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Pride Shabbat Service

Temple Sinai Marches in the ROC Pride Parade

Pride Shabbat Service 
Friday, July 15 at 6:00 p.m. 

special guest choir: 
The Teddy Bears

 Temple Sinai Marches in the ROC Pride Parade
Saturday, July 16 at 12:00 p.m.

Turn to page 5 for details



France in about 1780. His 
grandparents were Jews 
who were tortured by the 
Inquisition. This sparked 
something inside him, and 
he turned to piracy to 
attack Spanish holdings in 
the New World. In the 
French colony of New Orleans, Laffite and his 
brother Pierre founded a blacksmith shop and 
used this shop as a cover for their secret 
profession. They held commissions from the 
Republic of Cartagena (in modern day 
Colombia) to attack Spanish ships. During the 
War of 1812, Laffite offered the help of his 
pirate band to General Andrew Jackson in the 
defense of New Orleans in exchange for a 
pardon for their illegal activities. Jackson 
agreed and Laffite’s pirate band fought with 
bravery and courage.

Brotherhood of the Black Flag and Buried 
Treasure
Subatol, a son of a 16th Century Jewish 
physician, became one of the most feared 
pirates in the world. Subatol teamed up with 
Henry Drake the son of famous explorer Sir 
Francis Drake and together the two buccaneers 
formed the “Brotherhood of the Black Flag” and 
attacked Spanish ships. It seems that the two of 
them had buried 6,000 pounds of Spanish gold, 
hidden somewhere in modern day Chile. Present 
day treasure hunters have discovered documents 
written partly in Hebrew, possibly by Subatol, in 
their search for this lost fortune.

Pirate Gravestones in a Jewish Cemetery
If you are visiting Jamaica, be sure to go to Old 
Hunt Bay Cemetery in Kingston. There you will 
find gravestones with Hebrew writings and the 
skull and crossbones of the pirate’s logo. 

So, what are your thoughts?  Do you think the 
Jewish pirates were heroes or villains? I would 
like to hear from you and welcome your 
thoughts.

B’Shalom and please stay in touch, 

Cantor Renata Braun
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2 I hope that all of you are enjoying the beautiful 
summer days! The sun is shining brightly, and 

everything around is whispering for us to go 
outdoors! There is something about summer that 
excites everyone from young to old. We all love 
summer, because it is the best time to spend 
with family and friends, go on vacation, and 
sunbathe near the sea.

Speaking of the sea, I recently came across a 
wonderful article that reminded me of a piece 
of our rich Jewish history. 

How many of you have heard of Jewish 
pirates? 
Well, it’s not a joke. It seems that some 
of the most famous and respected 
buccaneers in history were Jews. With 
ships named “Queen Esther,’ the ‘Prophet 
Samuel’ and the ‘Shield of Abraham’ 
they were roaming the Caribbean Sea.

Source: Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean 
by Gil Stern Zohar, The Jerusalem Post

Abraham Henriques Cohen and the World’s 
Biggest Heist
Abraham Henriques Cohen was a prominent 
merchant in Lisbon who secretly practiced 
Judaism living under the Inquisition. In 1605 
the Portuguese authorities discovered him as a 
practicing Jew and he was publicly tortured, 
along with 150 other hidden Jews. This painful 
experience led Cohen to take revenge against 
Spain and Portugal. He escaped to Amsterdam 
and became a secret agent for the Dutch navy, 
then fled to Jamaica, where many Sephardic 
Jews lived safely. He worked on behalf of the 
Netherlands to attack Spanish ships. Moreover, 
Cohen teamed up with one of the most feared 
pirates of the time, Sir Henry Morgan and in 
1628 they captured a Spanish treasure fleet off 
the coast of Cuba. The ships were carrying gold 
and silver worth 11,509,524 guilders, around 
$1 billion today. It was the largest theft in the 
history of the Spanish fleet. Cohen “retired” 
from piracy in old age and settled in Jamaica.

Jean Laffite, Pirate and a War Hero
Jean Laffite was one of the most famous and 
well-known pirates of all time. He was born in 
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Reflecting on my first year as Co-President 

with Jamie Spiller, one thing that I have 
come to appreciate deeply is the resilience of 
our Temple Sinai community. The pandemic 
would have been more than enough to manage, 
given how it has challenged our connections 
to one other. The COVID-19 Task Force has 
guided us through difficult decisions about social 
distancing, masking, and returning to in-person 
school and services. The overarching priority has 
been the health, well-being, and safety of our 
congregants, albeit in the context of uncertainty 
and ever-changing guidelines. 

