
ANNUAL DINNER 

 Tuesday Evening, August 24, 2021 
א“ז אלול תשפ“ט  

The Bay Café 

2 Neptune Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 

עוְסִקים ְבָצְרֵכי  ְוָכל ִמי שֶׁ
ֱאמּוָנה    ִצבּור בֶׁ

Honoring all those who helped us 

make it through the pandemic 





INVITATION 





Words of Welcome 





If there ever was a time when each of us 

was called to assist others, it was during 

the pandemic, which unfortunately has 

just taken on yet a new, invigorated life. Ever since that fateful 

Purim over a year and a half ago, our lives have been turned 

upside down, with so many ill, unemployed, or suffering from 

anxiety, fear and loneliness, during the lockdown, over that first 

Pesach, and well beyond. 

Many of us in different ways sought to alleviate these burdens. 

Calls were made, emails sent, help offered, shiurim and other 

shul functions delivered via Zoom. Despite the distances, we 

bonded in our own ways, we endured, and some of us even 

flourished. Challenges can sometimes bring out the best of us, 

and many of us discovered new wellsprings of gemillas chassadim, 

ruchniyus and Torah that we didn’t know we had. 

B”H the shul re-opened, slowly and carefully, and vast progress 

was made. Soon our second Covid Rosh Hashana will be upon 

us. We all pray that this upcoming year will be better than the 

last, full of good health, happiness, and freedom from worry.  

Rabbi’s Message 
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Sokol 



While we are not finished with Covid, if we ever will be, we pray 

that its impact will dissipate, and that we can go about our lives 

as we knew them. But we should never allow ourselves to fall back 

into the patterns of old, unchanged by the traumas of the past. 

We must sustain and intensify the religious gains we made, and 

seek ever new ones, for we certainly do not want our suffering to 

have been in vain. 

May the New Year be filled with sweetness and joy, and may our 

neshamos reverberate with Torah and mitzvos, with tefillah, 

tzedakkah and gemillus chassadim. 

Rabbi Moshe Sokol, Ph.D 



President’s Message 
Amichai Ziegler 

It is my honor to welcome and thank 

everyone for joining us at the Yavneh 

Minyan’s Annual Dinner. On behalf of the 

officers, the Board of Directors, and the entire membership, I 

extend a Mazal Tov and Hakarat Hatov to our front line heroes. 

Thank you all.  

In considering this year’s honorees the dinner committee noted 

that they exemplify the meaning of  עוְסִקים ְבָצְרֵכי ִצבּור ְוָכל ִמי שֶׁ
ֱאמּוָנה   בֶׁ

Our honorees tonight bring life to the words of the tefilla by 

putting us, the minyan, as a priority in their lives and 

supporting so many around them. They are the true heroes of 

Yavneh Minyan. May their work on behalf of the Tzibur merit 

the best rewards from Hashem. 

Rabbi Sokol’s weekly Shiurim gave us all something to look 

forward to outside of watching the terrible daily news reports 

that painted a grim picture of the world and our leaders. When 

many couldn’t go to shul, Rabbi Sokol’s weekly Shiur was a 

place of comfort and positivity that played a vital role of 

helping so many of us cope with the ongoing pandemic. 



Saul, Paul and Rebecca, words can’t express how much we all 

appreciate your dedication to the shul. Your weekly efforts in 

scheduling, managing, and overseeing the shul schedule was nothing 

short of extraordinary. Your work created a makom tefilla that was as 

safe as possible for people to come to daven in. 

Thank you to the many people that also contributed to the shul 

during this time in presenting and sponsoring shiurim, chesed, and 

Shul setup and cleanup. 

Lastly, I’d like to say a few words about Meir Weingarten. We lost 

the founder of the Minyan suddenly this past year. His love for 

Yavneh Minyan was evident by his yearly efforts to come to the shul 

for the Yamim Noraim. His mission for the Minyan to encourage 

Aliyah is still strong today as we see our Vice President of 

Operations Sharon Shapiro Lacks and her husband Wayne make 

Aliyah, G-d Willing, this coming year. He meant a great deal to the 

shul and may we continue to honor his memory. 

