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A HEARTFELT 
TRIBUTE

to
Elise Wojciechowski

A Voice for All Seasons

April 28, 2018
Don't miss out!

Send back your RSVP today!



Elise has always been 
concerned with the 
individual members of 
our congregation. Her 
selection of music has 
allowed the Jews in the 
pews to enter the realm of 
prayer more deeply. Try 
to think of one or two specific songs or prayers 
that brought you to an emotional height, lifting 
your spirit into the heavens above. It might be 
“L’dor vador,” “Kol Nidrei,” “Heal Us Now,” or 
whatever you particularly love.
 
She has always been interested in the personal 
lives of our members. If a name is added to 
the prayer for healing she enquires about the 
individual. She has concern and respect for her 
colleagues and the entire congregation. All the 
professionals and lay leaders benefitted from 
what she shared with us.
 
Elise is not only our cantorial presence, but an 
active member and participant in many aspects 
of congregational life. She is active in numerous 
volunteer activities and committees where she 
gives tirelessly of herself. She loves her Judaism 
and Temple Sinai. She will continue to be an 
active member of our community.
 
I know I will miss her beautiful voice on a 
regular weekly basis. Yet, I am totally grateful 
for the years we have spent together on the 
bima. I cherish and look forward to our 
continued friendship for years to come.

Please join with us at the gatherings to honor 
Elise and enjoy her final months as our cantorial 
presence. 

Shalom,
Rabbi Alan J. Katz

Ivdu et Adonai b’simchah, bo-u l’fanav 
birnanah. Worship God with gladness! 
Come into God’s presence with 
singing. (Ps 100:2)

The inner soul of each person can be lifted 
during worship when the music or chant 
touches the heart. Over the past two decades 
that spiritual reality of having the music 
penetrating our souls has been a gift from “the 
voice of an angel.” That voice was brought to 
us in love by Elise Wojciechowski. 
 
Temple Sinai has been blessed because we 
were able to have our worship made that much 
richer by the music presented week after week.  
The beautiful voice, the sensitivity to the words 
of the prayer, and the stylistic interpretation, 
all mixed with humility have been engendered 
by our emissary of prayer, our shlicha tzibur, the 
one who serves as our congregation’s prayer 
leader.
 
What may not be obvious to the congregation 
at large was how easy and enjoyable it has 
been to work with Elise. She respected all the 
rabbis with whom she partnered, offering both 
her choice of melodies but also ready to meet 
our requests to set a mood or present a specific 
tune. It is her presentation of the prayers that 
not only engages the congregation but helps 
us as rabbis connect to the worship even as we 
co-lead and desire to pray ourselves. Simply 
stated Elise fostered my prayer along with 
yours.
 
Elise was aware that when she offered a new 
melody she would use it a few weeks in a 
row so that those who attended regularly 
would become familiar with it. She continually 
searched for new music so that services would 
not become stale. She mixed new tunes with 
standards as well as mixing different styles.
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Contacting The Rabbis
Please let the temple office (381-6890) know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that the 
Rabbis and the congregation can respond appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any life cycle 
events at which Rabbi Katz or Rabbi Till will be present without speaking to them first. 

To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call her cell phone (355-0192). While Rabbi Katz is on 
sabbatical, please call the temple office at 381-6890 if you need to contact him. 

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. Please remember that HIPAA regulations prevent hospitals from 
alerting us when someone is ill. We ask temple members who are aware that one of our members is in a 
hospital to please call the Temple Sinai office so that one of our Rabbis may visit them. 



soon developed health 
issues that took him out 
of town for treatment, 
and eventually led to his 
untimely passing. Elise 
was one of the congregants 
that filled in for Joel during 
his treatments and helped 
with services after his passing. A committee 
was formed, and an Eastman student was hired 
as an Interim Soloist, but after a year it was 
obvious that it was not a good match. Elise was 
then hired - also as an interim Soloist since she 
had no actual formal musical training at that 
point. After only six months, it was obvious that 
Temple Sinai and Elise were a fabulous match, 
and Elise was hired as our Cantorial Soloist, 
and over twenty years later we still feel all our 
worries of the week melt away as her voice 
carries us into Shabbat.        

Elise’s true joy in her job is in leading prayer, 
and in being a part of life cycle events, at both 
the most beautiful and also the most vulnerable 
times of life. So please join us in thanking Elise 
for all she does. Come join with us on Friday 
April 27th, for a special “Schmoozin’ Shabbat” 
followed by an 8 p.m. Service and Kiddush in 
honor of Elise, and then on Saturday the 28th 
at 6:30 p.m. for “A Voice for All Seasons” - our 
gala in Elise’s honor. Take the opportunity to 
tell Elise how much she means to us, and that 
although we know that she looks forward to her 
future of free weekends, and we look forward 
to our new opportunities as well, we treasure 
the memories, the friendship, and the joy of our 
Judaism that she has helped us find.  

