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The Board of Trustees invites you to attend the Annual Meeting at Temple Sinai on Thursday,
June 22, 2017 in the Social Hall. Come enjoy refreshments at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will
begin at 7:30 p.m. The agenda for the evening:
• Opening Prayer
JUNE
• Rabbi’s Report
• Education Director’s Report
• President’s Message
• Presentation of the Temple 2017-2018 Budget
• Nominating Committee Report
• Election of Officers and Trustees

22

Hearing Loop
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"If you are not a better person
tomorrow than you are today, what
need have you for a tomorrow?"
– Rebbe Nachman of Breslov

Judaism teaches us that the purpose of
human life is to improve ourselves through a
combination of careful examination, honesty
and hard work. We are told it is why God gives
us today and tomorrow – to see what “is” in
relationship to what “might yet be.” While this
concept is often reserved for High Holy day
consideration, it resonated as I was recently
reminded that I am approaching my one year
mark at Temple Sinai….which seems to have
crept up remarkably quickly!

Rabbi’s Message

Like you, I have read many of those pieces
about time: not wasting it, spending it wisely,
cherishing it, but never especially cared for the
“time goes by faster when you get older” adage
which just sounded cynical. Others have said,
“time flies when you’re having fun” which
is much easier to accept. A year later, while
I can now appreciate the wisdom of both, I
would add that time for me has been enriched
infinitely by being a part of Temple life and I
thank you.
To the many of you who share your time and
energy to ensure our Temple membership is
robust and that needs are met, thank you. To
you who set up, clean up, prepare and feed
innumerable groups of people (often!), you
nourish this community on numerous levels
and make it a heimish (warm, cozy, down to
earth) place to be.
Each week as I see the students, teachers,
madrichim and leaders in the School of Jewish
Life and Learning, I am encouraged to see
so many committed and enthusiastic Jewish
learners exploring Judaism. As SAWCY &
RATSY (our youth groups) members meet,
plan and enjoy events together locally and
regionally, I look forward to seeing what they
are building for our youth.
Adult Education students with whom I have
had the pleasure of learning, and who span
the gamut in age, stage, expertise, breadth of

Jewish knowledge and
life experience, you have
confirmed that Jewish
thought and teachings
are as relevant today as
they were hundreds of
years ago. Thank you, I
am inspired each time we
study together.
The unwavering commitment to Social Action
at Temple Sinai as evidenced by the countless
numbers of you who assist with RAIHN, food
collections, advocacy, education, tutoring and
outreach on many levels is the very finest of
Rebbe Nachman’s teaching in motion, ensuring
a better tomorrow.
To those who consider how we worship and
approach religious practice at Temple Sinai, you
have been thoughtful and thought-provoking.
Your willingness to consider what is best in
prayer, practice, for accessibility and inclusion
for the diverse and ever-changing needs in our
community is affirming and generous-spirited.
To all who have welcomed my family and
me with generosity, kindness, humor, and
friendship, thank you. As I look back over this
past year, I know better and appreciate more
deeply you, my colleagues and co-workers with
whom I work each day, and all of you with
whom I study, pray, engage and endeavor.
Temple Sinai is a unique and sacred place
predicated on Jewish values, respect, diversity
--- if Rebbe Nachman were here today, I would
tell him that I am indeed a better person today
than I was a year ago from what I have learned,
explored, debated, celebrated, experienced,
mourned and been invited to share with so
many of you. I would in my next breath tell him
how profoundly grateful I am for this past year
and share my excitement for what lies ahead for
tomorrow.
With my every best wish for a relaxing,
rejuvenating and meaningful summer.
Shalom,

Rabbi Debbi Till

This is my 36th and final article in this space.
On July 1st, Blanche Fenster will succeed me as
president and I know that Sinai will be in very
capable hands.
Three years ago, the idea of writing an article
every month was very daunting. I couldn’t
imagine what I would have to say, and feared
repeating myself over and over. But that fear
was for naught; I have enjoyed having the
opportunity to share with you my joys, sorrows
and thoughts on a variety of matters. And even
better has been when one of you commented
on something I wrote, and told me that you
enjoyed it – to know that someone besides my
husband was reading what I had written.
I am not going to use this opportunity to
say goodbye, because I’m really not going
anywhere, (though I do have two friends
moving to Florida this month, and that is
making me sad), but to say thank you.

