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Temple Sinai’s

Purim Extravaganza

Purim Extravaganza
Wednesday, February 28
Dinner & Carnival
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Megillah Reading
at 6:30 p.m.
Musical Mystery Purim Spiel!!
Come in Costume!
Live Magic!
Pizza & Hamantaschen Noshin’!
Carnival Games!
Costume Parade!

Do a MITZVAH! Bring a box of (noisy) food – like pasta, rice,
beans – to use as a grogger (noisemaker). Afterwards, these
will be donated to the Brighton Food Cupboard.
Sign up on ShulCloud at tsinai.org or clip & return to the temple
office. Reservation & pre-payment needed for dinner only: carnival
tickets sold at the door
Gluten Free Pizza Orders MUST be received no later
than February 21st.

Purim Extravaganza
Family Name_________________________________
$8/ADULT by 2/21

$10/ADULT after 2/21

# ADULTS (13 & over) _
 ____
$5/CHILD by 2/21

$7/CHILD after 2/21

# CHILDREN (4-12) _____
NO CHARGE for CHILDREN under 4. # CHILDREN under 4 _____
Number of attendees needing gluten free pizza:       

Can you help set up (at 3:00 p.m.) or serve? Yes___ No___ Maybe__

Hearing Loop

The Temple Sinai Bulletin is published monthly by Temple Sinai,
363 Penfield Road, Rochester, NY 14625. Phone 585-381-6890 www.tsinai.org

Handicap Accessible
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We at Temple Sinai strive to bring alive the words
spoken by the prophet Isaiah, “Let my house be
a house of prayer for all peoples.” Whether in
prayer services, meetings, classrooms or programs, we aspire to be a house for all people,
where all are included and where every person
gets to determine where, how, and when he or
she participates in the life of the Jewish community without barriers or stumbling blocks.

Rabbi’s Message

February is Jewish Disability Awareness and
Inclusion Month, a time when we are encouraged to dedicate our efforts to educating, advocating and stimulating dialogue about people
who have challenges or disabilities, ideally with
people who have challenges or disabilities to see
how to make our spaces more accessible. For as
Rabbi David Saperstein, the former director of
the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism,
explains, “We are taught in Pirke Avot, Ethics of
our Fathers, ‘Do not separate yourself from the
community,’ but the converse is equally compelling: We must prevent anyone from being
separated against his or her will.”
As we in the broader Jewish community commit
to spending this month intentionally assessing
how best to ensure that no one person ever feels
separated from our community, our Temple
Sinai Accessibility and Inclusion Committee
is spearheading initiatives like the visit with
expert Shelly Christensen on March 11th to echo
the same, in our temple community. Here are
some suggestions set out by the Religious Action
Center for each of us to be individual allies to
people with disabilities:
1. Listen to people with disabilities. The most
important element of being an ally to any marginalized group is to listen to that group and
take your lead from them. No one knows how
to advocate for people with disabilities better than people with disabilities themselves.
Being an ally is not about taking charge – it’s
about learning from people with disabilities
and modeling your disability inclusion and
advocacy efforts based on their priorities, concerns, and feedback.
2. Educate yourself. Take the time to learn about
the state of disability rights in America, best
practices, and disability inclusion efforts. No
one is born an ally but through continuous education we can better position ourselves to be
stronger allies. Reading blogs about disabilities is a good way to start to better understand

the many societal and
political barriers people
with disabilities face.
3. Be conscious of the
language you use. When
speaking about people
with disabilities, many
disability rights organizations support the use of person-first language, which puts the focus on the person first,
rather than on their disability. For example,
rather than saying “a disabled person,” say “a
person with disabilities”; rather than “s/he’s an
autistic person,” say “a person with autism.” It
is important to note that some people self-identify with disability first language – particularly
within the deaf community – and that’s OK. As
allies, our first responsibility is to respect someone else’s self-label (see #1 on this list!) – but as
a rule, person-first language is the most respectful way to refer to people with disabilities.
4. Work for inclusion in your own community.
All communities should be inclusive of people
with disabilities, but most were not built with
them in mind. While it is important to remove
physical barriers to people with disabilities, it
is just as important – if not more so – to change
attitudes toward people with disabilities. It is
also important to understand that “disability”
is a broad term that encompasses more than
just physical disabilities; we must also work to
ensure that people with mental disabilities are
fully integrated into our communities.
5. Advocate for disability rights. We cannot create
communities that are fully inclusive of people
with disabilities if our laws and societal structures limit the ability of people with disabilities
to live independently with economic security.
The Jewish Disability Network, a coalition of
more than two dozen Jewish organizations
working for disability rights, hosts an annual
Jewish Disability Advocacy Day. Learn more at
www.rac.org/disabilities.
As our days are shorter and colder in February,
let our thoughts, hearts and hands work longer
and be warmer as we raise up the issue of full
inclusion in the Jewish community, ensuring that
the words of Isaiah are realized, and that our
house, truly becomes “a house of prayer for all
peoples.”

Rabbi Debbi Till

I want to thank you.

others, it’s easy to go days
with only artificial lighting.

Yes, you. Really.