My sincere gratitude to the dinner committee for their tireless 

efforts to make tonight’s dinner successful. Shimon, Bina, Rivka, 

Rebecca, and others have all worked hard in preparation for 

tonight’s dinner. Their hard work is reflected in tonight’s wonderful 

event. Thank you all for coming and enjoy the evening. 

 

Amichai Ziegler 

President, Yavneh Minyan of Flatbush 



Dinner Committee’s Message 
Rivka Schechter & Shimon Josephs 

Dear Friends, 

 
We wish to thank all of you who were 
able to join us for our Yavneh Minyan 
Dinner, both in person and in spirit. 
Typically,  the Shul Dinner is sched-

uled many months in advance, typically in the Springtime. Typically, 
the Shul Dinner has a few named honorees.  And typically, the Shul 

Dinner is one of our biggest fundraisers during the calendar year. 
 
This has been a year (and a half) that has been anything but typical. 

The pandemic which started to impact our lives in March 2020 is still 
preventing us from returning to the way we used to do things.  But that 
is no reason to prevent us from doing all we can, when we can, and how 
we can, to join together as a kehilla. And it’s the way the members of 
the Yavneh Minyan have met the challenge of maintaining our shul 

during this most difficult time.  The members of our shul have met 
this challenge magnificently. 
 
We were not able to hold our annual Dinner in 2020, and many held 
little hope of being able to do so safely this year. But as the situation 

began to improve, we felt it was necessary to come together to honor 
not just a few individuals, but all those people who made, and continue 
to make, it possible for the Yavneh Minyan to function.  This was an 
opportunity that could not wait until next Spring. 
 
We, the Dinner Committee, wanted to open up the honoree list to 
all.  We felt it was necessary to give thanks to those many individuals 

who work constantly to make sure things are running smoothly (hat tip  



to Rebecca Bennett, Saul Guberman, and Amichai Zeigler).  But we 
also wanted to recognize and give thanks to those who jump in and 
volunteer to whatever extent they can, be it by giving a shiur, by setting 

up the shul, by providing transportation (hat tip to Michael Troy), by 
sponsoring a Zoom shiur, by keeping our regular learning programs 
going, or by making donations to the Rabbi’s discretionary fund, and a 
myriad of things, large and small, that we know we have forgotten. And 
we also want to recognize and give thanks to those who just show 
up.  Without mispallelim, without a minyan, there is no Yavneh 
Minyan - not on Shabbat, and certainly not on Sunday.   
 
We would like to personally thank Bina Josephs, Rebecca Bennett and 
Sharon Shapiro-Lacks for their assistance, without whom this Dinner 

and the Journal would have never come together.  A special above and 
beyond thank you to Libby Josephs for her help with the video 
presentation.   

 
And to Rabbi Sokol, a shul depends on the leadership and strong 

shoulders of its rabbi.  You have led us through a crisis of historical 
proportions.  From maintaining our sense of community through your 
Zoom shiurim, inspirational pre yom-tov drashot, and answering the 

many halachic questions this pandemic posed, both personal and 
communal- We all say a heartfelt “yasher koach”.  May you be blessed 
with continued strength, ability, and good health to lead us into the 
future. 
 

With much love and gratitude to all of you,   

Rivka Schechter and Shimon Josephs 



In Memoriam 





 

 

We Remember those whom  

we have lost over the past year: 

 

Meir Weingarten 

Michael Danziger 

Benjamin Schaeffer 





Meir founded the Minyan with a core of Israeli ex-pats 

and Aliyah oriented locals. Meir was the Minyan's first 

President and Gabbai, as well as baal tefilah for the 

Yomim Noraim. Meir had many other talents and 

interests as well, including serving as a host on Nachum 

Segal radio, helping to promote Jewish acapella and 

running a travel agency.  

Meir Weingarten 





Michael was a long time member of the Yavneh 

Minyan.  He was a devoted husband and friend. 