And perhaps now that she will be a congregant 
who is retired, who knows! There may be time 
for a committee or two!!  

Blanche Fenster

As adults, we know that change is a necessary 
part of life and that the more open we are to 
it, the better tomorrow can be. However, that 
doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t also work on 
mindfulness and being present in the moment, 
to truly and fully appreciate everything that 
today has to offer. We can be thankful for both 
without diminishing either.  

On the weekend of April 27th and 28th, we will 
be celebrating the tenure of Elise Wojciechowski 
at Temple Sinai, and wishing her well on her 
retirement as of June 30th. Although it is difficult 
for many of us to imagine Shabbat at Temple 
Sinai before Elise, she actually began as our 
Cantorial Soloist in 1997, a little over twenty 
years ago.        

When Elise and her husband Joe moved 
to Rochester in 1989, they initially joined a 
different synagogue, but it did not feel like 
home to them.  They eventually took a tour 
of Temple Sinai led by congregant Marilyn 
Auerbach, and liked what they saw and heard, 
and joined soon after. Our soloist at the time 
was Joel Bloom, in whose memory our garden 
is named, and Elise’s involvement at the time 
was just as a parent and congregant.  Then one 
Rosh Hashanah, Elise volunteered to chant 
haftorah for the service. Joel Bloom heard her 
sing and immediately asked her to join the 
choir, and that was the very beginning of her 
path to becoming our Cantorial Soloist.  

[And the questions come: How did Elise make 
it to that point in her life with no mentor 
insisting that she sing?  We would never change 
the past because then we wouldn’t be where 
we are, but how did she make it through high 
school without being challenged to do solo fests 
and school musicals and the countless other 
things that would have changed history?] 

I digress. Elise became a member of the Temple 
Sinai choir, and unfortunately Joel Bloom 
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Are you missing something?

Lost & found items are removed 

from the office after 60 days. 

Unclaimed items will be donated 

to Goodwill.

See what's on the menu 
at our website: 

tsinai.org
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School of Jewish 
Life and Learning
 Pinat Ha-Talmid
 (The Student Corner)

By Ilan D. Adar,  
Education Director

And during the last Sunday of March, our 
entire school time was dedicated to the 
celebration of Passover. We held a model seder 
that was led by our capable students (and 
music teachers).

Coffee House & Bake Sale Event
On Sunday, April 22, 9:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m., our 
students, parents, and all other members of our 
temple, as well as the community at large, are 
invited to visit, shop, and socialize during our 
Coffee House & Bake Sale event.

We will appreciate any contribution of baked 
goods!  Please no nuts!  Please indicate if your 
contribution is gluten free.

Baked goods can be brought on Sunday 
morning to our social hall; or on Friday 
morning, April 20, to the office (we will place it 
in the refrigerator till Sunday morning). 

The visiting schedule for our classes are: 
Second and Third Grade:  9:55 - 10:15 a.m.
Sixth and Seventh Grade: 10:35-10:55 a.m.
Fourth and Fifth Grade:  11:00-11:20 a.m.

Kindergarten and 1st grade parents are 
welcome to visit the bake sale with their 
children at the end of our school day. 
Please provide your child/ren with some money 
(if you wish to do so). They will have a chance 
to purchase baked goods during their visit. 
Please Note:  You are more than welcome to 
join with your children during their visit.   

Coffee House & Bake Sale Open Mic
This is an open invitation to all interested 
members of our temple.  

We would like to invite anyone who would 
share his/her talent: singing, playing an 
instrument, and/or telling a story, to our Open 
Mic during our Coffee House & Bake Sale event.
Please let me know (iadar@tsinai.org) if you are 
interested in participating. I will let you know 
about your estimated performing time.

April Schedule of Events
Sunday, April 1 - 8:  No school or Kesher 

(Passover and Spring Recess)
Wednesday, Apr. 11:  Bogrim (will meet at the 

JCC for the Holocaust Remembrance Day)

It is Friday, March 9, when I sit to write this 
article. Unlike last year, the grounds and trees 
are still covered with snow. Let’s hope that 
in three weeks we’ll be able to see buds on 
the trees, just in time for Passover, officially 
celebrated during the month of Aviv (spring . . .). 