Now, there is even more. We face distressing 
global, national, state, and local issues on 
almost a daily basis that raise the urgency 
for networking, learning, and acting on our 
commitment to Tikkun Olam. In the face of 
these profound stressors, our resilience has 
been our strength. It has helped sustain us, 
and I am truly grateful to all of you for being a 
part of this community and contributing to our 
successes. 

Overall, resilience refers to the ability to 
positively cope with sudden and extreme events 
in life, keep going, recover, and learn effective 
strategies to apply to future difficulties. 
Individuals and communities may be inherently 
resilient but can also develop and strengthen 
their resilience over time. According to Carol 
Dweck, a Stanford psychologist, resilience 
involves adopting a “growth mindset,” where 
extreme events are viewed as opportunities 
to grow, develop new skills, and find ways to 
succeed, even surpassing expectations. I see 
each of these characteristics at Temple Sinai 
and hope you see and appreciate them too. 

I hope you had the opportunity to participate in 
the 61st Annual Meeting of the Congregation in 
June; and if you haven’t, I hope you will please 
take a few moments to pause and review the 
Annual Meeting Board Packet. The information 
on each page is an expression of our resilience. 
We flexed, adapted, reorganized, and innovated. 
What we accomplished strikes me as exceeding 
what we could have envisioned as possible. I 
want to highlight a few examples (there are 
many others):

• Technology and the 
changing needs of 
congregants prompted 
the Religious Practices 
Committee (RPC) to 
engage in an exciting 
strategic re-envisioning of 
RPC’s purpose and role. In two brainstorming 
sessions, committee members discussed ways 
to (a) meaningfully contribute to Temple Sinai 
(especially re-engaging since COVID-19), (b) 
expand outreach, and (c) increase involvement 
of congregants in religious practices work. The 
result is an expanded, contemporary Religious 
Practices Committee description, including 
Working Groups adapted from the successful 
Social Action Committee (SAC) Working 
Group model. I am excited to report that RPC 
Working Groups are open to congregants 
interested in advancing and innovating 
our religious practices. Potential Working 
Group themes include “Special Services 
and Holidays,” “Gender Identities and 
Expressions,” and “Adult Religious Practices 
Education.”  If you are interested in working 
in these areas, or have other ideas, please be 
in touch with RPC at rpc@tsinai.org.

• Under the energetic and enthusiastic 
leadership of Teen Engagement Leader Rachel 
Greer, with strong support from our VP of 
Youth Initiatives Marilyn Fenster, our youth 
program has been revitalized!  We are excited 
to see how this will continue to evolve into our 
next year. Engagement of our teens is critical 
for their long-term commitment to Judaism. 
And it’s fun! If you or a young person in your 
life is interested in learning more, please connect 
with Rachel at greerrachel92@gmail.com. 

• Programming has continued to blossom under 
the leadership of various committees, as well 
as our clergy. Social Action, Adult Education 
and Congregant Connections in particular have 
been very active during these times, providing 
us with new knowledge, awareness, inspiration 
and opportunities to interact, albeit primarily 
on Zoom.

President's Message continues on page 4
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This is my last article for our bulletin as the 
Education Director of Temple Sinai. As you may 
already know, I am retiring from this position 
after 17 joyful years of teaching and interacting 
with our students; 17 years of working along 
with wonderful teaching staff, professional staff, 
and administrative assisting staff; and 17 years 
of working with our lay leaders and parents.

I would like to use this opportunity to thank 
all of you for providing me with this rewarding 
and joyful experience. Temple Sinai is indeed a 
special place for all to belong and take part of!  

I am confident that my successor will continue 
to search for new “recipes” to enrich and 
develop the education and experiences of our 
children.  

End of the year assembly:
Sunday, May 22, was the last day of school 
for the year. Toward the end of the day, we 
all gathered (first time since before COVID) 
in our Social Hall to celebrate the end of 
the school year. We sang songs, recognized 
our teachers, and our Madrichim/Madrichot. 
We said “goodbye” and “welcome” to our 7th 
grade students who advanced to our Kesher 
and Madrichim programs and congratulated 
our 10th grade students for their Confirmation. 
We said farewell to our 12th grade Madrichim 
and Madrichot and expressed our gratitude to 
Ori and Aviv, our Shinshinim (emissaries) from 
Israel, for being with us and for providing our 
students with enriching and fun activities about 
Israel.

Best wishes for a joyful summer vacation!

Ilan Adar

School of Jewish
Life & Learning 
Pinat Ha-Talmid 
(The Student Corner)

President's Message continued from page 3 

Our resilience as a community develops from a 
strong foundation of individual temple leaders, 
office staff, and congregants. For her 23 years 
of working in the Temple office, Joyce Schachter 
has supported, shaped, and strengthened our 
resilience. She exemplifies the growth mindset 
and is a testament to keeping going, adapting, 
and flexibility as well as friendliness. On behalf 
of the congregation, we wish Joyce all the best 
in retirement. We will miss her knowledge, 
dedication, and spirit in the office, but we look 
forward to her continuing presence among us as 
a congregant! Mazel Tov, Joyce!