Thank you to everyone who has agreed to
work on a committee when I have asked, and it
seems as though there have been quite a few of
those. There was the professional staff structure
committee that met after Rabbi Sapowith left to
determine how to best replace her and the one
that is meeting now, working on how to replace
our cantorial soloist, Elise Wojciechowski.
Every year the president selects a nominating
committee that works hard to fill our officers
and trustee positions with the best candidates.
There was the search committee that found us
our wonderful new Associate Rabbi, Rabbi Till.
And let’s not forget the committee that brought
us the Great Mishpocha gala of a couple of
years ago nor the volunteers that worked with
me this year to plan and transform the former
monthly Shabbat potluck dinners into the new

Thank you to everyone
that has volunteered
on one of our standing
committees, such as
the Building, Religious
Practices, Social Action, Women’s Chavurah,
Accessibility and Inclusion, Mitzvah
Connections, Literacy Group, College
Connections, Library, RAIHN, Men’s Club,
Membership and School of Jewish Life and
Learning committees. These committees do
the work that makes Sinai the caring, vibrant
community it is. They have organized programs
like the recent lecture by David Cay Johnston
on the First Amendment, weekly tutoring in
the Rochester City School District, opening our
doors four times a year to homeless families
and other programs and events, too numerous
to mention individually. If you have worked
on a committee that I failed to mention, it is not
that I don’t value the work you have done but
was rather an inadvertent oversight.
Thank you to our custodians who do so much
work behind the scenes, making sure that tables
and chairs are set up for all our events and
programs and cleaning up afterwards.
Thank you to our administrative staff, Jerry
Elman, Holly Woloshyn and Joyce Schachter
who keep everything running smoothly and
provide the support for countless volunteers
and the programs they organize.
And finally, thank you to our phenomenal
professional staff, Rabbi Katz, Rabbi Till, Ilan
Adar and Elise Wojciechowski. They provide
the spiritual and educational leadership that
makes Temple Sinai a truly special place.
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as
your president, and I thank each of you for that
opportunity.

Sue Bondy

See what's on the menu at our website: www.tsinai.org
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President’s Message

Thank you to everyone who has served as an
officer or on the Board of Trustees for the last
three years. You have been thoughtful, caring
and hardworking, often challenging me, to
make sure that together we made the best
decisions possible for our congregation.

Shabbat with Friends
dinners.

School of Jewish
Life and Learning
Pinat Ha-Talmid

4

(The Student Corner)
By Ilan D. Adar,
Education Director

The School of Jewish Life & Learning year is
over. The classrooms are quiet from the lovely
and busy sound of our students. The teachers
are “rolling up their sleeves” for the task of
cleaning and organizing their classrooms. And
in the office we begin getting ready for the 201718 school year . . .!!
During the 2016-17 school year we provided
Jewish education and experiences to 183
students; our teachers were assisted by 43
Madrichim and Madrichot; and we continued
our partnership with Dorot school from
Modiin, Israel.

Youth & Education

Thank you:

...to our SJLL Committee for organizing our
annual Staff Appreciation Dinner.

Subsidies for Programs in Israel

This year our Temple will provide 11 teens
with a $1000 subsidy (each) to participate in a
summer program in Israel:
• Seven will participate in the Federation’s
Journey for Identity (JFI)
• Three will participate in the Camp Seneca
Lake in Israel program
• One has attended the Heller High School
program in Israel
Please let us know if you would like to receive
more information about the wonderful subsidy
programs we have for our teens going to Israel.

Subsidies for Attending URJ
Summer Camps

In addition to providing subsidies for attending
programs in Israel, our Temple also provides
subsidies for attending URJ Summer Camps.
Please let us know if you plan on sending your
child/ren to any of these camps.

It Happened in May

On Friday, May 5, we were all proud to
experience our fifth grade students leading a
beautiful Erev Shabbat service. We thank their
teacher Mrs. Nancy Kraus and their Madrichim