March was a busy month. It began on Sunday, 
March 4, when we gathered in the Social Hall 
to celebrate Purim. We thank Debbie Kanner, 
Biffy Borg, Barb Snyderman, and Deborah 
Uman for preparing the dough for our delicious 
Hamantaschen; and to Barb Snyderman for 
taking care that they were baked and ready 
for our students at the end of our Purim 
celebration.

A week later, Sunday, March 11, our 3rd grade 
students and their parents participated in their 
class program, titled: “Partners with God.” 
During the program students and parents were 
engaged in discussing the various ways we can 
become God’s partners; and making personal 
posters depicting their favorite “core of action.”

On Saturday, March 17, our 6th grade students 
and their families gathered in the sanctuary 
for Shabbat morning service led by the 
students. As could be expected, the students 
led the service beautifully (thank you to Ms. 
Nira Mehlenbacher and her Madrichim and 
Madrichot; and to the parents for encouraging 
their children to practice). After the service we 
gathered in the social hall for a pot-luck lunch.

On Sunday, March 18, our 2nd grade students 
and their parents participated in their 
curriculum related program: “Be a Torah.” 
Students chose their favorite Torah story; made 
scroll-like parchment paper pages; and wrote 
on it about the story they chose from the Torah.  
The program concluded with students and 
parents sitting in two opposing lines of chairs; 
holding an un-scrolled Torah; and learning 
about various aspects of its text and physical 
attributes.
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Wednesday, Apr. 11:  Holocaust Remembrance 

Day (JCC – 7:00 p.m.)
Friday, Apr. 13:  Young Family Service (6:00 p.m.), 

featuring 2nd grade class; Erev Shabbat 
Service at 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, Apr. 15:  Sprouts
Tuesday, Apr. 17:  Israel Memorial Day event at 

Temple Sinai
Wednesday, Apr. 18:  Israel Independence Day 

(at the JCC – 5:30-8:00 p.m.)
Friday, Apr. 20:  Family Service at 6:00 p.m.; 

Shabbat with Friends dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, Apr. 22:  Coffee House & Bake Sale 

with “Open Mic.”  (9:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.)
Sunday, Apr. 29: Sprouts

Rabbi Till will continue to offer a class 
entitled, “A Taste of Talmud.” PLEASE 
NOTE: This class is being taught entirely 
in English and no prior familiarity with 
Talmud will be assumed. The format will 
be very similar to last year’s – very popular --  
offering on Responsa, with a different 
contemporary issue being addressed 
each week and an opportunity to learn 
and discuss what the rabbis of the 
Talmud had to say. You may be surprised 
at the timelessness of some of these 
topics! Each class will be self-contained. 
Please drop in for any (or all) as your 
schedule allows. Classes are on Sunday 
from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. when religious 
school is in session.

              

Adult Education

RATSY
Shalom dear RATSY members and potential 
members!  
 
This is Nira Mehlenbacher, your new RATSY 
advisor here to let you know about our exciting 
future programs for the month of April. If you 
are in 9th - 12th grade, please join us!
 
• Saturday April 14 - Oy Vey So You're Not a 

Jew 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
• Sunday April 22 - Gender Stereotypes and 

Our Job to Combat Them 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
• Friday-Sunday April 27-29 - Spring Kallah 
 
Please note that 8th graders can attend Spring 
Kallah at Camp George. Just a reminder that 
for any of NFTY NEL out of town event, each 
registrant will receive a $100 scholarship 
toward covering costs. 
 
Also, great job preparing and running the 
Purim carnival! It was successful and lots of 
fun! Todah Rabah!  
 
Please feel free to contact me at any time by 
email nmehlenb@rochester.rr.com with any 
questions, concerns or anything you need. 
Feel free also to reach out to RATSY president, 
Jacob Snyderman jacob.snyderman@gmail.com 
with any questions.

YOUTH CORNER

SAWCY
Early in March, several members of SAWCY 
helped with the Purim Carnival. They had 
fun dressing up and playing carnival games 
with kids. SAWCY participated in a PB&J-A-
Thon Event! SAWCY members helped to make 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Then they 
wrapped them and they were donated to local 
food pantries in the Rochester area. 

Please check out the SAWCY bulletin board 
outside the temple office and Facebook 
page (under groups "SAWCY") for updated 
event information now and throughout 
the year. SAWCY is full of opportunities to 
have fun, give back and perform tzedakah, 
collaborate with RATSY, cook traditional Jewish 
goodies as well as learn about each other. Please 
feel free to contact Diana Seroski with any 
questions: sawcy18@gmail.com.

Please bring your USED 
COMPUTER PRINTER CARTRIDGES 

to the school office. 

