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150th Annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

November 25, 2021
Follow Snippets for more information on this 

Rochester Thanksgiving Day tradition, which will be 
brought to you both in-person and in virtual format this year.

Zoom meeting ID: 898 2508 5809    Passcode: 385433



12. Jewish blessings 
include one thanking 
God for the ability to 
go to the bathroom.

13. Elvis Presley ran 
errands on Shabbat for 
the rabbi who was his 
next door neighbor and 
gave generously to the Memphis Jewish 
community.

14. In Gibraltar, Jews use the dust of bricks 
instead of apples when making charoset.

15. A person cannot convert out of Judaism. 
Once a Jew, always a Jew.

16. Coney Island Bialys and Bagels, founded 
in 1920 by Morris Rosenzweig, a Jewish 
immigrant from Poland, is the oldest 
kosher bagel shop in New York.

17. Bess Myerson was the first Jewish Miss 
America; it happened in 1945.

18. The oldest synagogue still standing in the 
U.S. is the Touro synagogue in Newport, 
Rhode Island, completed in 1763.

I am eager to grow this list with you and 
welcome your additions!
 

Rabbi Debbi Till
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2 At the beginning of November many of 
us are already looking forward to the 

end of the month and – to Thanksgiving and 
long-awaited time with family and friends (in 
person or remotely). Throughout the month, 
rhythms begin to slow, plans are finalized, 
menus are set and there is palpable excitement 
in the air as we approach this designated time 
for gratitude. Though not a Jewish holiday, the 
practice of welcoming guests and giving thanks 
are undeniably Jewish. 

Shortly after moving to the United States, I 
attended a big, well-organized Thanksgiving 
dinner where the hosts had tended to every 
detail including a beautifully set table 
complete with pre-arranged seating and little 
cards with conversation starters for all of us.  
While I do not remember what was written 
on those cards, I do remember the ease with 
which the dinner conversations flowed and the 
unexpected way we got to know one another.  
To that end, I share with you these 18 lesser-
known facts about Judaism and Jewish people 
from Rabbi Robin Leonard Nafshi for either 
your Thanksgiving gathering if fitting, or your 
Chanukah table beginning at the end of this 
month (November 28th):

1. A rabbi invented speed dating.
2. Medical marijuana is kosher.
3. Marilyn Monroe was Jewish.
4. The population of Jews in the world is 

similar to the margin of error in the 
Chinese census.

5. Locusts are the only kosher insects.
6. Giving someone a job is the highest form 

of charity.
7. The sign of the Vulcan (Mr. Spock in Star 

Trek) comes from the tradition of reciting 
the Priestly Benediction.

8. There is one kosher butcher in Cuba.
9. There have been zero recorded incidents 

of anti-Semitism in India; Jews arrived 
there 2500 years ago.

10. Shabbat elevators stop at every floor so 
that a traditionally observant Jew doesn’t 
press the button (using electricity is 
creating a fire, banned on Shabbat).

11. Giraffes are kosher.

Contacting the Clergy
Please let the temple office (381-6890) know 
of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions 
so that the clergy and the congregation can 
respond appropriately. Also, remember not to 
schedule any life cycle events at which Rabbi 
Till or Cantor Braun will be present without 
speaking to them first. 

To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please 
call 355-0192. To reach Cantor Braun in an 
emergency, please call 973-953-2489.

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. Please 
remember that HIPAA regulations prevent 
hospitals from alerting us when someone is ill. 
We ask temple congregants who are aware that 
one of our congregants is in a hospital to please 
call the Temple Sinai office so that one of our 
clergy may contact them. 
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Turkey, Thanksgiving and More

We are all looking forward to celebrating the 
holiday of Thanksgiving!  

Thanksgiving is on the way, so let’s talk turkey, 
but in Hebrew. 

DID YOU KNOW?
The Hebrew word for turkey is “tarnegol hodu” 
 .הודו ”in short “hodu – תרנגול הודו

“Hodu” is the Biblical word for India, and 
therefore, in Hebrew, tarnegol hodu means 
"Indian chicken". 

Why, in Hebrew, this “American bird” is 
connected with India?

In fact, in other languages this American bird is 
also connected to India. For example, in Russian 
is it called “indiuk”, in Polish “Indyk”, in French 
“dinde”, and in Yiddish “indik.” Even in Turkey 
they call this bird “hindi.”

So why is this connection with Turkey or India?

One theory is that the name was originally given 
to the BIRD imported to European markets from 
Madagascar by Turkish merchants and therefore, 
received the name “turkey” after the country 

of origin of its importers. As 
a result, the Pilgrims who 
came to Plymouth, saw the 
“AMERICAN BIRD” which 
resembled to them a bird of the 
old country and they gave it the 
same name, “turkey.”
Unlike English, in Hebrew, 
the bird is identified with India and not Turkey. 
The reason for that is when the early explorers 
reached American continent they mistakenly 
thought they have reached India. That is where 
the name “INDIANS” came from for the native 
peoples.

As I have mentioned earlier, “Hodu” is the 
Biblical name for India: the word appears once 
in the first verse of Book of Esther. An interesting 
coincidence is that another meaning for “HODU” 
in Hebrew is “TO GIVE THANKS.” In fact, the 
word “Hodu,” (“give thanks”) appears in many 
of our prayers during Shabbat and Holidays.

So, as we celebrate Thanksgiving, and gather 
around the table  with “tarnegol hodu” at the 
center of the table, let’s remember the words of 
Psalm 107 as we praise God with words: “Hodu 
lAdonay ki tov, ki leolam hasdo - ”We give thanks 
to God, for He is good!”

B’shalom, 

Cantor Renata Braun

GOING AWAY FOR THE WINTER?