Renee Brownstein

Contacting the Clergy
Please let the temple office (381-6890) know 
of any illnesses, deaths or joyous occasions 
so that the clergy and the congregation can 
respond appropriately. Also, remember not to 
schedule any life cycle events at which Rabbi 
Till or Cantor Braun will be present without 
speaking to them first. As a reminder, our Clergy 
and Education Director are not in the office on 
Tuesdays and use that time to rest and recharge. 
Please do not schedule meetings or events 
that require their attendance and assist us by 
confirming all dates with the office staff prior to 
booking.

To reach Rabbi Till in an emergency, please call 
355-0192. To reach Cantor Braun in an emergency, 
please call 973-953-2489.

It is a mitzvah to visit those who are ill. Please 
remember that HIPAA regulations prevent 
hospitals from alerting us when someone is ill. We 
ask temple congregants who are aware that one 
of our congregants is in a hospital to please call 
the Temple Sinai office so that one of our clergy 
may contact them. 
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In Memoriam…
Temple Sinai notes with sorrow the passing of: 
John Lovenheim, husband of Barbara Lovenheim
Harry A. Stultz, uncle of Marilyn (Remy) Fenster
J. Robert Bloom, father of Melissa (Vincent) 

Bissonette
The Temple family extends heartfelt sympathy to 

the bereaved families

Mazel Tov to…
Mike & Heidi Fishman on the birth of their 

granddaughter Nora Audrey Fishman
Charles & Randi Tabb on the birth of their 

granddaughter Lucy Lavergne-Tabb
Alan & Judy Wetheimer on the engagement of 

their son David to Jay Kao
Joan Rubin & Tai Chiu Kwong on the marriage 

of their son David to Ashley Brooke Sandall

Welcome to New Congregants...
Carly & Seth Hilts

Your ‘nachas’ is our ‘nachas’. Email good news 
you'd like to share with the congregation to 
office@tsinai.org

Within Our Family

Temple Contacts
Rabbi   
Debbi Till rabbitill@tsinai.org 
Cantor
Renata Braun cantorbraun@tsinai.org
Interim Education Director
Susan Rizzo srizzo@tsinai.org

Executive Director
Mary Mansfield mmansfield@tsinai.org
Rabbi Emeritus  
Alan Katz   
     

Officers
Co-Presidents
Renee Brownstein and Jamie Spiller

Secretary 
Tobie Olsan 

Immediate Past President 
Keith Greer
 

Vice Presidents
Administration- Carla Greenfield
Caring Community & Social Action- Sharon Silvio
Congregant Connections- Carol Yunker & 
     Diana Seroski
Finance- David Rutberg
Education- Tziporah Rosenberg
Religious Practices- Lindsey Hagan
Youth Initiatives- Marilyn Fenster

SUSTAINING SINAI
We want to thank everyone who 
has responded so generously to 
our Sustaining Sinai pledge request.

Because of you, Sinai will be able to continue to 
be an inclusive Sukkat Shalom—a shelter of 
peace—where seekers connect, pray, learn, 
pursue justice, and lift each other up.

Join us on Friday, July 15 at 6:00 p.m. for our 
Annual Pride Shabbat Service. Our guests will 
be the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus special 
ensemble, The Teddy Bears. This group of 
talented singers will be led by Dennis Rosenbaum, 
a long-time chorus member who also arranges 
many selections the chorus performs. 

The celebration continues on Saturday, July 16, 
with the ROC Pride Parade. A group from 
temple will participate and all are welcome! We 
line up for the parade at 12:00 noon. Show 
support for our LGBTQ+ family members, 
neighbors and friends. It is a wonderful feeling 
when those in the crowd cheer on Temple Sinai. 
If you want to be part of this joyous experience, 
go to tsinai.org and fill out the sign-up form.  
For further information about ROC Pride 
Parade visit: trilliumhealth.org/ patient-and- 
community-services/pride-2022 
and for more about ROC Pride Fest 2022 visit: 
rocpridefest.com.
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This year, Erev Rosh Hashanah services will be 
on Sunday, September 25; Rosh Hashanah 
services on Monday, September 26; and the 2nd 
Day Rosh Hashanah service on Tuesday, 
September 27. Erev Yom Kippur services (Kol 
Nidre) will be on Tuesday, October 4 and Yom 
Kippur services will be on Wednesday, October 5. 

