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• A Brooklyn, N.Y. native, Jerry moved with his family to 
Chicago’s East Rogers Park neighborhood when he was 
eight years old.  He later attended Sullivan High School 
and the University of Illinois first at Chicago’s Navy Pier 
campus and then graduated at Urbana-Champaign. 

• His service in the U.S. Army Signal Corps from 1956-58 
found him stationed in Ft. Sam Houston, TX and New York 
City.  No sooner did he arrive at Ft. Sam Houston, he 
visited a local synagogue to check out a Sunday lox and 
bagels breakfast. Discovering there was no scheduled 
event, he spoke to the rabbi who encouraged him to attend 
a wedding that he was officiating that evening. It was there 
that he met his own future bride, Jackie Hyman, who was 
standing up as a bridesmaid and caught the bouquet. 

• Fast Forward – Jerry & Jackie resided at 444 Lavergne 
Ave. in Wilmette with their family for 35 years – just down 
the street from Beth Hillel. The couple has been involved 
as synagogue members since 1964. The extended 
Rosenwasser clan now includes five sons: Joel, Sam, 
Fred, Jim and David, 18 grandchildren/three spouses and 
four great-grandchildren. 

•Early in his business career, Jerry worked for CBS as a 
page and was involved in the initial production of such 
popular TV shows as Arthur Godfrey, What’s My Line? and 
Ed Sullivan.

The Rosenwasser File     s Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah approaches its 60th 
anniversary, our Someone You Should Know series will 
profile congregants from all walks of life and the 
importance our synagogue has played in shaping their 
lives.  We begin with Jerry Rosenwasser, who along with 
his wife, Jackie, has been a long time booster of Beth 
Hillel Bnai Emunah.  (As an aside, Jackie served as 
Sisterhood president from 1979-81, a synagogue board 
member and worked with Muriel Hymen, z’l , who chaired 
the synagogue’s catering committee for more than 25 
years.  Jackie also edited two sisterhood cookbooks.) 

The Rosenwassers recently made a generous donation 
to update the sanctuary bimah coinciding with the Jewish 
New Year 5778.  We thank Jerry & Jackie for their 
meaningful contribution and ongoing generosity to the 
synagogue community. 
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Jackie & Jerry Rosenwasser are pictured with many of their devoted 
grandchildren at a recent family celebration. The Rosenwasser family 
has always been very close knit.
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Pawn Shop Evolves to Fine Jewelry
“I had little understanding what I was getting myself into; 
however, it all seemed to work out especially after we made 
the move from a pawn shop and focused our efforts on 
becoming an acknowledged retailer of fine jewelry,” he noted. 

To describe Jerry as a visionary would be an understatement. 
Purchasing a building on Wabash Ave. and setting up a retail 
storefront business -- with curb appeal and compelling 
marketing outreach -- positioned NYJ, first established in 
1890, as a respected retailer for the ensuing decades.  

Standing Commitment to Beth Hillel Bnai 
Emunah & Jewish Living

Such overseas visits permitted the Rosenwassers to bond 
with other synagogue friends, including Beverly and Meyer 
“Mike” Rosen, z"l.  In fact, Bev recalled a JUF Chicago 
Solidarity mission the couples made to Israel in January 1991. 
 “As tourists, we were the only people on the street in Tel Aviv 
when the (air raid) sirens sounded just before the Persian 
Gulf War began.”   

Whether during times of great peril or celebration in Israel or 
closer to home, Jerry has been there to consistently support 
those in need, added Bev.  “He’s a good hearted and 
generous soul who is deeply concerned about others. When 
Jerry’s your friend, he’s your friend for life.” 

The Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah community wishes Jerry and 
Jackie continued good health and happiness from their 
extended family.  As close friends Bruce and Eunice 
Hershman aptly described it recently, “Jerry is a great 
inspiration to all of us because of who he is as a person. 
Bottom line: he’s a mensch. In the end, successful people 
know the importance of having effective, healthy winning 
habits and they work hard on creating, building and cultivating 
winning habits to make their success a reality.”

Celebrating a 60th-anniversary milestone is synonymous 
with a diamond, one of the best known and most sought 
after gemstones.  Jerry Rosenwasser spent many years in 
the jewelry industry buying and selling diamonds along with 
other precious collectibles.   

However, long before New York Jewelers (NYJ) -- located 
in Chicago’s Jewelers’ Row on Wabash Ave. -- established 
an international reputation for its distinctive jewelry, 
engagement rings, vintage watches and glamour pieces, 
it was a pawn business that even sold musical instruments. 

As Jerry recounts his formal introduction to the jewelry 
business, it came at the urging of an uncle who needed his 
help as the 1960s beckoned.

As the 1990s began, he turned the day-to-day NYJ operations 
over to four of his sons. 

The successes Jerry achieved in business enabled him and 
Jackie to travel to Australia, Eastern Europe, Iran, Israel, 
Mexico, Mongolia, New Zealand and the Orient.  Over the 
years, the Rosenwassers made more than 40 visits to Israel 
to connect with family, friends and business colleagues. 
Numerous trips included the company of Beth Hillel Rabbi 
David Lincoln and his wife, Susan, z”l. 

Jerry adds, “The Lincolns were very close friends. We 
enjoyed traveling with them and also being their next door 
neighbors on Lavergne.”
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The Rosenwassers are most thankful to the BHBE community for 
enriching their lives since they first moved to Wilmette in 1964. The 
couple’s five sons all received their religious education from the 
synagogue and were all B’nai Mitzvah there.  Jackie & Jerry also 
have memories of the numerous parties, musical events, song and 
dance productions, lectures and other fine programs they have 
attended at BHBE spanning more than six decades. 