Michael was always ready with a smile for anyone who 

crossed his path.  His work with those with special 

needs speaks volumes about his warmth and patience.  

Michael Danziger 





Benjamin W. Schaeffer was a transit expert, author, 
photographer, historic preservationist, public servant, and subway 
hero. One of only two Orthodox Jewish MTA transit workers, he 
was active in both MTA and communal affairs, winner of the 
MTA Medal of Excellence, and nominee for the Daily News 
Hometown Hero Award.  
 
Ben was a regular attendee at Yavneh on Shabbat 
afternoons.  He came to help make the minyan for Mincha and 

Maariv.  His absence at Seudat Shlishit is hard not to notice. 

Benjamin Schaeffer 





Dedications 





DIAMOND 

Thank You Thank You Thank You 

To all who helped bring us back as a kehila. 

Hakoras Ha Tov to Rabbi Sokol for keeping our 

spirituality intact by conducting shiurim twice a week. 

To Rivka Schechter for her shiurim on tefilla. 

To Rebecca Bennett and Saul Guberman for their 

organizational ability in keeping us connected. 

The Picnic Barbecue was a culmination of our ability to 

come together as a Minyan. 

We are most grateful for the return of the Minyan. 

Lenore and Jack Lowenthal  



DIAMOND 

Thank you to all those that kept the Minyan going 
throughout the many years especially this past 
year. 

Thank you to Rabbi Sokol for his leadership and being 
there for us all throughout the pandemic. 

Thank you to Rebecca Bennett for being there for us all 
to give us that open window to see that we are all in it 
together and together we have been able to get through 
it. 

Thank you to Saul Guberman and Paul Gevertzman 
for being here week in and week out no matter what to 
make sure we had a minyan, whether it was outdoors or 
in, they made sure the tefilla went ahead. 

Thank you to all those that prepared and presented the 
zoom shiurim weekly. 

We should all merit to enjoy the Yavneh Minyan for 
many more years to come. 

Galina & Amichai Ziegler 

  



PLATINUM 

Congratulations to all of us for getting 

through a very difficult year.  While we 

mourn the loss of our dear members 

who passed away from COVID, we 

must thank Hashem for keeping most 

of the shul safe.  Let us daven to 

Hashem that this plague ends soon 

and the shul can pursue its mission 

with renewed vigor. 

Michael Klein 



PLATINUM 

Thank you to all who have sustained the 

Minyan through trying times. 

With extreme gratitude to Rabbi Sokol, the 

Board, the Gabbaim, and all who have 

contributed to our kehillah and participated in 

our community over the past eighteen months. 

Thank you to the many mispallelim who have 

come to my assistance with numerous shul 

projects, enabling us to share and celebrate Yom 

Tov, Purim, Shabbat, shiurim, and other joys 

and challenges during a difficult period. 

Special thank you to Saul Guberman and 

Michael Troy for their continuous assistance and 

support in maintaining the shul. 

Rebecca Bennett 



PLATINUM 

In honor of the 

Yavneh Minyan 

Thank you to all who support 

our community. 

Aaron & Sara 

Teitelbaum 



GOLD 

Congratulations to all of our 

membership and shul participants. 

May we be blessed to continue and thrive as 

a shul and a community 

with the help of the Ribono Shel Olam, 

and with your continued support and 

participation.  

 
Rivka Schechter 



GOLD 

Thank you 
Rabbi Sokol 

Reopening committee 
Regular minyan attendees 

Yomim Noraim volunteers  
 

Saul & Hindi Guberman 

 



GOLD 

Thank you and  הכרת הטוכ to everyone 

who helped the minyan going through the 

pandemic, with extra special thanks to 

Rebecca Bennett and Saul Guberman for 

all that you do every week. 

Gil Golan 



GOLD 

Thanks to Rebecca & Saul for all the things they 

do that are noticed & for all the things they do 

(that are even more) which are not noticed. 

Thanks to Amichai for serving as President. 

