
TEMPLE SINAI BULLETIN

Volume LV, No. 6 February 2021

The Temple Sinai Bulletin is published monthly by Temple Sinai, 
363 Penfi eld Road, Rochester, NY 14625.  Phone 585-381-6890   www.tsinai.orgHearing Loop Handicap Accessible



In the Purim story we will 
read later this month, when 
the plague of intolerance 
invades the kingdom 
of Persia, we see a very 
diff erent use of the mask. 
Here the mask obscures 
the truth about the story’s 
main players and their character: Haman is a 
brutal bigot; King Ahasuerus is not a wise ruler 
but instead corrupt and misogynistic,  and 
Mordechai is quietly but surprisingly courageous. 
We remember each year as we read from the 
Megillah, that while Queen Esther wears the 
mask of the obedient queen, in truth she is strong, 
principled, compassionate, and bold in her 
actions. When she removes her mask, all of these 
things, along with her true identity as a Jew, is 
revealed. Removing her mask saves the Jewish 
people, changing the course of our history.  

February is Jewish Disability Awareness and 
Inclusion Month, where we focus on a third 
set of masks, those which cannot as easily be 
forgo  en or removed. Some are involuntarily 
masked by loss, needs, disabilities, sensitivities, 
or learning styles which preclude full and 
equitable access to our community. We will 
have the opportunity each Shabbat evening 
during February, as well as during various 
daytime sessions, to learn from experts secured 
by Temple Sinai’s Accessibility and Inclusion 
Commi  ee, how to improve understanding, 
advocacy eff orts, and access, motivated by the 
knowledge that an inclusive community is a 
stronger community.

Nearly a year into this pandemic, we have 
grown oddly accustomed or resigned to staying 
in or staying covered if we must venture out, 
but in so doing it behooves us to ask ourselves, 
what are the other masks we wear? Which keep 
us safe, and which keep us or something about 
us hidden?  

I wish you good health and a good month ahead,
Rabbi Debbi Till

2 Wearing masks has become our new 
norm. Whether going grocery shopping 

or out for a walk, I make sure to have my 
keys, wallet, and mask. But wearing a mask 
has become much more than just a norm, 
recommendation, or policy – and instead, in my 
mind, ought to be understood and observed as 
a mi  vah. Colloquially, the word mi  vah is 
often mis-translated as a ‘good deed’ or ‘act of 
kindness’, but taken literally, the word means 
‘commandment,’ conveying a sense of duty. 
Striving to understand the dual essence of the 
word serves us best, for we are most assuredly 
living through a time when our community and 
our country needs more acts of kindness and 
more action to build a be  er world around us. 
Judaism underscores the importance of wearing 
a mask by teaching us that scant li  le should 
interfere with our eff orts to save a life, and that 
neither fatigue nor sadness should deter us 
from observing this particular mi  vah. Please 
continue to be diligent in wearing your mask, 
and save lives, your own and those of others.

To assist us, Rabbi Michael Knopf notes 
that since protective acts like hygienic 
handwashing, wearing face masks, and 
sheltering in place should be considered 
mi  vot, it seems that they should be preceded 
by an appropriate blessing, just like other 
mi  vot. Requiring a blessing underscores 
the signifi cance of these acts and encourages 
vigilant observance. Here is a new blessing for 
the actions we take to keep ourselves and each 
other safe and healthy during a pandemic.

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh 
ha-olam, asher kidshanu b’mi  votav, 
v’  eevanu al sh’mirat ha-nefesh.

Blessed are You Eternal our God, who has 
sanctifi ed us with Divine commandments and 
has commanded us about protecting life.

Contacting the Clergy

Please let the temple offi  ce (381-6890) know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that the clergy and the congregation can 
respond appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any life cycle events at which Rabbi Till or Cantor Braun will be present 
without speaking to them fi rst. 

To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call 355-0192. To reach Cantor Braun in an emergency, please call 973-953-2489.

It is a mi  vah to visit those who are ill. Please remember that HIPAA regulations prevent hospitals from alerting us when someone is ill. 
We ask temple members who are aware that one of our members is in a hospital to please call the Temple Sinai offi  ce so that one of our 
clergy may contact them. 



3In a few weeks we will be celebrating the 
holiday of Purim. We are so excited to be 

presenting our DISNEY MEGILLAH! Our Purim 
cast is working diligently on pre-recording all 
the parts needed for the big digital production of 
Disney Megillah!

Purim is the most joyous day in the Jewish 
calendar. It is celebrated by retelling the story of 
Esther and Mordechai, dressing up in costumes, 
eating Hamantaschen, and drinking to a 
degree unknown in any other festival. As the 
Babylonian sage Rava said “A person should 
be so merry with drink on Purim that he does 
not know the diff erence between ‘cursed be 
Haman’ and ‘blessed be Mordechai'!” (Megilah 
76) Although we do not encourage intoxication, 
the atmosphere of Purim is merry and full of 
laughter. 

You all recall the Purim story, where 
Mordechai, Queen Esther’s cousin, refused to 
prostrate himself before the evil Haman, the 
vizier of the Persian King Ahasuerus. Haman 
became furious and made a vow to annihilate 
the Jewish people. Haman’s accusation against 
the Jewish people has become the prototype for 
all anti-Semites.  He said to King Ahasuerus:
“There is a certain people sca  ered abroad and 
dispersed among the peoples…their laws are 
diff erent from other people, they do not obey the 
King’s law, and the King should not tolerate them.” 
(Esther 3:8)
Only through the courageous actions of 
Mordechai and Esther was the tragedy averted.

Purim recalls the danger of minority status. 
We are well aware that antisemitism has not 
disappeared, but despite everything, the 
Jewish people have survived. Purim is a happy 
story – a story of our survival and triumph 
over evil. One of the lessons we learn from 
the Purim story is that the Jewish people and 
Judaism are be  er served by Jews who proudly 
acknowledge their heritage and actively oppose 
antisemitism than those who are assimilated 
and try to pass themselves off  as Gentiles.

Another lesson we learn from the Scroll of 
Esther is sending gifts to the poor. 

Why is sending SHALACH MANOT to the 
poor an important part of Purim? 

The reason is that our ancestors recognized 
that the survival of Jewish people and Judaism 

is dependent on the li  le 
things we do. We send Shalach 
Manot on Purim to Jews in 
need because survival of other 
Jews depends upon our care 
and concern. In addition, very 
often our loyalty to Judaism 
is also expressed by the li  le 
things we do. For example, a  ending services, 
enrolling in classes of Jewish study, reading 
a Jewish book, listening to Jewish music, 
preparing a temple Shabbat dinner, se  ing up 
for a Purim Carnival, participating in a Purim 
Shpiel – all these are li  le deeds. 