Other holiday dates to remember for services to 
be held at Temple Sinai:
Selichot – September 17
Sukkot – October 9 & 10  
Simchat Torah – October 16 & 17 
We will have detailed information regarding 
service times, ticketing, etc. in the August bulletin.

 For thirty years, Friends of Sinai (FOS) has 
served as an important support vehicle of our 
Temple community.  The annual Friends of 
Sinai gifts have made possible non-budgeted 
improvements to our building and grounds 
as well as support for our school, staff, and 
congregational programming.  The list of 
Friends’ sponsored varied initiatives over the 
years is 1 ½ pages long, with projects ranging 
from the Sanctuary railings, our Chuppah and 
Tallit cabinet, to the office area cooling 
system and Religious School break room 
renovation.

Last year, our congregation received 
information about a new membership 
commitment system, “Sustaining Sinai”, 
which replaced the traditional dues structure. 
“Sustaining Sinai” is a compassionate 
approach to meeting the fiscal needs of the 
Temple via self-determined annual 
contributions by congregants.  In the past, 
the Friends of Sinai donation of $360 or more 
above the fixed membership dues 
commitment allowed Temple Sinai – at the 
discretion of the community of Friends of 
Sinai donors - to make non-budgeted 
improvements to our sacred space.  This year 
again, we ask congregants who are able, to 

HIGH HOLY DAYS REMINDERS
In the meantime, volunteers are needed more 
than ever this year given the condensed planning 
timeline. We need people to help set up and 
break down and work on everything in between! 
 
Please contact office@tsinai.org or Mary 
Mansfield at mmansfield@tsinai.org if you are 
interested in being a part of the team that helps 
make our High Holy Days services the 
meaningful, beautiful experience they are. 

Our High Holy Days services will be streamed 
for those who are unable to attend in person.

consider a similar FOS donation of $360 or 
more above the “Sustaining Sinai” 
commitment for 2022/2023. For this fiscal 
year, the Temple set the proposed “Sustaining 
Sinai” commitment for each congregant 
household at $2,480 to reach a balanced 
budget and remain financially stable.

We are asked to deeply consider our rich 
connection to our synagogue where our 
spiritual, educational and community needs 
are met, when making our confidential 
“Sustaining Sinai” annual contribution.  
Please also consider joining the Friends of 
Sinai this year as another way to support the 
faith community that supports us.

Thank you for sharing your blessings to help 
us support our vision of a strong, caring and 
vibrant Temple Sinai.

For information about how to join the Friends 
of Sinai, please contact me or our Temple 
Office.

Monika Katzel
Friends of Sinai Chair 
monikakatzel@gmail.com
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The departed live on in the hearts 
of those who cherish their memory

July 1
Aleksandr Boltyansky
Rita Borus
Morris Brownstein
Hyman Cherkasky
Jason Congilaro
Eleanor Cyrkin
Joseph Fishman
Florence Friedland
Mary Giancola
Irving Goldman
George Goodman
Sandi Greenberg
Bernard Herman
Samuel Itkin
Irma Jacobs
Barbara Leonard
Alice Lewis
Merton Madway
Blanche Mandell
Hillard Mann
John Meyer
Charles Montrose
Isadore Schiffman
Gertrude Shernin
Arkadiy Shmorgun
Muriel Steinberg
John Warner
Seymour Warnick
Etta Yessenow
Eleonora Zyto

July 8
Solomon Bensman
Frances Blankopf
Molly Bobroff
Ralph Bookbinder
Morton Brodsky
Earl L. Chapin
Lola Coan
Lola Cytryn
Rachel Flamholtz
Larry Frankel
Eleanor Goldman
Kenneth Green
Sonia Kantor Handros
Philip Hewitt
Gloria Horwitz
Alexander Hutkoff

Gerald Martin Kahn
Arthur Kaufman
Zelda Kolman
Ruth Kraus
Ella Kukova
Ida Levin Kushner
Sam Lekin
Mildred Leverah
Harriet Fogel Lewis
Alfred Litt
Doris T Locke
Faye Maxick
Aurele Mercier
Ruth Peck
Joslyn Bernstein Phillips
Lois Cohen Rockmaker
Nicholas Russo
Ruth (Rudy) Salesin
Helen Schiffman
Arthur Schiller
Victor Silver
Harry Valinsky
Hans D. von Perlstein

July 15
Corinne Alent
Allen Baker
Milton Battler
Esther Blumoff
Robert Brent
Paul Cherkasky
Anna Egidis
Frances Erne
George Feingold
Pauline Fletcher
Louis Goldfarb
Julia Goldfarb
Benjamin Goldshine
Abraham Gordon
Jack Greenfield
Rose Grossman
Lawrence H. Lapidus
Erwin Levy
Lewis Morse
Hans Nathan
Carl Prince
Dorothy Roodman
Ralph Rose
Anita Spector

