
Someone 
You Should Know

By Norwin Merens, BHCBE Membership VP

Cantor Pavel Roytman                               
  The Roytman File

       n  Born and raised in Nikolaev, Ukraine considered the principal shipbuilding center 
     of the Black Sea in Russia. 
       n  At age seven, Pavel Roytman was accepted as a piano student to a specialized 
     music school for gifted children. He continued his studies in piano and conducting
         at the Kaliningrad Music College (Russia) and then at Petrovodsk State 
     Conservatory.
       n  Studied chazzanut with such masters of cantorial art as Hazzanim Alberto Mizrahi,
         Henry Rosenbloom, Shlomo Shuster and Cory Winter. He performs as a conductor
     and most recently was named director of Kol Zimrah Jewish Community Singers.
       n  He is married to Jenya (June 1, 2014) and they have two children, Daniel, 15 and
         Shayna, 7. The family now lives in Wilmette.

Rabbi Daniel S. Nevins, Pearl Resnick Dean of The Rabbinical School
and Dean of the Division of Religious Leadership, Jewish Theological
Seminary, New York City, recently prepared the following excerpt from
Parashat Re-eh 5774 – How to Practice Faith:

    
    atch a world-class athlete do something extraordinary, like
somersault and twist through the air from a high diving platform or
serve a tennis ball so fast down the line that it seems fired by a can-
non. Watch and wonder how long it took to get that good. Frequently
we forget this skill took intense effort and tens of thousands of tries
to develop. Even if a person has “natural” talent for an activity, it 
requires persistent effort to develop into a champion.
    This makes sense—great skill requires great effort. In Pirkei Avot
(5:23), we read that “םופל ארעצ -according to anguish is re)”ארגא
ward). Or, as Jane Fonda summarized it, “No pain, no gain.” Only by
practicing and practicing some more can we develop proficiency in a
skill. Repetition is boring—I imagine that most athletes become bored
with their sport at some point—yet the pursuit of excellence motivates
continued effort.

Cantor Roytman: BHCBE’s Music Man
    In pursuit of excellence whether as a world-class athlete or highly
skilled musician requires the effort and discipline that Rabbi Nevins
eloquently described in his recent commentary. It also epitomizes the
persona and musical acumen of BHCBE’s Cantor Pavel Roytman who
will soon be celebrating his fifth year as the synagogue’s cantor and
lead music man.
    From his humble upbringing in the Ukraine to his years perfecting
his musical skills, Cantor Roytman spends countless hours seeking
nothing less than perfection, while working with BHCBE’s adult/
children’s choral groups and b’nai mitzvah students to maximize their
potential. He remains extremely proud of his own Jewish heritage 
albeit growing up in Russia during the tumultuous 1970s and 1980s.
    “Growing up Jewish, I often heard from neighborhood kids that
being a Jew wasn’t a good thing. I remember crying for days asking

my parents if being Jewish was a terrible mistake that could somehow
be corrected,” reminisced Cantor Roytman.
    Years later, he remembers that his parents explained to him that
being a Jew was a good thing, especially in light of so many good
and famous people being Jewish and leaders in their respective busi-
nesses and professions.

Musical Craft Perfected at DePaul & Northwestern
    In 1994, Cantor Roytman immigrated to the United States and later
received his undergraduate and graduate degrees in music from
DePaul and Northwestern Universities, respectively. Ten years ago,
he earned first prize recognition in the category of Voice/Cantorial
Singing in the Second Annual Golden Hanukkiah Competition of Jewry
Arts, sponsored by the World Congress of Russian Jewry in Berlin.
    He has also made multiple appearances at the Greater Chicago
Jewish Folk Arts Festival, Chicago YIVO Society, Illinois State Fair and
the International Klezmer Gala in Stockholm along with numerous
cantorial and special Israel benefit concerts held at BHCBE and else-
where in the Chicago metro area.
    Cantor Roytman’s professional vision for the BHCBE is to ensure
that it becomes a North Shore Center for Jewish Music & Musical 
Education. A step in that direction was affirmed recently as the former
Shaare Tikvah B’nai Zion Synagogue (STBZ) of Chicago approved a
$50,000 grant proposal for expanding Jewish music at BHCBE.  Many
STBZ members have now affiliated with our synagogue community
during the past year.
    A huge thank you goes to Cantor Roytman–and BHCBE’s entire
clergy team–for being there for us. In the spirit of the High Holiday
season and Hineni prayer– “Here I Am,” we’re blessed by our Cantor’s
daily presence. He’s there to guide and support us not to mention lead
us in joyful song and prayer. n
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