The Religious School will receive 
money for all cartridges turned in.
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Within Our Family
In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of:
Gerald D. Regan, father in law of Eva Regan
Andy Cyrkin, brother of David Cyrkin
Marshall Fladd, cousin of John Diggory
Mildred Hill, mother of Laurie Bush
The Temple family extends its heartfelt 
sympathy to the families.

Mazal Tov to…
Bonnie Hughes and Ed Muszynski on the 

birth of their grandson, Andrew Moura 
Muszynski. Andrew is the son of Brian and 
Karina Muszynski and the brother of Ian.

Todah Rabah to…
Mark & Lois Utell for their donation to the 

2017 High Holy Days Appeal in memory of 
Joseph & Ruth Brooks and Milton & Sylvia 
Utell.

Be part of the Sinai Community! 
Join our service as our B'nai Mitzah lead us in worship.

Harrison
Lundquist

April 21,
10:30 a.m.

service
Son of

Randy and
Canaan Lundquist

Tessa
Cohen
April 14,

10:30 a.m.
service

Daughter of
Robert and

Mary Beth Cohen

Cantor Search
Temple Sinai is very happy to 
announce that our Cantor search is 
complete, and that Cantor Renata 
Braun has been hired to start on July 
1, 2018. Cantor Braun will be moving 
here from Baltimore, Maryland, and 
we look forward to welcoming her 
and her family to Rochester. We will 
make more information about Cantor 
Braun available soon. 

Please 
support 
our Locally 
Produced 
Bulletin
 
For many years, Temple Sinai bulletins were 
prepared by Parish Publications; a business that 
provided congregations with bulletins for free, 
covering their cost by selling advertising. 
 
Several years ago, Parish Publications was 
purchased by another firm and their print 
production moved to Connecticut. Now, 
the Temple bulletin is printed by the local 
company Greenwood Typo and Art Services. 
They offer the same service: free printing and 
paper paid for by advertising. By working 
with Greenwood, the Temple prevents the 
unnecessary fuel usage involved in trucking 
the bulletins from out-of-state, and we get to 
support a locally-owned company. 
 
If you own a business, please consider placing 
an ad in our center pages. Since they are not a 
national company, Greenwood relies solely on 
local advertisers. Your advertising dollars will 
support our Bulletin and the local economy. 
You can reach Greenwood at 671-2951.

Unfortunately, advertising has fallen off in the  
last several years and Greenwood has started 
charging for the bulletin. Therefore, it is important 
that we get a few new advertisers. If you or 
someone you know owns a business, please 
consider placing an ad to support our temple 
and to inform congregants about your business. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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      Sunday      Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

April 2018 Calendar

8 9 10 11 13

1615 17 21

22 26 2827

1 2

23 24

3 4 5

25

School in Session
Bogrim (will meet 
at the JCC) 
6:00 p.m.
Yom Hashoah 
Community 
Service at JCC
7:00 p.m.

Erev Shabbat 
Young Family 
Service followed by 
dinner 6:00 p.m.
Schmoozin' 
Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat 
Service  8:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion: 
Shemini
Leviticus 9.1 – 11.47

6 7

12 14

18 2019

Erev Shabbat 
Service with 
Birthday Blessings 
6:00 p.m. 
Passover

Schmoozin' 
Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shabbat 
Service  8:00 p.m.
Special Oneg in 
honor of  Elise 
Wojciechowski
Torah Portion: 
Acharei Mot-
Kedoshim
Leviticus 16.1 –20.27

NO TORAH STUDY
Shabbat Morning 
Passover Service 
with Yizkor Memorial 
Prayers 10:30 a.m.

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.

School in Session
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.

School in Session
Coffee for a Cause
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Conversational 
Hebrew 10:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.
Carousel Panel 
Controversy & Jim 
Crow Art 2:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL
Klezmer Band 
Practice 7:00 p.m.
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

NO SCHOOL
NO ADULT ED

29 30

Erev Shabbat 
Service 6:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Dinner 
with Friends 
7:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Tazria-
Metzora
Leviticus 12.1 –15.33

School in Session
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Mega Bake Sale 
9:30 a.m.
Conversational 
Hebrew 10:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

Religious 
Practices 
Committee 
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

 

on 4/6

 Bir
thday  

Blessings

May Erev Shabbat Services
May 4   Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

May 11  Young Family Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m. 
     Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

May 18  Erev Shabbat Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

May 25   Erev Shabbat Service @ 8:00 p.m.

School in Session
Sprouts 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed 9:30 a.m.
Conversational 
Hebrew 10:30 a.m.
Kesher 12:00 p.m.