Rabbi Leo Baeck wrote: “Judaism will not be 
saved by any headlinemaking, breathtaking 
deeds of valor. It will be sustained by high 
fi delity to li  le mi  vot… We are not called 
upon to perform extraordinary things. We are 
asked to perform ordinary things, li  le things, 
with extraordinary fi delity.”

Temple Sinai is known for our volunteers who 
work tirelessly and continuously contribute 
li  le things to our temple. Temple Sinai 
exists because of your commitment and 
sacrifi ce on a daily basis whether a  ending 
a meeting, making monetary contribution, 
planting fl owers in our garden, planning social 
events, helping those who are technologically 
challenged, and so much more. Temple Sinai 
exists because of li  le things you do that will 
never make the papers.

In her darkness, Hellen Keller saw a shining 
truth that can guide each of us. "I long to 
accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my 
chief duty and joy to accomplish humble tasks 
as though they were great and noble… For the 
world is moved along, not only by the mighty 
shoves of its heroes, but also by the aggregate 
of tiny pushes of each honest worker."

This is the real lesson of Purim. Let us continue 
to contribute our li  le things and move the 
world along. 

Wishing everyone a PURIM SAMEACH, a 
HAPPY HOLIDAY OF PURIM! We hope to 
see you all in costumes during our Purim 
celebrations!

Shalom,
Cantor Renata Braun



4 The opinions expressed in the 
President’s Bulletin Article are solely those 

of Keith Greer. These opinions are not 
offi  cially those of Temple Sinai or The 

Temple Sinai Board of Trustees.

I am writing this on the Sunday following the 
events that took place in our nation’s capital 

on Wednesday, January 6. 

As I sit at my computer, I am staring at a 
picture of my grandson, Remy, and I am 
trying to wrap my head around what I would 
tell him about what occurred if he was old 
enough to understand. How would I explain 
the reality that an army of hateful cowardly 
insurrectionists, spurred on by a maniacal, 
narcissistic and morally bankrupt president 
a  empted a violent coup hoping to change the 
results of a fair and secure election?

How would I help Remy understand the 
trauma perpetrated on people of the Jewish 
faith when they see these people wearing 
t-shirts emblazoned with “Camp Auschwi  ” or 
“6MWE (6 Million Wasn’t Enough)” or Templar 
and Crusader crosses which symbolize an era 
of white Christian wars against Muslims and 
Jews? What would he think about a crowd that 
was fi lled with individuals who ascribe to the 
anti-Semitic rhetoric of QAnon, are members 
of the neo-Nazi group NSC-131, or align 
themselves with the Proud Boys, whose leader 
recently promised to “confront the Zionist 
criminals who wish to destroy our civilization?” 

It angers me that Remy’s world includes the 
“intactivists,” who utilize anti-Jewish imagery 
to support banning all forms of circumcision 
and were carrying signs that stated 
“circumcision is the mark of the beast of Satan.”

The hateful symbolism they proudly wore on 
their bodies or carried in their hands was a 
loud, clear and frightening message…. there is 
no place for me as a person of the Jewish faith 
in their vision of America.  They would like for 
me…us…to be gone.

So, as I sit here looking at my 
grandson’s beautiful face, I 
feel an anger that is palpable, 
a sadness that runs deep, and 
a sense of trauma directly 
related to the scenes from this 
past Wednesday. But there has 
been another emotion gnawing 
at me from just beyond the periphery of my 
consciousness. 

In his January 7, 2021, article entitled “How 
America Became a Society of Appeasement,” 
author Umair Haque describes how our 
greater society came to “normalize, legitimize 
and even glorify” the fascistic actions and 
messaging of the past four years. Stating that 
last Wednesday’s violent a  empted coup was 
the only logical and predictable outcome of this 
response to such hateful rhetoric and behavior, 
Haque identifi es how the norms that have 
historically held this line of thinking in check 
within our greater culture have been eroded 
and then replaced by the following norms 
that aid authoritarians and fascists: “silence, 
complicity, denial and a  acking the messenger”.

I am not insensitive to all of the people 
impacted by the hate represented within this 
seditious group, though I am giving myself 
permission to just focus on how I am being 
impacted by this virulent form of antisemitism. 
I recognize, though, that the color of my skin 
has aff orded me benefi ts of assimilation and 
privilege within our larger culture not enjoyed 
by some other groups, and at this moment, I 
have to ask myself if this comfort has aided in 
my willingness to join with others in engaging 
in silence, complicity and denial in response to 
what has been in front of me for the past four 
years. 

Have I sat in silence, when I should have 
spoken up?

Have I been complicit in “hoping this would go 
away”?

Have I been in denial as to “how far” this 
would go?

continued on next page
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School of Jewish 
Life & Learning 
Pinat Ha-Talmid 
(The Student Corner)

When fl ipping a page of 
our calendars to 2021, we 
recognize that despite having a world infected 
by a contagious and deadly virus; corrupt 
and insane leadership; instability, hatred, and 
immoral behavior, 2020 could be remembered 
also as a year of providing support to each 
other; a year of showing resilience and ability to 
cope with extreme instability; a year of bringing 
to the surface the inner strength we have as a 
community and as individuals, and a year of 
celebrating personal happiness. Let us hope that 
we will never again have to experience such a year. 

It is, therefore, my wish and hope that 2021 will 
be a fulfi lling, healthy, peaceful, and joyful year!  

January Events
The month of January “hosted” various 
programs and events:  
On Sunday, Jan. 17, our 1st grade students 
and their parents gathered around a screen in 
their homes by Zoom participate in a special 
“Celebrating Shabbat” program. During the 
program, the students showed their “home-
made” challah covers and challot, they played 
a Shabbat game, during which they were asked 
to place the seven rituals of the Shabbat dinner 
according to their order and answer question 
about these rituals. The program ended with a 
short and related story.
On Saturday, January 23, our 7th grade led the 
Shabbat morning service, and on the following 
day, Sunday, January 24, we celebrated Tu Bishvat, 
and our 6th grade students and their parents 
participated in a special program about Israel, 
lead by Itamar and Oren (our Israeli Shinshinim).
 