Ida Weinstein
Lucy Wojciechowski

July 22
Earl Anderson
Marilyn Auerbach
Jean Blum
Betty Blume
Irving Blume
Frank DeMayo
Henry Duke Ferraioli
Ellen Finklestein
Emil Geiger
Sarah Buckman 

Goodman
Dorothy Jacobson
Evelyn June Kagan
Max Less
Leonard Levy
Thelma Lingenfelter
Ernest Mitzner
Elkan Munter
William Stanford 

Ostrow
Sondra Rib
Harold Rosen
David Rosen
Bernard Schuster
Judith Schutzer
Gerald Sukert
Margy Cooke Taylor
Moshe Vovchick
Alice Weingart
Dorothy Yunker

July 29
Edward Behrman
Harvey Biernbaum
Marc Buff
Letha Chapin
Nat Cohen
Irving Cramer
Betty Dunsker
John Erne
Leah Fernandez
Mollie Fleysher
Edward Frankel
Rhoda Goldstein
Linda Haid

Estelle Ruskin 
Handelman

Leon A.  Herman
Daniel Hyman
Julius Katz
Dorothy Kellerman
Moe Lando
Bess Lapidus
Rae Lekin
Hyman Lisson
Harold Locketz
Rose Polansky
Eleanor Prince
Paul M.  Rosen
Sylvia Schnoll
Gloria Supnick
David Tolin
Donya Vovchik
Norman Wiener

August 5
Alfred Barkin
Toby Price Blank
Robert Boelio
Robert Brendze
Rabbi Gerald Brieger
Leonard Cohen
Sandy Davis
Ora Diamond
Aaron Eden
Jacob Gorfien
Shirley Greenspan
Raye Katz
Elliott Kolman
Max Krull
Alice Kwong
Ronald Lenker
Phyllis Lisson
Sonia Morgan
Louis Oster
Hyman Perlman
Marion Perlstein
Freda Pincus
Rubin Poleshuck
Ephraim Scheier
Hortense V.  Schoenfeld
Walter Silverman
Harold Staenberg
Norman Steinberg
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585-802-5246  585-802-5246  Steve Krull
 Licensed Real Estate
 Salesperson

65 S. Main Street
Fairport, NY

Get a Handle on Real Estate

 1776 East Main St.
 Rochester, NY 14609
 (585) 288-2050

Serving The Greater Rochester Area.
Over 95 Years of  Experience.

(585) 442-1421
880 Westfall Road, Suite E | Rochester, NY

Lewis 
Pediatrics

Edward D. Lewis, MD, FAAP
Bess C. Lewis, PNP Rochester’s Jewish Funeral Home

~ Establishing a New Tradition ~
Graveside • Temple 

Chapel Services
427-8520

3325 Winton Rd. South 
Rochester, NY 14623 

 Jarrod Krieger 
Owner & 4th Generation Rochesterian

www.BrightonMemorialChapel.com

Local. Fresh. Delicious.
754 South Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY

M-F 9:30-5:30 | Saturdays 10-4

585.436.9329
Tom & Vicki Finnefrock | Proprietors 
Small, craft batches • All natural ingredients

Certified 

Kosher

7300 Pittsford Palmyra Road | Fairport

585.425.3420
www.justinc.com

Our home PC security and support plan:
3 Monitored Anti-Virus Software  3 Unlimited Computer Support
3 Automatic Data Backup  3 Remote User Support 3 Work From Home Support

Contact Lorne Searight
to place an ad today! 
lsearight@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6460



July 2022 Calendar

10 11 12 13 1514 16

      Sunday     Monday     Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

2

25 272624 2928 30

7 8 95 643

1
Erev Shabbat 
Service with Rabbi 
Gris & congregation-
12:00 p.m. 
Erev Shabbat 
Services with 
birthday blessings 
(ASL interpretation 
provided)- 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Korah
Numbers 16.1-18.32

Birthday Blessings
      on  7/ 1

Erev Shabbat 
Service- 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: 
Pinhas
Numbers 25.10-30.1

Klezmer Band 
Practice- 7:00 p.m.

Erev Shabbat 
Service- 6:00 p.m.  
Torah Portion: 
Hukkat
Numbers 19.1-22.1

Klezmer Band 
Practice- 7:00 p.m.

Independence Day
Office Closed

Accessibility 
& Inclusion 
Committee 
Meeting- 6:00 p.m.

Erev Shabbat 
Pride Service with 
The Teddy Bears 
Choir- 6:00 p.m
Open Tent Shabbat 
at the JCC- 7:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Balak
Numbers 22.2-25.9

Torah Chanting 
Club Meeting- 
6:00 p.m. 
Religious 
Practices 
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m. 