and Madrichot for preparing their students.
A day later on Saturday, May 6, we experienced
it again, this time with our fourth grade
students leading Shabbat afternoon service.
On Sunday, May 7, our students, their parents,
and other members of our Temple braved the
cloudy and drizzly weather to perform Mitzvot
during our annual Mitzvah Day. This year we
sang along with the residents of Brookdale of
Brighton; helped the Food Shelf of Penfield;
did yard work at Wild Wings Sanctuary; went
on a historic tour of Jewish plots at Mt. Hope;
cleaned our Temple; and did some yard work
outside our Temple.
On Saturday, May 13, our third grade students
and their families gathered in our Sanctuary for
their Siyum Shlav Aleph service and ceremony.
This event marked the conclusion of the first
step in the students’ reading of Hebrew text;
and the beginning of learning Jewish prayer
from the siddur (prayer book). At the end of
the service the students received a special gift
from their parents: their own copy of our prayer
book “Mishkan T’filah.” The event concluded
with Havdalah ritual and pot-luck dinner. The
following day we gathered in our Social Hall to
celebrate our annual Mothers' and Others' Day.
During the last day of school, Sunday, May
21, our seventh grade students and parents
gathered in our Social Hall for a special
Advancement program. The program included
information about our Kesher program; the
Federation’s Jewish Education of Rochester
New York (JERNY) program; and provided
time for the students to tell about their Mitzvah
projects done throughout the year.
In addition to the seventh grade program we
also conducted our End of the Year Assembly.
We all gathered in the Sanctuary to say
“goodbye” to our seventh grade students,
and “see you next year as Madrichim;” we
provided certificates of Perfect Attendance and
for attending more than the expected number of
services; and we said thank you to our teachers
and Madrichim for a great year of education.
The month of May ended with the Erev Shavuot
service and Confirmation Ceremony. This year
twelve tenth grade students were confirmed. We
thank our 10th grade parents for sponsoring and
organizing the oneg that followed the service.

Be part of the Sinai Community!

Join our service as our B'nai Mitzvah lead us in worship.

Ellis
Einbinder

June 3,
10:30 a.m.
(Off Premises)

June 17,
10:30 a.m.
service

Son of
David and
Pauline Rutberg

Son of
Andrew and
Annette Einbinder

Ava
Drew

Samuel
Stringer

June 10,
5:00 p.m.
service

June 24,
6:00 p.m.
service

Daughter of
Christopher and
Dana Drew

Son of
Michael Stringer and
Lisa Szczepanik

Contacting The Rabbis

It's Coming...

GET S’MORE SHABBAT! Service
nd

Friday June 2 at 6:00 p.m.
Bring your own picnic dinner;
everything else is supplied for you and....

SAVE THE DATE for the next

GET S'MORE SHABBAT!
Friday, September 8th at 6:00 p.m.
This is open to the entire community
and is a perfect opportunity to grow our
Temple family, so bring a friend or friends.
Everyone will enjoy a warm evening of
worship, good food and schmoozing
around a campfire. There will be a cook-out
dinner and s'mores. We'll do all the work,
but reservations will be required. Look for
more information in future bulletins and
Snippets.

Please let the Temple Office know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that the Rabbis
and the congregation can respond appropriately.
Also, remember not to schedule any life cycle
events at which Rabbi Katz or Rabbi Till will be
present without speaking to them first.
To reach Rabbi Katz in an emergency, please
call both his home phone (872-6722) and his
cell phone (233-8028). To reach Rabbi Till in an
emergency, please call her cell phone (355-0192).
It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. We ask
Temple members who are aware that one of our
members is in a hospital to please call the Temple
Sinai office so that one of our Rabbis may visit them.

Are you missing something?
Lost & found items are removed
from the office after 60 days.
Unclaimed items will be donated
to Goodwill.

Youth & Temple Life

Charles
Rutberg
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Within Our Family & Youth
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Within Our Family
In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of:
Barbara Locketz, mother of Leslie Locketz
Daniel Baieve, father of Chantal Loeb
The Temple family extends its heartfelt
sympathy to the families.
Mazal Tov to…
Jie Ting Tang for passing the February Bar
Exam. Mazal Tov also to husband Michael
Camiolo.
Ariana Diggory for her recent win in the
Columbia Scholastic Press Gold Circle
Awards program. Ariana won second place
in the Digital Media: Podcast category for
her researched opinion piece, “Bullying: My
View.”

SAWCY

YOUTH CORNER

SAWCY has two exciting events to tell you
about! On May 20th, SAWCY and RATSY had a
joint cooking event! We made kosher garbage
plates and yummy dessert! On June 4th at 1
p.m., SAWCY will be holding their end of the
year event: Escape the Room! We hope you can
join us - sign up information will be sent via
email shortly.
We invite all 6th-8th graders to attend our
last two event of the year. Please feel free to
contact Diana Seroski, SAWCY advisor at
dianapseroski@gmail.com.