Specials during February
Friday, Feb. 7: Shabbat Family Service (6:00 p.m.) 
Friday, Feb. 12: Young Family Service (5:00 p.m.) 
Sunday, Feb. 14 – 21: No School or Kesher 

(Mid-Winter Recess)
Thursday, Feb. 25: Temple Purim Celebration
Sunday, Feb. 28:  School Purim Program (9:30-

10:00 a.m.); classes will meet after the program

Ilan D. Adar

Has my comfortable and blessed life supported 
me in “complaining about” the white 
nationalist and white supremist (platforms 
in which antisemitism has historically been a 
signifi cant plank) u  erings of President Trump, 
but taking li  le action?

As I sit here today, the answer to these 
questions is yes. That gnawing emotion I 
mentioned earlier….it is shame. Shame that 
from within my comfortable life, I responded 
to four years of a hateful and violent 
antisemitic narrative, facilitated by a signifi cant 
component of the American citizenry and 
buoyed by the self-serving and idiotic tweets 
from the one person who failed miserably 
at his responsibility to uphold the highest of 
American Democratic ideals, by hoping that it 
would “just go away”, hoping it would be over 
“when he isn’t reelected,” allowing others to 
“do the work for me,” complicit in the belief 
that “maybe it’s not as bad as it seems.” I feel 
ashamed for my silence in not speaking out, 
my complicity in a stance of inaction, and my 
denial of what I clearly saw in front of me.

What happened was an inevitable outcome of 
my hoping to wish it away.

I promise you, grandson, that will not happen 
again.

Keith Greer



6
Acadia Borg

Daughter of
Ethan Borg &
Jennifer Leigh

on becoming a 
Bat Mitzvah in 

January

In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of:
Catherine Steele, aunt of Abby Urban-Ri  in 

(Marsha Ri  in)
Lillian Baker, grandmother of Candice Baker 

Leit (Michael Leit)
Myrna Weinstein, wife of Seymour Weinstein, 

mother of Vicki (Tom) Finnefrock
Lonny Perlman, brother of Ellen (Steven) Krull, 

uncle of Kenneth (Bari) Krull
The Temple family extends its heartfelt 

sympathy to the families.
Mazal Tov to…
David Kotok & Wahyu Dilts on the occasion of 

their marriage
Paul & Marsha Rothberg on the engagement of 

their daughter Sarah to Brendan Devlin
Todah Rabah…
We gratefully acknowledge Deborah Trimble, 

Andrea Garroway and Sarah Shamaskin - 
daughters of Ann and Joel Shamaskin - for 
their heartfelt gift in honor of their parents. 
Their generous donation for the new Temple 
Sinai bima lift assures that everyone will 
have access to our bima with ease and 
dignity. We also gratefully acknowledge 
another very generous anonymous gift that 
will help to make the vision of accessibility 
within our Sanctuary a reality.

Sincere appreciation to our Temple Sinai 
community for their generous donations of 
winter clothing items that were distributed 
to children at School 45

Within Our Family

Union for 
Reform Judaism 

is pleased to announce 
a new course:

Learn to Read 
Hebrew for Adults

Starting March 14, 2021 
Get started with the aleph-bet! Familiarity with 
Hebrew can be a key to feeling at home in the 
Jewish community. Recognize and understand 
common Hebrew words and phrases that are 
often heard in Reform congregations and in 
Jewish prayer. This course has been developed 
specifi cally for online learning, and is taught 
by experienced educators. 

Learn more by going to reformjudaism.org, 
Learning, Classes, Learn Hebrew or:
h  ps://reformjudaism.org/learning/judaism-
classes/hebrew/learn-read-hebrew-adults 

Racism and Health Disparities 
in Our Community

Join us as we welcome our second speaker

 Sherita Bullock
Executive Director, Healthy Baby Network

Topic: Maternal Health, Racism 
and Health Disparities

Tuesday, February 16 at 7:00 p.m.
Healthy Baby Network strives to give every 
baby the opportunity to be born healthy by 
supporting vulnerable mothers and families.
Please access the Zoom link for this important 
program on the temple website.

Todah Rabah to Robert Hyman and Gail Faber 
& William Reichold for joining the Friends of 
Sinai for 2020/2021.  It's never too late to join 
the Friends with an annual gift of $360 or more 
above the regular membership contribution.  
Call the Temple Offi  ce for information about 
how to join.



7Yahrzeits
The departed live on in the hearts 
of those who cherish their memory

February 5 & 6
Harriet August
Dorothy Basse  
Max Berns
Vivian Boelio
Mordecai Brill
Hanna Cohn
Henry Cooke
Steven Fishbein
Jacob Friedlander
Evelyn Frishman
Jack Frishman
Edward Goldberg
Florence Herman
Samuel Hutkoff 
Joan Hyman
Don Irwin
Dorothy Ka  el
Bernadine Kucker
Onalie Leshner
Sari Lieberman
William Pine
Robert Rosen
Harvey Rosenbloom
Benjamin Rudin
June Schechter
Jacob Schuster
Raymond Schwar  
Nukhim Shilman
Joel Smetana
Charles Soloway
Pearl Steinman
Sophia Rolick Stekloff 
Donald Sterns
Alfred Stiller
Jack Tanzman
Pauline Tanzman
Adela Vaisman

February 12 & 13
Shirley Apter
Henry Berns
Mildred Block
Ruth Buyum
Mark Cohn
Anthony Croce
Ed Doescher
Sandi Fogarty
Joseph Gimple
Dina Gurvich
Robert Harner
Tina Hellerman

Leo Hoff man
Bruce Holm
Ted Holmes
Ida Holmes
Misha Kare  ky
Beverly Kaufman
Ira Kolman
Leonard Kosoff 
Sydney Ku  ner
Marian Loeb
Kathleen Molser
Helen Proulx
Sara Ring
Anita Rosenfeld
Arthur Simon
Anne  e Solomon
Ann Wilson Stanger
Max Stein
Roslyn Suntop
Morton Weiner
Lucille Weinstein
Frieda Rose Weinstein

February 19 & 20
Lester Abelman
Abraham Block
Walter Braun
Ernest Brownell, Sr.
Leigh Brownstein
Hyman Cresov
Frieda Dorf
Sheldon Drexler
Lillian Dubin
Gertrude Eyre
Anna Fink
Richard Frankel
Anne  e Gans
Dorothy Gillis
Mary Ginsberg
Sally Gordon
Leonard Greenberg
Mike Greenberg
Harrie   Grodensky
Gabriel Harris
Harvey Hiller
Morris Kaiser
Esther Kantor
Chaya Kantsenberg
Sheryl Lederman
Elise Lestin
Florence Levenberg
Sidney Loeb
Ronan Louis

