
High Holy Days Cemetery Memorial Service
On Your Own Activities

A Moment of  Silent Conversation 
Take a moment of  silence and imagine a private conversation with your loved one(s). 
What has happened this year that you would like to tell them? How have you changed, 
and how have you felt their influence on your life during this past year? Is there some 
quality or strength you would like to ask them to share with you in the coming year? 
Take all the time you need to connect with your loved one(s), either at the graveside or 
anywhere that is most comfortable and possible for you at this time. 

Leaving a Stone at the Graveside
It is customary, before leaving the gravesite, to place a small stone on the marker to 
indicate that someone has visited the grave. This tradition reflects the biblical practice 
of  marking the grave with a pile of  stones. Jacob marked Rachel’s grave with a stone 
(Genesis 35:20), beginning a tradition that continues to this day. If  you are unable to 
visit the graveside at this time, set aside stones at home with the intention of  placing 
them when you are able to do so in the future. 

Dedicating a Donation, Act of  Charity, or
Other Good Deed in Memory of  a Loved One

O God, we are grateful for the time we were privileged to share with [name]. Even 
though they have left our midst, we know they will never leave our hearts, where their 
memory will endure as a blessing forever. In Jewish tradition, we are encouraged to 
perform acts of  kindness and charity as a memorial to our departed. We now fondly 
dedicate [this deed] to the blessed memory of  [name], realizing that their remains lie 
not only in this plot of  ground but in every heart their life did touch. Amen.  

After Leaving the Cemetery
After leaving the cemetery it is traditional to wash hands either outside the cemetery 
or before/immediately upon entering your house. Family may gather afterwards for a 
meal if  it is safe to do so. 



Mourner’s Kaddish
Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’meih raba,
b’alma di v’ra chiruteih.
V’yamlich malchuteih b’chayeichon

uvyomeichon,
uvchayei d’chol beit Yisrael –
baagala uvizman kariv;
v’imru: Amen.

Y’hei sh’meih raba m’varach
l’alam ul•almei almaya.
Yitbarach v’yishtabach v’yitpaar

v’yitromam v’yitnasei v’yit•hadar
v’yitaleh v’yit•halal sh’meih
d’kudsha – b’rich hu –

l’eila ul•eila mikol birchata v’shirata,
tushb’chata v’nechemata

daamiran b’alma;
v’imru: Amen.

Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya,
v’chayim aleinu v’al kol Yisrael;
v’imru: Amen.

Oseh shalom bimromav,
hu yaaseh shalom aleinu,
v’al kol Yisrael
v’al kol yoshvei teiveil;
v’imru: Amen.

May the Source of  peace bestow peace on all who mourn,
and may we be a source of  comfort to all who are bereaved. Amen