RATSY
As the school year winds down and summer
approaches, it is with a mixed emotions that
RATSY prepares to bid farewell to its graduating
class. Following our final event on Wednesday,
June 10, at the Strong Museum, seniors Joshua
Fenster, Jordan Amstey, and Ariana Diggory
will be departing following their four-year
stay as members of RATSY. Josh, Jordan, and
Ariana have contributed mightily during their
membership in RATSY, with Josh serving as
President for the past two years, Jordan as
Programming Vice President, and Ariana as
Social Action Vice President. Our outgoing
members will be sorely missed, both as

Henry and Marlene Etlinger on birth of
grandson Orion Nachumbear Etlinger, son
of Tabitha and Daniel Etlinger
Lauren Lieberman who received the Alumni
Impact Award from Oregon State University.
She graduated from OSU in 1996 and started
Camp Abilities the same year at SUNY
Brockport.
Todah Rabah to…
Ward Ghory and Anne Ghory-Goodman for
their donation to the 2016 High Holy Day
Appeal
Blanche and Ed Fenster for their donation in
support of Shabbat With Friends Dinner in
memory of Bessie Fenster
Your ‘nachas’ is our ‘nachas.’ Email any good news
you would like to share with the congregation to
jschachter@tsinai.org.
members of RATSY and the Temple
Sinai community as a whole, but
we wish them well in their future
endeavors.
On May 20, RATSY members partnered with
SAWCY for a baking event, where members
of RATSY were taught a complex recipe and
worked together in perfecting it. The following
day, RATSY elected its new executive board,
a diverse group of teenagers looking forward
to giving their all in advancing and expanding
RATSY this upcoming year.
If you have any questions regarding RATSY
as an organization
or its programming,
please don’t hesitate
to contact advisor
Michael Pascutoi at
michael.pascutoi@
gmail.com or call him
at 585-831-4554.
Above, RATSY Bowling event. Below,
RATSY and BRIKTY at Spring Kallah.

June 2017 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

thday
Bir
B l e s si n g s
on 6/2
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Tuesday

July Erev Shabbat Services

Thursday

1

July 7: Erev Shabbat Family Service @ 6:00 p.m.
July 14: Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.
July 21: Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m.
July 28: Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

5

6

11

12

18

25

10th Grade
Confirmation Trip to
NYC
RATSY Program
4:00 p.m.

Wednesday

7

8

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

26

27

10th Grade
Confirmation Trip
to NYC

Rochester
Klezmer Band
Practice 7:00 p.m. Regional Coalition
Against Human
Trafficking
5:00 p.m.
Executive
Committee
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Klezmer Band
Practice 7:00 p.m.

28

Annual
Congregation
Meeting and
Dessert Reception
7:00 p.m.

29

Friday

2

Get S'more Shabbat
& We Could Not Be
Prouder Service
with Birthday
Blessings 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Naso
Numbers
4.21 – 7.89

9

Schmoozin'
Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat
Service 8:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Beha'alotecha
Numbers
8.1 – 12.16

16

Erev Shabbat
Service 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Shehlach
Numbers
13.1 – 15.41

23

Schmoozin'
Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat
Service 8:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Korach
Numbers
16.1 – 18.32

30

Erev Shabbat
Service 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Chukat
Numbers
19.1 – 22.1

Saturday

3

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service 10:30 a.m.
10th Grade
Confirmation Trip to
NYC

10

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Afternoon
Service 5:00 p.m.

17

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service 10:30 a.m.

24

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Afternoon
Service 6:00 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE:

THERE WILL BE
NO SHABBAT
MORNING
SERVICES DURING
THE MONTHS OF
JULY AND AUGUST.
SUMMER TORAH
STUDY WILL BE
HELD AT 9:00 a.m.
EVERY SATURDAY.
LOCATION TO BE
DETERMINED.
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Yahrzeits

The departed live on in the hearts of those who cherish their memory

Within Our Family

June 2 & 3

Ethel Agins
Rose Badaines
Albert Barnett
Yvette Benson
Morton Berger
Marian Berlowitz
Pauline Block
David Bodner
Arlen Brodsky
Suzanne Cameron
Harvey Denis
S. George DiGiovanni
Basya Falkovich
Sheindel Farbenblum
Elya Farbenblum
Pesl Farbenblum
William Feldman
Maurice Fleysher
Alexander Freedman
Ed Frindel
Albert Golden
Sam Goldensher
Sylvia Green
Lawrence Greer
Cecile Gross Fried
Florence Hutkoff
Isaac King
Carol Lederman
Samuel Leonard
Etta Levey
Jack Morse
Carole Nahmias
Andrew Neisner
Eileen Oseroff
Harold Rib
Gary Sandler
Judith Schneider
Maishe Schuster
Joseph Shattan
Hyman Shiffrin
Marsha Silberman
Abraham Silver
Minnie Spector