I have been fortunate to meet a number of our
new members this year. Some are families
with students new to our school, some are
grandparents who are new to Rochester to
spend more time with their grandchildren,
and some are singles or couples who have no
children, or none here, but are looking for ways
to connect socially and spiritually, and find
those connections at Temple Sinai.

There are those who actually love winter—and
for you we have our annual Winterfest on
February 10th in Webster Park. Whether you
prefer cross-country skiing, hiking, or just
sitting in front of a fire with good company and
a cup of cocoa, you will certainly find likeminded friends.

Connecting can seem difficult in the winter.
February in Rochester is a month when many of
us don’t see our neighbors. We wake up before
sunrise, go to work or school or send the family
off to work or school, and then come home
after dark, pulling into the garage and running
inside before the cold air catches us. Families
schedule Bar or Bat Mitzvah dates in the spring,
when the weather is better. For some, it’s easy
to go an entire day without human contact. For

Temple Contacts

Rabbis			
Alan J. Katz rabbikatz@tsinai.org
Debbi Till rabbitill@tsinai.org
Education Director
Ilan Adar iadar@tsinai.org
Cantorial Soloist
Elise Wojciechowski
Executive Director
Jerry Elman jelman@tsinai.org

We end February with our Purim dinner and
carnival on the 28th, with a secret theme and
many surprises. We then move on to March
and some wonderful things planned by our
Accessibility and Inclusion Committee and our
“Life and Legacy” team.
I am grateful for the opportunities that make
a Rochester winter feel warm and bright. I am
grateful to all of you. And I am grateful for all
of you.

Blanche Fenster

Officers
President
Blanche Fenster
Secretary
Renee Brownstein
visit our website:
www.tsinai.org

Vice Presidents:
Administration Keith Greer
Congregant Connections Carol Yunker
Finance Victor Poleshuck
Education Barb Snyderman & Bari Wexler
Religious Practices Ellen Goldenberg
Youth Initiatives Eric Rozen
Caring Community & Social Action
Anne Ghory-Goodman
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President’s Message

As we move past our frigid start to the year
and I have more than half of my first year as
President of Temple Sinai under my belt, I
am feeling very grateful. I am grateful to our
past presidents who have given me advice,
feedback, and kind words. I am grateful for
our special cadre of Judaica Shop volunteers
who have become my friends. I am grateful
to all who have introduced themselves to me,
helped with a committee or event, or even just
attended a service. I am grateful to all of you
who donated to our High Holy Day Appeal,
and to those who participated in our Gala in
November. I am also grateful to all of you who
haven’t found time to come to synagogue in a
while, but still value our community because
you understand how important Temple Sinai is
to you, and you want to make sure that we can
exist in the future for others.

Fear not! Our Temple Sinai
calendar is packed with
events and opportunities to
make your February bright,
warm, and social. On the
2nd, we have a 6:00 p.m. service followed by
“Dinner with Friends,” an opportunity to eat,
socialize, and meet other congregants. On the
4th, we have the Women’s Chavurah “Celebrity
Chefs” as well as our Men’s Club Super Bowl
party. We have a Young Family service with
kid-friendly dinner on the 9th, and “Schmoozin’
Shabbat” followed by an 8:00 p.m. service on
both the 9th and 23rd. Our Saturday morning
services are also a time to worship and connect,
and frequently now have a “Souper Kiddush”
following them when there is not a Bar or Bat
Mitzvah on the schedule. February is certainly a
month for food at Temple Sinai!
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School of Jewish
Life and Learning
Pinat Ha-Talmid

YOUTH CORNER

(The Student Corner)
By Ilan D. Adar,
Education Director

When flipping a page of our calendars to 2018,
we recognize that despite living in difficult and
challenging times, 2017 could be remembered
also as a year of providing support and
assistance to incoming refugees; a year of
personal happiness; a year of forward-thinking
and courage to speak your mind; and a year of
awareness of various aspects of inequality.
It is, therefore, my wish and hope that 2018
will be a fulfilling, healthy, peaceful, and joyful
year!

Youth & Education

January Events

Two special events took place during January:
On Sunday, Jan. 21, our 6th grade students and
their parents gathered in the social hall for
a special program about Israel that centered
on: “Israel: A Country of Innovations.” The
program concluded with a special Israeli/
Mediterranean lunch.
And on Sunday, Jan. 28, our 1st grade students
and their parents gathered in the social hall for
a special program, titled “Celebrating Shabbat.”
During the program, we shared and discussed
what makes Shabbat dinner special to us.

February Events

Friday, Feb. 2: Shabbat Family Service
(6:00 p.m.) followed by Shabbat with Friends
dinner (7:00 p.m.). Our 4th grade students
will participate during the service and
Sason will sing a few songs.
Saturday, Feb. 3: 7th grade Shabbaton
(9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.)
Sunday, Feb. 4: Sprouts
Friday, Feb. 9: Young Family Service (6:00 p.m.)
& Erev Shabbat Dinner (7:00 p.m.)
Sunday, Feb. 11: Sprouts; Coffee for a Cause
Wednesday, Feb. 14: Bogrim
Sunday, Feb. 18 – 25: No School or Kesher
(Mid-Winter Recess)
Wednesday, Feb. 28: No School (Purim
Carnival, Dinner, and Service.)