If you know you are going away for the 
winter, please contact jschachter@tsinai.org 
or call the office at 381-6890. Let us know 
the dates you will be away. If you would like 
us to send the bulletin, give us your winter 
address and we will make sure to send it. If 
you would like to access the bulletin online 
instead, please do so by visiting tsinai.org.

High Holy Days 
Food Drive

Thank you to all of our 
wonderful congregants 

who donated 1500 pounds 
of food for our High 

Holy Days Food Drive.
Now, more than ever our 

neighbors will benefit from 
your generosity!
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It does so through its 
shared commitment to 
practicing the core Reform 
Jewish value of tikkun 
olam, of repairing our world 
not only through social 
justice but also through 
environmental protection. 
Reform theology illuminates the environmental 
wisdom in Torah and sees, for instance, that the 
biblical injunction of schmita— letting the land 
lay fallow and thereby rejuvenate every seven 
years— points a way for us to act in our own 
time by reducing consumption and thereby 
reducing pressures on the planet. The Reform 
movement started calling on us to act on such 
injunctions 30 years ago, when it began promo-
ting public policy and individual behaviors that 
protect the natural environment and reduce the 
economic and health costs of environmental 
degradation.

Our congregation acts on these environmental 
values in many ways. Many among us cherish 
the naturalistic setting of our sanctuary, tend 
our beautiful gardens, join the hiking chavurah, 
and promote sustainability in the Temple school 
curriculum and community outreach activities. 
We can also do so by reducing energy use and 
increasing the efficiency of our facilities. Temple 
Sinai has taken steps in this direction under the 
green guidance of congregant Jackie Ebner, 
who has helped transition the building towards 
affordable carbon-free electricity. 

Jackie also pointed us in the direction of a 
low-cost energy audit. Using this audit and the 
findings of an impending engineering analysis, a 
group of congregant volunteers will draft a 
facilities strategic plan that will help us ensure 
our facilities are safe, functional, beautiful, and 
more environmentally sustainable. If voluntee-
ring for this planning effort sounds appealing 
and a way you could act on your environmental 
values, please contact Executive Director Mary 
Mansfield in the Temple office.

Jamie Spiller

Now that the High Holy Days (HHDs) have 
passed, I can confess that I often have a 

hard time rising to those sacred days by 
emptying my mind of workaday stresses and 
preoccupations. This was especially true this 
year. 

It was hard to maintain meditative poise as our 
Temple covid task force and HHD planning team 
had to shift gears at the last minute. Having 
mapped out in person services when circumstan-
ces were more favorable during the summer, 
they responded to changing public health cir-
cumstances by recommending and then organi-
zing exclusively online HHD services. 

As you can imagine, this was a stressful under-
taking for all involved. Rather than hindering 
my spiritual focus, however, I felt surprisingly 
serene by the time HHD services began. This 
was due to the inspiring dedication and com-
passion of our clergy, staff and especially volun-
teers who made the blessing of shared and safe 
holy days events possible. THANKS TO ALL 
INVOLVED for their hard work and for remin-
ding me that practicing our shared values (even 
online) is a powerful tonic for occasional world 
weariness.

That reminder was so welcome because my 
weariness had been mounting for months as 
signs of a changing climate intensely affected 
many parts of the country. You may remember 
that Rochester had unusual bouts of very hot 
summer days and that people along the west 
coast and arid south- and mountain-west conten-
ded with far worse. They experienced unprece-
dented heat, drought, and wildfires. Simultaneo-
usly, our compatriots along the south and east 
coasts weathered torrential rain storms of the 
sort that climate scientists (and flood insurers) 
predict for upstate NY in years to come. Perso-
nally attuned to and professionally focused on 
environmental issues, I strained to cope with the 
weight of these extraordinary climate events. 
But HHDs reminded me that I do not need to do 
so alone since I stand with a moral community 
that faces such challenges together.
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It is mid-October; the trees begin to change 
color; and the temperature hints that it is time 
to take our winter clothes out of the closet...

With a delay in beginning our in-person classes, 
we celebrated the first day of school online, 
Sunday, Sept. 26, followed by in-person classes 
on Wednesday, Sept. 29. We thank our parents 
and students for their patience and support.

The month of October was quiet regarding 
programs and events; but a busy one with 
getting used to the protocol of how to best 
conduct our school in-person. Again, we thank 
everyone for working with us until we become 
proficient with all that this encompasses. 

We would like to welcome our new Shinshinim 
(emissaries) from Israel: Ori Issan and Aviv 
Gilad. Aviv and Ori will be with our students on 
Sundays and Wednesdays. The objective of this 
program is to strengthen the connection of our 
students with Israel.

November Schedule of Events
Friday, Nov. 5: Shabbat Family service (6:00 

p.m.)
Sunday, Nov. 7: Daylight Saving begins; 4th 

Grade program with parents (in our social 
hall); Sprouts

Friday, Nov. 12: Bim Bam Shabbat service at 
5:30 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 14: 5th grade program with parents 
(in our social hall); Sprouts; Bogrim

Sunday, Nov. 21: Chanukah Bazaar
Wednesday, Nov. 24: No School (Thanksgiving 

recess)
Sunday, Nov. 28: No School or Kesher 

(Thanksgiving recess) – first night of 
Chanukah

Ashe Nipe
November 6,

10:30 a.m. service

Child of
Nora Rubel &
Robert Nipe

Asher Tickell
November 13,

10:30 a.m. service

Child of
Biffy Borg &
Steven Tickell

Nadia Wehbe
November 20,

10:30 a.m. service

Child of
Sheila &

Ziad Wehbe

Be part of the Sinai Community! 
Join our service in person or on Zoom 
as our B'nai Mitzvah lead us in worship.

Temple Sinai is moving forward in 
regathering and will be hosting 
in-person Onegs after Friday 
evening services. Keep an eye on 
Sinai Snippets for current masking 
and vaccine requirements.