Phillip Stein
Marion Stern
Evelyn Stoler
Pearl Stone
Mildred Weiner
Joseph Weiner
Estherbelle Zacher
Allan Zeldman
Pearl Zwart

June 9 & 10

Alec Alpert
Ruth Battler
Molly Bodner
Doris Cherkasky
Betty Fischer
Marshall Gordon
Sarah Gordon
Anna Gorin
Betty Hecker
Eleanor Howitt
Stephen Jacobs
Jonathan Kessler
Joseph Kolman
Rhoda Long
Paul Miller
Sophie Potraker
Earl Relin
Kathryn Rosenthal
Martin Rothberg
Helene Rothschild
Ruth Schildkraut
Sarah Schwartz
Fred Shaffer
Herman Simpkins
Arlene Stern
Fanny M. Weinstein
Bella Weiser
Dick Wittink

June 16 & 17

Julian Aroesty
Rena Barkin
Sarra Belyakova

Todah

Rabah

Fannie Brener
Roza Feygin
Jeanne Goldberg
George Goodman
Rose Goodman
Ruth Grossman
Julia Guttman
Donald Hiller
Frances S. Hogan
Frances Hutkoff
Eva Kaufman
Lois Levin
Arleigh Marks
John McChesney
Kate Oxfeld
Jeanette Rapkin
Millard Ring
Arthur Scheier
Max Schnoll
Mildred Schrage
Manuel Shlager
Abe Smolowitz
Gussie Stabins
Jo Anne Tunnell
Beckie Valinsky
Robert Wagner
Abraham Weinstein
Daniel Wertheimer

June 23 & 24

Richard Ambush
Harold Baker
Ben Berns
Max Blankopf
Rita Borus
Hymen Chavenson
Solomon Davis
Joseph Dechario
Harold Forman
Sally Gerard
Irving Goldman
Ann Green
Sandi Greenberg
Eli Heimberg

Samuel Itkin
Irma Jacobs
Benjamin Katzel
Martha KolmanDavidson
Steve L. Krasner
Harry Lax
Barbara Leonard
Alfred Lerner
Alice Lewis
Louis Lieberman
Ida Louis
Chung Lui
Merton Madway
Sidney Meyers
Bernard Miller
Charles Montrose
Mindy Nitzberg
Hyman Peck
Rhoda Rappaport
Saul Schwartz
Gertrude Shernin
John Warner

June 30 & July 1
Frances Blankopf
Sarah Bookholtz
Morris Brownstein
Hyman Cherkasky
Eleanor Cyrkin
Lola Cytryn
Mary Giancola
Eleanor Gold
Dorothy Green
Zelda Kolman
Ida Kosoff
Sam Lekin
Alfred Litt
John Meyer
Pearl Schwartz
Jacob Shadunsky
Abram Shpiller
Edward Skully
Eleonora Zyto

to all those who remembered
Temple Sinai when they
remembered others.

HIGH HOLY DAY Messages Social Action
Torah & Haftarah Readers

EVEN IF YOU HAVE DONE THIS IN
PREVIOUS YEARS OR HAVE ALREADY
SPOKEN WITH RABBI KATZ IN
PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT HIM
AGAIN TO MAKE SURE HE KNOWS
YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE.

USHERS NEEDED for the
HIGH HOLY DAYS
Would you like to stretch your legs during
Rosh Hashanah and/or Yom Kippur
services? You can follow the services and
perform a mitzvah by volunteering to
usher during one or more services. This
year, Erev Rosh Hashanah services will
be on Wednesday, September 20 at 8:00
p.m.; Rosh Hashanah services Thursday,
September 21 at 10:00 a.m. and Friday,
September 22 at 10:30 a.m. Erev Yom Kippur
services (Kol Nidre) will be on Friday,
September 29 at 8:00 p.m., Yom Kippur
services will be on Saturday, September 30
at 10:00 a.m., afternoon services at 3:15 p.m.,
and the Yizkor service will be at 4:30 p.m.
All services will take place at the JCC
except for the second day Rosh Hashanah
service which will be at Temple Sinai.
To volunteer as an usher and to obtain
more specific information, please contact
Dorothy Drahzal at ddrahzal@rochester.
rr.com or call/text to 329-9531.