Early in January
SAWCY had a
wonderful afternoon
together. They
started with a pizza
lunch. Then they
split into groups of
six and participated
in a temple wide
photo scavenger hunt
(see photos). The object
was to take pictures of
things around Temple
Sinai. Group 1 had
the most points and
each won a giftcard!
Everyone finished the
afternoon by enjoying
ice cream and making
Valentine's Days card
for residents of the
Jewish Home.
Our next event
is Saturday
January 27th
from 2:00
- 3:30 p.m.
at Radio
Social. We’ll
be bowling,
having snacks
and playing
giant yard games. Radio Social is located 20
Carlson Road. The event is $5 per child. Please
RSVP to Diana Seroski.
Please check out the SAWCY bulletin board
outside the temple office and Facebook page
(under groups "SAWCY") for updated event
information now and throughout the year.
SAWCY is full of opportunities to have fun,
give back and perform tzedakah, collaborate
with RATSY, cook traditional Jewish goodies as
well as learn about each other. Please feel free
to contact Diana Seroski with any questions:
sawcy18@gmail.com.

Within our Family

Mazal Tov to…
Jeff & Jan Feldman on the birth of
granddaughter Vivian, daughter of Sarah &
Scott Carlton
Marilyn & Remy Fenster on the birth of
grandson Benjamin Samuel, son of Jason &
Gavi Fenster
Sandy & Sally Constine on the engagement of
son Josh to Andrea Gardiner
Todah Rabah to…
Stan and Reenie Feingold for covering the cost
of the invitations for our Homecoming Gala
Healing Wishes to…
Leslie Jacobs
Welcome to New Member….
Lynn Gatto

Coffee for a Cause
This past December, Seth Silver
“passed the baton” to our
Madrichim to run our beloved
“Coffee for a Cause” campaign.
It marked the end of a nine yearlong volunteer commitment that
The Silver family had kept as one of many of
their contributions to our community.
Thank you to the Silvers for initiating this idea
and for turning it into a mainstay. We are excited
to see our youth ambassadors continue to practice
tikkun olam by researching and choosing an
organization or campaign to donate to via the
proceeds from our coffee and bagel sales. This is
a win-win for our Sunday crowd as coffee and
bagels are always welcomed and this project
offers an opportunity for youth to engage in
current events outside of their own experiences.
Look for “Coffee
for a Cause” to
continue on Feb. 11,
March 4, Apr. 29
and May 6 (before
and during Mitzvah
Day).









Adult Education



We so appreciate all of our generous
underwriters who helped to make our
weekend with Scholar in Residence
Rabbi Reuven Firestone a huge success:
Arlene Cooper
Rebecca Drayer
Schoen Auto
Marcia Elwitt
Ellen Goldenberg
Marlene Gordon
Ellen Loghrin
Mona Miller
Liz Ornstein
Rabbi Debbi Till
Al & Pam Benjamin
Blanche & Ed Fenster
Gail Ferraioli – Clarity Mediations
Allan Hymes & Marilyn Rosen
Bob & Merilyn Israel
Rabbi Alan & Jan Katz
Ron & Karen Newman
Victor & Joyce Poleshuck
Richard & Margery Rosen
Stephen & Elise Rosenfeld
Alan & Judy Wertheimer
Ronald Wood & Judith Smetana
Rabbi Till will continue to offer a class
entitled, “A Taste of Talmud.” PLEASE
NOTE: This class is being taught entirely
in English and no prior familiarity with
Talmud will be assumed. The format will
be very similar to last year’s – very popular -offering on Responsa, with a different
contemporary issue being addressed
each week and an opportunity to learn
and discuss what the rabbis of the
Talmud had to say. You may be surprised
at the timelessness of some of these
topics! Each class will be self-contained.
Please drop in for any (or all) as your
schedule allows. Classes are on Sunday
from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. when religious
school is in session.
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Within Our Family & Education

In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of:
Tony Dechario, brother-in-law of Barbara
Dechario
The Temple family extends its heartfelt
sympathy to the families.
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Come join all your "rowdy" friends for
Mayhem & Munchies
at the

Temple Sinai
Super Bowl Party

Sponsored by the Men's Club

February 4
5:30 p.m. at Temple
th

Sinai

Bring your favorite:
• Hot or cold appetizer to share
• Your favorite drink
• A comfortable folding chair
AND
For those who do not like football, bring
your favorite board games to play.
After all, what is a Super
Bowl without Mahjong?
RSVP to
Herb Feinstein
Feinstein@gmail.com
NOT FOR
MEN ONLY!!!

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018

You're Invited to a
Havdalah Gourmet Dinner
The Temple Sinai Havdalah Gourmet Dinner evening
is a chance for adults to make new friends and
get to know other congregants better. It will be an
evening to enjoy the spirit of Temple Sinai outside
the temple walls, while you honor the closing of
the gates of Shabbat. These dinners have been a
hit over the years, with new people attending each
time. Give it a try!
Here's how it works…
• The dinner and evening will take place at
congregants’ homes, in small groupings of about
7-11 adults. Once we have all of the RSVPs, we
will see how many homes we will need. We keep
the numbers at each house small enough to
remain intimate and allow for a great evening of
conversation and fun.
• The hosts (the congregants who offer to host the
dinner) will get together and plan out the menu
to be used at all the homes.
• Congregants will be assigned to one of the homes.
The hosts will contact each of you, ask you to
prepare one part of the menu, and give you the
specific recipe. This takes all of the guesswork
out of what to prepare, or thinking about milk vs.
meat.

