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the next 40 days on the 
mountain and returned to 
the people on Yom Kippur. 
Many of you remember 
that the first time Moses 
went up to the mountain, 
Israelites had built and 
worshiped The Golden Calf. 
Many scholars believe that Israelites had 
worshipped The Golden Calf because they 
miscounted the 40 days after which they 
expected Moses to come back. Tradition teaches 
that when Moses went up to the mountain the 
second time, a shofar was sounded every day for 
40 days, so the Israelites would not miscalculate 
the 40 days period. Therefore, traditionally the 
shofar is blown every day during the month of 
Elul.

Maimonides described the sound of the shofar in 
Elul as a “wake up call,” to awaken the parts of 
ourselves that are asleep so we may rise up 
from complacency and return to the pathways of 
love and aliveness. (Mishneh Torah, Hilchot 
Teshuvah 3:4).

In Europe, Elul arrives when the plums and 
pears are ripe and ready for picking. European 
Jews call Elul the time of the "Flaumen un die 
Beren" (the plums and pears). In Yiddish these 
two words have additional meanings: "Flaumen" 
means flames, and "Beren" means to burn. As a 
result, Elul is a time when we search our hearts, 
and prepare for the Holidays with fiery and 
burning intensity. 

So, let’s “plow” our spiritual fields through 
self-reflection, through spending time 
alone or with family and friends. May 
we “dig” deep into our inner voices 
and find meaning in the new upcoming 
year.

I wish you a beautiful Elul! May you 
surround yourself with beauty and 
wisdom as you prepare for the coming 
year.

B’Shalom,

Cantor Renata Braun
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ELUL IS COMING…
Do You Know About 
The Various Meanings of ELul? 
ELUL IS COMING…
DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THE VARIOUS 
MEANINGS OF ELUL?

Today I would like to talk about month of Elul 
and its importance.

As many of you know Elul is the twelfth month 
of the Jewish civil year and usually occurs in 
August–September on the Gregorian calendar. 
The name of the month Elul, like the names of 
the rest of the Hebrew calendar months 
originated from the Akkadian word for "harvest". 
A similar month name was also used in 
Akkadian, in the form Elulu. The month is known 
as Arab Ululu, "harvest month.”  In Aramaic, the 
word "Elul" is similar to the root of the verb 
"search.”

In Jewish tradition, the month of Elul is a time 
of reflection and repentance in preparation for 
the High Holy Days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. Elul, in Hebrew, also known as cheshbon 
hanefesh - “an accounting of the soul.” As the 
Maharal of Prague said, 

“All the month of Elul, before eating and 
sleeping, a person should look into his soul 
and search his deeds, that he may make 
confession.”

Our tradition teaches us that Moses went up to 
Mount Sinai in the beginning of month of Elul to 
receive the second set of tablets. Moses spent 
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Revelation on the Road

On June 24, I was driving through Kansas on my 
first road trip to the Rocky Mountains in thirty 
years. Although the car thermometer registered 
109 degrees (truly!) as I drove across the 
Great Plains, I enjoyed the hot breeze and 
nostalgically sang along to music I played 
decades ago during westbound road trips. The 
stands of thousands of new windmills spinning in 
the hot wind was novel, but I remembered well 
the stark beauty of this place and the awesome 
view of forbidding clouds reaching down to the 
flat horizon. 

This was a special journey for me, a solo trip 
for self-rejuvenation— perhaps even self-
discovery— after a full year of teaching and 
service, of email whirlwinds and Zoom meetings, 
of constant engagement with others at work, 
home, and Temple Sinai. This was my precious 
time alone, and I aimed to unplug and live in the 
moment.

Despite my best intention, I temporarily plugged 
in and turned on the radio. It announced: the 
U.S. Supreme Court had overturned 50 years 
of precedent regarding women’s reproductive 
rights and health! I was shocked (but not 
surprised), disoriented, gob smacked; I was hit 
by the dizzying force of the heat—or was it the 
dizzying force of historical forces upending a 
half century of individual liberty? In any event, 
I suddenly felt terribly alone, desperate to feel 
grounded and whole once again in the comfort 
of my people—my spouse, family, friends, and 
moral community.

I had intended to find an off-
the-cellphone-grid campsite 
that night, but I impulsively 
changed my mind. I got the 
last hotel room in a small 
western Kansas town so that 
I could log in just in time to 
temple services via Zoom. 