Rochester is an official resettlement city. The
Catholic Family Center (CFC) has had to lay
off more than half of their social workers due
to the lack of funding resulting from recent
executive orders. This is the scenario across the
country. Church World Service (CWS) laid off
more than 500 workers in March alone. These
layoffs disrupt the Catholic Family Center’s
ability to help settle newly arriving families,
who used to receive 90 days of services and
now receive only 30 days of services. One
cannot imagine the difficulty of adjusting to
such a strange and new environment with only
a month of support services.
The Sinai Social Action Committee has been
discussing how we can assist newly arriving
families and those who have been in Rochester
and continue to need support adjusting to their
new surroundings. Services such as driving
families to and from medical and dental
appointments, showing a family how to shop in
a grocery store, explaining food stamps, going
to a child's school to meet with a teacher along
with the parent, helping them to read their
mail, assisting the children with homework and
many other services are needed in our refugee
community.
At the organization in which I volunteer,
Refugees Helping Refugees, we are hoping that
we can connect a temple family or families with
a refugee family we serve, to become a support
team for them. Please contact me, Sharon Silvio,
at 585-244-1912 or Refugees Helping Refugees
continued at the bottom of page 12
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High Holy Days & Social Action

While it is only June, the High Holy
Days will be here before we know it.
The summer is a perfect time to learn
to chant Torah or Haftarah portions for
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. If you
would like to participate in this important
part of the service, please contact Rabbi
Katz as soon as possible. By participating,
adults and teenagers can add a meaningful
experience to their own and their family’s
High Holy Day worship. Now is a great
time to do this, especially if you have
never done it before.

The number of refugees arriving in the U.S. and
in Rochester has dropped sharply in the past
few months—since President Trump's ban has
gone into effect. Refugees are a special class
of migrants who seek asylum because war,
persecution or natural disasters have forced
them to flee their home countries. The U.S. has
admitted more than 42,000 refugees between
October 1st and the present. The President has
capped the number of refugees that would
be allowed to come to the U. S. at 50,000. If
this is enforced, fewer than 8,000 spots will be
available in the five remaining months of this
fiscal year.
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Wom en's Chavura

THE TEMPLE SINAI WOMEN'S CHAVURAH INVITES YOU TO ATTEND

THE 10th ANNUAL

ART EXHIBIT

AT THE ROCHESTER CONTEMPORARY ART CENTER
(RoCo GALLERY) 137 EAST AVENUE

Temple Life & Social Action

SUNDAY, JUNE 11th

2:00 P.M.

The Gallery's Director, Bleu Cease will address our group for about 20 minutes about the
history of RoCo and this amazing 6x6 fundraiser. We will then be able to walk around and
look at all the submissions, and make any
purchases. Rochester Contemporary Art
Center is located at 137 East Avenue
(between Scio Street and Gibbs Street).
Parking is available on the street and at
the East End Parking Garage. RoCo is
handicapped accessible.

RoCo's international small art
phenomenon returns for the tenth year.
Thousands of 6"x6" works of art are
made and donated by celebrities, local
and international artists, designers,
college students, and children. Each
piece of art is displayed anonymously,
measures 6"x6", and sells for $20.
THERE WILL BE AN ADMISSION CHARGE OF $2 PER PERSON.
(FREE FOR RoCo MEMBERS.)
THIS EVENT WILL BE LIMITED TO 30 PEOPLE.
PLEASE RSVP BY JUNE 8th TO CAROL YUNKER AT VPKelly@aol.com OR 385-3910.
AND, AS ALWAYS, NOT FOR WOMEN ONLY!

Social Action
continued from page 11

at 585-563-7747 if you are interested in this
valuable and very needed service.
A group that assists in the resettlement of
translators who supported US military efforts,
No One Left Behind, can also use help. Their
contact person is Ellen Smith 585-721-3211 or
Ellen@nooneleft.org.

The Social Action Committee is planning a
program in the near future where you will hear
from the Catholic Family Center about recent
developments and the needs of our Rochester
refugees. Check Snippets for notices about the date
of our program.

Sharon Peck Silvio
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Shabbat Dinner
with Friends
As we end our Shabbat Dinners with Friends for the year, we
would like to thank all the volunteers who have made these
dinners possible. We hope you have enjoyed these special
evenings and we look forward to seeing you in the fall.

One of Danielle’s assignments at work is to
unpack boxes that are dropped off by people
who are cleaning out their homes. In 2015, she
looks into one box and finds what she thinks is
art by Alizee, and this discovery motivates her
to explore the past and why her aunt suddenly
disappeared without any contact with her
close friends. Danielle’s family has not talked
about the past. “The Benoit family has always
believed that what remains unacknowledged
doesn’t actually exist.” Danielle has to unravel
this mystery on her own with a little help from
her grandmother who is in a nursing home.
Alizee, who lives in New York City in the 1940s,
is part of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s WPA
initiative that gives artists financial support
through public art projects. She along with
Mark Rothko, Lee Krasner, and Jackson Pollock
are part of a dynamic group who paint murals
for places like train stations, government buildings, and public spaces to raise the spirits of the
American people during the Depression and
later the war.