Individually-wrapped cookies 
will still be available on the way 
out for those who would prefer to 
continue to GOneg.
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walking the halls and 
sitting in classrooms. This 
was made possible through 
the installation of a 
substantial air ventilation 
and purification system and 
through the space planning 
and development of health 
and safety protocols by our teachers and school 
staff. Since students remain masked indoors and 
out, there are no snack breaks during school.

The COVID task force will continue to review 
government health and safety guidelines and 
recommendations, as well as Monroe County 
vaccinations (including among children) and 
positive test rates. They now meet weekly and 
advise Temple leadership so that it can 
determine how best to balance the Temple’s 
obligation to protect congregant health and 
safety with its desire to reconvene normal 
in-person services and activities such as Friday 
evening Onegs and catered events.

Your understanding is appreciated as we 
continue through this challenging time, and your 
health and safety as well as engagement in 
congregational activities are our highest 
priorities. If you have thoughts to share, feel 
free to reach out to Mary Mansfield or email 
office@tsinai.org. 

Mary Mansfield

Time seems to be moving faster than ever! I 
cannot believe it has already been a month 

since Rosh Hashanah, or that it has been a year 
and a half since Temple Sinai temporarily closed 
at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Early in the pandemic, a Temple Sinai COVID 
task force of congregants (including several 
doctors) began closely following recommendations 
and mandates from the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), New York State, and Monroe 
County. The task force has since advised on how 
to proceed with Temple operations, services, 
school, and activities as safely as possible. 

Back in spring of 2020, many congregants 
supported and welcomed online services and 
social interaction via Zoom. As these government 
authorities lifted strict restrictions on in-person 
activities one year later, Temple Sinai began 
fully masked and socially distanced services last 
spring. It continues to follow CDC and task force 
recommendations, which emphasize the use of 
masks indoors and even outdoors when in 
contact with non-vaccinated and/or when in 
regions with high transmission such as Monroe 
County.

Based on these recommendations, our religious 
school opened to in-person education at the end 
of September, and it is heartwarming to see 
masked students and teachers once again 

Temple Contacts
Rabbi   
Debbi Till rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Cantor
Renata Braun cantorbraun@tsinai.org
Education Director
Ilan Adar iadar@tsinai.org

Executive Director
Mary Mansfield mmansfield@tsinai.org
Rabbi Emeritus  
Alan Katz   
     

Officers
Co-Presidents
Renee Brownstein and Jamie Spiller

Secretary 
Carla Greenfield 

Immediate Past President 
Keith Greer
         

Vice Presidents
Administration- John Diggory
Caring Community & Social Action- Ari Elliot 
Congregant Connections- Esther Brill
Finance- David Rutberg
Education- Josh Faber
Religious Practices- Lindsey Hagan
Youth Initiatives- Marilyn Fenster



On Wednesday, September 29, the AdultED 
committee did something remarkable - 
we met in person for the first time since 
before COVID. It felt like a really long time 
in the making. Zoom has clearly been an 
indispensable tool during the pandemic, 
but screen fatigue is real and increasingly 
challenging. As you can see from the AdultED 
mission statement above, one of the goals of 
AdultED at Temple Sinai is to connect - not 
just people with texts and topics, but people 
with each other. Despite Zoom’s incredible 
convenience, it wasn’t enabling real 
connection. And in this world, where most 
interactions are governed by relationship, we 
really felt we were missing out.

So into the Youth Lounge we funneled.  
Okay, that may be an overstatement.  In 
fact, just four of us attended the meeting 
in person, while another three members 
attended via Zoom. So maybe we didn’t 
exactly funnel in, but we were so happy to 
see one another in person again after such 
a long hiatus. The room had been very 
thoughtfully set up to allow simultaneous in-
person and remote participation.  

It was really wonderful that we could all 
be together, whether actually in the room 
or not. But the hybrid model, meant to 
provide multiple access points, did present 
some unanticipated accessibility challenges. 
The microphone did not pick up our voices 
equally, making some commenters hard to 
hear from home.  In the  wide-angle shot 
of the room, we were all just specks, so 
home viewers couldn’t see our faces. The 
connection that we so craved was there, 

Adult Education              

Adult Education in the Temple Sinai School of Life and Learning 

invites learners at all stages, novice to “seasoned,” to forge connections 

through group exploration of Jewish texts and topics.
 

Multi-Access Does Not Guarantee Accessibility
but only somewhat. During the meeting, we 
agonized about whether upcoming AdultED 
programs could withstand the challenges of 
a hybrid model.  Ultimately, we decided that 
classes which entail high levels of interaction -  
e.g., language classes - are best served by 
picking a single delivery model - i.e., in-person 
or Zoom - and not trying to merge both.

Ultimately, the choice of class format will 
reside with the person teaching it. So please 
expect a variety and refer to the Temple Sinai 
website for updates. 
• Mondays, November 3 and 10, 7:00-8:00 

p.m., witness the conclusion of Rabbi Till’s 
4-part Martin Buber: Mutuality and 
Duality series.  

• On Sundays, November 7 and 14, 9:30-
10:30 a.m., Cantor Braun will expose us to 
the richness and diversity of Jewish music 
through Funny, It Doesn’t Sound 
Jewish!, which will likewise be offered 
in-person. 

• Coming soon, and hopefully scheduled 
by November (but not at writing in early 
October), are Esther Brill’s 3-session 
Not Just Your Bubbe & Zeyde’s 
Yiddish! and a 6-session introductory 
conversational Hebrew course. 

The AdultED committee are grateful to 
Temple Sinai’s upgraded HVAC system; the 
proven efficacy of, particularly, N95 and 
similar masks; and, of course, vaccines for 
enabling in-person learning to resume.
 