I did not plan to attend services during this 
nearly month-long trip, but I felt compelled 
to do so. I was struck not only by my familiar 
comfort in sharing the prayers and songs of our 
service, but also by the unusual comfort in being 
connected to our congregation at a moment 
of heightened emotion and stress. I have 
always understood Temple Sinai to be a moral 
community that celebrates simchas and grieves 
losses together; now I understood it could lend 
strength and ethical perspective in such times 
as well. Cantor Braun’s singing was a balm and 
Rabbi Till’s pitch-perfect sermon recognized 
the weight of the moment, clarified its ethical 
dimensions through foundational Jewish values, 
and offered a glimpse of how to positively move 
forward together.

I realized again, in a refreshingly air-
conditioned hotel room in rural Kansas, that my 
participation in our congregational community, 
and service to it as a board member and co-
president, has been for me not only an obligation 
but also a source of Jewish learning, solidarity, 
and ethical commitment. Thank you for sharing 
the blessing of our congregational community.

Jamie Spiller

Contacting the Clergy
Please let the temple office (381-6890) know of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions so that 
the clergy and the congregation can respond appropriately. Also, remember not to schedule any life 
cycle events at which Rabbi Till or Cantor Braun will be present without speaking to them first. As a 
reminder, our Clergy and Education Director are not in the office on Tuesdays and use that time to rest 
and recharge. Please do not schedule meetings or events that require their attendance and assist us by 
confirming all dates with the office staff prior to booking.

To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call 355-0192. To reach Cantor Braun in an emergency, please 
call 973-953-2489.

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. Please remember that HIPAA regulations prevent hospitals from 
alerting us when someone is ill. We ask temple congregants who are aware that one of our congregants is 
in a hospital to please call the Temple Sinai office so that one of our clergy may contact them. 
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When’s the last time you explored the Youth 
Education page of the Temple Sinai website? I 
can tell you that, my kids having been enrolled 
in the School of Jewish Life and Learning 
(SJLL) a full decade now, I hadn’t visited in a 
good long while. Guess what, friends - there’s a 
treasure trove of information there! True, some 
of it is awaiting my attention - like the school 
year general information, which I’ll hopefully 
have updated before this bulletin comes out - 
but plenty of it is ripe for your exploration even 
as I write this column in early July.  

Take, for example, the section on curriculum. 
One click lands you on a very rich page 
where the six topics that animate the school - 
Torah, mitzvot & middot, holidays, Israel, and 
Hebrew - are both described in words and 
laid out in a beautiful graphic demonstrating 
their interwovenness. Core themes per grade 
level are also articulated so you can see the 
trajectory across the school years. Ever wonder 
what happens after students become b’nei 
mitzvah? No need to wonder - the Curriculum 
page has you covered there, too! Visit it to 
learn more about educational programming for 
students in Grade 8 and beyond.

The faculty and I are currently working to 
update our bios so you and your students can 

School of Jewish Life & Learning learn about us even before returning to school 
this fall. We have also implemented a second, 
fabulous way to get to know us - a summer open 
house! That’s right, for the first time in at least 
the 10 years I’ve been engaged with the school, 
we are hosting an open house before the year 
starts. Please drop by Sunday, August 21, 2:00-
4:00 p.m., to meet the teachers and me; sample 
grade-specific curricula; sing and dance; hear 
stories; do crafts; and experience the sights, 
sounds, tastes and even smells of an Israeli shuk 
(market). Know someone else “in the market” 
for Jewish learning? Please invite them to 
attend as well. We are always looking to share 
our wonderful school with others!

Finally, registration for this school year is open 
and awaits you. The sooner you register your 
students, the easier it becomes for us to plan 
for them. Please find the registration link on 
the Temple Sinai homepage. Register today and 
receive a special thank-you gift at the August 
21 open house! Questions? Drop me a line, give 
me a call, or ask your questions in person at the 
open house. I can’t wait to see your families 
there for some Israel-themed fun!

With excitement for this year,

Susan Rizzo
Education Director, School of Jewish Life and 
Learning
srizzo@tsinai.org
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LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD

During the lazy hazy crazy days of summer, the 
AdultED Committee has been regrouping. As 
Susan Rizzo steps into her new role as Interim 
Director of the School of Jewish Life and 
Learning, we want to recognize and appreciate 
her leadership, organizational skills, and creative 
innovation as chairperson of AdultED for the last 
two plus years.

Providing meaningful learning experiences for 
congregants during quarantine was no easy task. 
As an eager participant in the AdultED 
opportunities for over two years, I applaud and 
appreciate the quality and variety of 
programming created by Susan, Rabbi Till, Cantor 
Braun, and the rest of the committee, supported 
by staff and embellished by stimulating guest 
teachers and presenters. I know that these 
learning experiences - beginning and ending with 
our beloved shmoozin’ - served as a lifeline to me 
and to many in the Temple Sinai community 
during lockdown.