Alizee was born in France, lived
her early life there and is involved
in trying to get her family out of
Europe to the United States. The
visas are difficult to get, especially
since the assistant secretary of
state, Breckinridge Long, stalls on
giving visas to European Jews.
Alizee gets to know Eleanor
Roosevelt and begs the First Lady
to help her and her family.
Shapiro constructs her story around the potent
history of the time. Alizee’s family is on the
SS St. Louis and is forced to return to Europe.
There are letters from her Tante that explain
what is happening to Jews in Europe. Her Oncle
is sent to Drancy, and the family is forced to
move often in order to dodge the Nazis.
There is also the theme of Abstract Expressionism, which is non-representational art, and
how it clashes with representational painting.
Abstract art attempts to reach deep emotional
feelings that are beyond words. When Eleanor
Roosevelt visits Alizee’s studio, she is moved
by the artist’s paintings, but says she does not
understand them. The paintings represent the
inchoate emotions of the times where literal
expression does not fully explain the horror of
experience. Alizee attempts to paint emotions in
her two works titled Lily Pads and Turned, which
are treated with the same type of skepticism that
Rothko and Pollock experienced in their early
careers.
All of these threads come together as Danielle
explores her past against the backdrop of American life during the tumultuous 1940s.

Temple Life & Book Review

In her novel, The Muralist, B.A.
Shapiro once again takes the
reader into the art world combining fictive and real-life characters. Danielle Abrams is an artist,
working at Christie’s auction
house. She is also the grandniece of Alizee Benoit, an artist
who painted during World War
II. Shapiro weaves the story of
these two women in alternating chapters with
chapter titles using their names and the people
with whom they interact.
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RABBI KATZ’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of
Milton Wittenberg, by Pam & Warren
Rosenbaum
Samuel Mazur, by Marcia Elwitt
Steven Lapin, by Paula Lapin Zeman
Herman Lapin, by Paula Lapin Zeman
Peter Manisewitz, by Ann & Joel Shamaskin
In honor of
Rabbi Katz for Oren Poleshuck Kinel's Bar
Mitzvah, by Daniel Kinel & Ellen Poleshuck,
Victor & Joyce Poleshuck
Lillian Courtheaux's birthday, by Marcia Elwitt
Alexander Posener's Bar Mitzvah, by Paul &
Jennifer Posener
RABBI TILL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of
Rabbi Till’s installation, by Tom & Vicki
Finnefrock, Jay Supnick & Gail Brownell,
Robert & Merilyn Israel, Arnie & Jo Sohinki
Rabbi Till for Oren Poleshuck Kinel’s Bar
Mitzvah, by Daniel Kinel & Ellen Poleshuck,
Victor & Joyce Poleshuck
ADULT EDUCATION FUND

Contributions

In memory of
Idel Royzer, by Yefim & Lana Royzer
Richard Sloane, by Liz Ornstein
In appreciation of
Dennis Goldsmith, by Liz Ornstein
BUILDING FUND
In memory of
Zlota Royzer, by Yefim & Lana Royzer
DICK SCHONFELD SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In honor of
Alan Frishman’s retirement, by Marty & Laura
Kaufman, Arlene & Howard Schenker,
Richard & Alice Silver
Jason Fenster’s ordination, by Linda Epstein
FLORAL FUND
In memory of
Evelyn Paulin, by Bev & Marv Groden
In honor of
The marriage of Julia Ferraioli to David Jones,
by Hank and Gail Ferraioli