Temple Life

RSVP by Thursday, February 22nd to Joyce Schachter
email jschachter@tsinai.org or phone 461-9788

Cantor Search Update
We submitted our application to the American
Conference of Cantors in early November. The
application contained information about Temple
Sinai, Rochester and what experiences we are
looking for in a cantor. Since that time, we have
received ten resumes and personal statements
from ordained cantors who are looking for a new
position. The search committee reviewed their
paperwork and decided whether to invite the candidate for a video interview and, as of this writing,
we have had eight interviews.
After the interview, the committee discusses the
candidate’s cultural fit for our congregation. If
there is a good cultural fit, we request that the
candidate send us their music files. This may seem
counter-intuitive, but we don’t listen to their singing prior to this point because we are hiring the
whole person, not just their voice. Once we listen
to the music, the committee discusses whether we

want to invite the candidate to Rochester for an inperson interview. While we have not yet brought
a candidate to Rochester, we are currently going
through our interview process with several candidates about whom we feel very positive. You may
be wondering about student cantors set to graduate in May. They are permitted to begin their job
search after February 1st.
While our goal is to hire a cantor who will start
with us on July 1st, we are committed to hiring the
right cantor for Temple Sinai. If we do not find our
new cantor this year, we will conduct the search
again this time next year.
Our intention is to keep you informed throughout
this process. If you have any particular questions,
feel free to contact either of us.
Ann Leonard - ann.leonard.77@gmail.com
Sue Bondy – susanbody@yahoo.com

February 2018 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

March Erev Shabbat Services

thday
Bir
B l e s si n g s
on 2/2

March 2:
March 9:
		
March 16:
March 23:

Erev Shabbat Family Service @ 6:00 p.m.
Young Family Service @ 6:00 p.m.
Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.
Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m.
Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

March 30: No Service - 1st Passover Seder
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5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

School in Session
Tu B'Shevat
Assembly 9:30 a.m.
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Adult B'nei Mitzvah
Class 9:30 a.m.
Conversational
Hebrew 10:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
Women's Chavurah
Celebrity Chefs 2:00 p.m.
Men's Club Super
Bowl Party 4:00 p.m.

School in
Session
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Coffee for a Cause
9:30 a.m.
Adult B'nei Mitzvah
Class 9:30 a.m.
Conversational
Hebrew 10:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL
NO ADULT ED

NO SCHOOL
NO ADULT ED

Shalom Hartman
Class
(pre-registration
required)
6:30 p.m.

Shalom Hartman
Class
(pre-registration
required)
6:30 p.m.

Thursday

1

7

8

14

15

21

22

School in Session Membership
Bogrim 6:00 p.m. Committee
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Board of Trustees
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

28

Purim Carnival,
Dinner 5:30 p.m.
Purim Spiel
6:30 p.m.

2

Executive
Erev Shabbat
Committee
Family Service with
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Birthday Blessings
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Dinner
with Friends
7:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Yitro
Exodus 18.1 – 20.26

School in Session Rochester
Regional Coalition
Klezmer Band
Practice 7:00 p.m. Against Human
Trafficking
4:00 p.m.
Religious
Practices
Committee
7:00 p.m.

Daytime Book
Group 10:00 a.m.
NO SCHOOL
Klezmer Band
Practice 7:00 p.m.

Friday

9

Young Family
Service followed by
dinner 6:00 p.m.
Schmoozin'
Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat
Service, guest
speaker Sebastian
Maroundit, 8:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Mishpatim
Exodus 21.1 – 24.18

Saturday

3

7th Grade Shabbaton
9:00 a.m.
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service 10:30 a.m.

10

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service 10:30 a.m.
Winterfest 3:00 p.m.

16

17

23

24

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Erev Shabbat
Service 6:00 p.m. Shabbat Morning
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion:
Terumah
Exodus 25.1 – 27.19

Schmoozin'
Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat 6:45 p.m. Shabbat Morning
Erev Shabbat
Service 10:30 a.m.
Service 8:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Tetzaveh
Exodus
27.20 – 30.10

JEWISH WOMEN’S DAY
SAVE THE DATE

MARCH 8, 2018
7:3 0 a.m. – 9 p.m.
A community-wide celebration of
Jewish women.
Something for EVERYONE!
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Please let the temple office (381-6890) know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that the
Rabbis and the congregation can respond appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any life cycle
events at which Rabbi Katz or Rabbi Till will be present without speaking to them first.
To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call her cell phone (355-0192). While Rabbi Katz is on
sabbatical, please call the temple office if you need to contact him.
It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. We ask temple members who are aware that one of our
members is in a hospital to please call the Temple Sinai office so that one of our Rabbis may visit them.