This year we look forward to being able to learn 
together in person, as well as on Zoom, to 
connect as we were finally able to do this spring 
with holidays, festivals, classes, beautiful services, 
celebrations, and fond farewells.

We are also excited to collaborate with other 
committees - Congregant Connections, Religious 
Practices, and Social Action - and in conjunction 
with temple school, to develop exciting 
programs, including intergenerational activities, 
and learning opportunities. 

As we approach the High Holy Days, spending 
time evaluating the past year and reflecting our 
aspirations for the coming year, we can envision 
ways to improve ourselves and our world.

May our learning together bring us deeper 
understanding of ourselves and others and lead 
us to enlightened action.

May our learning together strengthen our 
relationships and enrich our lives.

Marlene Gordon
Chair, Adult Education Committee, adulted@tsinai.org

Adult Education in the Temple Sinai School of Life and 
Learning invites learners at all stages, 

novice to “seasoned,” to forge connections through group 
exploration of Jewish texts and topics.

Adult Education

In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of: 
Richard Rosenbloom, father of Karen 

Rosenbloom
George Okrent, husband of Patricia Goodwin
The Temple family extends heartfelt sympathy to 

the bereaved families

Mazel Tov to…
Harrison Schutzer & Alexandra Vitulano on 

their wedding

Welcome to New Congregant...
Arnold Chekow

Your ‘nachas’ is our ‘nachas’. Email good news 
you'd like to share with the congregation to 
office@tsinai.org

Within Our Family

The response to the Step by 
Step Commemorative 
Walkway Project has been 
wonderful, with over 80 
pavers already purchased. 

Due to unexpected circumstances, there is a 
delay in the installation, and the walkway should 
be completed late this fall. As a result, the 
deadline to purchase pavers has been extended 
until August 12. 

Thank you to the following congregants for their 
donations:

Stewart Cramer & Sue Golden-Cramer
Jeffrey & Janice Feldman
Cathy Fleischer
Scott & Iris Giancola
Axel & Dorise Honorat
Rozanne Marcus
Janet Nemetz & Van King
Paul Rosenfeld & Sylvia Rose
Eric & Tarryn Rozen
Joe & Diana Seroski
Reba Silterra & Jackie Longchamps
Jay Supnick & Gail Brownell
Elaine Usdane

Vicki Finnefrock, Iris Giancola, Blanche 
Fenster, & Monika Katzel
The Step by Step Walkway Committee
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For thirty years, Friends of Sinai (FOS) has served as an important support vehicle of our 
Temple community.  The annual Friends of Sinai gifts have made possible non-budgeted 
improvements to our building and grounds, as well as support for our school, staff, and 
congregational programming.

We gratefully acknowledge the following members who are able and chose to support our 
congregation with a FOS donation of $360 or more above the “Sustaining Sinai” commitment 
for 2022/2023**:

Al and Pam Benjamin Stewart Cramer and Sue Golden Cramer 
Stan and Reenie Feingold Lauren Lieberman and Katrina Arndt
Rabbis Alan and Jan Katz Lester and Monika Katzel
Allen and Barbara Mendler Lou and Cathy Schneider **
Joyce Schachter Mark Anderson & Randi Forman
Esther Brill & RJ Ruble Robert and Paula Zeman
Edward and Bess Lewis Norman and Donna Lederman 
Robert and Merilyn Israel   

We all make up and add to the rich fabric that is the Sinai Family.  We give in a myriad of ways, 
where and how we can.  Friends of Sinai is another way to support the faith community that 
supports us.

Please consider joining.

For information about how to become a Friend of Sinai, contact me or our Temple office.

Monika Katzel
Friends of Sinai Chair 
monikakatzel@gmail.com

Temple Contacts
Rabbi   
Debbi Till rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Cantor
Renata Braun cantorbraun@tsinai.org
Interim Education Director
Susan Rizzo srizzo@tsinai.org

Executive Director
Mary Mansfield mmansfield@tsinai.org
Rabbi Emeritus  
Alan Katz   
     

Officers
Co-Presidents
Renee Brownstein and Jamie Spiller

Secretary 
Tobie Olsan 

Immediate Past President 
Keith Greer
 

Vice Presidents
Administration- Carla Greenfield
Caring Community & Social Action- Sharon Silvio
Congregant Connections- Carol Yunker & 
     Diana Seroski
Finance- David Rutberg
Education- Tziporah Rosenberg
Religious Practices- Lindsey Hagan
Youth Initiatives- Marilyn Fenster