Mildred Montrose
Rose Perlstein
Dorothy Rosen
Hannah Saidel
Gail Saunders
Norman Schiff rin
Jane Schwar  
Irvin Silton
Michael Silver
Esther Staenberg
Ita Weingarten
Nathan Weiser
Golde Wolkoff 
Evelyn Yates
Gussie Lassman Zand
Joseph Za  kin

February 26 & 27
Bernard Agins
Joel Bloom
Marion Brownell
Hannah Cohn
Thomas Courtheoux
Samuel Croog
Sidney Cutler
Andy Cyrkin
Milton Dai  
Lena Danoff 
Elsie Forman
Margaret Golden
Jack Gordon
Julius Harf
Judith Holmes
Samuel Jacobs
Sheldon Kohn
Isabel Kraus
Stanley Muszynski
Paul Neme  
Yakov Pekurovskiy
Jack Ripps
Sadie Rosen
Renee Roth
Adelle Roth
Lucille Schwar  
Paul Schweid
Arnold Sheidlower
Ethel Simon
Richard Sloane
Bessie Weinstein Spector
Henry Stein
Charlo  e Tickell
Nadia Wehbe
Russell Zuckerman

March 5 & 6
Tsiporah Adar
Charles Baker
Polina Boruchova
Eda Brown
Mordechai Dror
Eugene Ellis
Marshall Falk
Hy Feinstein
Miriam Fishgold
Robert Fleischer
Bernard Frank
Maurice Freedman
Richard Freedman
Thelma Glasner
Lillian Gould
Diana Guest
Pavel Gurvich
Mildred Hill
Lionel Honorat
Arnold Israel
Anne  e Itkin
Bernard Jacobs
Richard Kamenash
Riva Khishchenko
Revekka Kosmandel
Moysey Solomon 

Krasnik
Morris Lux
Mildred Lux
Maria Madonia
Ida Mendler
Pearl Mercier
Sanford Meyerowi  
Leonard Newman
Mildred Rabinowi  
Fanny Rosenbloom
Ben Saidel
Leonid Sanberg
Libby Schlossberg
Robert Silberman
Jack Slawetsky
Mary Jo Smith
Taubert Stein
Henry Essex 

Stropnicky
Beatrice Sul  
Dov Weidenfeld
Yefi m Yermis
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585-802-5246  585-802-5246  Steve Krull
 Licensed Real Estate
 Salesperson

65 S. Main Street
Fairport, NY

Get a Handle on Real Estate

www.EstherBrillPartnerDance.com

 1776 East Main St.
 Rochester, NY 14609
 (585) 288-2050

Serving The Greater Rochester Area.
Over 95 Years of  Experience.

COLLEGE
CAREER CONSULTING
FINDING THE COLLEGE THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU

Ralph A Ellis, Ph.D.
Owner • Educational Consultant

585-520-6166
rellis@howdoipickacollege.com

www.howdoipickacollege.com
WE PROVIDE
List of Best Fit Colleges • Essay Proofreading

College Interview/Visit Preparation
Career Assessment • Application Assistance

Financial Aid Advising

(585) 442-1421
880 Westfall Road, Suite E | Rochester, NY

Lewis 
Pediatrics

Edward D. Lewis, MD, FAAP
Bess C. Lewis, PNP

General Dentistry
MALCOLM M. MUSIKER, D.M.D.

HOWARD L. WEINER, D.M.D.
MICHAEL J. MEDLER, D.D.S.

ACCEPTING NEW ADULT PATIENTS

Pediatric DentistryPediatric Dentistry
RITU M. SHAH, D.M.D.
585-266-9220

www.northcoastdentalgroup.net 
1875 Hudson Ave. | Rochester

FIND THE Value OF HAYES ASSET MANAGEMENT
Hayes Asset Management, LLC
400 Andrews St., Ste. 600, Rochester, NY

Chris Hayes
Email: CHayes@HayesAssetMgt.com
Website: HayesAssetMgt.com
Phone: 585.730.6951

Specializing in 
Bottom-Up Value Investing for 

Equity, Fixed Income, 
and Balanced Accounts.

Rochester’s Jewish Funeral Home
~ Establishing a New Tradition ~

Graveside • Temple 
Chapel Services
427-8520

3325 Winton Rd. South 
Rochester, NY 14623 

 Jarrod Krieger 
Owner & 4th Generation Rochesterian

www.BrightonMemorialChapel.com

www.allstar-pizza.com

(585) 385-2244
1628 Penfield Rd

  • Drain Cleaning
 • Faucets
 • Toilets
 • Water Heaters
 • Sump Pump 
 • Disposals

Same Day Service

585.272.7272
Licensed Master Plumber #332

$30.00 OFF Any Scheduled Repair 
www.PridePlumbingOfRochester.com

Local. Fresh. Delicious.
754 South Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY

M-F 9:30-5:30 | Saturdays 10-4

585.436.9329
Tom & Vicki Finnefrock | Proprietors 
Small, craft batches • All natural ingredients

Certified 

Kosher

UNIQUELY PERSONALIZED GIFTS 

 BARI   WEXLER
INITIALS INC.

 INDEPENDENT REPRESENTATIVE INDEPENDENT REPRESENTATIVE
 Bariwex@yahoo.com
 585-705-0200
 www.myinitials-inc.com/BariWexlerBags

7300 Pittsford Palmyra Road | Fairport

585.425.3420
www.justinc.com

Our home PC security and support plan:
3 Monitored Anti-Virus Software  3 Unlimited Computer Support
3 Automatic Data Backup  3 Remote User Support

Contact Joseph Meyers to place an ad today! 
jmeyers@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6470
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8 9 10 11 12 137
Young Family 
Service followed 
by craft activity
Erev Shabbat 
Service “Disability 
and Acceptance in 
Torah” 6:00 p.m.

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion:
Mishpatim
Exodus 21.1–24.18

Compromise 
in an Age of 
Polarization with 
Panelist Rabbi 
Debbi Till 6:00 p.m.
Religious Practices 
Committee 
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

School in Session
T'fi lation 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed Torah Tales: 
A 5-Week Survey 
9:30 a.m.
Confi rmation Class 
11:00 a.m.
Kesher 11:00 a.m.
Torah Chanting Club
11:00 a.m.