Susan Rizzo, Adult Ed chair

adulted@tsinai.org    #GetAdultED
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We're Back!
And Looking Forward to Seeing Our

Sinai Families and Friends

The Sinai Chanukah Happening
Sunday, November 21, 2021

9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Gifts Galore For All Ages

Featuring artists, craftsmen, vendors, handcrafted glass, 
jewelry, knitwear, Judaica and Israeli Items;                                                                                  

Social Action Outreach and Religious School Fundraisers
Tsotschkies and More

Shopping For Students:
Stuffed animals, trinkets, novelties, little gift items for the family

big selection/small prices
Sunday School classes will visit

Stop by with your students or send them with gelt!

Interested in participating as a vendor?
A donation of $36 for non-Sinai vendors is appreciated.

Contact Monika Katzel at monikakatzel@gmail.com or the Temple 
office by November 17.

To protect the health and well being of all participants and visitors, 
masks must be worn at all times inside the Temple Sinai building 

and please, no sharing of food. Social distancing will be maintained 
between vendor tables and among Sunday school students and 

shoppers. Thank you for your help with these precautionary measures.
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The departed live on in the hearts 
of those who cherish their memory

November 5 & 6
Leah Albaum
Leon Alent
Blanche Edison
Wolf Feygin
Sol Fletcher
Helen Forchheimer
Richard Friedlander
Paula Ginsburg
Nellie Gross
Anthony Kantor
Oscar Jay Krasner
Mary Kruskall
Tzilya Kruzhkova
Gladys Less
Willard R. Lisson
Tobie Loeb
Samuel N. Paulin
Carol Robinson
Paul Rosenhack
Evelyn Schwartz
Zakhar Shvartsman
Theodore Silverstein
Phyllis Stoltz
Lies Uitentuis
Joan Yessenow

November 12 & 13
Ernest Brownell, Jr.
William W.  Cohn
Lillian  Dollinger
Lorrayne  Dorfman
Zelda  Druce
James  Eichner
Sylvia Feingold
Mary  Ghory
Solomon  Gold
Evelyn  Greenfield
Samuel  Gross

Yuda  Gurevich
Stanley  Handelman
Ida  Harf
Maureen  Highfield
Phyllis  Kaplan
Robb Kriger
Diane  Latta
Evan Leit
Linda  Lieberman
Clifford  Lovenheim
Melvin  Neisner
Sam  Poserow
Rhea  Poserow
Ethel  Rosen
Mildred  Schiller
Saul  Skerker

November 19 & 20 
Stanley Abrams
Elaine Adler
Samuel Agins
Barbara Balsom
Gerald Berg
Calvin Berger
Sylvia Berkowitz
Harry Berman
Alan DeMayo
Renee Gimple
Millie Goldensher
James Holzbach
Eleanor Kantor Naftal
Miriam Kassick
Sam Kaufman
Helene Lipton
Earl Lovenheim
Sukesh Polly Miglani
Sara Orbach
Irma Pekurovsky
Leroy Perkins

Murray Rosenfeld
Richard Rudolph
Brian Salerno
Angelina Sanginario
Leonard Stoler
Jonathan Taub
Moshe Zaiydel

November 26 & 27
Murray Astarita
Josephine Auerbach
Mildred Beckwith
Stanley Bershod
Alberto Biton
Frederic Brewer
Sid Dorfman
Abram Dorren
Peter Fischer
Nathan Fox
Carol Freeman
Dolores Fried
Harvey Gottlieb
Myer Grisbord
Sherry Harner
Molly Hewitt
Donald F.  Hogan
Ethel Hyman
Dorothy Katz
Florence Kirschen
Ceil Leit
Harriet Leventhal
Sima Novozhenets
Harold Nussbaum
Edwin Olsan
Israel Parnes
Edward Perlstein
Charles Schachter
William Silver
Catherine Steele
Matilda Yarmel

December 3 & 4
Murray  Berlowitz
Irving Birken
Nathan Chatlin
Natalie Chekow
Evelyn Seidman 

Cohen
Ethel Cooper
Bernice Cornell
Eva Cresov
Ella Feygin
Irving Fraum
Polina Ginzburg
Julius Greenfield
Samuel Guest
William Heller
Ian Ingram
Sofia Katz
Carl Kolman
Morris Levenberg
Bernard Lilien
Alois Luck
Joseph Mendelson
Samuel Nitzberg
Dorothy Paganelli
Sidney Rayburn
Pearl Rubin
Todd David Satell
Josephine Schwartz
Mannie Siegle
Robert R.  Smith
Herman Supnick
Guido Troiano
James Yerger
Lillian  Zeman
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585-802-5246  585-802-5246  Steve Krull
 Licensed Real Estate
 Salesperson

65 S. Main Street
Fairport, NY

Get a Handle on Real Estate

 1776 East Main St.
 Rochester, NY 14609
 (585) 288-2050

Serving The Greater Rochester Area.
Over 95 Years of  Experience.

(585) 442-1421
880 Westfall Road, Suite E | Rochester, NY

Lewis 
Pediatrics

Edward D. Lewis, MD, FAAP
Bess C. Lewis, PNP Rochester’s Jewish Funeral Home

~ Establishing a New Tradition ~
Graveside • Temple 

Chapel Services
427-8520

3325 Winton Rd. South 
Rochester, NY 14623 

 Jarrod Krieger 
Owner & 4th Generation Rochesterian

www.BrightonMemorialChapel.com

Local. Fresh. Delicious.
754 South Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY

M-F 9:30-5:30 | Saturdays 10-4

585.436.9329
Tom & Vicki Finnefrock | Proprietors 
Small, craft batches • All natural ingredients

Certified 

Kosher

7300 Pittsford Palmyra Road | Fairport

585.425.3420
www.justinc.com

Our home PC security and support plan:
3 Monitored Anti-Virus Software  3 Unlimited Computer Support
3 Automatic Data Backup  3 Remote User Support 3 Work From Home Support

Contact Lorne Searight 
to place an ad today! 

lsearight@4LPi.com or
 (800) 477-4574 x6460 



Birthday Blessings

      
on  1 1 /5

8 9 10 11 12 137
Bim Bam Shabbat- 
5:30 p.m.
Erev Shabbat 
Service- 8:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Vayetze
Genesis 28.10–32.3

Torah Study- 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

Congregation 
Engagement 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m. 
Religious 
Practices 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m.