Thanks for the excellent Shiur on T'filah given by 

Rivka Schechter. Thanks also for Shiurim given 

by other people such as Michael Klein & Michael 

Troy. Thanks to the Gabaiim, Saul Guberman & 

Paul Gevertzman for making sure that the 

davening continues to go efficiently. Thanks to all 

the people who clean the shul before Shabbat & 

after Shabbat, with special shout-outs to Aliza 

Sklar & Michael Troy.(If I left anybody out, I 

apologize.) Thanks of course to Rav Sokol, Shlita, 

more than anybody.  

Joseph Corn 



GOLD 

Thank you to Rabbi Sokol, 
the Board and all our friends 

at the Yavneh Minyan for 
keeping us all together during 

these difficult times. 

 

Neil, Sheila, Jakey and Emma 
Akerman 

 

 



GOLD 

 לכל מי שעוסקים כצרכי הציכור כאמונה

Our thanks to all who are keeping the 
shul going during this difficult time: 

Rebecca Bennett,  
Saul Guberman,  
Rabbi Sokol,  
All the Zoom teachers and prayer 

leaders 
 

Jonathan & Debra Baker 

 

 



GOLD 

Thank you for all your hard 

work to keep Yavneh going 

through these trying times. 

 

Aryeh and Michal Greenberg  



Expressing deep appreciation to all 

Yavneh members who have helped and 

continue to help the Minyan through 

these unprecedented times.  

 

Dr. Mark Licht 



We are humbled and honored to be part of this amazing 

community. Day in and day out, meeting heretofore 

unimaginable challenges with poise and care and respect for 

all. Thank you for keeping everyone safe and connected. 

Special shout-out to Saul Guberman and Steven Mantz -- 

to Saul for, well, everything, always; to Steve for 

establishing and maintaining an amazing What's App 

community that has enabled us to share our thoughts and 

feelings, disappointments and successes, sadness and joy, 

fears and hopes with each other at all times of day and 

night; and to Saul and Steve together, for keeping the 

dialogue going in a hopefully productive, at times serious, at 

times playful manner. Special shout-out as well to Rabbi 

Sokol, Rebecca Bennett and all those who have helped 

maintain Yavneh's zoom presence during this time. These 

two forums have been oases of connectedness with this most 

special of communities throughout a time of otherwise 

painful separation. 

 

Thank you all!  

 

From Alan Petrash, Sharon Kantrowitz and Family 



Wayne Lacks and I have been blessed to be 

members of the Yavneh family for 25 years as of 

this coming February 2022. We will very much 

miss Rabbi Sokol and our Yavneh friends. I have 

been honored to serve on the board, first  with 

President Aaron Kinsberg then with President 

Amichai Ziegler and a wonderful group of fellow 

board members.  Amichai refers to us as "team" 

and we truly are.   

 

Wayne and I pray that the Yavneh minyan 

continues to be welcoming and eclectic. We need to 

continue to provide and to increase access and 

accommodations for people with obvious and 

hidden disabilities. May Yavneh be a beacon of 

Torah, meaningful davening, inclusiveness, and 

leadership opportunities for both men and women 

while it's still in America and then in our 

Homeland. 

 

Sharon (Shoshana) Shapiro   



Ima and Abba 

 

Pillars of the community, 

Outstanding role models of what it 

means to give to the klal. 

 

May you continue to be an inspiration 

to your children and grandchildren for 

many years to come. 

 

M’eera and Mattisyahu  

Renanit and Yehuda 

Ahava and Avi 



With deepest gratitude to Rabbi Sokol, the Yavneh 

board, the gabaiim, and everyone who taught classes, 

organized events, shopped, set up, cleaned up, provided 

technical support, provided emotional and spiritual 

support, and in every other way kept our members 

feeling secure and connected through a trying and 

isolating time.  

Scott Feinberg, Lynne Cassouto, and Ann Cassouto 

In honor of all the Members  

of the Yavneh Minyan of Flatbush. 
May we only share in Simchas and good occa-
sions from here on out. A special thank you to 

those who pitched in with various contributions 
to enable a sense of community for all.  

Yasher Koach!!  