School in Session

NO SCHOOL
NO ADULT ED

Rochester 
Regional Coalition 
Against Human 
Trafficking 
4:00 p.m.
Membership 
Committee 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Shalom Hartman 
class 
(pre-registration 
required) 
6:30 p.m.

Board of 
Trustees Meeting 
7:30 p.m.

Shalom Hartman 
class 
(pre-registration 
required) 
6:30 p.m.

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Gala in honor of 
Elise Wociechowski 
6:30 p.m.

Yom Hazikaron 
Service/Program 
5:00 p.m.
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April 6 & 7 
Albert Aroesty
Saul Babbin
Aaron Beckwith
Paul Braverman
Kopel Burdman
Gabriel Chekow
Betty Dworkin
Carol Einbinder
Joan Finegood
Rosalind Forrest
Barnet Fried
Ada Gerber
Sol Goldman
Louis Green
Doris Groden
Richard Guon
Helen Hill
David Jacobs
Milton Jacobson
Anna Joel
Lev Katz
Robert Kellerman
Nathan Kessler
Rena Kolman
Rhoda Kotok
Rose Kurchin
Molly Levitt
Elmer Louis
Samuel Mazur
Sarnoff Mednick
Jack Meyers
Judith Potter
Maura DeMayo Puddu
Philip Rakov
Anneliese Rayburn
Mildred Rosenbaum
Leonard Shavick

Lenore Specterman
Anita Staenberg
Beryl Waldman
Rose Yaffee
Isaac Zuckerman

April 13 & 14
Kathryn Bancroft
Morris Bookholtz
Irving Cooper
Bernard Cramer
Marvin Demchick
Freda Feldman
David Freedman
Pearl Goldenberg
Margery Gootnick
Faivel Gurevech
Ida Keil
Esther Mutnick
Gail Nichtern
Malvin Ring
Judy Sandler
Erle Scheller
Norman Schenker
Henry Schlossberg
Ethel Shiffrin
Arthur Stillman
Dorothy Burke 
   Waltzer
Fraya Wildman
Deborah Zimmerman

April 20 & 21 
Josephine Abelman
Tanya Berg
Saundra Braitman
Stephanie Buran
Elizabeth Cadien

Israel Ginsburg
Anne Gitlin
Ruth Gold
Arlene Goldman
Belle Goldstein
Nelson Gorin
Rosalyn Greenberg
Joe Harrell Jones
Max Kahn
Hyman Klein
Roslyn L. Lerner
Dorothy Pitlick
Betty Rifkin
Boruch Rivshin
Florence Rosenfeld
Leah Roth
Idel Royzer
Elsie Shrager
Helen Smetana
Marcia Weiner
Michael Weiner
Nathan Weinstein
Lawrence Wilan
John Zack

April 27 & 28
Abraham D. Abrams
Charles Ash
Horace Becker
Betty Benjamin
Jennie Berson
Lyle Brozost
Helen Cramer
Shirley Feinstein
Howard Feinstein
Sara Golub
Arlyn Grossman
Elaine Hacker

Sanford H. Jacobson
Henry Katz
Peter Liebschutz
Thelma Marcus
Rosemarie Molser
Evelyn Paulin
Ruth Pincus
Warren Proulx, Sr.
Lloyd Relin
Sharon Rosa
Harry Q. Rosenfeld
Zlota Royzer
Morton Sarachan
David Schneider
Ernest Smetana
Kenneth Weaver
Milton Wittenberg
Joseph Wojciechowski

May 4 & 5
Ruth Baker
Polya Berenbaum
Mary Jo Ebner
Margaret Faber
Barbara Fleischer
Harvey Gage
Samter Horwitz
Barry Kiener
Samuel Klau
Abba Lekakh
June McDonnell
Pearl Parnes
Thomas F. Reinke, Jr.
Arthur Rosen
Philip Salit
Freda Wilson
Jack Yellen
Morris Zand
Morton Zimbler

Yahrzeits 
The departed live on in the hearts of those who cherish their memory

Todah 
   Rabah !