Temple Life

Contacting The Rabbis
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Yahrzeits

The departed live on in the hearts of those who cherish their memory

Within Our Family

February 2 & 3

Bella Alpert
Fanny Baker
Dorothy Bassett
Ann Bernbaum
Rose Berns
Max Berns
Vivian Boelio
Mordecai Brill
Hanna S. Cohn
Maurice Cornell
Anna Dorren
Jerome Fain
Charles Flowers
Jacob Friedlander
Evelyn Frishman
Jack Frishman
Schubert Frye
Caye Gibbons
Leatrice Golden
Wallace Griffith
Florence Herman
Jason Herrick
Sadie Kaiser
Dorothy Katzel
Hilda Lazier
Sarah Lewis
Werner Marx
Shari Morris
Esther Nemetz
Ann Nussbaum
Janice Richmond
Berkley Roth
Rose Rubel
Vincent Sanginario
June Schechter
Esther M. Schwartz
Raymond Schwartz
Sanford Shapiro
Evelyn Shear
Charles Soloway
Donald Sterns
Jerold Usdane
Adela Vaisman
Carola Wachtel
Avis Waddell

February 9 & 10
Harriet August
Mark Cohn
Henry Cooke

Steven Fishbein
Sandi Fogarty
Joseph Gimple
Edward Goldberg
Samuel Hutkoff
Joan Hyman
Don Irwin
Beverly Kaufman
Bernadine Kucker
Sari Lieberman
Katherine Molser
Shirley Shapiro Naimark
William Pine
Harvey Rosenbloom
Benjamin Rudin
Murray Schmutter
Jacob Schuster
Nukhim Shilman
Joel Smetana
Sophia Rolick Stekloff
Alfred Stiller
Jack Tanzman
Pauline Tanzman
Sarah Zuckerman

February 16 & 17
Shirley Apter
Henry Berns
Mildred Block
Ernest Brownell,
Leigh Brownstein
Ruth Buyum
Anthony Croce
Ed Doescher
Dina Gurvich
Tina Hellerman
Harvey Hiller
Leo Hoffman
Ted Holmes
Ida Holmes
Esther Kantor
Leonard Kosoff
Itshak Kurchin
Sydney Kuttner
Marian Loeb
Ronan Louis
Suzanne Major
Mildred Montrose
Rose Perlstein
Helen Proulx
Sara Ring

Morton Rosenbaum
Anita Rosenfeld
Hannah Saidel
Arthur Simon
Annette Solomon
Ann Stanger
Max Stein
Roslyn Suntop
Frieda Rose Weinstein
Lucille Weinstein
Golde Wolkoff
Gussie Lassman Zand

February 23 & 24

Lester Abelman
Burton August
Abraham Block
David Brzowsky
Adele Brzowsky
Thomas A. Courtheoux
Hyman Cresov
Sidney Cutler
Amy Ida Briskin Dawes
Frieda Dorf
Sheldon Drexler
Lillian Dubin
Gertrude Eyre
Anna Fink
Richard Frankel
Annette Gans
Dorothy Gillis
Sally Gordon
Mike Greenberg
Leonard Greenberg
Harriett Grodensky
Julius Harf
Gabriel Harris
Bruce Holm
Chaya Kantsenberg
Sheryl Lederman
Elise Lestin
Florence Levenberg
Sidney Loeb
Yakov Pekurovskiy
Molly Pierce
Valentine Riordan
Jack Ripps
Gail Saunders
Jane Schwartz
Lucille Schwartz
Irvin Silton

Michael Silver
Esther Staenberg
Evelyn Yates
Joseph Zatzkin

March 2 & 3

Bernard Agins
Joel Bloom
Polina Borukhova
Marion Brownell
Hannah D. Cohn
Milton Daitz
Lena Danoff
Hy Feinstein
Robert Fleischer
Elsie Forman
Bernard Frank
Maurice Freedman
Richard Freedman
Margaret Golden
David Goldman
Jack Gordon
Pavel Gurvich
Arnold Israel
Samuel Jacobs
Shirley Jacobson
Morris Kaiser
Riva Khishchenko
Yetta Kiener
Pearl Kleiman
Moysey Solomon Krasnik
Isabel Kraus
Stanley Muszynski
Paul Nemetz
Sadie Rosen
Renee Roth
Ben Saidel
Libby Schlossberg
Paul Schweid
Arnold Sheidlower
Robert Silberman
Ethel Simon
Jack Slawetsky
Richard Sloane
Mary Jo Smith
Bessie Weinstein Spector
Charlotte Tickell
Ilya Vinokur
Nadia Wehbe
Mary Weitz
Lauren Wexler
Russell Zuckerman

Temple Sinai Inclusion Awareness and Education Day March 11, 2018

The 9:30 a.m. Adult Ed hour begins with Shelly
leading a conversation bringing Jewish text and
practical considerations in today’s world to reveal
how we can advance inclusion in our community.
We’ll discuss and discover with Shelly our
Biblical mandate for inclusion expanding on
the iconic phrase from Isaiah 56:7, “For my
house shall be called a house of prayer for all
peoples.”
10:45 a.m.-noon will be a session focusing on
parenting a child with a disability. Few parents
actually plan to raise a child who has been
born with or has acquired a disability, and
the journey can be an adventure. Shelly’s 30
years-experience creates a reassuring message
and useful framework for your own journey.
You’ll learn how understanding can translate
into better relationships with those around

Please join us for Shabbat Services on Friday,
February 9th. Our guest speaker will be
Sebastian Maroundit. Many of you have met
Sebastian but have not yet had the opportunity
to hear his story - A Lost Boy: The Courageous
Story of Sebastian Maroundit. Come hear about
his incredible journey from South Sudan to
America and how he’s giving back.