7
W

ithin O
ur Fam

ily
Yahrzeits 

The departed live on in the hearts 
of those who cherish their memory

August 5
Alfred Barkin
Toby Price Blank
Robert Boelio
Robert Brendze
Rabbi Gerald Brieger
Leonard Cohen
Sandy Davis
Ora Diamond
Aaron Eden
Jacob Gorfien
Shirley Greenspan
Raye Katz
Elliott Kolman
Max Krull
Alice Kwong
Ronald Lenker
Phyllis Lisson
Sonia Morgan
Louis Oster
Hyman Perlman
Marion Perlstein
Freda Pincus
Rubin Poleshuck
Ephraim Scheier
Hortense V.  

Schoenfeld
Walter Silverman
Harold Staenberg
Norman Steinberg

August 12
Tessie Bender
Harriet Blass
Michael Bondy
Maurice Brodsky

Pinny Cooke
William Cyrkin
Jean Daitz
Helene Fabian
Jerome Goldenberg
Anne Grisbord
Ethel Horowitz
Sylvia Kaplan
Anna Katz
Isaac Katz
Alexandr Khishchenko
Dwight Lingenfelter
Margot Roth
Gertrude Rothstein
Manuel Rothstein
Marty Schildkraut
Morton Schneider
Richard Schultz
Norman Seweryniak
Dorothy Shamaskin
Paul Shapiro
Morris Silver
Diane Silver-Hassell
Florence Smith
Kevin Paul Stein
Diana Weiser
Barbara Weitman
Frederick Wohl

August 21
Eva Berger
Carmina Croce
Lois Decoste
Russell Fields
Murray Flender
Gertrude Friedman

Anita Friedman
Reuben Goldstein
Dodye Kahn-Schweitzer
Louis Lebman
Alexander Levine
Edith Madway
Harold Mendler
Gertrude Munter
Melly Nathan
Irving Ring
Stephen Rosenfeld
Meier Sarnov
Blanche Schultz
David Schultz
Ruth Sigal
Janet Skolnick
David Stone
Jack Strauss
Joan Waldman

August 28
Joan R. Berger
Betty Conway
James DiGiovanni
Agnes Ege
Rudy Fabian
Liya Grinberg
Maggie Herman
Myron Land
Arthur Maas
Sadie Margolis
Martha T. Mednick
Tom Paganelli
Susan Platt
Richard Raz
Martin Rogers

Mildred Sabesan
Paula Shrager
Elsie Taub
Bea Wiesenberg
Katy Yellen

September 3
Ethel Berns
Sala Biren
Celine Lina Briskin
Mary Cavanagh
Lewis Chapman
Helen Chernak
Louis Cohen
Gilbert Cresov
Dorothea Deutscher
Robert Diggory
Neil Frindel
Morris Goodman
Bruce Greenberg
Earl Groden
Robert Grossberg
Ruth Jacobs
Marvin Kaplan
David Klein
Melvin Leventhal
Mary Litt
Gladys McNamee
Dorothy Moscov
Esther Parsky
Catherine Plaw
Boris Rabinovich
Florence Rosenbaum
Sydney Rubin
Stanley Schachter
Bertha Stone
Sheila Sukert
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585-802-5246  585-802-5246  Steve Krull
 Licensed Real Estate
 Salesperson

65 S. Main Street
Fairport, NY

Get a Handle on Real Estate

 1776 East Main St.
 Rochester, NY 14609
 (585) 288-2050

Serving The Greater Rochester Area.
Over 95 Years of  Experience.

(585) 442-1421
880 Westfall Road, Suite E | Rochester, NY

Lewis 
Pediatrics

Edward D. Lewis, MD, FAAP
Bess C. Lewis, PNP Rochester’s Jewish Funeral Home

~ Establishing a New Tradition ~
Graveside • Temple 

Chapel Services
427-8520

3325 Winton Rd. South 
Rochester, NY 14623 

 Jarrod Krieger 
Owner & 4th Generation Rochesterian

www.BrightonMemorialChapel.com

Local. Fresh. Delicious.
754 South Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY

M-F 9:30-5:30 | Saturdays 10-4

585.436.9329
Tom & Vicki Finnefrock | Proprietors 
Small, craft batches • All natural ingredients

Certified 

Kosher

7300 Pittsford Palmyra Road | Fairport

585.425.3420
www.justinc.com

Our home PC security and support plan:
3 Monitored Anti-Virus Software  3 Unlimited Computer Support
3 Automatic Data Backup  3 Remote User Support 3 Work From Home Support

Contact Lorne Searight
to place an ad today! 
lsearight@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6460



Birthday Blessings

      
on  8/5

8 9 10 11 12 137
Open Tent Shabbat 
at JCC- 6:00 p.m. 
(No service at 
Temple Sinai)
Torah Portion: 
Va-‘ethannan 
Deuteronomy 

Religious Practices 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m. 