Shimon & Bina Josephs 



Mazel Tov to the Yavneh Minyan 

 

PRESSER’S KOSHER 

BAKE SHOP 
 

1720 Avenue M, Brooklyn, NY 11230 

718 375-5067/5088 

Fax: 718-375-2050 

 



 

1523 Ave M – Brooklyn, NY 11230 
Tel: 718.998.3333 
Fax: 718.998.0728 

E-mail: info@shopmountainfruit.com 



With profound gratitude to all those who 
have helped the Minyan through this very 

difficult year. 
Artie and Leah Bennett 

With sincerest appreciation to all those who 

kept the Yavneh Minyan, along with the 

Shiurim and programs, “up and running” 

during the difficult times of COVID 19. 

Burdette Hess  



Wayne Lacks and Sharon Shapiro thank all 

who have supported and engaged the Minyan 

through the COVID-19 crisis and era. We also 

acknowledge those who have directly suffered the 

pain of illness and of loss. May happier times be 

at our doorstep. 

We wish everyone  

a Happy and Healthy New Year 5782. 

Paul & Phyllis Gevertzman & Family  



Thank you to all who kept our 

minyan going during these 

trying times. 

Shalom and Miriam Benzaquen 

& Family 

Congratulations to Saul and 

Rebecca, the two pillars of the 

minyan, who are always available to 

make the minyan work properly. May 

they always be able to continue their 

good work.  

AM Halevi 



In memory of  

Leonard Block, Debra's stepfather,  

1931-2021 

Benjamin Schaeffer, rail fan and hero conductor,  

1962-2020 

Remembered by Jonathan & Debra Baker 

Carla & I thank all of our 

members who gave their blood 

sweat & tears to keep Yavneh 

alive and well. 

You are all so special. 

Thank you. 

Howard & Carla Hassan 

Tzaitchem L'Shalom! 

To our dear friends, 

Wayne and Sharon Lacks: 

Thank you for everything 

you have done for our shul 

over these many years. We 

will miss you terribly. But 

we are excited for your new 

life in Eretz Yisrael! 

Love, 

Artie and Leah Bennett 



To everyone  

- all of you know who you are - 

all the zoom programming and 

chesed -  

so many people pitched in to 

keep the Yavneh Minyan vital 

during the past year; is it near-

ly 2 years? Especially to 

Amichai Ziegler who kept on 

moving the Minyan forward.  

Mashi Choina 

Mazel Tov to Yavneh Minyan 

and thank you to Rabbi 

Sokol for his Thursday night 

Shabbat drashot last year 

which I so looked forward to. 

Sue (Liebman) Benyowitz 

In loving memory of 

my father, Allen 

Rosenfeld 

David Rosenfeld 



Greetings 





Rikki Braun Danziger 

Brooklyn, NY 

 

Robin Kaplan 

Brooklyn, NY 

 

Chaye Kohl 

Highland Park, NJ 

 

Gordon & Nurit Kraus-Friedberg 

Brooklyn, NY 

Mazal Tov From... 





The Dinner Committee  

would like to thank: 

 

The Bay Café 

2 Neptune Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  

848 217 5994 
 

 





We would like to thank all those whose hard 

work made this Dinner possible including: 

Rivka Schechter 

Shimon & Bina Josephs 

Libby Josephs 

Sharon Shapiro 

Rebecca Bennett 

Amichai Ziegler 

Gordon Kraus-Friedberg 

Saul Guberman 

Rabbi Moshe Sokol 

 

And the many others who helped. 
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transit-museum-historical-program-tuesday  

 

 

Yavneh Minyan of Flatbush, 2021 

Minyan Address: 

 1102 Avenue L, Lower Level 

 (corner of Ave. L and Coney Island Ave.) 

 On the premises of  

 Yeshiva Ohr Shraga Veretzky 

 Brooklyn, NY 11230 

Mailing Address: 

 1820 Avenue M — PMB 2322 

 Brooklyn, NY 11230 

Web: www.yavnehminyan.org 

Facebook Group: “Yavneh Minyan of Flatbush” 
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