
More than 15 years ago, revered BHCBE member Nat Miller introduced us to his monthly Bulletin column,

“Someone You Should Know.”  In each of his membership profiles, Nat provided insight on interesting 

synagogue members and personalities.

The column is now being restarted this fall by Membership Vice President Norwin Merens as a living 

tribute to Nat, who touched the lives of so many people in our congregation. Nat now resides at the Abing-

ton of Glenview, a nursing facility located at 3901 Glenview Road.  He is a Lifetime Member of the BHCBE

Men’s Club.

During the past summer months, the BHCBE community has had the opportunity to “meet and greet” its

new Rabbi, Annie Tucker.  We recently visited with Rabbi Tucker in Wilmette to get her impressions of 

the position she’s assumed following the retirement of Rabbi Allan Kensky.  Rabbi Tucker is one of 300 

conservative female rabbis in the world and the first for our synagogue.

Getting to Know Rabbi Tucker

What led you to choose the rabbinate as a career?  My journey into the rabbinate was shaped by a 

number of important people and institutions, amongst them USY, my home synagogue of Temple Emunah 

in Lexington, Mass., and – of course – my family.  The single greatest influence was Camp Ramah in New

England, which I attended for four years as a camper and five years as a

staff member.  Before deciding to become a rabbi, I considered several

career paths – psychology, law, writing and education.  What I love most

about serving as a pulpit rabbi is the extent to which each of these disci-

plines is incorporated into the work that I am privileged to do each day.

What have been some of your most positive experiences as a rabbi?

Without question, what I’ve loved most about being a rabbi is working

with people of all ages and at all stages of life.  I’ve also enjoyed the 

opportunity to teach others which has allowed me to enhance my own

learning and the opportunity to do a lot of writing which is always a lot

of fun for me. My pieces have been published in local media, in a multi-

faith journal, in the American Rabbi, and in the Dov-Ray Torah weekly email newsletter and I’ve been a

guest speaker on a local radio show in the Princeton area. I also love to travel and the trips that I have taken

with synagogue groups to Israel, Eastern Europe and Spain have been educational and rewarding.

What is your approach to working with interfaith couples? Being maximally welcoming to all families,

interfaith or otherwise, is a very important value of mine.  I believe the way we treat our members and help

them find a place in our synagogue is key, both in terms of being the kind of community we most want to be

and in terms of growing membership, and this is true whether a family has one Jewish parent or two Jewish

parents.     Our incredible Keruv committee is already working hard to examine the ways that our worship

and synagogue programming are both inviting and comfortable to interfaith families and looking to create

mentoring systems and other kinds of resources to help interfaith couples feel at home here.  
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TORAH – Study & Learning

What are your personal practices around Torah study?  It’s vital to me that our teaching and learning

about the Torah be contemporary and relevant, taking the words and values of tradition and making them

accessible and meaningful to individuals living in the modern world.

How do you envision your role in BHCBE’s synagogue education program?  I will be taking an active

role in synagogue education as we kick off the academic year. This includes teaching adult education

courses and getting to know and teaching the school children in our Academy.  In the planning stages now,

are, amongst other things, a theology class for adults entitled “To Be(lieve) or Not to Be(lieve)” and Bible

BaBoker, a Shabbat morning study of the weekly Torah portion .  I’m

also intending to work with b’nai mitzvah students to help them gain

an increased understanding and appreciation of their parshiot.

AVODAH – Prayer, Religious Services & Spirituality

How do you approach leading a prayer service?  The type of

prayer service that I find most moving is one that is well paced, that

includes a high level of spirited participation and singing, and which

is inter-generational.  I’m looking forward to working with Cantor

Pavel Roytman to continue developing the musical aspects of the

BHCBE service and with Rabbi Michael Cohen to identify more op-

portunities for the young people of the congregation to participate in

worship.  Additionally, I hope to think about ways of deepening our

connection to the liturgy and texts of Shabbat morning by sometimes

teaching in lieu of sermons and by offering explanations/spiritual 

reflections to help frame the prayers.

What elements of the BHCBE service experience do you connect with?  The warmth and strong sense

of connection and belonging that BHCBE provides is probably the element that I value most about our 

congregation.  The commitment of lay leadership to our twice-daily minyanim and the vibrancy of the 

Shabbat community at BHCBE are also quite inspiring and beautiful.  Our congregants enthusiastically 

welcome the Shabbat, and the religious fervor in the sanctuary is something to behold.

What role does pastoral counseling play in your work as a rabbi?  Pastoral counseling is one of my real

interests as a rabbi.  During the my student years at the Jewish Theological Seminary, I did my academic

concentration in this area and worked as a chaplain for two summers at a hospital on New York’s Upper

East Side. At Princeton, I worked part-time for Greenwood House, a local Jewish hospice agency.  To me, the

most important thing that can be offered to someone suffering a loss is demonstrating compassion and

presence, a sense that the person is not alone during their time of grief.

Connection to Our BHCBE Community

How do you envision sharing the leadership as rabbi with lay leaders?  I believe that it’s important for

the lay leadership and synagogue clergy to work together as a team and function in a collaborative manner.

I hope that we will always be respectful of each other and realize that listening plays a significant role in our

collective success as a synagogue community.  Also, we should be careful not to let the ease of communica-

tions technology substitute for meeting in person.  It doesn’t replace human contact and the opportunity for

a personal exchange of ideas and building of relationships.  I look forward to attending meetings and events

of our various committees and affiliates like USY, Men’s Club and Sisterhood (and many others!) and under-

standing the incredible work they do better.

What are some of your hobbies and interests when you’re not working?

When I’m not working, I enjoy connecting with friends and family, reading/

contemporary fiction, getting physical exercise, cooking, watching television 

and traveling throughout the U.S and abroad.
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