torah Study 
9:15 a.m.  
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m. 

RATSY Fall Shul-In
Torah Study 
9:15 a.m.  
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m. 

Fall Kallah
Torah Study 
9:15 a.m.  
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m. 
Homecoming Gala 
6:00 p.m.

Torah Study 
9:15 a.m.  
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.

 

on 11/3

 Bi
rthday

  

Blessings

School in Session
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m. 
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

School in Session Religious Practices 
Committee 7:00 p.m.

School in Session
4th Grade Program
9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School  
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

Membership 
Committee 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Board of Trustees 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

School in Session
A Bazaar Night of 
Crafting - RATSY
6:00 p.m.
Women's 
Chavurah & 
Hadassah 
Program 
7:00 p.m.

29 30

School in Session
5th Grade Program
Sprouts 9:30 a.m. 
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon School 
12:00 p.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL
NO ADULT ED
NO KESHER

December Erev Shabbat Services

Dec. 1    Erev Shabbat Family Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

Dec. 8  Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m. 

Dec. 15  Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 22  Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

Dec. 29  Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m.

Thanksgiving
OFFICE CLOSED
Interfaith 
Thanksgiving 
Service at First 
Unitarian Church 
11:00 a.m. 
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November 3 & 4
Ronni Abramovitz                 
Blanche Edison                 
Yetta Ehrlich                 
Wolf Feygin                 
Sol Fletcher                 
Helen Forchheimer                 
Arline Forman                 
Alice Geiger                 
Anna Goldman                 
Haskell Goldstein                 
Jacob Gould                 
Nellie Gross                 
Morton Hare                 
Ruth Brooks Helfand                 
Seena Hoffman                 
Mary Israel                 
Anthony Kantor                 
Harry Kruskall                 
Manuel Lederman                 
Fanya Lemberskaya                 
Bruce Major                 
Elaine Marblestone                 
Carmella Mastrella                 
Dorothy Zaretsky 
Rooth                 
Beatrice Rose                 
Solomon Saltiel                 
Theodore Silverstein                 
Laura Skully                 
Jan Stam                 
Deborah Wittenberg                 

November 10 & 11
Charles August
Madeleine August
Harry Behrman
Sheila Burton

Frederick Deutscher
Mary Dressner
Zelda Druce
William Dworkin
James Eichner
Richard Friedlander
Molly Garson
Mary Ghory
Solomon Gold
Sadie Goldshine
Ethel Goldstein
Joel Greenberg
Samuel Gross
Yuda Gurevich
Stanley Handelman
Ida Harf
Oscar Jay Krasner
Diane Latta
Charles Lestin
Clifford Lovenheim
Ethel Rosen
Paul Rosenhack
Solomon Saltiel
Anne Slawetsky
Doris Weiner
Joseph Weiner
Joan Yessenow

November 17 & 18
Elaine Adler
Samuel Agins
Leon Alent
Diane Epstein
Jacob Gerber
James Holzbach
Miriam Kassick
Mary Kruskall

Evan Leit
Gladys Less
Theodore Levey
Willard R Lisson
Tobie Loeb
Earl Lovenheim
Eleanor Kantor
Melvin Neisner
Samuel N. Paulin
Richard Rudolph
Brian Salerno
Saul Skerker
Philip Stark
Jonathan Taub

November 24 & 25
Leah Albaum
Barbara Balsom
Sylvia Berkowitz
Harry Berman
Ernest Brownell, Jr.
William W. Cohn
Dolores Fried
Leonard Getler
Paula Ginsburg
Evelyn Greenfield
Maureen Highfield
Harriet Leventhal
Marshall Levine
Linda Lieberman
Sukesh Polly Miglani
Harold Nussbaum
Edwin Olsan
Rhea Poserow
Sam Poserow
Sam Rockford
Murray Rosenfeld

Barbara Rubin
Mildred Schiller
William Silver
Seyna Tseytlina
Sylvia Utell

December 1 & 2
Stanley Abrams
Gerald Berg
Calvin Berger
Murray Berlowitz
Mindy Dennis
Lillian Dollinger
Lorrayne Dorfman
Stuart Epstein
Philip Fain
Sylvia Feingold
Ella Feygin
Eileen Gerber
Renee Gimple
Polina Ginzburg
Samuel Guest
Donald F. Hogan
Ethel Hyman
Phyllis Kaplan
Samuel Nitzberg
Sima Novozhenets
Dorothy Paganelli
Irma Pekurovsky
Sydney Phillips
Sidney Rayburn
Martin Rosenberg
Bernard Rudnick
Robert R. Smith
Herman Supnick
Leonard Tebor
Guido Troiano               