School in Session
4th Grade Program- 
9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed "Funny 
It Doesn't Sound 
Jewish"- 9:30 a.m.
Sinai Sprouts- 10:00 a.m.
Confirmation Class- 
11:00 a.m.
Kesher- 11:00 a.m.
Torah Cantillation-
11:00 a.m.
Sinai Reads 
Congregational 
Meeting- 2:00 p.m.

School in Session
Adult Education- 
Martin Buber: 
Mutuality and 
Duality- 7:00 p.m.

November 2021 Calendar

14 1615 17 18 19 20

Erev Shabbat 
Family Service with 
Birthday Blessings- 
6:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion:
Toldot
Genesis 25.19–28.9

      Sunday      Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28

41 2 3

21 22 26 2723 24 25

Erev Shabbat 
Service- Shir Joy 
Musical Shabbat 
with Band-
6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Vayishlach
Genesis 32.4–36.43

THANKSGIVING
FRIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED 
Erev Shabbat 
Service- 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion:
Vayeshev
Genesis 37.1–40.23

Torah Study- 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

School in Session

THANKSGIVING
DAY
OFFICE CLOSED
Interfaith 
Thanksgiving 
Service-11:00 a.m.

65

Board of Trustees 
Meeting- 7:30 p.m.

.

School in Session
5th Grade 
Program- 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed "Funny 
It Doesn't Sound 
Jewish"- 9:30 a.m. 
Sinai Sprouts- 10:00 a.m.
Confirmation Class- 
11:00 a.m.
Kesher- 11:00 a.m.
Torah Cantillation-10:00 a.m.
Bogrim- 11:00 a.m. 
Social Action Committee 
Meeting- 4:00 p.m.

Torah Study- 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

School in Session
Chanukah Bazaar- 
9:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class- 
11:00 a.m.
Kesher- 11:00 a.m.
Torah Cantillation-
11:00 a.m.

School in Session
Adult Ed 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m.

Torah Study- 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

December Erev 
Shabbat Services

CHECK THE TEMPLE 
WEBSITE FOR 
UP-TO-DATE 

INFORMATION 
REGARDING 

SHABBAT SERVICE

NO SCHOOL
1st Light of Chanukah

29 30

NO SCHOOL
OFFICE CLOSES 
AT NOON

2nd Light of 
Chanukah

Accessibility 
& Inclusion 
Committee 
Meeting- 6:00 p.m.
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:30 p.m.
 

3rd Light of 
Chanukah

Habitat Pie Sale 
Pickup- 4:00 p.m.
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In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of: 
Bernard Kennis, grandfather of Kim Cristal (Ari 

Elliott)
Douglas Herrick, father of Craig Herrick 

(Katherine Sadoff-Herrick)
Bernard Kantor, father of Hope Kantor
Shirley Kruger, grandmother of Aaron 

(Deborah) Trimble
Bella Kidder Krasner, mother of Mick Krasner 

(Patricia Luck)
The Temple family extends its heartfelt sympathy 

to the family.

Mazal Tov to…
Leslie Algase & Gary Dudek on the marriage 

of their son Joseph to Christine Yang and the 
birth of their grandson Robert Louis Zucker, 
son of Sharon Dudek & Daniel Zucker

Joe & Elise Wojciechowski on the marriage of 
their son Dan to Sara Siegel

Paul & Marcia Rothberg on the marriage of their 
daughter Sarah to Brendan Delvin

Larry & Amy Jacobson on the marriage their 
daughter Stacy to Tate Stern

Rabbis Jan & Alan Katz on the Bat Mitzvah of 
their granddaughters Mikayla Katz Walman 
and Miri Helfen

Rhonda Vaccaro on her marriage to Michael 
Carges

Welcome our New Congregants...
Elizabeth Wyatt and child Anna
Jon & Stephanie Kleinman and children Emma & 

Noah
Chelsea & David Allis and children Parker & 

Liam

Your ‘nachas’ is our ‘nachas’! Email any good 
news you would like to share with the 
congregation to jschachter@tsinai.org.

Within Our Family Habitat Pie Sale
Buy Delicious Pies and Perform 

Multiple Mitzvot!
Wouldn’t it be great to help support two fine 
community organizations and get delicious 
pies at the same time? Our Annual Pies for Our 
Interfaith Habitat Partnership will provide 
funds for a proposed 2023 Habitat House. This 
year the pies are made by Special Touch 
Bakery, a non-profit organization whose 
mission is to provide training and employment 
in the community for people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities.  

The 10” pies cost $18 each. There are some 
new flavors! Apple Crumb, Rumbleberry 
(Raspberry, Blackberry, and Blueberry), Pump-
kin, Pecan and Chocolate Cream. The pies will 
arrive frozen, and the Apple Crumb and the 
Rumbleberry are ready to bake. The others just 
require thawing. I have not yet had a pie from 
the Special Touch Bakery, but I have heard that 
they are excellent.
   

Your pie orders and payment need to be in to 
the Temple office by Friday November 5. Pick 
up will be at Temple Sinai on Tuesday,  
November 23 from 4-6 p.m.
 

So, do multiple mitzvot and order your pies 
now! Perhaps you might get one for a friend, 
or even surprise a neighbor or co-worker. 