... to all those who 
remembered Temple Sinai 
when they remembered others.
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Temple Contacts
Rabbis   
Alan J. Katz   rabbikatz@tsinai.org
Debbi Till  rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Education Director 
Ilan Adar  iadar@tsinai.org
Cantorial Soloist 
Elise Wojciechowski
Executive Director
Jerry Elman jelman@tsinai.org

                                  Officers
 President 
 Blanche Fenster
             Secretary 
 Renee Brownstein

              visit our website:
              www.tsinai.org

Vice Presidents:
Administration Keith Greer
Congregant Connections Carol Yunker
Finance Victor Poleshuck
Education Barb Snyderman & Bari Wexler
Religious Practices Ellen Goldenberg
Youth Initiatives Eric Rozen
Caring Community & Social Action
Anne Ghory-Goodman

The Social Action Committee and School of Life  
and Learning staff have planned a new structure  
for Mitzvah Day this year and moving forward. 
We hope people of all ages will work together 
on projects of special interest. There will be 
things to do both at Temple Sinai and in the 
community. Here are some of the activities you 
can participate in on Mitzvah Day:

• Prepare Temple Sinai gardens

• Prepare backpacks of school 
supplies for School 45

• Sort book donations for School 45

• Help at JFS's Pencils and Paper warehouse, 
which provides school supplies for needy 
classrooms

• Spring clean at Brighton Food Cupboard

• Help the organization Refugees          
Helping Refugees move into new 
classrooms at Blessed Sacrament Church 

• Sort household items for No One Left 
Behind

• Help at Wild Wings at Mendon 
Ponds Park

• Prepare supply kits for women in 
distress. Visit rrcaht.org/care-packs to see 
what is needed.

• Sing to entertain the elderly at Brookdale

• Wrap gift books for Horizons summer 
program

• Prepare a brunch for residents at YWCA

• Garden at St. Joseph's Neighborhood 
Center

• Visit action stations at the temple which will 
be devoted to writing letters to advocate for 
important social causes

• Visit the voter registration booth - seniors in 
high school bring your friends!

• Bring in recyclables for recycling station and 
learn where to recycle lots of items. Visit 
colorbrightongreen.org/initiatives/recycling-
at-brighton-farmers-market to see what is 
taken.

The details of how to register for these and 
other activities will be sent out via email the 
first week of April on Sign Up. For those who 
do not have access to email, please call Nancy 
Kraus at 732-9195.

Another way to help is to bring in school items 
for backpacks and personal items for women 
in distress between now and Mitzvah Day. 
Collection boxes will be placed at both doors.

We will celebrate our morning work with an 
Israeli lunch at temple starting at noon.

May 6, 2018
  Get Involved in Mitzvah Day  - 18 for 18!
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     THE TEMPLE SINAI 
WOMEN'S CHAVURAH 

INVITES YOU TO A PROGRAM ABOUT THE 

DENTZEL CAROUSEL PANEL 
& RACISM

 Sunday, April 29 at 2:00 p.m.
 at the 

ROCHESTER MUSEUM AND SCIENCE CENTER
657 East Avenue

                           

In 2016, a panel featuring racist artwork was  
removed from the Dentzel Carousel at Ontario 
Beach Park in Rochester, after being on display 
for 111 years. This issue generated quite a 
controversy in our community. Activists created  
this exhibit to show that pickaninny art perpet-
uates ongoing individual, institutional, and 
structural racism by denying the humanity  
of Black children. The display has traveled 
throughout the community this year and is now 
permanently housed at The Rochester Museum 
and Science Center. 
 
Please join us for a program about this display, 
followed by a discussion on racism today and 
the actions we can take in Rochester to work 
toward racial justice. This program will be lead 
by Nancy Kraus and The Take it Down Plan-
ning Committee. 

PLEASE RSVP BY APRIL 23 to CAROL 
YUNKER AT VPKelly@aol.com or 385-3910.
 
THE MUSEUM IS GRACIOUSLY WAIVING 
THEIR ADMISSION CHARGE FOR PEOPLE 
WHO ATTEND THIS SPECIAL PROGRAM. 
 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN US,
AND AS ALWAYS, NOT FOR WOMEN ONLY!

AARP SMART DRIVER COURSE

Temple Sinai has partnered with AARP to 
offer a course designed for mature licensed 
drivers to tune up on driving skills. Upon 
completion, participants may receive up to 
10% multi-year reduction on certain portions 
of auto insurance coverage. NY DMV MAY 
allow up to a four-point reduction. This 
course is open only to TEMPLE SINAI 
FAMILY MEMBERS.

Fee: $20 AARP members/$25 non-members, 
payable at start of first class (check only, no 
cash). Checks payable to AARP.

Participants MUST bring NYS driver’s 
license to class.

Attendees MUST be present for the entire 
session(s). Classes will be held in the Youth 
Lounge.

This is a 6-hour class. Hours are from 9:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Class dates: June 7th and June 14th OR August 
9th and August 16th.

Go to tsinai.org and click link ‘AARP Smart 
Driver Course’ to register. You will develop 
a greater appreciation of new driving 
challenges!

