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Dear Tamir Customer,

What a difference a year makes. It's been 74 years since the founding of the State of Israel, and
while we still have many problems and issues to deal with, things are looking very bright for the
Jewish state.

As we celebrate almost a quarter of a century as a free and sovereign country, we have many
things to be happy about and certainly to be proud of. For one thing, the pandemic, which has
controlled and influenced our everyday lives for more than two years, finally seems to be in the
rearview mirror and becoming more of a distant memory with each passing day. The masks are
officially off and except if you are visiting one of the local health services offices, in a senior
citizens home, or coming back from a trip abroad you will hardly see any sign of the dreaded
Covid 19 virus that shaped our lives in a way most of us have never seen.

Don't get me wrong, people are still contracting the virus but, in most cases, the effects of
getting Corona end up as nothing worse than a bad cold and barely raise an eyebrow. Israel is
clearly entering the endemic stage of the virus and happily, life as we know it, is almost back to
normal. The fading Coronavirus has had a tremendous positive effect on incoming tourism to
Israel. Here at Tamir Car Rental we have felt the tourism comeback in dramatic fashion. I would
say we are almost back to pre-Covid 19 levels, and this past Passover holiday was one of the
busiest we have ever experienced. It has been so satisfying and highly emotional to see our
friends and customers flock back to Israel and rent our cars once again.

From what I read, the hotels in Israel were bursting with guests, Ben Gurion airport was
inundated with travelers and to top it all off, if things continue as they are, we will have one of
the busiest tourist seasons ever this summer as lovers of Israel return to their favorite
destination. The rainy season in Israel is all but over, and the constant winter rains have left the
Kinneret overflowing its banks. In Israel, the water levels are a measuring stick for blessing and
boy have we been blessed. Recently, The Sea of Galilee neared its upper red line threshold,
sitting only 32 centimetres (13 inches) below its maximum capacity - which it has not reached in
30 years. The water levels are expected to pass this point before all is said and done and while
Israel will always be a country that has to preserve its most precious natural resource, we
shouldn't have to worry about a water crisis for the near future.

Politically we seem to have avoided another coalition crisis that a month ago almost ended up
toppling the government. The possibility of "elections", which according to some is more
dreaded than the "Corona" word, has since abated giving Naftali Bennett and his shaky
government some breathing room. Personally, I'm not sure how this government stacks up



among the others we have had recently but I'm all for stability and it looks for now as though we
have avoided a political crisis.

It's actually been refreshing to see that the biggest story in Israel over the last week has been a
major recall by the largest confectionery company, Elite, due to a potential widespread
salmonella outbreak. But even that potentially hazardous and dangerous story has a silver
lining. The last major salmonella scare happened thirty years ago and took five months to find
the source of the outbreak. The response to the current scare took not months but days to find
the source of the problem showing the advances the country has made on food surveillance and
safety in the years since.

On the world stage Israel is in one of the best places in recent memory. The Abraham accords
have held up extremely well giving Israel instant credibility in the Arab and even wider world.
Diplomatic relations have been restored with Turkey, Sudan and Bahrain. Earlier this year
Morocco signed an historic economic and trade agreement with Israel on the heels of its
agreement in 2020 which restored full diplomatic relations with our traditional "friend" in the Arab
world. In addition, Israel announced it had reached an agreement to fly over Saudi airspace
when flying to the UAE which is something most political pundits did not think would happen so
quickly.

While Israel has taken criticism for its lack of aid and support for Ukraine in its fight against the
invading Russian forces, it has managed a successful political balancing act between the two
sides thus avoiding an uneasy crisis with both countries. Incredibly enough, Israeli Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett's name had been mentioned as a possible mediator between the two
sides. Just having his name mentioned as one of the potential negotiators is enough to give him
instant credibility as a world power broker.

More importantly, Israel successfully rescued and absorbed thousands of Jews from another
world flash point proving to the rest of the Jewish world that Israel is a haven for any unrest that
may plague Jewish people anywhere in the world. Israel's long arms will always reach out and
protect Jews from life threatening situations no matter where they are and under what
circumstances they find themselves in. What a comforting thought that is as we celebrate 74
years as an independent country.

This Memorial Day may we find comfort among all of the mourners who lost loved ones in
Israel's many battles, Terror attacks and rescue missions. And this Yom Haatzmaut may we find
pride and gratitude for the founding of our Jewish state and homeland.

With love of Israel,

Saar Tauber Tamir CEO