Your Simple Pie Men, 
Ron Newman and Keith Greer

All pies cost $18 each. Order online or submit 
form to the temple office by Friday, November 5. 

 Flavor                            Quantity            Cost

 Apple Crumb 

 Rumbleberry

 Pumpkin 

 Pecan

 Chocolate Cream

 TOTAL 

 Name: __________________________________________

 Phone: __________________________________________

 Email:___________________________________________     

 Make checks payable to Temple Sinai
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Everyone Deserves the Freedom to Vote

The Social Action Committee (SAC) is 
partnering with the Rochester Voter Alliance 
(RVA) to register as many people as possible in 
the City of Rochester for the 2022 midterm 
election. The RVA focuses on reaching people 
who face added barriers to voting, at sites such 
as health centers, rec centers, soup kitchens, 
churches and outdoor markets.

BUT WE NEED YOU TO MAKE THIS 
HAPPEN! The framework for RVA has been in 
place since 2004, but needs updates every 
election cycle. This means steering committee 
volunteers are needed to confirm sites, purchase 
supplies and assemble registration packets. 
There is already a wealth of volunteers to do 
the actual registering (but you can do that, 
too!). The fun will begin in January, 2022.

Please consider helping with this worthy 
endeavor! Call or email Judy Schwartz 585-
442-5111, schwartz179@earthlink.net,  to add 
your name to the steering committee. You’ll be 
glad you did!

There is an active SAC group working on other 
voter engagement and voting rights efforts as 
well, aligning with a key initiative of the 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism.  
Contact Marilyn Rosen 585-461-4684, marilyn.
rosen@gmail.com to learn more or get involved. 

Temple Sinai Reads: “CASTE” by 
Isabelle Wilkerson
You may have heard about “Rochester Reads” 
which encourages all Rochesterians to read the 
same book each year and then offers multiple 
opportunities for discussion and programming 
about it.

Temple Sinai (through the auspices of the 
Social Action Committee) has its own version, 
and we call it “Temple Sinai Reads.”  The book 
we have chosen to focus on for this year is 
"Caste" by Isabelle Wilkerson. Over the last year 
all Americans have become more aware of the 
inequalities in America between white people 
and people of color. Isabelle Wilkerson offers a 
novel approach to this issue. Rather than talk 
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about race, which is a concept that is only about 
400-500 years old, she notes that caste systems 
have been around for thousands of year. They 
create an artificial hierarchy that helps 
determine standing and respect, beauty 
standards and assumptions of competence. She 
explains that caste is a more precise term than 
is race because it addresses the underlying 
infrastructure that supports the disparities that 
we see.

In captivating prose sprinkled with fascinating 
personal reflections, Wilkerson reframes these 
critical issues and likens them to other caste 
systems; the infamous caste system in India and 
the caste system that led to the Holocaust, to 
name but two. Looked at this way it is easy to 
empathize with those who have been victims of 
various caste systems. However, Wilkerson goes 
further than just naming the issue; she offers 
suggestions about how we can address the 
problems inherent in any caste system and 
dismantle it. She maintains that fixing blame 
and guilt is inappropriate and counterproductive. 
None of us owned slaves or engaged in 
lynchings, but this is a system that we have 
inherited and is ours to fix. Just ask someone 
who inherits an old home – they did not build it 
or cause its deterioration through neglect, but it 
is nonetheless now their responsibility to fix it 
and prevent further deterioration.

We invite you to read the book and hope that 
you will join us for three meetings which will be 
a combination of presentations and oppor-
tunities to engage in facilitated small group 
discussions. The first of these will take place on 
Sunday afternoon, November 7. The other dates 
will follow. Stay tuned to Snippets for more 
information. The book is available on Amazon 
for less than $15. Please join with fellow 
congregants in looking at the issues of inequ-
ality in American culture through this new lens.

Coming Soon from the Social Action Committee, 
A New Speakers Series:

Perspectives on Policing: Past, Present and Future

Look for specific dates, topics and speakers in 
November Snippets
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Reintroducing “NEXT STAGE”
Since its inception about four years ago, the 
mission of Next Stage has often not been clear. 
We would like to clarify it now.

The Next Stage committee plans programming 
for individuals whose primary connection to 
Temple Sinai is not through their children’s 
participation in our stellar religious school. 
Some of the participants have children who are 
no longer enrolled and some never had children 
in religious school. While, admittedly, many of 
the participants are in their sixties or older, we 
want to be very clear. We see Next Stage as 
exactly that – a “stage” not an “age.”  We have 
had adults of all ages participate in and enjoy 
our events. What participants have in common is 
that they are adults (21 years of age or older). 

A planning team meets yearly to plan and 
organize a wide variety of events throughout the 
year ranging, in the past, from discussion groups 
after Jewish Film Festival movies, to pre-
Shabbat service dinners and schmoozing, to day 
and weekend trips, to study groups, to hosting 
informative speakers, to social outings and 
more. We are always open to new ideas!!

While targeting those in the Next Stage 
demographic (as defined above) our events are 
always welcoming of any adult over the age of 
21. We fully, and enthusiastically, support the 
education of our younger generation and we 
occasionally collaborate with other groups to 
create intergenerational events. However our 
primary goal is to provide unique opportunities 
for adults to gather with other adults and 
engage in activities designed to appeal to the 
interests and needs of adults.

Below is a sampling of some of the ideas that 
have been proposed for this year. We are fully 

cognizant that 
safety must come 
first and all events 
will abide by the 
recommendations 
of the Temple 
Sinai Covid Task 
Force. 