Don’t forget that Temple 
Sinai now has real time 
video streaming camera 
technology installed in 
our sanctuary!
  
Our video streaming 

technology is used to record all regularly 
scheduled services and holiday services that 
are held in our sanctuary. People who cannot 
attend can go our website to pick up the live 
video streaming from their computer, smart 
phone or tablet. These are archived and can 
be accessed at a later date if you are unable to 
watch it live.  
   
For more information, please contact Jerry 
Elman at the temple office, 381-6890.
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Calling all Bakers
Bakers will be needed to supply pastries for 

the event celebrating Elise Wojciechowski on 
Saturday, April 28, 2018.  

Please join the Bakers List by sending an email to 
Donna Goldberg at dgoldberg10@gmail.com
 or Ronny Frishman at frishman@rochester.rr.com.

 The committee will supply recipes to ensure a variety 
of baked goods. You may also 
suggest a recipe of your own. 
We appreciate your talent and 
interest.

Shabbat Dinner with Friends 
Spring is almost upon us, and that makes us think about baseball! 
Please join us on Friday, April 20th after the 6:00 p.m. service for our 
Shabbat Dinner with Friends, where our theme this month is Take 
Me Out to the Ballpark. We will have all of your favorite ballpark 
foods, including Cracker Jack. And since many of the ballparks around 
the country are improving their culinary choices, some dishes that 
you don't necessarily associate with baseball, including numerous 
vegetarian dishes. (The menu will be posted at tsinai.org the week of 
the dinner.) We will have baseball trivia and there will be a prize for 
the table that comes up with the greatest number of baseball themed 
movies! So whether you love baseball, or just want to celebrate the 
start of spring, please join us for a fun, delicious evening.

Note: this is a change from the normal Shabbat Dinner with Friends 
schedule. It is usually the first Friday of the month, but because of 
Passover, we have rescheduled it this month for the third Friday - 
April 20th.
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RABBI KATZ’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In memory of
Arnold Israel, by Robert & Merilyn Israel
Ernest Brownell, Sr., by Gail Brownell & Jay 

Supnick
Marion Brownell, by Gail Brownell & Jay 

Supnick
Bernard Mark Agins, by Rose Agins
Louis Fraum, by Sharon Peck Silvio
Gail Saunders, by Claire, Eli & Ruth Stein

RABBI TILL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of

Melvin Fernandez, by Judy & Allan Schwartz
Arnold Israel, by Robert & Merilyn Israel
Ernest Brownell, Sr., by Gail Brownell & Jay 

Supnick
Marion Brownell, by Gail Brownell & Jay 

Supnick
Benjamin Hiller, by Nancy Hiller
Lena Danoff, by Evelyn Mitzner Wohl
Ben Frindel, by Lili & Jeff Voldman
Abe Levitt, by Jane & Jerry Margolis
A donation has been made by David & Barbara 

Snyderman

PRESIDENT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of

The birth of Vicki & Tom Finnefrock grandson 
Dylan, by Mark Anderson & Randi Forman

ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND
In memory of

Myra Schoenfeld, by Bonnie Guon
A donation has been made by Joel & Ann 

Shamaskin, Esther Brill & RJ Ruble, 
James Spiller, Abby Urban Rifkin, Lillian 
Courtheoux

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of

Alice Levine Rosen, by Liz Ornstein
Polina Boruchova, by Lana & Yefim Royzer

In honor of
TJ Dunning for his remarkable acts of caring, 

by Liz Ornstein
A donation has been made by Rebecca Drayer

BUILDING FUND
A donation has been made by Roy Berns & 

Susan Stanger

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of

Julius Greenfield, by Kevin Cavanagh & 
Carla Greenfield

Robert Rose, by Les & Monika Katzel
Andy Cyrkin, by Joyce & Charlie Schachter, 

Monika & Les Katzel
Lennie Singer, by Sharon Peck Silvio & Patrick 

Taricone
Mary Jo Smith, by Peter & Susan Bondy
Enid Bondy, by Peter & Susan Bondy
Stanley Muszynski, by Ed Muszynski & 

Bonnie Hughes
In honor of

The birth of Margie Price's grandson, Jonah Ari 
Solemany, by Les & Monika Katzel