School in Session

February 2021 Calendar

14 1615 17 18 19 20

Erev Shabbat 
Family Service w/
Birthday Blessings 
“Uplift: Committee 
Update on Bima 
Accessibility”
6:00 p.m. 

      Sunday      Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28

41 2 3

21 22 26 2723 24 25

Erev Shabbat 
Service “Jewish 
Family Service of 
Rochester in the 
Community”
6:00 p.m.

Erev Shabbat 
Service “Unmasked: 
Life with Hidden 
Disabilities”
6:00 p.m.

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion:
Yitro
Exodus 18.1–20.26
Winterfest 5:00 p.m.
Havdalah for All 
5:30 p.m.

School in Session
AdultED Committee 
Meeting 3:30 p.m.

Membership 
Committee 
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Purim Spiel and 
Megillah Reading 
6:00 p.m.

65
Congregational 
Meeting on 
Sustaining Sinai 
7:00 p.m.

Executive 
Committee 
Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Racism & Health 
Disparities 
Series– Guest 
Speaker Dr. Linda 
Clark 7:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion:
Terumah
Exodus 25.1–27.19

NO SCHOOL
Latke vs. 
Hamentaschen 
Debate 5:00 p.m.
Jewish Life from 
the Perspective of 
Orthodox Jews with 
Visual Impairment 
7:00 p.m.

School in Session
Sustaining Sinai 
Q & A Session 
7:00 p.m.

Torah Study 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning 
Service 10:30 a.m.
Torah Portion:
Tetzaveh
Exodus 27.20–30.10

March Erev 
Shabbat Services

PLEASE CHECK 
SNIPPETS AND 
OUR WEBSITE 

FOR THE MOST 
UP-TO-DATE 

SERVICE TIMES

Accessibility 
and Inclusion 
Committee 
Meeting 6:30 p.m.

Racism 
and Health 
Disparities in our 
Community
7:00 p.m.

School in Session
Purim Celebration 
9:30 a.m.
Confi rmation Class 
11:00 a.m.
Kesher 11:00 a.m.
Torah Chanting Club
11:00 a.m.
Bogrim 11:00 a.m.
Sustaining Sinai TBA

AdultEd – Step 
into Shushan 
Town: A True 
Purim Story 
7:00 p.m.

Rabbi Alan Katz
A LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP

G A L A            event
Due to the ongoing Covid pandemic, we have 

decided to postpone Rabbi Ka  's gala from 
April 2021 to the fall of 2021. Hopefully by then 
everyone will have been vaccinated, and we can 
celebrate together without worry! The new date 

should be determined shortly, so keep an eye out!
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It’s nine o’clock Sunday morning as I write 
this, and in a half hour, our house will come 
alive with Temple-related Zoom meetings. 
Three of us - our two sons and myself - will 
head to class. Or rather, we’ll head to our 
respective classes. One son will head to his 
6th grade class“room,” where he’ll continue 
to learn about our traditions and prepare 
to become a bar mitzvah. Another son will 
head first to his 3rd grade classroom, where 
he serves as a madrich (lit. “leader,” practically 
speaking, teaching assistant), and then to 
his Kesher class, where he and his typically 
post-b’nai mitzvah peers continue to grow 
into Jewish adults. And I will head to the first 
in Rabbi Till’s five-part AdultED “Torah Tales” 
series for an hour-long exploration of Sefer 
Bereshit (The Book of Genesis).  One roof - 
three screens - three students - one goal - life-
long Jewish education.

AdultED is proud to comprise a part of the 
Jewish learning continuum at Temple Sinai.  
I imagine there are many different reasons 
that adults seek out Jewish educational 
opportunities - including enlightenment, 
enrichment, and engagement. I want to 
proffer another reason - example. In taking 
time out of my day to explore a Jewish text, 
not only do I gain insights to pass along 
my children - l’dor vador - but I also model 
for them what Jewish learning looks like. 
Further, I demonstrate through my actions 
as well as through my words the import of 

studying within our tradition. When parents 
prioritize Jewish learning for themselves, 
children have an easier time understanding 
why it’s likewise valued for them.

What’s more, the programs offered under 
the banner of “adult education” are not 
exclusively for adults and can, in fact, 
sometimes be enjoyed as families.  January’s 
AdultED co-sponsored artist- and scholar-in-
residence Danny Maseng, for example, told 
stories through music, which is generally 
agnostic to age.  Similarly, Cantor Braun’s 
upcoming “Step Into Shushan Town: A True 
Purim Story” (Monday, February 22, 7:00 
p.m.) will “unmask” Purim through discussion 
appropriate not just to adults, but to older 
children, as well.

When you participate in AdultED programs, 
whether as a family or individually, your 
engagement speaks volumes to your 
children. If you haven’t tried AdultED lately, 
consider dropping into Rabbi Till’s Sunday, 
February 7, 9:30 a.m., “Torah Tales” class. This 
final series installment, focused as it will be on 
D’varim (Deuteronomy), is free-standing and 
beckons ALL participants, regardless of their 
professed Torah literacy. Come hold our Tree 
of Life fast so that our children ultimately do, 
too!

Susan Rizzo, chair, Adult Education 
adulted@tsinai.org, #GetAdultED

Adult Education

I want to express my deep appreciation to you, 
our Temple Sinai family, for your generous re-
sponse to the 2020 High Holy Days Annual Ap-
peal. Thank you for helping to build and ensure 
the strength of our vibrant community into the 
future!  -- Keith Greer

A special thanks to the following Temple members who 
have so generously donated to the Temple Sinai High 
Holy Days Appeal (since  December 10, 2020)

A donation has been made by…
Seth & Suzanne Silver
Stacey Martin

In Honor of...
The engagement of Joshua Gimple to 

Cassandra DiCesare, by David & Karen 
Gimple

Rabbi & Jan Ka  , by Howard & Sue Weiner

In Memory of...
Golde Wolkoff , by Michael Wolkoff 
Edwin Alpert, by Stephen & Linda Alpert-Gillis

HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL
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February Jewish Disability Awareness 
and Inclusion Month (JDAIM) Events

The Temple Sinai Accessibility and Inclusion 
Commi  ee invites you to celebrate JDAIM 2021 
by participating in presentations during all four 
Friday erev Shabbat services:

February 5   
Uplift: Commi  ee Update on Bimah Accessibility
Come learn about the mechanical lift that will 
be harmoniously integrated into our sanctuary’s 
bimah and about our community’s passionate 
endorsement of providing access to all!