August 2022 Calendar

14 1615 17 18 19 20

Erev Shabbat 
Family Service w/
Birthday Blessings- 
6:00 p.m. 
Torah Portion:
Devarim
Deuteronomy 
1.1 – 3.22

      Sunday      Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28

41 2 3

21 22 26 2723 24 25

Shabbat Under the 
Stars- 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: ‘Ekev
Deuteronomy
7.12 – 11.25

Erev Shabbat 
Service- 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Re’Eh
Deuteronomy 
11.26 – 16.17

Klezmer Band 
Practice- 7:00 p.m.

Adult Education 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice- 
7:00 p.m.

65

Torah Chanting 
Club Meeting- 
6:00 p.m.
Board of Trustees 
Meeting- 7:30 p.m.

School of Jewish 
Life & Learning Open 
House- 2:00 p.m.

29 30 31

Building 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m.

RATSY BBQ- 
4:30 p.m.

Accessibility 
& Inclusion 
Committee 
Meeting- 6:00 p.m. 
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:30 p.m.

Klezmer Band 
Practice- 7:00 p.m.

CHECK THE TEMPLE WEBSITE 
for up-to-date September Shabbat Service Times

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no 
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES or 

TORAH STUDY during the month of August.  

Choir Practice- 
7:00 p.m.

Memorial Service 
for George 
Okrent- 1:00 p.m.



10
H

ig
h 

H
o

ly
 D

ay
s 

         HIGH HOLY DAYS SCHEDULE
Holiday, Day and Date     Time  Location      

Selichot - Sat., 9/17 (7:30 p.m. Program)  8:00 p.m.  Temple Sinai

Erev Rosh Hashanah – Sun., 9/25   8:00 p.m. JCC              

Rosh Hashanah – Mon., 9/26             
 Traditional Service   10:00 a.m. JCC
 Family/Contemporary Service    10:00 a.m. JCC
 Young Family Service    10:00 a.m. JCC
 Teen Program   10:00 a.m.  JCC
 Tashlich   4:00 p.m.  JCC – at canal

2nd Day Rosh Hashanah - Tues., 9/27   10:00 a.m. Temple Sinai

Kol Nidre – Tues., 10/4   8:00 p.m. JCC              

Yom Kippur – Wed., 10/5                         
 Traditional Service   10:00 a.m. JCC
 Family/Contemporary Service    10:00 a.m. JCC
 Young Family Service    10:00 a.m. JCC
 Teen Program   10:00 a.m.  JCC
 Torah Study   1:45 p.m.  JCC
 Afternoon Service   3:15 p.m. JCC
 Yizkor Memorial Service   4:30 p.m. JCC
 Neilah Service   5:15 p.m. JCC

Erev Sukkot – Sun., 10/9   6:00 p.m. Temple Sinai

Sukkot – Mon., 10/10   10:30 a.m. Temple Sinai

Erev Simchat Torah & Consecration – Sun., 10/16   5:30 p.m. Temple Sinai

Simchat Torah w/Yizkor Memorial Prayers – Mon., 10/17 10:30 a.m. Temple Sinai

We are so happy to welcome back returning 
volunteers and new volunteers to help assemble 
the Rosh Hashanah food baskets.

Now in our 33rd year, Temple Sinai in collaboration 
with Jewish Family Services will be assembling 
the Rosh Hashanah Food Baskets for families in 
need, within the Greater Rochester Jewish 
Community. Please join us in fulfilling this 
wonderful Mitzvah! 

Food Basket Assembly, please note NEW location
Date: Wednesday, September 21, 2022
Time: 10:00 a.m.
New Location:  220 Idlewood Rd. Door #16 

(Brighton Food Cupboard). Park in the small 
parking lot on the right, not in the loop.

Sign up: jillstanger@yahoo.com by August 19. 

If you wish to contribute to support the cost of the 
food baskets, please make your check payable to 
Temple Sinai, noting Rosh Hashanah Food Baskets 
on the check. Mail your donation to Temple Sinai, 
363 Penfield Rd, Rochester, NY 14625. 

33rd ANNUAL ROSH HASHANA FOOD BASKET PROJECT 
Wednesday, September 21, 2022
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In June, our joint Temple Sinai andTemple B’rith 
Kodesh team launched our Indigenous 
programming to learn more about the history 
and current realities of Indigenous communities 
in our region.