Temple Contacts
Rabbis   
Alan J. Katz   rabbikatz@tsinai.org
Debbi Till  rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Education Director 
Ilan Adar  iadar@tsinai.org
Cantorial Soloist 
Elise Wojciechowski
Executive Director
Jerry Elman jelman@tsinai.org

                                        Officers
 President 
 Blanche Fenster

 Secretary 
 Renee Brownstein

Vice Presidents:
Administration Keith Greer
Congregant Connections Carol Yunker
Finance Victor Poleshuck
Education Barb Snyderman & Bari Wexler
Religious Practices Ellen Goldenberg
Youth Initiatives Eric Rozen
Caring Community & Social Action
Anne Ghory-Goodman
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Habitat Pie Sale
Do Good While Eating Great!! 

Get Your Orders in by Monday, 
November 6th

Temple Sinai has been a partner in the Habitat 
Interfaith Partnership which builds Habitat Homes 
in Rochester. Each November we sell pies with 
the profits going towards Habitat. The pies are 
homemade from scratch at Kelly’s Fruit Farm in 
Hilton from fruit grown on their farm. The pies 
are made with vegetable shortening and have no 
preservatives. The pies are exceptionally delicious 
and weigh 4 1/2 pounds each. The pies cost $17 
each and come in the following flavors: Apple 
Crumb, Apple Raspberry, Pumpkin and Apple-
Cranberry- Raspberry. The Apple Crisp loaf weighs 2 
1/2 pounds and costs $12.75. 
       
Please fill out the order form and return to the 
Temple Office with checks made out to Temple 
Sinai by Monday November 6. The pies can be 
picked up at the temple on Tuesday November 21 
from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Please contact Ron Newman at 385-5675 or 
newmanruns@gmail.com for further information.

PIE ORDER FORM FOR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

     Flavor                       Quantity            Cost

 Apple Crumb $17

 Apple Raspberry $17

 Pumpkin $17

 Apple-Cranberry- 
 Raspberry $17

 Apple Crisp Loaf $12.75
In lieu of, or in addition to pies, 
I would like to make a donation 
to Habitat

    TOTAL 

 Name: __________________________________________

 Phone: __________________________________________

 Cell: ____________________________________________

 E-mail:__________________________________________

Make checks payable to Temple Sinai

BIGGER THAN EVER
TEMPLE SINAI’S 

CHANUKAH 
HAPPENING 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2017 
TEMPLE SOCIAL HALL 
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

GIFTS GALORE FOR ALL AGES
Featuring artists, 

craftsmen, vendors

Jewelry, skin care products, 
photography, handcrafted glass, 

knitwear, pottery, giftware
Judaica & Israel items, Social 

Action and Community Outreach, 
Religious School & Youth Group 
fundraisers, tchotchkes and more

SHOPPING FOR STUDENTS
Stuffed animals, trinkets, novelties

Little gift items for the family
Big selection/small prices

Sunday School classes will visit
Stop by with your student or 

send them with gelt.

Interested in participating as a  
vendor? No charge for Sinai 
members or $25 table charge for 
non-members. Contact Monika  
Katzel through Temple or 
lesterkatzel@earthlink.net by   
Nov. 27th

SAVE DECEMBER 3RD 
FOR THIS BIG 

1-STOP HOLIDAY 
SHOPPING EVENT!!
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"HEROES AND VILLAINS: 
AN INTERACTIVE HISTORY 
OF MEDICINE IN AMERICA"

Presented by
Storyteller Marilyn Rosen

Wednesday, November 29
7:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai

Riots, deception, legitimate and illegitimate 
science, aristocratic villains and drug addicted 
heroes . . . who knew these were all part 
of the evolution of medicine as we know it 
here in the USA? Marilyn Rosen, storyteller 
and former Reference Librarian at the U of 
R Medical School, has transformed the book 
SEEKING THE CURE: THE HISTORY OF 
MEDICINE IN AMERICA by Ira Rutkow 
into a storytelling experience that depends on 
audience involvement. Participants need only 
bring their voice, their imagination, and their 
enthusiasm! This program was last produced at 
the Rochester Fringe Festival in 2016.