February 12 
Disability and Acceptance in Torah 
(Ann Lieberman Colgan, Ed.D.)
Ever wonder what Torah has to say about 
disability? Join Dr. Ann Lieberman Colgan, 
Associate Professor and Director of Liberal 
Studies, West Chester University, to fi nd 
out. Dr. Colgan, who earned her Doctor of 
Education Degree from Gra   College in Jewish 
Education and Jewish History, will share 
insights from our foundational text.

February 19
Jewish Family Service of Rochester (JFS) in 
the Community
JFS is a seldom celebrated resource in our 
community, off ering life-enhancing programs 

to participants, Jewish and not. Learn how it is 
that, through JFS, our community “draws on its 
best traditions and cares for each other in times 
of need.”

February 26
Unmasked: Life with Hidden Disabilities
Disabilities come in many “fl avors,” some 
of which are not easily discernible to the 
untrained eye. In time with Purim, a holiday 
that involves the wearing of masks, learn how 
invisible disabilities impact those navigating 
life with them.

*The Zoom session will be kept open after 
services for the opportunity to further discuss 
and to ask questions on these topics each week. 

There will also be a stand-alone Sunday 
evening program:
February 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Orthodox Jewish Life with Visual Impairment
Father-daughter guest presenters Rabbi Moshe 
Le  owi   and Rachel Bodek will share about 
visual impairment and how it aff ects (or 
doesn’t) their Jewish practice.

Please join the Commi  ee and be part of the 
move to include!

Accessibility & Inclusion
The Temple Sinai Accessibility & Inclusion Committee 
     strives to make temple life fully accessible to all 
              participants, regardless of disability.

Temple Sinai presents:
The Greatest Debate in 

Jewish History-Sinai Style

Latke v. 
Hamantashen

Which is the more perfect food?
Sunday February 21 

          at 5:00 p.m. 
       via Zoom 

Moderated by our 
President, Keith Greer

Join us as our own Sinai debaters lend their 
academic (and not so academic) arguments to 
this frivolous, but generations-old question! 
Register your vote when polled at the end to 
decide which is Sinai’s more perfect food.

You are invited to attend in costume and nosh 
on your favorite food and drink your favorite 
beverage from the comfort of your own home…
have fun, it’s Purim*! 

*

So mark your calendars…let your vote be 
counted!

The Zoom link can be accessed on the temple 
website.
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Tu B’shevat – Ode to the Tree
Tu B’shevat, or the 15th of the month of Shevat, will 
fall this year on the eve of Sunday, February 9th.  
Originally mentioned as one of the four New Years, 
Tu B’shevat was used to denote the beginning of 
the new year for fruit trees in order to calculate the 
tithe to be brought to the Temple in Jerusalem. In the 
16th century, Kabbalists created a new ritual, the Tu 
B’shevat Seder, or Feast of Fruits, to celebrate nature 
and its bounty. While still winter here in Rochester, 
in the land of Israel at Tu B’shevat we begin to see 
the hints of budding fruits on the trees. In recent 
years, Tu B’shevat has become a sort of Jewish Earth 
day, considered a festival of nature, full of wonder, 
joy, and thankfulness for creation in anticipation 
of the renewal of the natural world. It is seen as 
an appropriate holiday to educate Jews about our 
tradition’s advocacy of responsible stewardship of 
creation and a celebration of nature. 

Trees have always been a special symbol for 
Jews. Our biblical text is replete with both literal 
and metaphorical references. The Torah itself is 
referred to as E   Chaim or the Tree of Life. Bal 
Tashchit, which is a commonly understood as 
a commandment not to waste, has its roots in 
Deuteronomy as a prohibition against destroying 
fruit trees in a time of war. The story of Honi the 
circle maker encourages us to consider the parable 
where an old man plants a carob tree that will not 
bear fruit for 70 years says.

“As my forebears planted for me, so do I plant for my 
children.” – Babylonian Talmud, Ta‘anit 23a

What’s so great about trees?
• Trees can be great big carbon sinks. They absorb 

carbon dioxide and emit oxygen-storing carbon 
during their lifecycle. 

• Just three trees properly placed around a house 
can save up to 30% of energy use. Well-positioned 
trees on your property can shade your house, 
reducing energy consumption on cooling. Shading 
of your air conditioning unit in the summer can 
increase its effi  ciency (U.S. Forest Service Center 
for Urban Forest Research).

• Tree-lined streets in urban areas can reduce heat-
island eff ects, lowering temperatures up to 6-10 
degrees compared to streets without trees (U.S. 
Forest Service Center for Urban Forest Research).  

• They also fi lter our air and water, provide 
structure to our soil, and provide vital habitats, 
natural beauty and recreational opportunities.

We Jews are planters - a century ago the Zionist 
movement mobilized and inspired thousands to 
undertake reforesting the Land of Israel, and today, 

many still plant trees to mark special events. BUT, 
sustainable reforesting means that the right trees must 
be planted in the right place and in the right balance, 
and with correct ongoing care. (For more information 
on complexity of tree planting eff orts in Israel see 
h  ps://www.natureisrael.org/Blog/2020-Tu-B-Shvat-
Thoughts )

Some options for sustainable tree planting:
• Ecosia- is a Berlin-based search engine that uses 

the ad revenue generated from your searches to 
plant trees where they are needed most. (They are 
pre  y well-ve  ed: a certifi ed B-Corp, pledged to be 
CO2-negative, to support full fi nancial transparency 
and to protect the privacy of its users.) Find out 
more about Ecosia and how to set it as your default 
browser at www.ecosia.org

• JTree is a collaborative campaign by a variety of 
Jewish organizations from all walks of life that 
share a commitment to addressing climate change. 
Jtree partners with the National Forest Foundation 
to plant trees, protect forests, and repairing 
the damage already done to them. For more 
information go to h  ps://hazon.org/commit-to-
change/jtree/

• Now is not a great time to plant trees in the 
Rochester area (Late August through September is 
best) but you can fi nd information on timing and 
types of trees to plant through Cornell Cooperative 
Extension here h  p://albany.cce.cornell.edu/
gardening/lawns-ornamentals/trees-shrubs

But planting trees is not all that we need, and it 
should not replace advocating for policy change and 
rethinking our lifestyle and how we consume. We need 
to pursue all these and more to leave a be  er world for 
our children. Rochester Area Interfaith Climate Action 
has more resources and ideas on actions that you can 
take at www.RAICA.net

So, as we push along through this pandemic and are 
reminded to properly wash our hands by singing 
“happy birthday” three times for proper technique, 
let’s dedicate one to the trees.  