On June 14, Michael Galban, the site manager 
of Ganondagan, shared a virtual presentation on 
the Indigenous history of Pittsford, Brighton, 
and Penfield. He gave us a powerful sense of a 
thriving 
Indigenous 
life in 
Rochester 
before 
colonization, 
sharing what 
life was like 
in relation to 
geographical 
markers we 
all know. He 
also 
explained 
the history 
of tribes in our region, the clan structure, and 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy.

Just a few days later, on June 18, a group of 
twenty-five folks from Temple Sinai and TBK 
visited Ganondagan for an experiential tour. Led 
by Ganondagan tour guide Grandell “Bird” 
Logan, our two hours on site flew by, with a tour 
of the cultural center, an opportunity to learn 
about the Onondowa’ga:’ (Seneca) creation 
story, and a tour of the model long house (a 
traditional Haudenosaunee structure). Did you 
know that thousands of Onondowa’ga:’ (Seneca) 
lived on this land before colonization?

Feedback about the programming has been 
overwhelmingly positive, and participants have 
reported that they found it engaging, 

informative, and eye-opening. We encourage 
everyone to take advantage of this valuable 
community resource.  In the words of one 
participant:

Just a short note of gratitude for the 
magnificent and eye-opening Indigenous 
Peoples programming thus far. I learned so 
much and was made painfully aware of how 
much history had been invisible to me...if 
only my eyes had been open at a younger age.

When I got home, my 
husband asked if there 
a focus on how much 
had been taken away...
it made me realize 
that both of these men 
spoke without rancor, 
focusing, rather on 
their deep pride and 
love of their ancestry. 
Thank you, thank you!
-Ganondagan 
presentation and tour 
participant

 
Building on this successful programming, our 
goal is to continue to learn about Indigenous 
communities and identify ways to support 
important Indigenous work in our region.  We 
invite Temple Sinai members to join us for our 
fall programming:

*  Fall book discussion of "The Night 
Watchman" by Louise Erdrich (October 16 at 
7:00 p.m.) Pick up this powerful book over 
the summer, and join us a for a book 
discussion in the fall.

 
*  Fall movie discussion of "Gather," the story 

of rebuilding of Native food systems 
(November 13 at 7:00 p.m.) You can find the 
film at www.gather.film.

If you have any questions about our Indigenous 
programming or suggestions for future efforts, 
please contact Leslie Newman at 
lesliefnewman@gmail.com.

Through an Indigenous Lens Programming Launched in June



Te
m

pl
e 

Li
fe

12 A Message from Rabbi Alan Katz
After the two-year delay and the cancellation of 
the gala, I wasn’t sure what I would feel at the 
weekend event in my honor. I was hesitant to get 
very excited before Friday.  Once Rabbi Till 
offered her touching words and Rabbi Zecher 
presented her wonderful programs and the 
weekend progressed, I kept feeling more and 
more emotional and grateful for what was 
occurring. The gifts on Saturday at lunch, along 
with the cakes, both at lunch and in the evening, 
were special. All the work Elise and her 
committee did was truly touching. However, 
when Renee and Jamie presented me with the 
gifts on Saturday night I was blown away.
 
A rabbi doesn’t always realize how appreciated 
they are during the years of service. We 
appreciate our successes, but many of us dwell 
on our mistakes. We learn how to temper praise 
so as not to allow ourselves to be overly prideful. 

My retirement came at a strange time. While 
the gala was cancelled twice and we were in 
lockdown a number of times, people and the 
congregation have demonstrated their love. The 
tribute book was a wonderful treasure that I 
look at from time to time. The slide show 
created by Alan Wertheimer and David Kotok 
brings many wonderful memories that touch my 
heart. However, I had not known what to expect.
 
Jan and I want to thank the board, the 
presidents, the staff, and the entire congregation 
for the truly generous gift. The generosity of 
spirit reinforced my love of the temple and once 
again reminded me why I have loved Temple 
Sinai and never dreamed of serving anywhere 
else. 
  
I will still be around, although maybe not as 
often with our new endeavors in New 
Hampshire. I promise to think of all of you when 
I am drinking wine in France or Israel.

Thank you from the entirety of my heart,

Rabbi Alan J. Katz
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We started planning what we hoped would be a 
spectacular gala to honor Rabbi Katz in 2019.  
It was all in place - beautiful invitation, 
gorgeous venue, creative decorations, delicious 
food, great musicians and entertainment, an 
amazing Tribute Book, and fun surprises for Rabbi  
Katz. Then, just as the responses started pouring 
in, COVID stopped us in our tracks. We 
rescheduled a couple of times, but COVID never 
loosened its grip enough for us to feel comfortable 
proceeding with the event. Finally, in October, 
2021 we decided once and for all to cancel.