PLEASE RSVP BY NOVEMBER 26th TO CAROL 
YUNKER AT VPKelly@aol.com OR 385-3910. 
There is no charge for this program, guests are 
welcome and refreshments will be served. 

AND, AS ALWAYS, NOT FOR WOMEN ONLY!!!

THE TEMPLE SINAI WOMEN'S 
CHAVURAH AND 

THE ROCHESTER CHAPTER OF 
HADASSAH

INVITE YOU TO A SPECIAL PROGRAM:

College Connection  
Temple Sinai wants to remain connected with our 
congregation’s undergraduate college students. 
Each year students receive two holiday packages 
at school. It's always fun to receive packages 
when you are away from home, and we would 
like to be a part of that experience for your student!

Because college addresses change frequently, 
the College Connection Committee starts a new 
list every year, so it is important to contact us 
even if a student was on last year’s list. Parents of 
undergraduate college students should email the 
temple at jschachter@tsinai.org or call the temple 
office, 381-6890, with the student’s college contact 
information and email addresses. Postage is 
costly and an accurate address ensures that your 
student will receive the packages meant to help 
them celebrate holidays away from home. Please 
note that we can only send packages to students 
at colleges within the United States.

If you would like to be involved with this fun 
committee, please email Joyce Schachter at 
jschachter@tsinai.org or call the temple office at 
381-6890.

College students are encouraged to keep in touch  
with Rabbi Katz or Rabbi Till at any time. They 
would love to hear from you! Their email addresses  
are rabbikatz@tsinai.org and rabbitill@tsinai.org.

Two dozen men and women came together at temple 
in September for our Partying with Paint event. 
Thank you to the Women’s Chavurah for sponsoring 
this, and so many other wonderful events.
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Our thanks go out to Barbara 
Lovenheim who started writing our 
Sfarim Book Reviews in 2006. After 75 
reviews, Barbara will be starting her 
next adventure as Chair of the Monroe 
Community College Board of Trustees. 
Barbara, we wish you the best!

In Ellen Umansky’s book titled The 
Fortunate Ones: A Novel, the central image is The 
Bellhop, a painting by Chaim Soutine (1893-1943).  
The artist was a Russian Jew who lived in Paris 
and was part of the expressionist movement. The 
painting in the novel “is an amalgam of Soutine’s 
bellhops.

The painting was purchased by Charlotte and Wolfe 
Zimmer when they were on a business trip to Paris. At 
the beginning of the book, it hangs in Charlotte’s sick 
room, constantly viewed by her children. “Rose had not 
changed her mind. She still thought the portrait ugly, 
but she couldn’t stop looking at it.”

It is 1936, and the Nazis are in Vienna, and the Zimmers 
have successfully bought a place for their children on 
the kindertransport to England. Rose is eleven as she says 
goodbye to her parents. Her mother says, “I packed my 
blue scarf with the birds that you like.” This is all she has 
from her parents whom she will never see again. The 
parents eventually go to Theresienstadt while Rose lives 
with the Cohen family. They are orthodox Jews and 
have little empathy with her situation.

Rose’s story is not linear; it meshes with Lizzie Goldstein 
whose family acquired The Bellhop after the war. The 
painting was stolen from the Goldstein home when 
Lizzie and her sister Sarah had a party. Their father 
Joseph, an ophthalmologist, was implicated in the theft 
but never convicted. The painting disappeared.

Rose and Lizzie meet in Los Angeles after both go 
through a variety of experiences. Rose marries Thomas 
Downes and becomes a teacher at  Eastgate, a posh 
private school for girls. Lizzie is a lawyer who is trying 
to make sense of her life after both her parents die. The 
women form a bond around the painting that has been 
part of both their lives. 

Umansky creates chapters that move forward and 
backward in time to establish plot and expand 
characters. She also has early chapters about Rose and 
then about Lizzie. Later in the novel, she brings the 
two women together and shows how they have many 
parallels. Both women carry guilt feelings: Rose because 
she survived when so many did not, and Lizzie for the 
loss of the painting. Each grew up with the painting, lost 
it, and continually attempt to find it.