Some possible activities:
• Winery tour
• Tour of Pittsford Dairy (with ice cream – of 

course!)
• Niagara-on-the-Lake trip
• Murder Mystery dinner
• Cocktails/Mocktails on the river
• An outing on the canal
• Schmoozing events outside of Temple
• A “Jewish Christmas” gathering (Chinese food 

and a movie)
• Movie nights with pizza and popcorn
• Schmoozing Havdalah
• Adult Purim activities (a costume contest; a 

hamantaschen bake off)
• Dance lessons
• A program for parents whose children are 

intermarried (how grandparents can tactfully 
and respectfully share their Jewish heritage 
with their grandchildren)

• Wise Aging groups
• Pre-seder wine tasting and informational 

event
• Challah – What else can you do with challah 

dough besides make bread?
• Mikvah tour
• Trip to a ball game
• Ancestry and genealogy
• How to write an ethical will
• And much, much more

Please contact us with your ideas as well as 
which of these events appeal to you. You can do 
so by contacting Liz Ornstein at lisbethorn@
gmail.com.

We look forward to celebrating this vibrant next 
stage of life with you!!
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Chai Five Bima Lift Dedication
Inclusion that strengthens belonging

Friday night, October 8, marked the Chai Five 
Bima Lift Dedication which completed a twenty-
year journey to help make the Temple Sinai 
sanctuary, particularly its bima, accessible to 
and inclusive of individuals with mobility 
challenges. During the Erev Shabbat service, 
Accessibility & Inclusion (A&I) Committee 
co-chairs Lauren Lieberman and Susan Rizzo 
with members Joel Shamaskin and Sharon 
Shafrir shared with the congregation the spirit, 
history, and trajectory of the Chai Five project.

About 20 years prior to installation of the new, 
fully integrated, aesthetically pleasing, and 
multi-functional lift, Rabbi Katz tasked the 
Special Needs (now A&I) Committee to devise 
a solution for mobility challenged worshippers 
to ascend the bima.  The best solution at the 
time was a portable lift, i.e., one that would be 
brought to the bima on an as-needed basis.  This 
was procured through a generous donation from 
the family of Marilyn Auerbach, z”l, and with 
support of the Board of Trustees.  Over time, 
however, the lift became impractical to use, due 
to storage, maintenance, and operational needs.  

As recently as 2019, surveyed members noted 
that bima (in)accessibility 
was an ongoing problem.  
Pursuant to members’ 
feedback about the bima, 
the A&I Committee 
undertook the project of 
innovating a new, more 
satisfactory solution.  
Among the options that 
were considered were a 
ramp and a non-integrated 
lift. These were rejected 
due either to space/ 
architectural constraints 
(the ramp) or to the 
message they conveyed 
that accessibility was an 
accessory need or an 
afterthought (the lift).

Three contractors made recommendations on 
how best to make the space more accessible.  
Each supplied ideas and a quote for the work, 
with two such proposals ultimately being passed 
along to the Board for their consideration. In 
fall 2020, the Board approved the installation of 
the Flex/Step Conversion lift, a unique piece of 
mechanics that alternates between a lift and 
stairs depending on the need.  As anyone who 
has visited the sanctuary since late summer has 
seen, this lift is beautifully integrated into our 
bima and exists in perfect balance with the two 
other staircases, themselves updated in this 
process for reasons of design and safety.

This important bima alteration could not have 
happened without the generous support of 
several Temple Sinai stakeholders. The A&I 
Committee thanks Deborah Trimble, Andrea 
Garroway, and Sara Shamaskin, for their 
$10,000 donation in honor of parents Joel and 
Ann Shamaskin; the anonymous donor who 
contributed a matching $10,000; the Friends of 
Sinai, who committed $10,000 for any pursuant 
upgrades to either the lift or stairs; and the 
School of Jewish Life and Learning, for its 
$3,000 Farash Foundation-funded contribution 
to support special needs. These donations, plus 
an additional $1,000 commitment from the A&I 
Committee itself, covered the full expense of 
making - and keeping - our bima accessible to 

people with ranging 
mobility. 

The A&I Committee feels 
honored to have been 
engaged in such important 
work, helping the 
congregation realize its 
promise of upholding such 
Jewish values as arevut 
(commitment to one 
another), hachnasat 
orchim (welcoming 
guests), k’vod habriyot 
(individual dignity), 
tzelem Elohim (creation 
in G-d’s likeness) and, of 
course, tikkun olam (world 
repair).
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It’s Never Too Late To Join The Friends! 

We gratefully acknowledge the following congregants who are able and chose to support 
our congregation with a Friends of Sinai donation of $360 or more above the Sustaining 
Sinai commitment for 2021/2022*:

Eric and Anne Beyer
Bob & Paula Zeman
Cantor Renata & Dr. David Braun

We all make up and add to the rich fabric that is the Sinai family.  We give where we can and 
in a variety of ways.  Please consider joining the Friends of Sinai as another way to support 
the faith community that supports us.

For information about how to join the Friends of Sinai, please contact me or our Temple 
office.

Monika Katzel               * As of October 5
Friends of Sinai Chair – monikakatzel@gmail.com

HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL
We want to express our deep appreciation to you, our Temple Sinai family, for your gener-
ous response to the 2021 High Holy Days Annual Appeal.  Thank you for helping to build and 
ensure the strength of our vibrant community into the future!  
                                                  Jamie Spiller and Renee Brownstein

A special thanks to the following Temple congregants who have so generously donated to 
the Temple Sinai High Holy Days Appeal. Donations below were received by October 5, 2021. 