Take a moment to appreciate nature around you.  
Perhaps Winterfest might be an option? If not, just 
take some time to be aware of the nature that enriches 
our lives and sustains us. Hey, you can even get in 
a COVID friendly tree hug - you might be surprised 
how good it feels. (That is the message Israel’s Nature 
and Parks Authority is spreading on social media to try 
to help people overcome the sense of detachment that 
coronavirus social-distancing rules can bring.
 (h  ps://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-
coronavirus-israel-trees-idUSKCN24E18K)

You can also try your own Tu B’shevat Seder - fi nd 
out more or download a Haggadah here h  ps://
reformjudaism.org/have-tu-bishvat-seder.
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Contributions

ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND
In Honor of

Joel & Ann Shamaskin, by the Shamaskin 
daughters

In Memory of
Leon Barel, by Howard & Arlene Schenker
Josephine Auerbach, by Karl Auerbach
Peter David Schiff rin, by Liz Steinberg
An anonymous donation has been made to help 
pay for the new bima lift

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In Appreciation of

The Torah Chanting Club, by Lisa Altman
In Memory of

Esther Elwi  , by Marcia Elwi  
Charlie Schachter, by Roberta Milstein
A donation has been made in support of our 
Artist in Residence, by Eric & Marcia Birken

CANTOR BRAUN DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Appreciation of

The Torah Chanting Club, by Lisa Altman
The Religious Practices Commi  ee and Cantor 

Braun for eight Zooming nights of Chanukah 
fun, by Sharon Peck Silvio

In Memory of
Mirit Skerker, by Allan Skerker
Phyllis Ginsberg, by Harrison Schu  er
Myrna Weinstein, by Noreen Salerno

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In Appreciation of

Bobbi Simmons-Sarnov and all she does 
for Temple Sinai, by James Spiller & Anne 
Macpherson

In Honor of
The marriage of David Kotok & Wahyu Dilts, 

by Carol & Michael Yunker, Flo Drexler, 
Joyce Schachter, Jill Orbach

The birth of Henry Holmes, grandson of Bess 
& Ed Lewis, by Joyce Schachter

Ruvin (Rudy) Weingart's 100th birthday, by 
David, Tod, Dena & Jill Orbach

In Memory of
Dennis Drayer, by Arlene Cooper
Ella Anderson, by Carole & David Teegarden, 

Joyce Schachter, Lester & Monika Ka  el, 
Irving & Gloria Rosenstein

John Hart, by Hillary Beale 
Shirley Hart, by Hillary Beale 
Goldie Rosenstein, by Irving & Gloria 

Rosenstein
Max Rosenstein, by Irving & Gloria Rosenstein
Alan DeMayo, by Joyce Schachter
Natalie Chekow, by Joyce Schachter
Lies Uitentuis, by Joyce Schachter
Catherine Steele, by Joyce Schachter
Norman Blaustein, by Jill Orbach
Myrna Weinstein, by Marvin & Lore  a 

Friedman, Bonnie Hughes & Ed Myszynski
Charlie Schachter, by Alan & Judy Wertheimer, 

Katie & Dennis Furioso, Rabbi Alan & Jan 
Ka  , Alex Neubert, Temple Sinai Board 
of Trustees, Amy Tackaberry, Barbara & 
Michael James, Barbara Dechario, Carol & 
Keith Greer, David Schwar   & Trina Smith, 
Donna & Michael Goldberg, E. Sco   & 
Phyllis Wagner, Elida Stein, Florence Drexler, 
Gloria Schachter, Linda Rei  enstein & Ellen 
Schachter, Helene Monat & Jerry Edelstein, 
Irving & Gloria Rosenstein, Jacqueline & 
Donald Przytula, James Spiller & Anne 
Macpherson, Janet & Julio Chavarria & 
Lore  a Laughman, Joel Stein & Michele 
Grimaldi Stein, Jan & Joel Greenberg, Lester 
& Monika Ka  el, Marcie & Joel Shapiro and 
Family, Mark Winsberg & Diane Morse, 
Ralph Ellis & Alice Rudolph, Robin Shiff rin, 
Rozanne Marcus, Thomas & Joy Piekunka, 
Wendy & Steve Silverman, Chip & Liz 
Russell, Bernard P. Donegan, Inc., Jill Orbach

LIBRARY FUND
In Honor of

Izzy Obecanov for her many accomplishments, 
by Bubbe Liz Steinberg

In Memory of
Carol Behrman, by Joe & Jeni Behrman
Abraham Medoff , by Wayne & Susan Willis
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JOEL BLOOM FUND

In Memory of
Ella Anderson, by Bess & Ed Lewis
Jerry Usdane, by Elaine Montrose Usdane
Bima Dilts, by Florence Drexler
Jacob Handelman, by Florence Drexler
Lonny Perlman, by Mark Levy
Ruth Peck, by Sharon Peck Silvio
Hyman Peck, by Sharon Peck Silvio
Seena Hoff man, by Sharon Peck Silvio

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
In Honor of

Allan Schwar  's special birthday, by Lester & 
Monika Ka  el

The marriage of David Kotok & Wahyu Dilts, 
by Marlene & Henry Etlinger, Janet Irwin

The retirement of Drs. Joe & Jeni Behrman, by 
Michael & Janet Goldman

In Memory of
Charlie Schachter, by Barbara Davis & Dennis 

Linsner, Carol & Willy Larsen, Ellie Kriger, 
John & Tobie Olsan, Sharon Peck Silvio

Myrna Weinstein, by David Kotok & Wahyu 
Dilts

Jack Ripps, by Isaak & Nina Rivshin
Wishing Mazal Tov to

Paul & Marcia Rothberg on the engagement of 
their daughter Sarah Rothberg to Brendan 
Devlin, by Marlene & Henry Etlinger and 
family

A donation has been made by Lester & Monika 
Ka  el, Assaf & Amanat Yosha, Gary Ginsburg

MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND
In Appreciation of

Lindsey Hagan, for all of her tech help, by Elise 
Rosenfeld

Temple Life & Mi  vah Commi  ees, by 
Marvin & Lore  a Friedman

In Memory of
Sadie Klein, by Randi Forman & Mark 

Anderson
David Schwar  , by Sherry & Ronald Schwar  
Ella Anderson, by Sherry & Ronald Schwar  
Sigmund Piekunka, by Thomas & Joy Piekunka