JOHN & SHIRLEY HART GENERAL
ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of
Shirley Brownstein, by Tom & Vicki Finnefrock
Paul Rowell, by Tom & Vicki Finnefrock
Barbara Locketz, by Tom & Vicki Finnefrock
In honor of
Jason Fenster’s ordination, by Gary Dudek &
Leslie Algase
GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In memory of
Morton Sarachan, by Jeremy Sarachan & Marie
Pellet
Yefim Yermis, by Leonid & Marina Shpiller
Charlotte Shirley Brown, by Susan Quinn
Helen Cramer, by Stewart & Susan Cramer
Samter Horwitz, by Juliette Holzbach
Ken Cramer, by Stewart & Susan Cramer
Shirley Brownstein, by Barry & Marcia
Silverberg
Bessie Fenster, by Remy & Marilyn Fenster
Polya Berenbaum, by Khaim & Zella
Berenbaum
In honor of
Lillian Courtheaux's birthday, by Mona Miller
Jason Fenster's ordination, by Norman &
Donna Lederman
Alan Frishman's retirement, by Dr. & Mrs.
Harry Rosen
ISRAEL YOUTH FUND
In memory of
Arlen Brodsky, by Noreen Salerno
JOEL BLOOM MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of
Lewis Segal, by Barbara Dechario
In honor of
The engagement of Ryan Mercier and Lauren
Sechrist, by Ed & Bess Lewis
LAMPERT MUSIC FUND
In memory of
Roger Loevy, by Barbara Dechario
In honor of
Elise Wojciechowski for Oren Poleshuck
Kinel's Bar Mitzvah, by Victor & Joyce
Poleshuck
In appreciation of
Elise Wojciechowski, by Marilyn & Remy
Fenster

LIBRARY FUND

RAIHN FUND

In memory of
Morris Sporn, by Leon & Florence Sporn
Abraham Liff, by Lois Lapidus
MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND
In memory of
Sharon Wexler, by Kevin & Bari Wexler
Edwin Alpert, by Linda & Stephen Alpert-Gillis
In honor of
The birth of Barb & Al Mendler’s grandson Avi
Nitzan Sitkin, by Marilyn & Remy Fenster
ONEG FUND
In memory of
Howard Feinstein, by Herbert Feinstein
Shirley Feinstein, by Herbert Feinstein
Sharon Rosa, by Herbert Feinstein
Irving Cooper, by Arlene Cooper
Saundra Braitman, by Ed & Blanche Fenster
PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of
Josephine Abelman, by Judy Abelman & Barry
Goldfarb
Margot Hamburger, by Marv & Irene Barkin
Warren Proulx Sr., by Janine & Steven Coan
Lillian Gould, by Arlene Cooper

In honor of
Jason Fenster's ordination, by Al & Barb
Mendler
A donation has been made by Ann & Joel
Shamaskin
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In memory of
Irving Friedlander, by Steven & Nadine
Friedlander
Henrietta Schester, by Steven & Nadine
Friedlander
Bruce Rosen, by Phyllis Rosen
SHABBAT FAMILY PROGRAM
ENDOWMENT FUND
In honor of
Zeid Nasser, by Seth Madway & Wendy Beller
Madway
TORAH RESTORATION FUND
In memory of
Anna Geiger, by Gabriel & Cindy Geiger
For information about these funds, go to our website:
www.tsinai.org/About Us/Contributions/
Tributes received after May 10th
will be recognized in the July Bulletin

Healing wishes to
Bill Farash, by Marv & Irene Barkin

Temple Contacts

Rabbis			
Alan J. Katz rabbikatz@tsinai.org
Debbi Till rabbitill@tsinai.org
Education Director
Ilan Adar iadar@tsinai.org
Cantorial Soloist
Elise Wojciechowski
Executive Director
Jerry Elman jelman@tsinai.org
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Officers
President
Susan Bondy
Secretary
Keith Greer

Vice Presidents:
Administration Suzanne Tunnell
Congregant Connections Carol Yunker
Finance Victor Poleshuck
Education Seth Silver & Barb Snyderman
Religious Practices Rebecca Drayer
Youth Initiatives Eric Rozen

Contributions

In honor of
Phyllis Kasdin's special birthday, by Marv &
Irene Barkin
Grandchildren Ella & Sam Rubinstein B'nai
Mitzvah, by Marv & Irene Barkin
Oren Poleshuck Kinel's Bar Mitzvah, by Amy
Tackaberry
Jason Fenster's ordination, by Joyce & Charlie
Schachter

In memory of
Max Kahn, by Harry & Louise Kahn
Shirley Brownstein, by Marilyn & Remy
Fenster, Gerald Wein
Harvey Gage, by John & Lorri Diggory
Kathryn Bancroft, by John & Lorri Diggory
Michael Weiner, by Howard & Sue Weiner
David Schneider, by Lou & Cathy Schneider
Thelma Sarnov, by Mark & Bobbi Sarnov
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Temple Sinai
Daytime
Book Group

We welcome retirees, part time and flex
workers, stay-at-home parents, men and
women who prefer a central location with
easy access.
Our meetings are in the newly decorated
Parents’ Lounge from 10 to 11:30 a.m.,
the third Wednesday of the month, every
other month - May, July, September,
November, January and March.
If you like socializing and animated discussions
please consider joining us.
To RSVP, contact Jill Orbach: 585-746-4176