A donation has been made by…
Martha & John Osowski

Ralph Ellis & Alice Rudolph
Victor & Joyce Poleshuck

In appreciation of…
Rabbi Till & Cantor Braun, by Esther Brill & RJ Ruble

In honor of…
Marlene's 95-year-old mother, by Marlene and Henry Etlinger and family



The marriage of Dan Wojciechowski & Sara 
Siegel, by Lester & Monika Katzel

Victor Poleshuck's special birthday, by Michael 
& Suzanne Schnittman

The B'nai Mitzvah of Simon & Toby Rizzo, by 
Renee & James Brownstein

The birth of Keith & Carol Greer's grandson 
Atlas, by Renee & James Brownstein

In Memory of
Charlie Schachter, by Allen & Barbara 

Mendler
Mary Cavanagh, by Carla Greenfield, Kevin 

Cavanagh
Kenneth Cavanagh, by Carla Greenfield, Kevin 

Cavanagh
Gertrude Munter, by Irving & Gloria 

Rosenstein
Elkan Munter, by Irving & Gloria Rosenstein
Goldie Rosenstein, by Irving & Gloria 

Rosenstein
Max Rosenstein, by Irving & Gloria Rosenstein
Mary Jo Smith, by Peter & Susan Bondy
Leo Smith, by Peter & Susan Bondy
Bernard Kennis, by Renee & Jim Brownstein

GENERAL OPERATING FUND

In Appreciation of
Rabbi Katz's assistance with the High Holy 

Days, by Marcia and Eric Birken
Rabbis Alan & Jan Katz for stepping in and 

providing moving and inspiring High Holy Days 
services, by Marlene and Henry Etlinger

Temple Sinai, by Marvin Groden

In Memory of
Eina Novozhenets, by Brokha Novozhenets
Polina Ginzburg, by Isaak & Nina Rivshin
Sima Novozhenets, by Isaak & Nina Rivshin
Peter Berenbaum, by Khaim & Zella 

Berenbaum

With Get Well Wishes to
Lester Katzel, by Marvin & Loretta Friedman
Rabbi Till, by Marvin & Loretta Friedman

An anonymous donation has been received 
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ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND

In Appreciation of
Alan Gurwitz, by Marvin & Loretta Friedman

In Memory of
Mildred Demchick, by E. Scott & Phyllis 

Wagner
Muriel Kruger, by Elizabeth Steinberg
Jacob Lazier, by Joe & Jeni Behrman
Isabelle Rosenbloom, by Joe & Jeni Behrman
Samuel Hyman Steinberg, by Liz Steinberg

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

In Appreciation of
Rabbi Jan Katz for stepping in for Rabbi Till 

for the High Holy Days services, by Howard & 
Arlene Schenker

In Honor of
The B'nai Mitzvah of Simon & Toby Rizzo, by 

Lester & Monika Katzel
The marriage of Nina Shiffrin & Dan Starin, by 

Lester & Monika Katzel

In Memory of
Sylvia Yutkowitz Gordon, by Marlene Gordon

With Get Well Wishes to
Peggy Cherkasky, by Marvin & Irene Barkin

CANTOR BRAUN DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of
Cantor Braun for helping to make the High 

Holy Days meaningful and uplifting, by Henry 
& Marlene Etlinger

Cantor Braun, by Jay Supnick & Gail Brownell, 
Marcia and Eric Birken

In Memory of
Bertha Skerker Stone, by Allan Skerker

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND

In Honor of
The marriage of Elise & Joe Wojciechowski's 

son, Dan, & Sara Siegel, by Ann & Bruce 
Leonard, Renee & Jim Brownstein

Rabbis Jan & Alan Katz's granddaughter 
Mikayla's Bat Mitzvah, by Ann & Bruce 
Leonard

Contributions
Todah Rabah to all those who remembered Temple Sinai when they remembered others
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RABBI TILL DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of
Rabbi Till for her High Holy Days sermons, by 

Howard & Arlene Schenker
Rabbi Till, by Jay Supnick & Gail Brownell

In Memory of
Bertha Skerker Stone, by Allan Skerker

With Healing Wishes to
Peggy Cherkasky, by Allen & Barbara Mendler
Rabbi Till for a complete recovery, by Marcia 

and Eric Birken

RAIHN FUND (FAMILY PROMISE)

With Get Well Wishes to
Rabbi Till, by Audrey Sussman

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

In Memory of
William Heller, by Steven & Nadine Friedlander
Adam Hendelson, by Steven & Nadine 

Friedlander
Jacob Friedlander, by Steven & Nadine 

Friedlander

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In Memory of
Ray Rudin, by Caren Rudin & Alan Gurwitz
Natalie Teegarden, by Carole & Dave Teegarden

With Healing Wishes to
Rabbi Till, by Judy & Allan Schwartz

For information about these funds, go to our
website tsinai.org and select the "Donate" tab

Tributes received after October 5th will be 
recognized in the December Bulletin

COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND

In Memory of
Rose Esterson, by Jon and Nancy Chernak

JOEL BLOOM FUND

In Honor of
The marriage of Joe & Elise Wojciechowski's 

son Dan to Sara Siegel, by Allen & Barbara 
Mendler

In Memory of
Dennis Drayer, by Rebecca Drayer

MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND

In Appreciation of
The Mitzvah Connection honoring the birth of 

my great grandson Dario Raphael, by Elaine 
Usdane

In Memory of
Louis Cohen, by Ellie Kriger
Norma Ethel Cohen, by Ellie Kriger
Bernice Finver, by Ellie Kriger
Carol Pess, by Ellie Kriger
Robb Kriger, by Ellie Kriger
Arline Forman, by Randi Forman & Mark 

Anderson

PRAYERBOOK FUND

In Honor of
Our children, David & Bella, by Isaak & Nina 

Rivshin

In Memory of
Edward Richmond, by Paul & Cheryl Aloi

An anonymous donation has been received

RABBI KATZ DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of
Rabbi Alan Katz for stepping in for Rabbi Till at 

High Holy Days services, by Howard & Arlene 
Schenker

Rabbi Alan and Rabbi Jan Katz, by Jay 
Supnick & Gail Brownell

Rabbi Emeritus Alan Katz, by Susan Chekow 
Lusignan and Laura Chekow
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