MUSIC FUND
In Appreciation of

Elise Wojciechowski, by Richard & Karen 
Reese

In Honor of
Cantor Braun's wonderful Chanukah video, by 

William Squires
In Memory of

Dennis Drayer, by Sharon Peck Silvio
Natalie Chekow, by the Seidman Family
A donation has been made in support of the 
Artist in Residence program, by Eric & Marcia 
Birken

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In Memory of

Evelyn Seidman Cohen, by Louis & Harriet 
Slawetsky

PRESIDENT'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of

Myrna Weinstein, by Randi Forman & Mark 
Anderson

RABBI KATZ DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of

The Bar Mi  vah of Rabbi Alan & Jan Ka  's 
grandson, Menachem Helfen, by Joyce 
Schachter

RABBI TILL DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of

Ellen Goldenberg, by the Merliss/Pel   family
In Memory of

Mirit Skerker, by Allan Skerker
Myrna Weinstein, by Bernard Rosenthal
Charles Schachter, by Claudia & Steve Brent
Harris Jacobson, by Larry Jacobson
Ethel Rosenbloom, by Michael, Susan & Nathan 

Rosenbloom
Lillian Meyers, by Wayne & Susan Willis
A donation has been made by Athena Thomas-
Visel & Paul Thomas

RAIHN FUND
In Appreciation of

RAIHN volunteers, by Lisa Altman
In Honor of

Rick Louis, by Carol & Michael Yunker
In Memory of

Edwin Yunker, by Carol & Michael Yunker
Bima Dilts, by Sharon Peck Silvio
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

In Memory of
Lies Uitentuis, by Allan Hymes & Marilyn Rosen
Bruce Rosen, by Phyllis Rosen

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Appreciation of

Lindsey Hagan for creatively and joyfully 
bringing us together for lay led services, by 
Sandra Mi  ner

Nancy Kraus for initiating and spectacularly 
carrying out book discussions and 
educational programming on anti-racism for 
Temple Sinai members--young and old, by 
Sandra Mi  ner

The Temple Sinai Kni  ing Group for their 
donation of beautifully handmade blankets 
for families at Refugees Helping Refugees, 
by Sharon Peck Silvio

In Honor of
All the people who showed us such kindness, 

by Rebecca and Marilyn Drayer
In Memory of

Natalie Chekow, by Allan Hymes & Marilyn 
Rosen, Donna & Michael Goldberg

Catherine Steele, by Allan Hymes & Marilyn 
Rosen, Ellie Kriger

Sid Dorfman, by Donna & Michael Goldberg
Lorrayne Dorfman, by Donna & Michael 

Goldberg

Wishing Mazal Tov to
David Kotok & Wayhu Dilts, by Caren Rudin 

& Alan Gurwi  
With Healing Wishes to

Marilyn Fenster, by Amy & John LaGambino

SCHOOL 45 DONATION
Wishing Mazal Tov to

Marcia & Paul Rothberg on the engagement of 
their daughter Sarah to Brendan Devlin, by 
Lori & Robert Conway

WEINSTEIN-FINNEFROCK FUND
In Memory of

Myrna Weinstein, by Allan & Judy Schwar  , 
Amy & John LaGambino, Ann Astarita, 
Anna May Eisenberg, Anne Greigg, Arlene 
Cooper, Audra & Alan Blank, Bev & Morrie 
Weinstein, Blanche & Ed Fenster, Carol & 
Michael Yunker, Carol & Keith Greer, David 
& Carole Teegarden, Debbie & John Eustice, 
Dick & Bea Rosenbloom, Elysa Tyson, Esther 
Smalline, Florence Eppstein, Bill & Linda 
MacKenzie, Nancy Eppstein, Glenn Gray, 
Bob & Joyce Herman, Harrie   Shulman, 
Howard & Susan Itkin, Joyce Schachter, Judy 
Makowiecki, Julia Alaimo, Kenneth Merzel, 
Laurie & Stan Whitcomb, Leslie Sax, Linda 
& Bernard Donegan, Lori & Robert Conway, 
Lorri & John Diggory, Marcia Elwi  , Michael 
Haymes & Randy Young, Renee & James 
Brownstein, Sco   & Phyllis Wagner, Sharon 
Peck Silvio, Sheila Konar, Sherri & Ron 
Finke, Dolores & Ellyn Kleinberg, Thomas & 
Michele Bell, Todd & Jenni Rockoff , Andrew 
& Roberta Ricchueto, Abraham & Elaine 
Vigoda, Burt Gordon & Phyllis Kasden, 
Gerald & Roberta Ginsberg, Michael Moss, 
Pa  i & Michael Kehoe, Paul & Anne  e 
DeCarolis, Jill Orbach 

WOMEN'S CHAVURAH FUND
Wishing Mazal Tov to

Bess & Ed Lewis on the birth of grandson 
Henry Ma  hew Holmes, son of Jenny 
Lewis-Holmes & Ma  hew Holmes, by Randi 
Forman & Mark Anderson

For information about these funds, go to our 
website:  www.tsinai.org/About Us/ Contributions/

Tributes received after January 10th will be 
acknowledged in the March bulletin

Temple Contacts
Rabbi   
Debbi Till    rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Cantor
Renata Braun cantorbraun@tsinai.org
Education Director 
Ilan Adar  iadar@tsinai.org
Executive Director 
Mary Mansfield  mmansfi eld@tsinai.org
Rabbi Emeritus  
Alan Ka     

                                  Officers
 President 
 Keith Greer
             Secretary 
 Renee Brownstein
 Immediate
 Past President 
 Blanche Fenster
              

Vice Presidents
Administration John Diggory
Congregant Connections Esther Brill
Finance Jamie Spiller
Education Josh Faber
Religious Practices Ellen Goldenberg
Youth Initiatives Marilyn Fenster
Caring Community & Social Action
Abby Urban-Ri  in
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PLEASE EXPEDITE
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We may not be together in a warm cabin with a fi replace, 
but we can still enjoy the outdoors and join together to 
visit, share Havdalah, and enjoy a good meal. 
 

Activities on your own during the day (suggestions to come 
in Snippets)
• 5:00 p.m. – Join us on zoom to visit and share your 

afternoon stories and pictures!
• 5:30 p.m. – Havdalah, followed by break out rooms for 

dinner (we will be sending out favorite recipes from over 
the years!)

Join back together as a group after dinner, for anyone who 
would like to. 
 

Please RSVP to VickiWFinnefrock@gmail.com

Winterfest  (Pandemic-style!)

Saturday, February 6, 2021


