
A Couple 
You Should Know

By Norwin Merens, BHCBE Membership VP

Allison & Joel Kurzman   
   The Kurzman File
        n  Allison & Joel reside in Wilmette with their daughter, Sophia and son, Gabe.
 n  Joel is employed as Director, State Government Affairs, National Association 

          of Chain Drug Stores. He covers a nine-state Midwest territory. Joel is passionate 
          about neighborhood issues, including the grassroots organization, Dry Out West 
          Wilmette, which addresses ongoing sanitary/storm water issues in the community.
 n  Allison is a physician/psychiatrist with specialized training in women's mental 

          health. She is an instructor of clinical psychiatry at Northwestern University 
          Feinberg School of Medicine. Clinical expertise in treating mood and anxiety 
          disorders as well as psychiatric disorders associated with the menstrual cycle, 
          pregnancy, the post-partum period, lactation, and premenopausal.

n his 2013 book, “Relational Judaism: Using the Power of Rela-
tionships to Transform the Jewish Community,” respected author and
educator Dr. Ron Wolfson stresses that Jewish synagogues across
the U.S. must find new and creative ways to attract people and grow
community to ensure their long-term survival.
    For first year BHCBE congregants Allison & Joel Kurzman, joining
the congregation’s North Shore community was a priority for them
as a married couple seeking to connect with others while enrolling
their two children in the synagogue’s Academy.
    Today, the Kurzman kids, Sophia, age 9 and Gabe, age 7 are 
receiving an outstanding Jewish education and acquiring Hebrew 
literacy skills that assuredly will last a lifetime. “We couldn’t be more
pleased with the way things have evolved since we joined BHCBE last
summer,” Allison acknowledges. “Both kids have responded very well
to their Academy education and are connecting with other children.”
    Building relationships at any age takes time. Allison & Joel recog-
nized this when they moved to Wilmette and ultimately signed on at
Beth Hillel Congregation Bnai Emunah. Virtually every Shabbat, the
couple attends Junior Congregation services with their children and
later head for the sanctuary in time for Rabbi Tucker’s sermon, Musaf
service, concluding prayers and Kiddush, where the formal schmooz-
ing begins for both young and old. The Kurzman couple has made an
investment in BHCBE that is more than transactional. 

Recipe for BHCBE Success: Showing Up
    According to Allison & Joel, new congregants should be receptive
to attending synagogue events and meeting others in situations that
suit their personality and time commitments. They acknowledge it’s
unrealistic to attend all programs, but will readily tell you that comic
Woody Allen was right when he proclaimed that 80% of life’s success
is based on “showing up.”
    Growing up in the San Francisco area, Joel moved to Chicago in
the late 1990s as he pursued a master’s degree in social work at the
University of Chicago and more. As part of his Jewish journey, he met
Allison Morris and the rest is now history. “I grew up with a more cul-
tural than religious identification with Judaism,” Joel says. “It wasn’t
until Allison and I were married and started our family that we agreed

involvement in our local synagogue was a must.”
    One thing Joel continues to have issues with is Chicago winters,
especially this past one.  It was long and very cold for the California
native, who remains a diehard Giants baseball fan and avidly roots for
the San Francisco 49ers football team. Joel confesses that in his 16
years living in the Chicago metro area he’s now adopted the Bears
and White Sox as local favorites.
    Closer to his new Jewish home, BHCBE, Joel is receiving tremen-
dous satisfaction from the synagogue’s vibrancy and the impact it’s
having on his children’s learning and development.  “It’s not just their
classroom education but the enthusiasm for Judaism through praying
and singing that makes the difference for them.”

Adult Learning Offers Connections
    To keep pace with his own kids’ education, Joel enrolled last 
fall at the Florence Melton Institute of Adult Jewish Learning. Classes 
continue this spring at BHCBE on Tuesday nights. Joel’s not only 
enhanced his own knowledge, but also made numerous friendships
and connected with a variety of congregants.
    Allison’s Jewish journey was appreciably different from her 
husband’s. She grew up in Buffalo Grove and graduated from nearby
Stevenson High School. Allison was Bat Mitzvah at Beth Judea 
Congregation in Long Grove and proudly served as valedictorian of
her Hebrew School graduation class. During her high school years,
she was an active participant and leader in her Bnai B’rith youth group.
As a teen, Allison and her family visited then Beth Hillel Congregation
often to celebrate the simchas of her beloved aunt and uncle, Rochelle
& Bernie Dyme and their three sons. (Allison’s mom and Rochelle are
sisters and their mother is a Holocaust survivor.)
    In her spare time apart from hectic professional and family 
commitments, Allison enjoys participating in Wilmette Community
Theatre. She was recently part of the Theatre’s ensemble in the 1961
Broadway musical, “How to Succeed in Business Without Really 
Trying.” For both Allison & Joel, it’s become abundantly clear their 
membership investment at BHCBE is successful based on their
commitment to connect with the synagogue community at all levels.
The Kurzman’s are a couple you should know and plan to meet. n
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