ROC Pride Parade 
and Festival- 
1:00 p.m.

RATSY Barbecue- 
6:00 p.m.

Erev Shabbat 
Service- 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Mattot
Numbers 30.2-32.42

31

CHECK THE TEMPLE WEBSITE 
for up-to-date August Service Times

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no SHABBAT MORNING 
SERVICES during the months of July and August.  

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

TORAH STUDY will be on hiatus for the summer. 
We look forward to seeing everyone in the fall.  

Torah Chanting 
Club Meeting- 
6:00 p.m. 
Congregant 
Engagement
Committee 
Meeting- 7:00 p.m. 
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Temple Sinai Inclusion Survey Results

This past February’s Jewish Disabilities 
Awareness, Acceptance & Inclusion month 
(JDAIM) programming broadened the lens of 
inclusion to encompass other differences as well 
as diverse abilities. Along with JDAIM talks and 
discussions, the Accessibility and Inclusion 
committee invited congregants to complete a 
survey touching on diversity as well as 
experiences and ideas around inclusion at 
Temple Sinai. We wish to sincerely thank the 
more than 60 individuals who took the time to 
respond. Here we would like to share results 
with you: 

Diversity 
First, a note of caution: this survey was not 
designed to capture a representative sample of 
our congregation, and certain demographics 
were likely underrepresented. Nonetheless, 
responses speak to the considerable diversity 
within our Temple Sinai community. Close to 
10% of respondents identified as Sephardic or 
other than Ashkenazi, although responses 
reminded us that for some Jews and especially 
those who identify as Converted/Jew by Choice 
(15% in this sample), these categories may not 
be germane and may actually be alienating. 

On the whole, respondent households appear to 
be even more diverse than survey respondents 
themselves. While less than 10% of respondents 
personally identified in the following ways, 
around 25% said their immediate family or 
household includes someone who does not 
identify as Jewish; 10%, someone who 
identifies as part of the LGBTQIA+ community; 
10%, someone who identifies as a person with 
disability; and 10%, someone who identifies as 
a person of color. 

We look forward to further opportunities to 
learn about and honor our diversity, while 
recognizing that inclusion is ultimately a matter 
of values and not numbers.

Inclusion and Belonging
Reassuringly, survey responses suggest a 
generally strong sense of inclusion and 
belonging at Sinai. Around 80-85% of 

congregants “very much” or “mostly” agreed 
that they feel “welcomed and valued” and 
experience “a sense of belonging” at Sinai. Yet, 
with just over 50% saying they “very much” 
have a sense of belonging, there is room for 
growth, particularly with regard to newer 
congregant households.

When asked what contributes to feelings of 
inclusion and belonging, many congregants cited 
being greeted and welcomed by clergy, 
congregants, and staff at services and events; 
the general warmth and kindness of 
congregants; the many opportunities to be 
involved in and contribute to Temple life; and 
ongoing efforts to enhance physical and other 
accessibility.

However, not all congregants shared the 
experience of being regularly greeted and 
welcomed, and some did not feel invited or 
included by more tightly knit social or working 
groups. Responses illuminated the need to 
reflect further on how inclusive we are being of 
congregants and families without children or 
with less traditional family structures, as well as 
those who are not Jewish.

Additionally, some respondents reported feeling 
excluded from in-person events due to a lack of 
perceived safety around COVID, with others 
feeling excluded on the basis of differences in 
social and political views that are inherent to a 
diverse congregation like ours and have become 
even more salient in these divisive times. These 
insights challenge us to ask how we can be 
open-minded, respectful, and ultimately, 
inclusive of those with whom we disagree, while 
coming together through shared Reform Jewish 
values and common purpose in our 
congregation. 

What We Can Do
Below we highlight a few of the many 
generative ideas respondents offered for how 
we can be even more inclusive, and for which we 
can all take responsibility:
1. Make an extra effort to meet, greet, and 

invite others into conversations and groups.
2. Get involved and help others get involved.  As 

one survey respondent noted, “Getting 
involved facilitates feeling included.” Temple 
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Sinai affinity groups, programs and 
committees span a plethora of interests and 
issues. If you’d like more information or 
assistance, please contact Esther Brill at 
esther.brill@gmail.com.  

3. Learn:  Visit the Accessibility webpage for 
many resources related to inclusion by and 
within Jewish organizations and communities, 
and to stay up to date on the important 
inclusion work unfolding at Temple Sinai.  

4. Join or share ideas with the Accessibility and 
Inclusion Committee: Drawing on the survey 
results, the committee will be continuing to 
gather ideas and working to support efforts to 
put them into action. We know that to 
authentically and effectively lead the work of 
inclusion, we must have representation and 
perspective of diverse congregants and those 
with lived experiences of exclusion within and 
beyond Temple Sinai.