you and create stronger collaborations with
the professionals in your child’s life. This
session is for parents who have children with
disabilities across the lifespan, or for any
friend or family who provide support.
Noon-2:00 p.m. will be a two-hour working
session with lunch entitled “From Longing
to Belonging: How to Advance Inclusion at
Temple Sinai”. Based on Jewish values and
the most progressive approaches to inclusion
of people with disabilities, mental health
conditions, and those who love them, we’ll take
inclusion at Temple Sinai to the next level. It
includes personal reflections, group discussions
and strategies to incorporate the spirit of
belonging with the structure of inclusion in
congregational life. We’ll look at obstacles,
identify successes and begin developing a
plan for moving forward. A book-signing by
Shelly of her new book will be available at the
conclusion.
Everyone wants to feel that they belong. It
doesn’t happen without a vision of what
an inclusive congregation can be. Please
plan to attend any one or more portions of
this informative day that will inspire and
motivate our growth into a Temple that will
be a welcoming spiritual home for us and
our children. Feel free to invite prospective
members and interested guests. Sign language
interpreters will be provided for participants
who are hard of hearing or deaf.
Opportunities for underwriting and donations
exist for this event. Please contact Jerry Elman
at the temple office for further information.
PLEASE RSVP for the luncheon session by
visiting the Temple Sinai website at tsinai.org or
calling the temple office.

JCC Center Stage presents the first public
reading of a new play “Tighten your
Borscht Belt” on Sunday February 11th at
7:00 p.m. This play is a comedy written by
congregant Hilary Bluestein-Lyons. More
details can be found on jccrochester.org
and searching ‘Borscht’.
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Inclusion & Awareness

Temple Sinai’s commitment as a synagogue
where all congregants matter and always
feel welcome is integral to our core values.
Advancing efforts to promote connections
of members with disabilities within
congregational life is essential for our growth.
On Sunday March 11 we’ll be fortunate to
welcome inclusion movement leader Shelly
Christensen, MA, FAAIID for a full day of
learning and discussion. Author, international
speaker and co-founder of Jewish Disability
Awareness Month, whose personal experiences
navigating both secular and Jewish worlds as
the parent of a child with a disability, gave her
the inspiration to innovate the field. The day’s
goals will be to raise awareness of the issues
members with disabilities encounter within
Jewish life, share experiences and ideas and
promote understanding to further a mission
to promote inclusion within our Temple Sinai
home.
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Women's Chavura
PLEASE JOIN
THE WOMEN'S CHAVURAH
FOR OUR ANNUAL "CELEBRITY CHEFS" EVENT:

MASTERING THE ART
OF JEWISH BAKING
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4th
2:00 p.m.
at Temple Sinai

Have you ever wanted to bake quintessential
Jewish delicacies, but thought it would be too
difficult? Some of Temple Sinai's master bakers will
be demonstrating how to prepare these desserts,
providing tips for the tricky parts of the process.
We are pleased to feature:
Hamentaschen with Ilan Adar
Mandelbrot with Bev Groden
Russian Babka with Janet Irwin
Strudel with Donna Lederman
Recipes will be provided, and there will be sampling
of these baked goods, as well as other goodies.
Please RSVP as soon as possible to Carol Yunker
at VPKelly@aol.com or 385-3910.
A charge of $5 per person will be collected at the door.

HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL
I want to express my deep appreciation to you,
our Temple Sinai family for your generous
response to the 2017 High Holy Day Annual
Appeal. Thank you for helping to build and
ensure the strength of our vibrant community
into the future!
-- Blanche

Fenster

A special thanks to the following Temple
members who have so generously donated to the
Temple Sinai High Holy Days Appeal from since
December 11…
A donation has been made by
Esther Brill & RJ Ruble
Alan & Judy Wertheimer
Michael & Beth Algase
In honor of
Gavin Gimple’s 1st birthday, by Karen and David
Gimple
Tali Beckwith-Cohen’s successful surgery and
Ethan Beckwith-Cohen’s successful Fringe
Festival production, by Linda & Ken Beckwith
In memory of
Dolores & Barney Fried and Lenny Singer, by
Adam & Janine Fried
Ida Feldman, by Janet Nemetz
Richard & Sydney Phillips, by Barbara Phillips

Temple Life

We will also be collecting contributions of nonperishable items for the Brighton Food Cupboard, if
you would like to donate.
This program is open to everyone, and as always,
NOT FOR WOMEN ONLY!

Join us on Friday, February 2nd at
7:00 p.m. (after the 6:00 p.m.
service) for Shabbat Dinner with
Friends. Our theme is "Ahava”
(love) and we will feature an
assortment of vegetarian and
vegan foods.
As part of the evening, Ted D.
Barnett, MD, will talk on the topic
of: “The Joy of Plant-Based Living:
Raising a Vegan Family.”

Call 461-0490 to volunteer!