And while we celebrated Rabbi Katz in June 
with our Artist-in-Residence weekend with 
Rabbi Deborah Zecher (which was fantastic!), I 
realized that those who worked so hard on the 
gala had never been thanked publicly, and I 
would like to remedy that!

Thank you to Phyllis Wagner, who once again 
designed a stunning invitation. She invests so 
much care, thought and consideration in her 
work, and we all benefit from its beauty.

Todah rabah to the Menu Committee, charged 
with the very fun job of tasting different menu 
items, and deciding what would work best for a 
large gathering. Thank you to Donna Lederman, 
Iris Giancola, Linda Rubel, Janine Fried and 
Joyce Schachter for your thoughtful consideration 
and deliberation. It would have been delicious!

We are fortunate to have a whole cadre of 
talented musicians at Temple Sinai who are so 
gracious with their time and talent. My 
gratitude to Roy Berns, Gregg Herman, Eva 
Regan, and Brian Regan for offering to enliven 
our celebration with their music.

Lorri Diggory and her Decoration Committee - 
Carol Greer, Iris Giancola, Hope Madonia, Joyce 
Schachter, Dorise Honorat, Marcia Birken and 
Karen Gimple - worked long and hard in an 
effort to give the beautiful space at the 
Wintergarden a personal "Rabbi Katz" touch. It 
would have been spectacular and there aren't 
enough ways to thank you all.

When I asked Monika Katzel in 2019 to head 
up the fund-raising arm of the gala, she 
immediately accepted. And so began the journey 
towards a lovely Tribute Book for Rabbi Katz 
and needed funds for Temple Sinai. Monika 
spent many hours researching and consulting 
with other organizations in town who had been 
through this process. Her energy, enthusiasm 
and faith in this project was the key component 
in its success. Monika, you're the best! Many 
thanks also to our dedicated Circle of Presidents 
for contributing to many aspects of the Tribute 
Book and to Ronny Frishman for editing. Kudos 
to Lili Schwartz for putting all the pages 
together in such a beautiful way.

Thank you to Alan Wertheimer, who spent 
countless hours combing through photos and 
creating a memorable slide show, which finally 
saw the light of day during the Artist-in-
Residence weekend.

Thank you to the office staff at that time - 
Mary, Bobbi, and Joyce for fielding calls and in 
general helping when help was needed. A 
super-duper thank you to Joyce Schachter for 
her never-ending good humor and competent 
support as she processed all the tributes and 
then the gala response cards. She set up spread 
sheets and kept the records organized at a time 
when confusion could have taken over. She also 
kept me on track throughout the process, 
reminding me of things that I should have known 
to do, but didn't. My deep admiration and thanks 
to you Joycey!

Last of all, thank you Vicki Weinstein Finnefrock 
for helping me put together what would have 
been a fun and touching program for the gala. 
And also, for always offering support and 
thoughtful advice.

As you already know, many dedicated people 
working together to do wonderful things is what 
Temple Sinai is all about, and the Gala-that-
wasn't was no exception! My sincerest thanks to 
all!

Shalom,

Elise Wojciechowski

VERY BELATED BUT HEARTFELT THANKS!
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ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND

In Memory of
Edward Behrman, by Joseph & Jeni Behrman

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

In Honor of
Rabbi Jan Katz on her appointment as Rabbi 

of Temple B'nai Israel, by Howard & Arlene 
Schenker

In Memory of
Dolores Kleinberg, by Joelle LaPorte

BUILDING FUND

In Memory of
Lola Cytryn, by Pearl Cytryn

CANTOR BRAUN DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of
Ralph Bookvinder, by Allan Skerker

COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND

In Honor of
Ilan Adar on his retirement, by Blanche Fenster
Arlene Cooper, by Sharon Yates

FAMILY PROMISE GROC

In Memory of
Linda Haid, by Noreen Salerno

FLORAL FUND

In Honor of
Joyce Schachter on her retirement, by Jon & 

Nancy Chernak

In Memory of
Rena Barkin, by Marvin & Irene Barkin

Wishing Mazal Tov to
Ella & Sam Rubinstein on their high school 

graduation, by Marvin & Irene Barkin

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND

In Honor of
Joyce Schachter on her retirement, by Amy 

Tackaberry, Blanche Fenster, Carol Goldsmith, 
Edward Muszynski & Bonnie Hughes, Howard 
& Susan Itkin, Jackie & Don Przytula, Mona 
Miller, Temple Sinai Women's Chavurah, 
Bobbi Simmons-Sarnov, Marvin & Irene 
Barkin, The Woods Family, Victoria, Cecelia & 
Cynthia Woods