Shabbat Dinner with Friends
Join us on Friday November 3rd for Shabbat 
Dinner with Friends. The weather is 
starting to change and we're thinking 
about soup and comfort food, so we will 
have an assortment of hearty soups, tasty 
salads and macaroni and cheese.

Does it get more comforting than that?

GOING AWAY FOR THE WINTER?
If you know you are going away, please contact 
jschachter@tsinai.org or call the office at 381-
6890. Let us know the dates you will be away. If 
you would like us to send the bulletin, give us 
your winter address and we will make sure to 
send it. If you would like to access the bulletin 
online instead, please do so by visiting tsinai.org.

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOUR BULLETIN 
IS RETURNED TO US, WE WILL NOT SEND 
ONE AGAIN UNTIL YOU INFORM US THAT 
YOU ARE BACK IN TOWN. PLEASE HELP US 
SAVE MONEY BY CONTACTING US TODAY!

ONEG CELEBRATION
Please join us on Friday, 

November 10, 2017 for a 
special oneg as we celebrate 
all November anniversaries

Sponsored by 
Marilyn & Remy Fenster 

and

Joyce & Charlie Schachter

Umansky incorporates ironic twists to 
the plot such as the friendship between 
Lizzie’s father Joseph and Rose, and 
Lizzie’s love affair with Max, her father’s 
dear friend. The complications add to 
the final scenes where Rose and Lizzie 
confront each other and themselves in a 
direct and honest way.

This is a story about World War II and 
the disruption of families that stretches far after the 
fighting is finished and the peace treaties are signed. It is 
also about the power of art to fill emptiness in the human 
heart and to stir memories that are important to healing.



HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL
H

ig
h
 H

o
ly

 D
ay

 C
o
n
tr

ib
u
ti

o
n
s

14

High Holy Days 
Info and Thanks
The High Holy Day sermons of Rabbi Katz 
and Rabbi Till are available on our temple 
website at tsinai.org.

Almost one ton of food was collected 
for the Brighton Food Cupboard during 
the  High Holy Days. Thank you to all 
our generous donors and to RATSY for 
organizing the collection. 

A huge thank you to our 2017 Movers 
and Schleppers, pictured here, who 
turned the JCC into a wonderful place to 
worship the High Holy Days.

Rosh Hashana Food 
Basket Project
Bringing joy & friendship to others

Thank you to over forty volunteers for making 
a positive difference in the lives of others. 

Thank you to:  
• Temple Sinai members for your generous 

donations.
• Temple Sinai Women's Chavurah.
• Elise Rosenfeld for shopping and 

coordinating groceries.
• Biffy Borg for coordinating maps and our 

drivers.
• Jackie Ebner for coordinating the wrapping 

of boxes.
• Pearl Cytryn for shopping and coordinating 

food.
• Ellie Krieger for being the best “chicken 

lady.” 
• Michalene Elliott Kinsler for creating the  

maps.                                        
• Lori Conway for produce shopping.           
• Arlene Schenker for produce shopping.
•  Our volunteers for wrapping, assembling, 

and delivering food baskets. 
• Bev Groden for writing thank you notes.
•  Lindsey Hagan's fourth grade class and 

Nancy Kraus's fifth grade class for making 
Rosh Hashana cards for the food baskets.      

• Special thanks to Joyce Schachter and Jerry 
Elman.

Thank you to the following businesses for 
their support and contributions:
   Wegmans                       Tops Grocery   
   Brownsteins Bakery    Paul Schreiner    
   Seneca Vegetable          Lagoner Farms 
   Jill Orbach                     Vandewalle Fruit Farms 
   E.Vercruysse & Sons Farms 

A special thanks to the following Temple members 
who have so generously donated to the Temple 
Sinai High Holy Days Appeal. Donations listed 
below were received by 10/10/17.