Social Action
InterfaithIMPACT of NYS
Annual Program
On Sunday, March 11th, InterfaithIMPACT of
New York State (IINYS) will present its Annual
Legislative Briefing entitled, “A Better Prescription for Health Care in New York State,”
2:00-4:00 p.m. at the First Unitarian Church, 220
S. Winton Road. The speakers are New York
State Assemblyman, Harry Bronson; Rohith
Palli, Rochester Campaign for New York
Health and Carol Tegas, Executive Director,
Finger Lakes Performing Provider System. The
speakers will address the current situation in
New York State, the state of health care in the
legislature, and advocacy for single payer/
universal health care. Rabbi Katz serves on the
Clergy Advisory Board of IINYS.
IINYS is proud to present a program on this ever
changing and important issue. At this time, it is
hard to say what will be happening at the national
level, but chances are there will be an impact on
health care in New York State. There will be a
Q&A following after the panel presentation.

Temple Member Making a
Difference
Ruth Goldberg, a longtime Temple Sinai
member, was inspired by the 2016 election to
take concrete action, to do something positive in
the world. A friend was involved in the Rochester Chapter of No One Left Behind, which helps
Afghan and Iraqi military interpreters and their
families settle into their new lives in Rochester.
No One Left Behind is “…dedicated to the
resettlement of military interpreters and support
personnel who supported the U.S. missions in
Afghanistan and Iraq, and because of their
faithful and honorable service were targeted by
the Taliban and ISIL. The Rochester NOLB
Chapter works in partnership with Catholic
Family Center in resettling these families. NOLB

is the only charitable organization in the U.S.
chartered with this mission….”
Ruth decided to volunteer. She says that the way
NOLB functions perfectly suits those who want
to get deeply involved and those who want to
temper their involvement. The goal is always to
support families as much as possible in the short
run and to make them independent in the long
run. Ruth has taken a family to doctor’s appointments, scoured Goodwill to find boots, donated
towels, weeded through her children’s old book
collection & passed those on, facilitated a friend’s
donation, played board games with the kids in
the family (and thus helping with their English),
and taken the family to sign up for W.I.C.
Ruth said her latest Caring Circle began with a
meeting at the family’s apartment. At this first
meeting, the Circle members reviewed the
appointments the family had and assigned Circle
members to facilitate these tasks. Theoretically,
someone from the Circle should visit once a
week, but there is so much to do, Ruth says,
interaction might happen more often.
Ilan and Yoka Adar are also volunteers for
NOLB. They housed a newly arrived family for
five days before their apartment was ready. Ilan
is interested in forming a Caring Circle though
Temple Sinai. Ruth agrees that it can be more
fulfilling to have friends that form a circle, but
that is not absolutely necessary.
Through experience NOLB realized that a
smaller, affordable city like Rochester, is more
suitable for settling these deserving families.
Consequently, Rochester needs more Caring
Circles. If you would like to participate in a Sinai
Caring Circle, a group of Sinai people who help a
family in Rochester that arrived through the No
One Left Behind program, please contact the
Social Action Committee at socialaction@tsinai.
org.
Please note that this article was shortened. See the full
article at tsinai.org and click the link "No One Left
Behind.”

Social Action

The program is free and open to the community. Refreshments will be served. For more
information, call Judy Schwartz at 442-5111.

13

14

RABBI KATZ’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of
Harold Kay, by Steven & Susan Silberman
Selma Kay, by Steven & Susan Silberman
Harry Danoff, by Evelyn Mitzner Wohl
In honor of
The birth of Marilyn & Remy Fenster’s
grandson Benjamin, by Norm & Donna
Lederman, Michael & Susan Mercier
The birth of Rabbi & Jan Katz’s granddaughter,
by Michael & Susan Mercier
In appreciation of
Rabbi Katz, by Bernice Fraum & family
Rabbi Katz for Rose’s Bat Mitzvah, by Christina
Lee & Marc Libman
Rabbi Katz for conducting a beautiful and
meaningful service for Carol Freeman, by
David & Yosepha Freeman
A donation has been made by Michael & Susan
Harf

Contributions

RABBI TILL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of
Marian Eckstein, by Audrey Sussman
Louis Fraum, by Martha & John Osowski,
Michael & Donna Goldberg
Ethel Rosenbloom, by Michael, Susan &
Nathan Rosenbloom
Abraham Rifkin, by Marsha & Abigail Urban
Rifkin
Helen Frindel, by Lili & Jeff Voldman
Murray Astarita, by Marilyn & Remy Fenster
David Schwartz, by Ron & Sherry Schwartz
Alfred Marcus, by Rozanne Marcus
In appreciation of
Rabbi Till, by Bernice Fraum & family
ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND
In memory of
Josephine Auerbach, by Karl Auerbach
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of
Louis Fraum, by Ellie Kriger
FLORAL FUND
In memory of
Eva Cresov, by Rochelle Cresov