Monika & Les Katzel’s special birthdays, by 
Linda & Milt Rapkin, Liz Steinberg

Our new grandson, Andrew Moura 
Muszynski, by Ed Muszynski & Bonnie 
Hughes

The engagement of Karl Auerbach’s daughter 
Andrea, by Monika & Les Katzel

Healing wishes to
David Kotok, by Les & Monika Katzel

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In memory of

Nicholas Greenfield, by Kevin Cavanagh & 
Carla Greenfield

Leonid Sanberg, by Margarita Sanberg
Israel Ginzburg, by Isaak & Nina Rivshin
Boris Rivshin, by Isaak & Nina Rivshin
Richard Frankel, by Neil Frankel
Pesya Gurevich, by Grigoriy & Brokha 

Novozhenets, Zina Lyubchanskaya
Mildred Lapin, by Paula Lapin Zeman
A donation has been made by Ellen Loughrin

ISRAEL PROGRAMMING FUND
In memory of

Julia Rosenfeld, by Arlene & Howard Schenker

JOEL BLOOM MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of

Sarah Lewis, by Ed & Bess Lewis
Joseph Keil, by Arlene & Jerry Wiesenberg
Hyman Cresov, by Rochelle Cresov
Selma Levy, by Mark Levy
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LAMPERT MUSIC FUND
In memory of

Bruce Holm, by Allison Holm
Robert Rosen, by Sharon Peck Silvio

In honor of
Elise Wojciechowski's 20 years of dedicated 

service to Temple Sinai, by Roy Berns & 
Susan Stanger

LIBRARY FUND
In memory of

Arnold Sheidlower, by Ed, Kim & Emma 
Sheidlower

MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND
In memory of

Thomas Courtheoux, by Lillian Courtheoux
Lucille Schwartz, by Sherry & Ron Schwartz
Joseph Zatzkin, by Sherry & Ron Schwartz
Sadie Rosen, by Irma Wiener
Ruth Volinsky, by Alan & Sherry Volinsky
David Forman, by Randi Forman & Mark 

Anderson
In honor of

Linda Alpert Gillis’s promotion to Professor of 
Psychiatry, by Joyce Alpert

In appreciation of
Elise Wojciechowski, by Phyllis Rosen
A donation has been made by Reba Silterra

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of

Jacob Friedlander, by Ian & Elise Friedlander
Jack Slawetsky, by Lou & Harriet Slawetsky
Charles Bullard, by Ed & Sarah Bullard

RAIHN FUND
In memory of

Alice Levine Rosen, by Lona Farhi & Ralph 
Locke

Marshall Fladd, by Joyce & Charlie Schachter
Healing wishes to

David Kotok, by Sharon Peck Silvio

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In honor of

The birth of Marilyn & Remy Fenster’s 
grandson Benjamin, by Mark Anderson & 
Randi Forman

SHABBAT FAMILY PROGRAM 
ENDOWMENT FUND

In honor of
Caren Rudin’s birthday, by Liz Steinberg

DICK SCHONFELD 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In memory of
Ted Holmes, by Judy Holmes
Ida Friedlander, by Judy Holmes
Alice Levine Rosen, by Nancy & Ronald Kraus, 

Sharon Peck Silvio, Peggy Cherkasky
Leonid Sanberg, by Irina Sanberg
Harold Mann, by David, Denise & Adam 

Cyrkin

TED ROTHSCHILD 
ART AND CULTURAL FUND

In memory of
Sally Rappaport, by Mike & Heidi Fishman

 TORAH RESTORATION FUND
In memory of

Jack Gordon, by Barry Goldfarb & Judy 
Abelman

WINDOWS OF LIGHT FUND
In memory of

Leonard Newman, by Ron & Karen Newman

For information about these funds, go to our website:  
www.tsinai.org /About Us / Contributions /

Tributes received after March 10th will be 
acknowledged in the May Bulletin

      Highlighted Fund    
 
                                                                                                         
                                                                       

ONEG FUND

This fund is used to enhance the Kiddush 
and Oneg Shabbats held after services 
for the benefit and enjoyment of the 
congregation and our guests. 
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You could feel the warmth 
of the tropics during our 
Moana Purim Spiel in 
February. Thanks to our 
wonderful Purim Players:

Row 1 – Lindsey Hagan, 
Eva Regan, Julia Reeder, 
Rebecca Schachter (lyricist).

Row 2 –Elise 
Wojciechowski, Irina 
Lupynis (accompanist), 
Susan Rizzo, Alex Reeder, 
Rabbi Till, Pauline 
Rosenberg and Ilan Adar.

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped to make our Purim celebration a smashing success! Thanks also go 
to RATSY and SAWCY for a fun carnival and to Temple Life for arranging a delicious pizza and salad dinner. 
Many hands make light work! Make new friends by volunteering for our next event.

Moana 
Purim
Spiel