We invite and welcome ALL who are interested 
in this work to join the committee. We 
particularly seek representation of people who 
identify as having a disability, being a person of 
color, LGBTQIA+, not Jewish or newer to 
Judaism, young adult, single or with a 

nontraditional family structure; as having 
underrepresented political beliefs; or as having 
other diverse identities and experiences. 
Please consider joining us!  Finally, if you are 
not able to join the committee but would like 
to inform the conversation around inclusion, 
please contact Lauren Lieberman or Susan 
Rizzo at inclusion@tsinai.org. 

In Conclusion
We are grateful to our clergy, leadership, board 
of trustees, staff, committee chairs and others 
for their steadfast commitment to ensuring that 
ALL people in our congregation experience 
inclusion and belonging at Temple Sinai. From 
the Sustaining Sinai model that prizes 
meaningful commitment over financial means, 
to a physically accessible bima, to Pride 
Shabbat and much more, we continue to live 
the Jewish value of hachnasat orchim, or 
making people feel welcome. We thank our 
congregation for your robust engagement with 
both the survey and with the JDAIM 
programming and welcome your continued 
participation, ideas, and support of inclusion 
work at Sinai.

Accessibility &
 Inclusio

n and Tem
ple Life
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Thank you for your donation to the Step by Step Commemorative Walkway Project

Paul & Cheryl Aloi
Joseph & Jeni Behrman
Albert & Pamela Benjamin
Eric & Marcia Birken
Peter & Susan Bondy
Cantor Renata Braun & Dr. David Braun
Esther Brill & RJ Ruble
Renee & James Brownstein
Michael & Janice Carney
Steven & Janine Coan
Lori & Robert Conway
Rochelle Cresov
John & Lorraine Diggory
Florence Drexler
Ralph Ellis & Alice Rudolph
Marcia Elwitt
Henry & Marlene Etlinger
Remy & Marilyn Fenster
Bernice Fraum
William Fricke & Susan Hyman
Marvin & Loretta Friedman
Joanne Frolich
Lynn Gatto
Michael & Donna Goldberg
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible
Carol Goldsmith
Marlene Gordon
Stephen & Mimi Greenfield
Keith & Carol Greer
Marvin Groden
Steven & Debra Grodensky
Juliette Holzbach
Rabbis Alan & Jan Katz
Lester & Monika Katzel
Aaron Klein & Maria Lauriello-Klein
The Kleinberg Family
Norman & Donna Lederman
Ann & Bruce Leonard

Lauren Lieberman & Katrina Arndt
Sharyl & Terry Mahoney
Earl & Sandra Mehlenbacher
Linda & Clifford Meyers
Mona Miller
Ronald & Karen Newman
John & Tobie Olsan
Jill Orbach
Martha & John Osowski
Victor & Joyce Poleshuck
Lisbeth Rank
Richard & Susan Rizzo
Gerald & Maxine Rosen
Noreen Salerno
Joyce Schachter
Eugene & Barbara Schwartz
Judy & Allan Schwartz
Joel & Ann Shamaskin
Marcie Shapiro and Friends of Charlie Schachter
Bobbi Simmons-Sarnov
James Spiller & Anne Macpherson 
The Stein Family
Esther Tanzman & Jeffery Eichner
Carole Teegarden
Rabbi Debbi Till
Susan Trien
William Waddel & Linda Rubel
Howard & Sue Weiner
Seymour Weinstein
Vicki Weinstein Finnefrock & Thomas Finnefrock
Joseph & Elise Wojciechowski
Carol & Michael Yunker

Vicki Finnefrock, Iris Giancola, 
Blanche Fenster, & Monika Katzel
The Step by Step Walkway Committee

The response to the Step by Step Commemorative 
Walkway Project has been wonderful, with over 80 pavers 
already purchased. 

Due to unexpected circumstances, there is a delay in the 
installation, and the walkway should be completed late this 
fall. 