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of
Louis Fraum, by Ann & Bruce Leonard, Mary
Jane Farone, Alan & Ronny Frishman
Sarah Etlinger, by Marlene & Henry Etlinger
and family
Beatrice Etlinger, by Marlene & Henry Etlinger
and family
Sylvia Berkowitz, by Marlene & Henry Etlinger
and family
Murray Astarita, by Monika & Les Katzel, Judy
& Alan Wertheimer, Stuart & Betsy Bobry
Max Rosenstein, by Irv & Gloria Rosenstein
Sigmund Piekunka, by Tom & Joy Piekunka
Evelyn Greenfield, by Kevin Cavanagh & Carla
Greenfield
In honor of
Bob Israel’s retirement, by Monika & Les
Katzel, Nancy & Ron Kraus
The birth of Tom & Vicki Finnefrock's
grandson Dylan, by Monika & Les Katzel
The birth of Marilyn & Remy Fenster's
grandson Benjamin, by Nancy & Ron
Kraus
Susan Stanger’s special birthday, by Nancy &
Ron Kraus
Joe Wojciechowski’s special birthday, by
Nancy & Ron Kraus
Marilyn & Remy Fenster’s special anniversary,
by Nancy & Ron Kraus
Joyce & Charlie Schachter’s special anniversary,
by Nancy & Ron Kraus, Ellie Kriger
GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In memory of
Alex Novozhenets, by Brokha & Grigoriy
Novozhenets
Jack Ripps, by Isaak Rivshin
Jacob Altman, by Lillian Courtheoux
Duwayne Statz, by Jason Mendler & Laticia Valle
Bernard Klein, by Jason Mendler & Laticia Valle
JOEL BLOOM MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of
Anna Catherine Price, by Marjorie Baker Price
Robert Rockmaker, by Ellen Rockmaker
Pearl Rubin, by the Rubin/Kwong family
Sydney Rubin, by the Rubin/Kwong family
Jerry Usdane, by Elaine Montrose Usdane
In honor of
The engagement of our son Josh to Andrea
Gardiner, by Sandy & Sally Constine

LAMPERT MUSIC FUND
In memory of
Tony Dechario, by Arlene Cooper
In honor of
Joe Wojciechowski’s special birthday, by Linda
Rubel & Bill Waddell
In appreciation of
Elise Wojciechowski, by Bernice Fraum & family
MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND
In memory of
Edwin Yunker, by the Yunker family
Lillian Meyers, by Wayne & Susan Willis
Sadie Klein, by Mark Anderson & Randi Forman
ONEG FUND
In memory of
Jerry & Lillian Fain, by Marilyn & Remy Fenster
Morris & Sadie Kaiser, by Marilyn & Remy
Fenster
Anna & Philip Fain, by Marilyn & Remy
Fenster
Louis Fraum, by Bob & Joyce Herman
Jack & Ann Shulman, by Francine Feinstein

A donation has been made by Lillian Courtheoux
WINDOWS OF LIGHT FUND
In memory of
David Newman, by Karen & Ron Newman
Sylvia Snyder, by Karen & Ron Newman
In honor of
The birth of Rabbi & Jan Katz’s granddaughter,
by Karen & Ron Newman
The birth of Marilyn & Remy Fenster’s grandson
Benjamin, by Karen & Ron Newman
PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of
Evelyn Seidman Cohen, by Harriet & Lou
Slawetsky
Eva Cresov, by Marvin & Irene Barkin
David Ball, by Marvin & Irene Barkin
Murray Astarita, by Harriet & Lou Slawetsky
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RAIHN FUND
In memory of
Louis Fraum, by Andrea Kraus
In honor of
Susan Stanger’s special birthday, by Carol &
Michael Yunker, Ann & Bruce Leonard
Joe Wojciechowski’s special birthday, by Ann
& Bruce Leonard
The birth of Marilyn & Remy Fenster’s grandson
Benjamin, by Carol & Michael Yunker
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In honor of
The birth of Tom & Vicki Finnefrock’s
grandson Dylan, by Ann & Bruce Leonard
The birth of Seymour & Myrna Weinstein’s greatgrandson Dylan, by Ann & Bruce Leonard
The birth of Rabbi & Jan Katz’s granddaughter,
by Ann & Bruce Leonard
The birth of Marilyn & Remy Fenster’s grandson
Benjamin, by Ann & Bruce Leonard
DICK SCHONFELD SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In memory of
Jack Apter, by Debbie Apter
A donation has been made by Lillian Courtheoux
TORAH RESTORATION FUND
In memory of
Abraham Medoff, by Wayne & Susan Willis
Louis Fraum, by Eric Brandt & Carolyn Nussbaum
Jack Bell, by Lea Bell
A donation has been made by Ellen Loughrin
LIBRARY FUND
In memory of
Carol Behrman, by Joseph & Jeni Behrman
Tributes received after January 10th will be
recognized in the March bulletin

Highlighted Fund
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
This fund is devoted to Tikkun
Olam – repairing our world. This
includes social justice, environmental
responsibility, interfaith collaboration, and standing up
for reform Jewish values.

Contributions

In honor of
Joyce & Charlie Schachter’s anniversary, by
Ann & Bruce Leonard
Marilyn & Remy Fenster’s anniversary, by
Ann & Bruce Leonard
The birth of Marilyn & Remy Fenster’s grandson
Benjamin, by Joyce & Charlie Schachter
Liz Ornstein’s latkes, by Michael & Carol Yunker

In honor of
The birth of Heidi & Michael Fishman’s
granddaughter Layla, by Amy Tackaberry
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On the evening of
APRIL 28, 2018,
we will celebrate
ELISE WOJCIECHOWSKI’s
20 YEARS as our CANTORIAL SOLOIST
& wish her well in her retirement!
More information to follow.