The engagement of Andrea Fenster, by Lester 
& Monika Katzel

Rabbi Jan Katz becoming rabbi of Temple B’nai 
Israel in Laconia, NH, by Liz Ornstein

Sue & Peter Bondy, by Stephen & Mimi 
Greenfield

In Memory of
Arthur Scheier, by Ann & Bruce Leonard
Barbara Leonard, by Ann & Bruce Leonard
John Lovenheim, by Lester & Monika Katzel
Gerald Kahn, by Lorri Diggory
Morton Brodsky, by Noreen Salerno
Lionel Hutkoff, by Stephen & Mimi Greenfield
Amy Wood, by Stephen & Mimi Greenfield

Wishing Mazal Tov to
Alan & Judy Wertheimer on the engagement 

of their son David to Jay Kao, by Joyce 
Schachter

With Healing Wishes to
Ian Leonard, by Liz Ornstein

JOEL BLOOM GARDEN FUND

In Honor of
The birth of great niece Alina Lucy Denis, by 

Marlene Gordon

LIBRARY FUND

In Honor of
Joyce Schachter on her retirement, by Howard 

& Arlene Schenker

Contributions
Todah Rabah to all those who remembered Temple Sinai when they remembered others
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GENERAL OPERATING FUND

In Appreciation of
Rabbi Till, for teaching the Intentional Judaism 

course, by Helene Newman
Les & Monika Katzel, by Susan Rutkowski
Ilan Adar, by Phyllis Rosen

In Honor of
Joyce Schachter on her retirement, by Amy & 

John LaGambino, H. Robert & Joyce Herman

In Memory of
Solomon Bensman, by Brokha Novozhenets
Steve Finn, by Cary & Stacey Greenberg
Sam Lekin, by Margarita Sanberg
Bernard Herman, by Marlene and Henry 

Etlinger and family
Alfred Barkin, by Marvin & Irene Barkin

MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND

In Appreciation of
Mitzvah Connection's support following the 

death of my father, by Karen Rosenbloom

In Honor of
Joyce Schachter on her retirement, by Joel 

Stein & Michele Grimaldi Stein

In Memory of
Ida Leven Kushner, by Phyllis Rosen

MUSIC FUND

In Memory of
Charles Montrose, by Elaine Montrose Usdane

ONEG FUND

In Honor of
Joyce Schachter on her retirement, by Arlene 

Cooper

In Memory of
Margy Cooke Taylor, by Bess and Ed Lewis

PRAYERBOOK FUND

In Memory of
Betty Dunsker, by Marvin & Irene Barkin

RABBI TILL DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of
Joyce Schachter, by Janet Stein, Marlene & 

Henry Etlinger & family
Rabbi Till, by Barbara Okrent

In Memory of
Max & Frances Blankopf, by Marion Blankopf
Ralph Bookvinder, by Allan Skerker

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

In Honor of
Ilan Adar, by Carol Goldsmith, Diane Morse 

& Mark Winsberg, Temple Sinai Women's 
Chavurah, Bobbi Simmons-Sarnov

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In Appreciation of
Joyce Herman, by Cathy Feldman
Joyce Schachter, by Marcia Elwitt, Randi 

Forman & Mark Anderson

In Honor of
Joan Rubin & Tai Chiu Kwong's son David's 

marriage, by H. Robert & Joyce Herman
Carol & Michael Yunker's wedding anniversary, 

by Jessica Yunker
The marriage of David Rubin Kwong to Ashley-

Brooke Sandall, by Joan Rubin & Tai Chiu 
Kwong

Sharon Silvio becoming VP of Caring Community 
& Social Action "Small but Mighty," by 
Susan, Donna & Judy

In Memory of
Dolores Kleinberg, by Joelle LaPorte, Linda 

Rubel & Bill Waddell, Susan Stanger, Tuesday 
Knitting Group

TORAH RESTORATION FUND

In Honor of
Barry Finver's birthday, by Ellie Kriger

In Memory of
Louis & Julie Goldfarb, by Barry Goldfarb & 

Judy Abelman

WOMEN'S CHAVURAH FUND

In Memory of
Ida Sylvia Louis, by The Yunker Family

For information about these funds, go to our website: 
www.tsinai.org and select the “donate” Tab. 

Tributes received after July 5th will be 
acknowledged in the September bulletin.
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