As a result, the deadline to purchase pavers has been 
extended until August 12. 
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Summer Fun at the JCC
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ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION FUND

In Honor of
Joyce Schachter's retirement, by Liz Steinberg
Rabbi Jan Katz joining Temple B'nai Israel, by 

Liz Steinberg & Family
Rabbi Till's Installation, by Liz Steinberg & the 

McGrails

In Memory of
Benjamin Katzel, by Liz Steinberg
Muriel Steinberg, by Liz Steinberg, Lindsay & 

Warren McGrail, Izzy Obecanov
Jackie Levine, by Shai & Sharon Shafrir
John Borek, by Shai & Sharon Shafrir

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

In Honor of
Arlene Cooper's Birthday, by David Yates

CANTOR BRAUN DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of
Ann Astarita, by Lynn & Richard Gatto

Wishing Mazal Tov to
Evelyn and Elijah Rhodes' becoming B'nai 

Mitzvah, by the Rhodes & Baker-Price Family

FAMILY PROMISE GROC 
(FORMERLY RAIHN)

In Memory of
Arlen Brodsky, by Noreen Salerno

FLORAL FUND

In Memory of
Carl Voldman, by Remy & Marilyn Fenster

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND

In Honor of
Liz Ornstein’s daughter Sara’s marriage to 

Brad Eckert, by Joyce Schachter
Rabbi Jan Katz on her new rabbinate in New 

Hampshire, by Leslie Algase & Gary Dudek, 
Remy & Marilyn Fenster

Joyce Schachter's well-earned retirement, by 
Leslie Algase & Gary Dudek, Carol & Michael 

Yunker, Judy & Allan Schwartz

In Memory of
Belle Stein, by Joyce Schachter
Harry Sultz, by Joyce Schachter
Philip Cytryn, by Pearl Cytryn

With Healing Wishes to
Donna Lederman, by Ann & Bruce Leonard, 

Lester & Monika Katzel

GENERAL OPERATING FUND

In Appreciation of
Rabbi Debbi Till, Cantor Renata Braun, and 

Elise Wojciechowski for our granddaughter 
Jenna Rigney's Bat Mitzvah, by Barbara & 
Gene Schwartz

JOEL BLOOM FUND 

In Appreciation of
Joyce Schachter, by Jill Orbach
Esther Brill, by Jill Orbach

In Honor of
Jenna Rigney's Bat Mitzvah, by Jill Orbach

In Memory of
Ida Keil, by Jerome & Arlene Wiesenberg
Michael Hirsh, by Jill Orbach

MITZVAH CONNECTION FUND

In Honor of
The B'nai Mitzvah of Elijah and Evelyn 

Rhodes, by Lester & Monika Katzel

With Healing Wishes to
Eric Birken, by Lester & Monika Katzel
Donna Lederman, by Remy & Marilyn Fenster

MUSIC FUND

In Memory of
Abraham Liff, by Lois Lapidus

ONEG FUND

In Honor of
Joyce Schachter's retirement, by Remy & 

Marilyn Fenster

Contributions
Todah Rabah to all those who remembered Temple Sinai when they remembered others
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RABBI TILL DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Honor of
Rabbi Till's installation, by Leslie Algase & Gary 

Dudek, Howard & Sue Weiner, Jay Supnick & 
Gail Brownell

In Memory of
Jack Morse, by Diane Morse & Mark Winsberg
Suzanne Cameron, by Diane Morse & Mark 

Winsberg

Wishing Mazal Tov to
Evelyn and Elijah Rhodes becoming B'nai  

Mitzvah, by the Rhodes & Baker-Price Family

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

In Appreciation of
Ilan Adar, by Judy & Allan Schwartz, Remy & 

Marilyn Fenster

In Honor of
2022 Confirmation Class and all their Temple 

Sinai teachers, by The Chan Family

In Memory of
Ann Astarita, by Remy & Marilyn Fenster

With Healing Wishes to
Yoka Adar-Stam, by Judy & Allan Schwartz

SCHOOL 45 DONATION

In Memory of
Rhoda Rappaport, by Mike and Heidi Fishman

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In Memory of
Ann Astarita, by Leslie Algase
Sanford Elwitt, by Marcia Elwitt
Dolores Kleinberg, by Remy & Marilyn Fenster, 

The Temple Book Club

Wishing Mazal Tov to
Ari Elliot & Kimberly Cristal on the birth of 

son, Noah, by Remy & Marilyn Fenster

For information about these funds, go to our website:  
www.tsinai.org and select the “donate” Tab

Tributes received after June 5th will be 
acknowledged in the August bulletin

Tree of Life
Are you looking to commemorate 
a special occasion, thank or honor 
someone, and help contribute to 
the life of our temple? Consider 
purchasing a leaf on our Tree of Life. 
For a donation of $136 we will have a 
leaf inscribed with your message and 
add it to our beautiful tree. So, if you 
can’t think of a gift for that special 
person in your life for a birthday, 
B'nei Mitzvah, marriage or any other 
occasion, contact the temple office 
at 381-6890 and we will be happy to 
assist you.

SNIPPETS
Are you receiving our weekly Snippets 
email? If not, send your request to be 
added to office@tsinai.org. Get early 
notification of services, events and 
happenings at Temple Sinai!! 

Please bring your used 
printer cartridges to the 

school office. The religious 
school will receive money 

for all cartridges turned in. 
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