A donation has been made by:
Barbara and Allen Mendler
Bonnie Hughes and Ed Muszynski
Bob and Paula Zeman
Karen and Ron Newman
Eric and Beth Brewer
Susan and Richard Rizzo

In memory of:
Abraham and Betty Rifkin by Marsha Rifkin & 

Abby Urban-Rifkin
Frank and Leah Donsky, by Paula Tantillo
Founders Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Olsan, by Tobie and 

John Olsan
Lawrence Lapidus, by Lois Lapidus

In honor of:
The temple staff and all they do, by Jerry and Janet 

Elman
Rabbis Katz and Till, by Eric and Marcia Birken
Our wonderful new Jewish Community, by Marsha 

and Dave Boelio
Rabbi and Jan Katz, by Irving and Gloria Rosenstein
The birth of our grandson Graham Lewis Gilbert by 

Bess and Ed Lewis
Lew Jones, by Janet Irwin

In appreciation of:
Our beautiful High Holy Day services, by Judy and 
Allan Schwartz
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MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND
In memory of

Robert Major, by Jo-Ann Hussion
In honor of

Jan Katz’s continued education, by Noreen Salerno
Lindsay Steinberg & Warren McGrail joining 

Temple Sinai, by Elizabeth Steinberg 
In appreciation of

Les & Monika Katzel, by Elizabeth Steinberg 
A donation has been made by Leslie Abramovitz

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of

Robert Algase, by Michael & Elizabeth Algase
Joseph Algase, by Michael & Elizabeth Algase
Joseph Gorin, by Marilyn Feldman

RAIHN FUND
In memory of

Brian Salerno, by Noreen Salerno

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In memory of

Mildred Demchick, by Phyllis & Scott Wagner

DICK SCHONFELD 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In memory of
Joseph Ghory, by Ward Ghory & Anne Ghory-

Goodman
Louis Elman, by Jerry & Janet Elman
Rachel Elman, by Jerry & Janet Elman

 TORAH RESTORATION FUND
In memory of

Edward Richmond, by Paul & Cheryl Aloi
In honor of

Carol Goldsmith, Liz Ornstein, Peggy Cherkasky 
& Bernice Fraum, by Ellen Goldenberg

WINDOWS OF LIGHT FUND
In memory of

Annette Newman, by Ron & Karen Newman
In honor of

Ed Muszynski’s retirement, by Ron & Karen 
Newman

For information about these funds, go to our website:  
www.tsinai.org/About Us/Contributions/

Tributes received after October 10th will be recognized 
in the December bulletin 

RABBI KATZ’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of

Joseph Lipton, by Florence Drexler
Marivic Lipton, by Florence Drexler
Jacob Lazier, by Joseph & Jeni Behrman
Lois Bessette, by Ed Bessette, Maureen Bessette, 

Roberta Bessette
Robert Algase, by Michael & Elizabeth Algase
Joseph Algase, by Michael & Elizabeth Algase
Bertha Skerker-Stone, by Allan Skerker
Eric Silbermann, by Steve & Susan Silbermann
Paulene Rosnick, by Sandra Frankel
Leonid Rubin, by Berta Rubin

In appreciation of
Rabbi Katz for all that you do for the 

congregation, by Liz Ornstein
Rabbi Katz, by Al & Pamela Benjamin

RABBI TILL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of

Allen Rosenberg, by Tziporah Rosenberg
Bertha Skerker-Stone, by Allen Skerker

In appreciation of
Rabbi Till's incredible spiritual leadership in 

our mourning Maggie and always, by Gregg 
Herman

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of

Hyman Levin, by Phyllis Rosen

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of

Bernard Resch, by Keith & Carol Greer
Michael Bondy, by Peter & Sue Bondy
Leo Smith, by Peter & Sue Bondy
Bettina Johnson, by Vicki & Tom Finnefrock

In honor of
Joyce Schachter’s special birthday, by Carol & 

Michael Yunker, Monika & Les Katzel

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In memory of

Peter Berenbaum, by Khaim Berenbaum
Irving Norry, by Deborah Ronnen
Sima Novozhenets, by Isaak & Nina Rivshin
Polina Ginzburg, by Isaak & Nina Rivshin
Lea Litmanovich, by Khaim & Zella Berenbaum
Fanya Shablya, by Zina Lyubchanskaya
A donation has been made by Jackie Buff

LIBRARY FUND
In memory of

Harry Kushner, by Phyllis Rosen
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Chanukah Celebration: 
Save the Date!

You may have turkey and stuffing on 
your mind, but it's not too early to mark

your calendars for the always popular

Temple Chanukah 
Dinner and Celebration

Friday, December 15
Dinner at 5:30 p.m. followed by 
tableside Shabbat service and 

Chanukah celebration

Look for a reservation form in  the 
December bulletin.

About 50 
people 
gathered on 
a beautiful 
evening in 
October for 

Martinis 
in the 
Sukkah


